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. sary for many who had.noved away

= back to the place of their nativity.

= . of their travels. Perhaps we can hear
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Luke 2:7, “And she brought forth
her first-born son, and wrapped
him in swaddling clothes, and laid
him in a manger; because there
was ro room for them in the inn.”

There are many incidents that sur-
round the birth of Jesus which touch
the hearts of the young and old.
Among such incidents was the fact
that there was no room in the fan for
the Saviour of the world to be born.
The King of kings was born in a
stable. His crib was a manger. Sure-
1y our Lord humbled himself in order
to become our Saviour. Our praise to
him deepens as we think of the fact
of His humble birth. It has become
the theme of our hymns, We seem to
see a wondrous beauty even in that
stable. However, it could not have
been a very pleasant experience for
Joseph and Mary to be refused a
‘room in the inn. How disappointed
they must have been. Let us again
bring that old, old story before our
minds.

“And it came to pass in those days,
that there went out a decres from
Caesar Augustus, that all the world
should be taxed.” It was this decree
that caused Joseph and Mary to
leave the town of Nazareth to jour-
ney to Bethlehem. Little did Caesar
Augustus dream that his decree was
responsible for the fulfilment of the
prophecy that Christ was to bg;ndl?)rn
in Bethlehem. It gives us a wender-
ful insight in the providence of God!
in that Fe controis the events of his-
tory in such a way that they fulfill
His will. Quirinius also had his part
in the fulfilment of prophecy. He was|
the governor of Syria. Palestine was |
under his jurisdiction. He saw to it
that the decree of the Emperor was
fulfilled. He ordered every man to go
to his own eity in order to be proper-
Iy enrolled for the tax. They were
enrolled according @ families. Joseph
was of the family of David. Bethle-
hem was the cit it. Therefore
it was necess e house and |
lineage of David to go to Bethlehem |
in order to be enrolled. It was neces-

from Bethlehem to make the journey

NO ROOM FOR
THE CHRIST CHILD

us for the few more hours of travel.|will be disappointed if you try. Three
When I think that soon we will be in|or four have come back already and
Bethlehem my heart just thrills. It|informed me that all the hoes are
is in Bethlehem that the prophet|filled up. Our town is but small to
Micah said the Messiah is to be born. | house so many strangers.”

‘Why I have been chosen to bear Him| *“But what are we to do? My wife
mystifies me for surely I am the!is too sick to sleep in the cold night
least of all women. And yet the angellair.”

said to me, “Thou shalt conceive in| “Well. I do not like to suggest it.
thy womb, and bring forth a son, and | But if you were agreeable to sleep in
shalt call his name Jesus. He shall be | the stable we will turn one of the
great, and shall be called the Son of beasts out of its stall. We could put
the Highest: and the Lord God shall some clean straw in it and make it

give unto him the throne of his fath-|
er David: and he shall reign over the |
house of Jacob forever; and of his|
kingdom shall be no end.” These are|
the very words of the angel. Again|
and again I repeat them in my
heart.”

“Surely, Mary, thou art blessed,
among women. Many times have Ii
pondered over the words of the ang-|
el to me at the time 1 was minded to
put thee away privily. He said, “Jos-
eph, thou son of David, fear not to
take unto thee Mary thy wife; for
thatl%h;eh is et:r1;1§Ltane.’td\retl?1 in;ﬁf Jias of
the ) t. And she shall bring
forth a sﬁh?;ﬁd thon shalf call his.
name Jesus; for he shall save nis
people from their sins.” When 1
think of these words 1 wonder why
God has blessed me with such.a wife
as thee, for after all I am bul a hum-
ble carpenter.”

“It is I who are not worthy of thee
for thou are a very just and noble
man.”

“But behold, Mary, there is Beth-
lehem.” -

“Oh, how still it seems to lie.”

“It does seem peaceful. Soon we
will be in the warmth of the inn. It
cannot be soon enough for I know,
Mary, that thou are almost over-
come ‘with weariness and cold. But

all that will soon be forgotten when

Among such were Joseph and Ma

who lived a three days journey away |
from Bethlehem. Unfortunately this|
journey had to be taken during the|
coldest season of the wear in the
month of December. How weary the
travellers would be on the third day

them as they converse together.

« Mary says to her husband, “Art
thou sure, Joseph, that"we are near-
ing the city of our father David?”

“Yes, Mary, for the road begomes
1ore and more familiir. In a few
hours we will find rest and shelter in
Bethlehem.”

- “Rest and shelter will surely be
welecome hecause I am becoming very
weary and tired. How cold the wind

“The wind is indeed cold. But be of
goodecheer. Soon we will be in the
inn where a warm fire and a warm

once we are in the protection of the
inn.” |

We follow the travelers into the!
court of the inn. When the keeper of |

the inn learns that there are some in
the cOurt that are inquiring for room
he out to them.

He s3ys to Joseph, “I am very sor-

ry, sir, but there is no room in the
inn. If thou had been a day earlier
we might have provided for .thee.
Every room is now taken.” f

“But my wife is.weary and sick.
We have travelled from Nazareth.
Surely there is'some room where we
could stay. It "matters not how
small.”

to a son of David. But you ses, the
Romans and tax-collectors have “tak-
en every room. In fact<every inch of
room-~has been hired.”

“Perhaps then I can obtain room
in one of the homes of the-towns-

meal awaits us.”
. “Yes, Joseph, the welcome that we|fen.” -
will receive shou inly sustaif® “I am very much afraid that you

—

as comfortable as possible.”

Joseph turned his disappointed
face towards Mary. “There is no
room for us in the inn or in the town.
It breaks my heart to take you into a
stable.”

“Never mind, Joseph. God will
take care of us. The stable will pro-
tect us from the wind, Tt will, at
least, be warm. I am so cold and
weary that any place will be wel-
come."”

And as we read in Luke, *She
brought forth her first-born son, and
wrapped him in swaddling clothes,
aad laid him in a manger; because
therawas no room. for. them in the

Hin,”
Surely it touches all of our hearts,
to know that there was no vpom in|

the inn for our Saviour to be born.
There was room for the Roman sold-
iers, There was room for the tax-
collectors. But there was no room
for the Lord of lords and King of
kings. The only place that could be
found for Him was a stable. His erib
was a manger. What a humble birth
for Him who was to be called Won-
derful, Counsellor, The mighty God,
The everlasting Father, The Prince
of Peace.

But such a humble birth is en-
shrined in a beautiful truth, That
truth is the willingness of cur Say-
iour to dwell in any place cegardless
of how poor or humble it may be.
This, indeed, is the hope of the poor,
the humble, and the sinful. Today
Jesus doeg not first of all search for
an abiding place in the hearts of the
rich, the proud; and the righteous.
But His search seems first of all for
the poor, the humble, and the sinful.

Jesus is present more in the dwell-,

ings of the poor than in the mans-
ions of the rich. He finds no lodge-
ment in the hearts of the proud but
He abides in the hearts of the hum-
ble, The righteous pass Him by but
the sinful are found at His feet
weeping. What a wonderful truth
that is to the contrite of heart. It is

“Far be it for me to refuse room|a fruth that was beautifully illus-

trated by His birth in a stable. Sure-
ly since Jesus was willing to leave
heaven to be born in such humble
surroundings, He is willing to dwell
in the hearts of any one regardless
how poor, how humble, or how sinful.

Do we realize that- Jesus is seek-

ing a dwelling place in our hearts

ing-a place in the inn? Do we realize
that Jesus is knocking at the door of
our hearts waiting for us to open the
door and let Him in? It was a hard
and difficult journey for Joseph and
Mary to the inn of Bethlehem. But it
cannot be compared to the journey
which Christ undertook in order tc
reach the door of your heart. He was
born to suffer. He was born to suffer
in our stead. The last part of His
journey was sprinkled with blood.
The Garden of Gethsemane, the be-
trayal of Judas, Pilate’'s Hall, the
scourging, the crown of thorns, the
carrying of the cross, the nails, the
spear thrust, the tomb were all ex

vour heart. What is the reception?

As you hear the gentle knocking
of the Saviour at the door of yow
heart do you say as the keeper of the

[inn, “I am sorry but there is no-room

in my heart. It is filled with the
cares of the day. It is filled with the
joys of the moment. It is filled with
getting and spending. There is nc
room in my heart. Every inch of
space is filled. I realize that yow
journey has been hard and difficult.
I realize that you have suffered the
agonies of the cross. But there isn’t

next year there may be room. But
not now."” _-

Sometimes we wonder why the
keeper of the inn could not have done

inn for Joseph and Mary who were ir
such desperate need. But should we
not wonder more at the human heart
that refused to let the Saviour in?
The inn-keeper did not know that the
Saviour of the world was at hand.
We do !

Sometimes we wonder why the
keeper of the inn did not turn out =z
Tax-collector or a soldier for those
who needed shelter more, Should we
not wonder more that the human
heart will sometimes refuse to turn
out some trivial pleasure for Him
who died upon the cross,

It was a tragic and pitiful fact
that there was no room in theimm for
the Saviour to be born. Will il not be
a more tragic and pitiful fact if this
Christmas season there will be neo
room in your heart for the Saviour?
Why not let the Saviour in?
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just as Joseph and Mary were seek-

perienced on the way to the door of.

any room. Next week, next month.

something to provide room in thot -
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T % : X '” ldo sin, and 1 acknowledge it.” “Well,
. ' (‘B'bl Ch . : ? then,” said Dr. Stearns, “yowr first
' Our‘ POIlC I Why 1 e ' rlStlanlty need of Christ is not as an Example,
E‘ g :! but as a Saviour. And this iz every

oes than in learning the natacs and

It is the policy of this paper to
present Bible truth. There is alto-
vsether too much effort in the caurch
of today to present the wisdom of
man. Preachers and teachers instead
of searching the Seriptures are
searching the wisdom of man. They
are more interested in man's books
than in God’s Book. They have he-|
come stperior to the Christianity of
the Bible. But we know that tiie wis-
dom of men will come to nought. He,
who builds his faith on the wisdom |
of man is building on sinkiug sand.
He who builds his faith on the Word
of God is building upon a rock. Such |
faith will not be destroyed by the |
rain  of depression, the floeds of
temptation, and the wind of false
d_octl'ine. ‘

In a humble way this paner sefeksl
to ground the faith of its readers in
the fundamentals of the Sc—riptm‘es.|
Although the material of thiz paper
is presented by a group of Presby-|
terian ministers, it is the hope that!
it will Be of help to Bible be¢lieving
Christians of all denominations.
Surely in atime of danger
should be more co-operation hetween
the various regiments of God's peo-
ple. Ignorance and modernism are
the two common foes of all Bible be-
lieving Christians. The gpirit of
worldliness that is in the werld has
caused a great deal of ignorance of
the Bible. The creeds of the ciiurches
which are based on the Scriptures
are ignored today. Young people are
more interested in learning ‘the
nomes and characters of movie her-

characters of Bible heroes.

Modernism in the final analysis
destroys faith in the Bible as the
Word of God. This has often been
denied. But you can tell a tree by its
fruits. Neglect of the Bible has al-
ways been one of the fruits which
attend modernistic preaching. Doc-
trinal preaching and teaching has
been conspicuous by its absence.

Sincere Christians of all denomin-
ations are greatly concerned over the
deadening influence of ignorance and
modernism. We cannot sit back calm—‘I
ly and watch the enemy take citadel|
after ciladel. Surely it is a time to|
war against these foes. Every means
should be employed to fight t.hem.:
The Bible is the most effective weap-|
on. Tt is the sword of the Spirit. It
is therefore the policy of this paper|
to use that sword in combating the|
enemies of Christianity.

“The Gospel is the glad aununcia-
tion which God makes to men of the
pardon of sin, of restoration to his
favour, of the renovation of t‘neir!

hody, and of eternal life.” i

|of worshipping Jesus has been called emphasis on the fact of the Holy gt

there .
cof the modernist is differeul from teachings. We do not claim to have a

A question may arise as to_why day. What they need is a discerning man’s need.”"—Witness.

this paper is called by the name of | spirit. They need to ‘l.i’:"('.e"]_‘ what is | pop what is more consistent with
“Bible Christianity”. The answer is ﬁ'}??atnlnl:f‘\ I\“?}fi{i}}u :::Efjlll?,’fcllf:l1ﬁg]lﬁ faith than to acknowledge ourselves
simply that it is an effort to point| gy “paie 4 the so called Christian- DNaked of all virtue, that we may be
out effectively that much of that!ity which emanates from the iaind of clothed by God: empty of all good,
which is ealled Christianity today is ‘man. This can only be done through that we may be filled by him; slaves
not “Bible” Christianity. Many peo- a knowledge of the Bible. to sin, that we may be liberated by

him; bland, that we maybe enlicht-

.ple feel that as long as they are in a/ Another Danger
ened by Him; lame, that wa may be

church the message that they hear|

is a Christian message. Whereas it 2 Ny O X ¥
may be directly opposed to the '-.\'hole| that comes from certain sects "md| UGN W eal‘\, Ve “"t ihay. be sup-
spirit of Christianity. For irstance|groups that claim fo give (he 'fullllml'ted by Him; to divest ourselves
the diety of Christ has been denied|Gospel. In reality they are giving of allground of glorying, that he
from the pulpit and people have not ,‘miﬂ}' part of the Gﬂspﬁl- They *ftlill-'alone may be eminently glorious, and
been offended by such a teaching. The phasize certain teachings of the iha¢ we may glory in him? Calvi
Virgin birth of our Lovrd has been.Scriptures and disregard others. For o : path
scoffed at and people have seen noth- | instance, their emphasis may be on
ing hideous about such a scoffing. A the Holy Spirit. There is no dOUbT-];
preacher who preached on the danger | but that there should be a greater 1

There is also another danger, And

one of the outstanding Christian | Spirit in-the church today. But some !
preachers of the world. The Bible up-|have emphasized this teaching and 3%
holds in no uncertain terms the deity have left out the atonement of Jesus|$#3
of Christ’ and proclaims His virgin Christ. Others emphasize the healingr

birth. Any one who preaches diﬁ”er—'lof the body more than the healing of |

ently is not preaching the Christian- the soul. A proper antidote to \_n'ongl.r T 5y N
ity of the Bible, He is preaching a emphasis is a proper and sincere he oldest umveuf.lt’y ¢
different religion and falsely calling searching of the Scriptures. Was not on India’s strand, |
it Christianitv. | We do not, of course, claim that Nor in the valley of the Nile, L

! wi

we are infallible in presenting the| Nor on Arabia’s sand;

truth of the Seriptures. Bul we do From time’s beginning it has taught

(claim that the Bible is infallible in 1tsi And still it teaches free

Its learning mild to every child—
The school of Mother's Kace. !
The oldest school to teacl the law,
And teach it deeply, too,

Different Gods |
It has been stated that the God

the God of the Bible. Thal is very ‘“corner” on Bible Christianity. But|
Tt s souin. HAm ail wot [ e
RS LR RIAAT o o J present the ristianity o o Bible
%?}mié;h sin E'lti'}l.le_l' llé‘tl&ls 11.;‘:]0 01't111tt]1‘1:e |wit’n all our hearts, souls, and minds.
ome. His God will not take! : W e Bl (i
tlhz b{foﬁd 0} His 50?1 i A atm_r‘?’e do not claim that our presenta-|pviging what should not be done
ment. Now that is an énthfely differ- 1 t“.m o th-e = ulfh ﬁs th‘e BN poss;blei From what each one should do,
. ; God @ ' presentation of the truth of the Gos- e
ent conception of God than we have pel. But we do claim that it is our Was not in Rome nor Ispahan
in the Bible. If is not the Cod that'(;?d given duty to present the Gospel | Nor by the Euxine Sea;
Christ revealed. | with whatever talents God has given 1t held its sway ere history’s day—

Many men are being deceived to- us. The se of Mother's Kneo.

Fools For Christ’s Sake ks ol

Theology was taught,
'When love to God, and reverent
prayer,
It may seem strange that any oue!Word in the bringing about a reviv-
would seek to launch a veligious pap-|al. His Word is power. So in a hum-
er during a time of depression. Many | ble way we hope to bring the Word |

?

!

And the Eternal Ought
Weré deep impressed oh youthful
hearts )
religious journals are struggling to In pure sinceri s
keep up their circulation and in“fact
struggling for their very existence.
So this may seem to be a foolhardy
venture. However, God has placed a
burden on the souls of a group of
Christian men and women for the
spivitual welfare of the church at
large. There is no doubt that we ave
living in an age of spirvitual poverty.
There is a declining interest in the
things which pertain to God. It is not
mecessary to spend much time in
proving this. It is evident in every
community in which vou live. The
majority of churches are half empty.
Real prayer meetings are a thing of
the past. Those who go by the name
of Christians spend most of their
time in the things of the world. Fam-
ily altars have broken down. Few
make a. consistent study of God’s

~nature, of the resurrection «f the Word. Many churches are just social

clubs. They are spiritually dead. All
this spiritual declining is grievous to
the hearts of many earnest Christ-

of God before the people through
means of this religious paper. In so
doing we trust that God may use it
to bring about a renewed interest on
the part of the people in His marvel-
ous revelatipn which He has made to|
man in the Seriptures. So although |
we may be “fools” for starting such!
a venture during these days, remem-’
ber that we are fools for Christ’s
sake.

“EXAMPLE” OR “SUBSTITUTE”

At the close of a service in Ser-‘
mantown, Pal, some time ago, a <
stranger accosted the late Dr.®D. M.!
Stearns as follows: “T don’t iike your!
preaching. I do not care for the
cross. 1 think that instead of
preaching the death of Christ on the
Cross, _it would be far better to
preach Jesus, the Teacher and Ex-
ample.” “Would yo then be willing
to follow Him if I preach Christ, the

Came to the earth withh Abel’s
birth— B
The school of r's Knee,

The oldest—and the newest, too—
It still maintains its place,
And from its classes, ever-full,
It graduates the race.
Without its teaching, wheve would all
The best of living be?
Twas planned by heaven, this earth
to leaven— ‘ |
The school of Mother’s Knee, ¥
Y. C., Apr. 20, 1911,

L]

“A definite* conversion, a clear
commission, and constant commun-
ion with Christ were the great faet-
ors in Paul's phenomenal carcer.”

“To be disobedient through tempt-

_ o == o . |ians of all denominations. Many are

Let no man think error in doctrine | hecoming discouraged.
a slight practical evil. No ioad to| The hope in many hearts is that a
perdition has ever been more throng-| great revival may come. We know
ed than that of false doctrine. Er-|that a revival can only come through
foF is a shield over the conScience, | he grace And Joouay of God. So our
Bl 5 Ywtinge over @ &9es— constant prayer shquld be to Gj)d for

: | an outpouring of His Holy Spirit. We
Hodge. 'know that God always uses His Holy

Example?” asked Dr. Stemrms. “[|ation, is human sin, but to be dis-
would,” said the stranger: “I wil!jobedient for the sake of dischedience,
follow in His steps.” ~“Then,” said fiendish sin. To be obedient for the
Dr. Stearns, “let us  take the firs'|sake of success in conduct, is human
step. WHO DID NOT SIN?. Can|virtue; but te be obedient for the
vou take this step?” The stranger|sake of obedience, angelie virtue.”—
looked confused. “No,” he said, “I" Buskin.

-+
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PAGE THREE

g |

. The Family -- ™¢2 ||

v, |

Thuughtful people deplore the |ity like that taught by parenls
present day decay of the family life.. The responsibility, then, of par-
This decay.is due, in part, to the dis- ents is great. They are the Divinely
tractions brought in by the vast appeinted guardians and teachers of
changes that have taken place in our the child. The child can do little for
industrial and social life,—changes itself, or for the family support, ’f0r|
that are still in progress, with what years. Its time is free for @ralmng.|
ultimate consequences mo one can|1tS mature is plastic, and in its earl-
tell. These onward movements have [ier yea{% W 2n .al(';m‘?‘tf “n};.r{‘llﬁcd 3 de-|

e : ; gree. e period of childhood is
beow ngwiable, perhaps, L he old S in_cosest ntimacy with, the
the pace and adjust itself to the rap- | vo; O of 1l the HorlC, W, O
idly changing conditions. Besides | /1¢OnS J i '

there has been infiltration of the in-| appalling influence to mould its fut-|
fluence of theories which hold that

|m'e. Other members of the famil_v,i
: : i brothers and sisters, have their re-
he family unit is a bar-', . R e 7
:Iheei' ?Ifltieofv:veof the y1'901-gf=1niza‘r,icm lative part, but in minor degree,|
of society on a better basis, and only. |
should be eliminated in the re-con-| The thought of the home as the
structed world that is to be, and that nursery of character should make us/
the training of children should be!_seek to appreciate fully its opportun-|
carried on by the State, rather than ity for doing its appointed “work,
the parents. And all the time there is to weigh all the difficulties in the
with many people a vague vesent- W&¥ of maintaining a proper family
ment, that parents, in the present !ife; and to do everything possible to
' ] ~- | BT 1 iy . ; 13 "y £ 4 in-
order, must be tied down, for long|2ssist parents in their work of train
years, with the care of a family, and 1€ their children, The responsibility
S0 are ready to turn over their chil- Of the parentsis great, butiiis the
dren to hired helpers, and as early as ovder of nature and of God. Vast as
possible to the kindergarten and the iS the care and burden, it is like all
public school, which, great as their other care.and burden_. when rightly |
values may, be, can never fake the aceepted, full of blessing to the par-|

place of the devotion of faithful and ents themselves, and for their chil-|

at the miracles of the Bible. How-| THE RANSOM

‘ever, the textbooks of science soon Matthew 20:28, “Even as the Son of

outlive their usefulness. The Word cufI man came _not to be mi_ni.-ste_red to.
God abides forever. The wisdom of | 'but to minister, and to give his life a

- T ARy

men is temporal; the wisdom of Godl [Fansem for many.

is eternal. During His earthly life Jesus was

ereatly misunderstood. Few under-

] 'stood His real mission in life. He was

Is The World Getting Better? misunderstood by Mis Mother and by
¢ His brothers. As He preached (o

A preacher lecturing in the city of [™= : - A
Montreal maintains that the world is|SFeat multitudes the “Ltelf‘?-ttd Yo
) . |stop Him, saying that He was beside
getting better. We would tuat this/Himself. In other words, that e was
were true ! But one must indeed be out of His right mind. And, of
wearing rose colored spectacles to course, He was misunderstood by the
see that the world is getting better. [religious leaders of the day. Every-
If the world is getting better it cex: ‘thing \vhtc}l He did was conatrued
; . £ = {by the Scribes and Pharisees to be
tainly is not from a veligicvs stand- the work of the Devil. His marvelous
point. There is no doubt but that wisdom, His miraculous power, Hig
there is a great apostasy from 1he}cha.1'ity were said to show that He
true faith in the world today. Mem- Was under Satanic power. They s
bers of the church are very wm'ldly.:'lmdersm"d Him to the extent that
L " they caused Him to be crucified upon
One must almost conduct a yestaur-\gp " opocs  His great love brought
ant and a show in order to keep them only their bitter hate. His 12aling
all interested in the church. The ma- brought only their desire te Kkill
jority of churches are half empty on ,Sulch t:iwtion = tl;e-ir part Hhowetl[
the Sabbath day. only their stupendous ignorance o
The Steven's investigation s}u'm'ed!éhe chmd(.'tel agd _\-‘.mk. ot ("-h.l 5
; 5 |Such ignorance of His true mission
that there was a great deal of dis-must have increased the sorrow of
honesty in the business world. Gamb- the heart of Christ. It would; then,
ling and drinking are on the in- be natural for Him to twrn to His
crease. Crime is not du-:-easing.idlf‘c']’l@s for comfort. Every human
Howdihen |heart desires to bhe underztood. It

can one state that the|
world is getting better?

fwould seem that the disciples would
{be the very ones to fulfil such a long-
ing. They were with Him daily. They
‘saw His great works. They heard His

e B !r |

self-denying parents. dren after them. |
When men think of the passing of

R WA Otlm.LOf necessity that enters into e fani- pag gone through the horrvers f the pe they.

at biological Facts of life |

things of the past, they tend tv over-
Jook two _ |

that are unchanged and unchanging.
First, there is the fact that today, as
ever in the past, every child is born
of two parents. Imaginative writers
may dream of a different order of
life, but as yet no change in this re-
spect is in sight. Then there is the
unchanged order of life that for
many years the child is helpless and

dependent on uﬁrs. Until it is thir-|

teen or fourteeryears old it is un-
able to provide itself with even the
bharest necess& of life. Authorities
indicate that
faney”, as it is called,
lengthen out, as life becomes more
complex, with the greater call for
more adequate preparation for the

is “period of In-|
tends to

with it the assurance of His grace

\words of wisdom. If anyoue would
understand the true purpose for -
IJesus coming upon earth, it should
If anyone would wrealize =

The Ethiopian Situation

One wonders how any nation that

Never are we to forget the Divine
help in the work. The very element

den

ily life should assure us that the bur-/p, ot “worid War.would. delibexaiely that He preached a spiritaal Ling= "

e A BA

i i iﬁ inaugurate another war. But that is dom it should be they. But alas;™
guide, correct, and make efficient | exactly what Italy has done. With- '\'\heel‘e all?ionflmstumi?&it?ggi ]Eikl*'?'“alig
i} ¥ . £ | . T v : . S .
their work of love for their little | out any provocation it has gene iﬂJOuthhristJ Thi-;u mise;mder-tumiir:hg‘ i
. 2 - * . e 1 - iy e : AL [t v - = g ,":
gﬁt::sém;l;l;:;ulh t{;&;m}sed R ARREES o :f.teal Ethiopia away from the Eﬂ_",vmdly illustrated by the action of
T i i)q-si- 5= iopians. At the present time Italy is Salome and her two sons, John and

i b but making slow headway in its at- James, in our Seripture lesson,
tempt to conquer. We cannot help Salome and her two sons came
'but hope that they will no* he suc-/Unto Christ and desived certain
5 RN t;. A " " |things from Him. And He suid unto
A L_l SRR QLEORALE- her, What wilt thou? She saith unto
Under this heading it "'was am-, Is it not strange that the Pope has Him, Grant that these my fwo sons
nounced in the daily papers that a|made no great efforts to stop Italy may sit, the one on thy right aand, A
discovery had been made which wil'| from warring against a smailer na- 2nd the other on the left, in thy —

: : 2 PR ‘kingdom. This woman had a vision
: iy . ? i inoap ! ) '
require the changing of every text |tion? It makes one doubt his sincere- of a vast earthly kingdon. " She-Jiad 3

TOPICS OF THE DAY
Discovery Upsets Chemical Texts

‘book of chemistry in the world. The|ity in asking for world wide prayers ihis in common with the grest multi-

needs of life as it is likely to be.

Here, then, are two basal facts of

life, the necessary relation of every
child to its pavents, and the long per-,
iod, beginning with absolute helpless- |

ness, of dependence upon others for
the maintenance of its life. The pre-
sumption is overwhelming, tien, that
the Divine order of the family is the
ideal for all time.

It is a strange and wonderful
thing, that character is most largely
determined for life in the plastic per-
iod of childhood, and that the influ-
ence of the parents is the most pot-
ent of all human factors in the mak-
ing of that character, for good or for
ill. All other influences are velatively
casual and uncertain. Let us not be
misled by the occasional delinquency
and failure gf some parents, tv forget
the vast multitude of others who are
conscious of the trust given l¢ them,
and are doing something, what seems
their best, for the upbringing of
their little ones. It may be that lav-
ing, though unenlightened parents
are doing more for the training of
their children in character, Lthan in-
stitutions and professional Leachers
can ever da. There is no responsibil.

accepted theory has been that gases, for peace. Or is it that his infuence tudes to whom Christ picached. =
such as. helium, used in airships;|is waning in Italy as it has n other They all expected that God would
neon, used in electric signs, anld arg- Roman Catholic countries? T‘F?ﬂ the Me-‘-"&‘i‘h "Il_ m'(ller t.n_es}tah_— \
S Sgvies g S ~ Sy 4l ish an earthly kingdom. Such =
f:l::;uzzlh;:clalt z’n‘tl::dinl;:: ?}Tg:;} ;:_ﬂld‘?::: Messiah, they thought, would re-
’ =L mical  com- | 5 lease them {rom the yoke of the _
- . s & y LUS , ; s -
pounds. Now Prof. H. S. Booth of MAN_PLUS GOD omans. You can very well see ow
Western Reserve University., has  There is no limit to what Ged can Jesus would at first capture the im-
succeeded in accomplishing the ap-'do with us and through us if we e 2gination of the people. He could
parently impossible by making

Tl | g 5 : ._feed multitudes miraculously. What
s1¥  willing. It is quite true that theve is ~ .= "
different chemical compounds & great advatage Wit (Wi eBEE
argon.

of little we can do of ourselves. Our “e- ;5 wan 1 The commander would hive
How wonderful it is that ouwr faith Alone,

'sources are limited, His are not. no difficulty in feeding his armies,

Dwight L. Moody is a shoe He could heal the afflicted. So they

is not built upon the changing tex‘- clerk, struggling to make a bare liv- figured -He could also heaul the
books of human science ! OQuy faith ing. With God, Dwight L. Moody Wounded in bi‘t_tle: : SR

would have to change with every | touches millions of lives and ch:mges'mam other ovcaRiGng: i thE RIS

There would he _
: . of a war that He could use His mir-
changing theory. And yet tiere ave the spiritual atmosphere of two con- aeulous power. It would be but a Jit-
preachers who would rather build tinents. Alone, one is insign’ficant tle while that He would free them
their faith on the theories of science |and all but useless in the world. With from Rome and establish His own
than on the unchanging Word 01’;(_;.0(1; one’s life hecomes a power for Kingdom. Thf?t such was thg mis=
God. They would rather accept thef good, how great only eternity can ve- i‘l;’(? 1:38&]?{-? :;Ir:gerg“})i?cli:efaohr‘:]ll{::?:
evolutionary theory of creation than veal. “Wait for the promise of thel, . i1 S;heb dosived’ that. erat:to
the story of creation as fovnd in Father,” said Jesus to the disciples, isons would have a prominent place in -
Genesis. Because science is skep':- *“and ye shall receive power.” Tet us such a Kingdom. Jesus answered and
cal of the Virgin Birth they ar. wait upon God and He will siiow how said, “Ye know not what ye ask. Are
skeptical of the Virgin Birth of vur great things He can accomplish Y& able to 'h'"fk of the cup th‘?t i
: ; - | : o oo shall drink of, and to be baplized
Saviour. Because science scolis at through our lives.—The Chiistian

. . ' with the baptism that I am baptized
the miracles of the Bible they scoff Observer, (Cottimued. G page D)
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S e | Lhat is the strength of the Christian | without obedience to Him would be a | withhold. Rightly did and could He

|ministry, here and on the mission
the |fields. So also should it be in our|
{lives as Christian young peopie. How
about using your talents for those
for their fitness to the subjeet for Iaroum} you? There are SUkge Joung ‘
the evening. people’s groups going into the hospi- |
: oo (tals of the large cities to read the

2. Reading of the Scripture Les- Seriptures, offer prayers and sing
son. {hymns for the patients in them. Oth-
y 3. Prayer by the leader or a few 'ers have gone into prisons, or on the

A suggested program for
Young People’s meetings.
1. Two or more hymns selected |

staggering institution. To function |say, “The foxes have holes and the
properly and efficiently their must be |birds of the air have nests but the
absolute co-ordination between all |Son of man hath not where to lay
members of the church and the His head.” (Matt. 8:20).
church and her Head, even Chnrist, During the last great war there
fwas a slogau, “Give until it huris.”
[That may be a good war slogan but
Of what does the church consist? (it is f’« p&?l' %if% '510%33 thl‘tthe f"hr;ist-
. : . e - o sulian In-chetliolthg rist’s sacrifice
Is their anything in your chureh |} "¢, 0\ifice we can make should hurt.

Discussion Topies

of the members of the society.

4. Special music or a hymn with
the offertory either just preceeding
or following while the organist plays.

5. The leader’s discussion of the
topic.

6. A general participation by all
those present or as many as time
permits. |

7. A closing hymn followed by |

the repeating in unison of the rene-| to

diction.

“Topic for December 1, 1935

How Should the Christian Use|
Friendship to Advance the Cause |
of Christ? Mark. 3:13, 14.

Suggested hymns to use:

1. “What A Friend We Have in
Jesus.” |
2,

“Lord, Speak To Me That 1,
May Speak.” =,
3. “Where Cross The Crowded |
Ways of Life.”

4. “0O Master, Let Me Walk With
Thee."

corners of the streets in large metro-
politan areas. Other societies have
formed teams to take charge of ser-
vices in churches that had nc minis-
ter and would otherwise have no re-
ligious services on the Lord's Day.

Christian friendship may also be
used for the purifying of counditions

around us. Not everything that hap-|:

pens is Christian. Not all businesses
are run in accordance with God’s
will. We ought to use our friendship
right wrong and to stop that
which is evil both among our ac-
quaintances and others. Many a

yvoung man and young woman leav-,

ing their old homes for work in the

. | cities have been compelled becguse of | “One There Is, Above All Others.”

a desire for companionship to find it
in the dens of vice. Why unot find
such wherever possible and invite
them to our
chureh ?

Biblical examples of the use of
Friendship:

Jonathan and David.

The Good Samaritan.

Paul and Onesimus,

Ruth and Maomi.

December 8, 1935. Our Church.

| chureh if Christ is the Head?

meetings and fo our

"y -1 1 1
contrary to Christ's will? 'Everything we do and everything we
Why do factions arise in the .give must be out of a joyous spirit of
{service and an infinite love for Him
How can we make our church more Who is the Supreme Sacrifice and
}wﬂlmgly gave “the last full measure
rof his devotion.

 eflicient and true?

Topic For December 15.
P E Questions For Discussion

What is the Limit in Self-sacrifice in .
Friendship. |  To whom does the wealth »f the
_ | world belong?

Serip. John 15: 13; Luke 10: 30-37.
Suitable hymns:
“I've Found A Friend, O Such a Is all giving sacrificing? Why?

|F‘rienr_l." Should care be exercised in our
“0 Love Divine ! That Stoop'st To  sacrificing ?

What is man's relationship to this
wealth ?

|ahae Dup Sharpept £ M. Topie For December 22, 1935,
“We Give Thee But Thine Own.” A Christmas Meeting. Subject: The
The words of Jesus, “Greater love| Coming of Man’s Greatest Friend.

hath no man than this tl:-at a mani Scripture Passage Luke 2: 8-20,

lay down his life for his friends Hymns: “Joy. To The World.”

| (John 15:13) finds an echoing re- : .
| g1 g hearts. All ave will-| ‘“While Shepherds Watched Their
sponse in many hearts ave will-1 8 By Night”

ing to agree that the greatest thing .
“0 Little Town of Bethlehem"”.

'a man can give is his own life. That
\is the supreme sacrifice and an evid-|  “I{ Came Upon A Midnight Clear”.

‘ence of great love. By that standard Perhaps the happiest season in =
Jesus Christ is the supreme, the o v > o
ideal. the most glorious and perfect Christendom is the Christmasscason.

2 yansom | How mueh of that happiness is con-
of | nected with the thought of gifts to
'be given and received is hard to say.

friend. He gave His life *
| for many.” Last June a number

Presbyterianism Acts 14: 19-28.

private yachts partieipated in 2 race

|{We know that much of the real

It is not always an easy matter to : : o
Bt e Pl oy , Hymns: from New York to Bergen, Norway. , - A _ :
:,peagil v toulel len(ti‘:econf}? mufguJest-. "(?'hrist Is Made The Sure Founda-| One of them, upon which were six| . i G Ch.rist-mas o lost Den;:ath
?s_ drll-;% 00 (i n Iletca '01 s ) 8 A 'men, a father and two sons with|the., tlamp, tramp, tramp cfls 0p-
”:?n.é 1P ’bdrrfer?{ 3’_ {:a i ,S(fcia" r "1 o N ‘three friends, encountered 1 severe | Per's feet. Back Of.ljc all ther? Ui th?
activities and social or business rela- Glor }?us ungs o ce  ATe| 4o m off the shores of Nova Secotia. 1dez.|, of' a gift geceived that demands
tions without regard to the Jeepest | Spoken. : ‘The father was washed over board 2 gift in return but -much of the first

things of life. Friendship should not
only be based upon acquaintance but |
alzo upon love. Friendship and love
o hand in hand. .}

Tre question of “Who is my neigh- |
bor?” is also a question of love. Who'
must I love? This attitude of basing |
friendship on love is distinetly a
Christian trait. The world uses!
friendship for selfish ends i many |
cases. What can I get out of him or|
her that they should be my friends, |
is all too common an attitude, Not so |
for the Christian. His attitude, bas-|
ed upon love, is, what can I give to
my friends?

“Jesus With Thy Church Abide.” 'Ly a large wave. First one con jump-| coming of the Son of Man as the
“Sweet Is The Solemn Voice That eeg over gto go to the rescue {{'f his ' Saviour of thﬂrld is hidden.
Calls.” Ifather and a few minutes after the] A few years ago there was & move-
In connection with this topic may second son. As a result all three lost yent among religious thinkers hav-
also be used the Study Book Chapter their lives. Two of the;n in an at- ing the slogan, “Back to Christ.” On
T11. tempt to rescue the third. A noble!this day there ought to be a move-
We believe that the head of the Sacrifice men say. ‘ment “Back to the First Christmas.”
Church is not on earth. The Great| Yet as we look at the sacrifice of As that thought becomes predomin-
authovity is not with men but with |Jesus Christ there is more than just ant in our minds we see once more
Christ. The church as a company of the giving of a life. It is also the the whole picture in pageant form ol
helievers is the body. As such it can |giving of a living. Christ left His that first glad day. We see the weary
only carry out the orders of Him who | home on high to make his abode with march of Joseph and Mary from Naz-
is the Head of it. Jesus Christ is the men. He forsook the glory that He areth to Bethlehem, braving danger
only Head of the Church. He rules it had with the Father to take up the and sickness n order to "l'e}‘udel‘ o
by His authorative Word. In all ignominy and shame of earth. He Caesar the things that are Caesar's”

things the judgments of men must left the marvelous heauty and per-

Jesus says, “Greater love hath no | be submitted to the judgment of
man than this, that a man lay down|Christ. All authority is given unto
his life for his friends.” (Jolm 15: Him in Heaven and in earth. He
138). Love demands the best and rules the church by His active pre-
most worth while. Why mnot give serving presence in it. His Spirit
Christ to our friends. Many a soul I works in the hearts of men and di-
has found Jesus Christ because some rects the course of the whole future
friend spoke of Him to them. The church. Though at times it may ap-
best that we can give is mone too pear as though the church is not
good and by giving our Saviour we even superficially connected with the‘
are introducing one friend to another |[Head yet in later years we can see in]
Friend. We need never be ashamed |part the mysterious working of the
of that. If Christ's friendship and |Spirit in renewing and reviving thel
love is priceless to you and your worn and broken members cf the|
earthly friends are worthy of you, body. It was the Spirit that cln->111and-|

fection of the Kingdom of Heaven in
order to dwell amidst the imperfec-
tions and shame of the Kingdom of
men. Christ saerificed His Hoine on

{high in order to share man’s home

below that man in due time might
share with Him the Home on High.

Now, while there are many indi-
viduals who are willing to admit that
the supreme test of love is the sac-
vificing of a life, they are unwilling
to admit that friendship means also
a sacrificing of a living. They realize
that the opportunity to give a life
does not come to all but the sacrifice

and so fulfill the propheecy «f God.
We see the shepherds in the silent

ed at the spectacle before them of
'the heavenly hosts singing their an&
elic chorus. We see the guiding star

|of the wise men as it leads them to

the Light of the World- with {heir
lgifts of frankencense, gold and
{myrrh.

In casting aside the cusioms of
men and their traditions we shall be
drawn closer to the Christ Child and
the purpose of His coming, the man-
ner of His coming and the glory of
His coming. Almost every parent,

watches of the night standing amaz-*"

then introduce them one to another. |ed the separation of Paul and Barna- | o¢ 4 Jiving does. For some carthly ‘when the little son or daughter fifst

Christian friendship and love be-!bas to a new task and field. 'possessions mean more than life it- sees the light of day, plans for future
ing the same thing is wider in its| The hody must be obedient Lo the self. It touches them and they refuse | vears, builds castles of futuie great-
scepe than merely acquaintance. By Head. The body of a drunken man |to be touched. The sacrifice of Jesus ness. Seldom do they think at the
thet we mean that yon can love | does not respond to the orvders of the | Christ included everything. Not one |dawn of life of the day when that
someone whom you hayve never met. ‘head. The Church without Christ and 'thing that was essential did He life shall cease to be. Yet it must ever
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he so with the life of Christ. As in
retrospect we look at His life we link
the day of birth with the day of
death. Our very lack of knowledge of
so much of His life seems thereby to
hring these two events so much clos-
er than they actually were, But that
which links it still eloser is the pur-
pose.

In John 10:10 Christ gives the
purpose of His coming. “I am come
that they might have life and that
they might have it more abundant-
ly.”" Christ came into the world with
more than merely the promise of an-
other life added to the tax rolls of
(aesar. He came to forever pay sin’s

tax. He came not that men should -

minister unto His needs and present

gifts to Him but that He might min- bassadors at large carrying the in-|the family of David to gather jn the |

ister unto the needs of men and that
the gift of life eternal should be giv-
en to “whosoever believeth in Him".
The purpose as accomplished in His
death ought to have a place in the
thought of His nativity. The thought
of His birth may soften the hearts
of the scrouges of the world but only
the thought of His purposive coming
‘can melt the stony hearts of roen.

Discuss in  connection with this

subject:

Has the promise of “Peace and
good will amiong men” been fulfill-
ed?

What would the condition of the
world be today without His coming?

When did Christ’s friendship be-
gin?

Do you think that the commercial
interests have improved the day?

December 29, 1935,

Missionary Meeting. Topic: The Mis-
sion Work as a Whole,

Seripture Matt. 28: 16-20,

Hymns:

“From Greenland’s
ains”

“Jesus Shall Reign Where’er The
Sun".

“Christ For The World, We Sing.”

“The Morning Light Is Breaking.

Whenever we think of the word
mission we have a picture of some-
one sent on a definite task to accom-
plish a purpose. There are aiways
three elements in it—the sender, he
who is sent and thevone or ones to
whom they are sent. Of the three
the most important is the sender, He
determines what shall be sent. The
messenger merely transmiits the
word and message his employer
gives. He may not change that mes-

ley Mount-

gage one iota, The gender also deter-

mines to whom the message shall be
sent.

Now in Christian missions this is
peculiarly true. Christ is the sender.
All missionary authority is vested in
Him. Without Him there could be
no missionary program for the
Christian church. He as sender has
determined the message—the Gospel

~—to be given, Here we ought to re-
member the statement made above
- that those sent may not change that
- message. Sad to say some of those
who claim to be sent are usurping
the right of the sender . They are
taking not the full message Hut only
a part and that portion of it which

seems to agree with their ewn de-|

sires. Not only do they arrogate unto
themselves the right to edit the
Word but even to advocate ils aboli-
tion as the distinetive truth essential
for all men. In the business realm
they would be “fired.” They are tol-

ierated and even encouraged n some
| religious centers. !

~ The message of missions ig
|ever must bg the full “council of
[God.” No individual having a divine
!commission may ever change that,
For Jew and Gentile the message is
lever the same. One name is given
|even Jesus Christ who is “Lord of
| Lords and King of Kings.”

The Sender has also chosen those

twho are to be His ambassades: His
(disciples in all ages in all climes are
{to bear the Story of salvation, They
(have with their commissicn the
promise of His presence with them
|wherever they are and for all lime.
Their commission carrvies them
into the whole world. They are am-
'structions of Him they vepresent
into out of the way corners of the
world as well as the metropolitan
areas of the land. It is a very elastic
commission in that it may begin
within two feet of them or wmay be
stretched to embrace the other side
of the world.
i This message Christ entrusts not
to angels but to men. The winning of
the world is to be through the in-
strumentality of human beings and
not heavenly beings. The evangeliza-
tion of the world rises or falls with
man’s effort plus the work of the
Holy Spirit.

' For Discussion

. How many of the nations 1aay be
' called Christian?

How much of the world must yet
be won for Christ?
| Are missions accomplishing what
they were intended to? Why?

How much of the work is
work?

IThe Shepherds

our

“And there were in the same coun-
'try shepherds abiding in.-ihe field,

u‘ke‘eping watch over their {lock bY|olimpse of Him.”

night.” Let us draw near and listen
to them as they talk one to another.

“The night is cold, Thomas. It is
fortunate that we can sit close, to
such a warm fire."

“Yes, that is true. No dount Reu-
ben will enjoy this fire when he
comes back from making hig rounds.
It seems to be taking him rather
long. But, behold, is that not he in
the distance?’ ™

“T believe it is, The stars are so
bright this night that one can see a
long distance. It seems that he is
carrying something in his arms. 1
wonder what it can be?”

“To me it appears that he carries
one of the flock. Yes, eo it is,—-
Well, Reuben, what seems to be the
trouble,”

“The same old story, Caleb. The
wolves are busy again. Foriunately
I came just in time to scare them
ofl. They nearly killed this lamb.
My how I hate those wolves.”

. “Yes, they are terrible. creatures.
| But what I hate worse is a human
wolf. We have one such ruling us
now. Herod is nothing but a blood-
thirsty wolf. Would that we could
protect Israel from him as we pro-

and |

tect this flock from the mauraudingonseph, and the babe lying in a man-
beasts.” ger. And when they had seex it, they

“Only God can be such a Shepherd, Made known abroad the saying
Caleb. As David said of old, ‘The which was told them concerning this
Lord is my Shepherd.” Some day the [child.  And all they that heard it
great Shepherd of the flock will| wondered at those things which
‘avenge the ill treatment of Tsrael,”  Were told them by the sherherds.

“That will be in the days tvhat the jA“d the shepherds returned, glorify-
Messiah will appear upon earth, Do g and praising God for all the
you think, Thomas, that the Messiah  things that they had heard und seen,

!wi!l appear in our day ?”’ Ias it was told unto them.”

“I do not know. But O how I wish

‘he would come. Herod becomes more

|

[ eruel every day. The Romans burden | BIBLE STUD Y
|us with taxes. It is in order to tax, =
|us more that they have summoned EXPOSITION OF THE SERMON

' ON THE MOUNT

town of Bethlehem. If ever the

| Messiah is needed it is now.”

| “Tt would indeed be wonderful if
He were to appear in our day. The
prophet Isaiah says of Him “That
hig name shall be called Wonderful,
Councellor. The mighty God, The

Isn’t it surprising what little at-
tention we pay to the words of our
Lord and Saviour? We spend hours
upon hours of reading literature of
all sorts but we spend very few mom-
ents in reading the recorded words
. ; of Jesus. We are occupied with the
everlasting Father, The Prince of | yiqom of the world but the wisdom
Peace.” That passage of the prophet| ¢ yequs is neglected. Surely every
always fills me with longing for the jword of our Lord should be treasur-
coming of the Messiah.” 'ed. And what a treasure there is in

“And so it does with me. Reuben. Ithe Sermon on the Mount which is
To think of one who is to be a oreat- |recorded in the fifth, sixth, and sev-
er prophet than Moses; a greater enth chapters of the Gospel of Mat-~
priest than Aaron; and a greater|thew. It is the greatest sermon of all
king than David. But then I sup-|ages. How much do we know of that
pose that we will never behoid Him |sermon? How many of its princi-
even if he comes in our day.” ples have we taken in our lives? TIf
we are true followers of Chirist His
words should be our constant study.
Our greatest desire should he to live
great king. Such humble shepherds |25 He wants us to live. The oniy way
as we will not be able to approach | Ve ¢an know how Christ wants us %o
him. He will be surrounded by the|live is by a study of His words. For
chief priests, the scribes, and the that reason it is our purpose in this
pharisees. But’ what does it matter | column to make a study of the Ser-
as long as He delivers us and reigns mon on the Mount. In every issue
with justice and righteousness. Still|we will take part of that Seimon as
it would be wonderful just 1o have a |our study.

The First Principle o 1

The first principle that should be
observed in the study of the Sermon
on the Mount is that it was written
for Christians only. These words
were spoken to the disciples of
Christ. Only a Christian can ever
hope to follow these words, Only a
Christian can apply these words to
his life and heart. Christ did not say
“Ye are the light of the world” to an
unbeliever. Christ did not eall a
| drunkard, adulterer, or thief the salt
of the earth. His true followers are
the light of the world and the salt of
the earth. A presupposition of this
exposition is that the reader is sav-
ed. The natural man will consider a
study of this sort as so much fooligh-
ness. But the spiritual man will fe-
joice in the Word of the Lord and
will make a serious effort to apply
them to his heart and life. With this
in mind let us make a deligent study
of this Sermon.

The Beautitudes 'V

Jesus beging His sermon by stat-
ing the blessedness of those who
have the virtues of the citizens of
the kingdom. To be blessed means

to be happy. So often people have the
(Continued on page 8)

“No I do not suppose we will, He
will be born in Jerusalem of some
great family. He will reign as a

! “But, behold, does it not seem fto,
' become brighter?”
““Yes, the heavens seem to glow
with a strange light.”
“And what being is that.
be God. 1 am afraid.”

“And, lo, the angel of thc Lerd
came upon them, and the glory of the
Lord shone round about thein® and
they were sore afraid. And the angel
said unto them, Fear not: for, be-
hold, T bring you good tidings of
great joy, which shall be to all peo-
ple. For unto you is born this day in
the city of David a Saviour, wnich is
Christ the Lord. And this shall be a
sign unto you; Ye shall find the babe
wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying
in a manger. And suddenly tliere was
with the angel a multitude of the
heavenly hoest praising God and say-
ing, Glory to God in the highest, and
on earth, peace, good will toward
men. And it came to pass, as the ang-
els were gone away from them into
heaven, the shepherds said one to
another, Let us now go even unto
Bethlehem, and see this thing which
is come to pass which the Lord hath
made known unto us. And they came
with haste, and found Mary, and

1T must
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idea that to be Christ’s means to be
gloomy and sorrowful. That is not
true. One does not know hapnriness

until he surrenders himself to Christ
and possesses the wvirtues of the
kingdom. The promise of true hap-
piness certainly attract one to the
kingdom of God. Luther states,
“That is, indeed, a fine, sweet, friend-
ly beginning of His teaching and
sermon. For He does not proceed,

like Moses, or a teacher of the law,
with commands, threats, and terrors,

but in a most friendly manner, with
pure attractions and allurements,
and pleasant promises.”

“Blessed are the poor in spirit:
for their’s is the kingdom of heav-
en.” '

Isn’t it strange that the require-
ment for entrance in the kingdom of

heaven is that one should be poor in
the spirit? You would think that
those who were rich in the spirit
would be the ones crowding the en-
trance to the kingdom. But accord-

of heaven who realize the poverty of
their souls. The first reauiremen

‘ of a disciple of the Lord is that he

empty himself. He becomes an emp-
ty vessel waiting for the Lord to fill
him. He empties himself of pride,
self-righteousness, and all ;anity.

To be “Poor in spirit” is to realize
the sinfulness of one’s condition. One
realizes that one is not morally what
one should be. One realizes that in
many ways he has offended God.
“God have mercy on me a sinner” is
the ery of the soul that is poor in
spirit. _

To be “poor in spirit” is to realize
the terrible ignorance of the things
of the Spirit. There is so litlle we
know about God, His Son, and the
Revelation which He has made.

To be “poor in spirit” is to realize
the smallness of the good one is daily
doing. There is so much that one
leaves undone. One feels that ke is
not doing one part of what he should
do for God and His kingdom.

When there is a conscionsness of
gin, a consciousness of ignorance, a
consciousness of poverty of goodness
then one is ready to flee to Jesus and
receive from Him the blessings of
the kingdom. Jesus dwells in such
souls that have emptied themselves
of pride and vanity. As we read in
Isaiah, “For thus saith the high and

_lofty One that inhabiteth eternity,

whose name is Holy; I dwell in the
high and holy place, with him also
that is of a contrite and humble spir-
it, to revive the spirit of the humble,
and to revive the heart of the con-
irite ones.”

“Blessed are they that mourn: for
they shall be comforted.”

No doubt, if a person is peor in the
spirit he will mourn for his state of
poverty. He will mourn for nis sins.
But at such a time Jesus will com-

| Bible,

fort him with the assurance that his
sins are forgiven. When a person is
|under a conviction of sin the only
comfort that he will ever find is in
Christ Jesus.

There is also another aspect to be
seen in the second beatitude. Blessed
are those who mourn because of the
loss of loved ones. The cnly real

comfort to be found at such a time is
that comfort which is found in Christ

Jesus. What a wonderful comfort

ey

e

steals into the heart with the realiza-
tion that Jesus has received a loved
one in glory ! How wonderful it is
to know that our loved ones are in a
land where there is no suffeviag, sor-
row, or pain. Many an aching heart
'has accepted the invitation “Come
| unto me, all ye that labour and are
heavy laden, and I will give you
rest.” Such have found the state of
' blessedness. Such have been -com-
| forted. 5

,Cilrist and the Bible

All Christians are aware of the
fact that the Bible has been attack-
ed throughout its history. But not
all Christians are aware of the fact
that the Bible is being attacked to-
day in a greater way than ever be-
fore. The reason why they are not
aware of the fact is because the at-
tack is so subtle. The attack dees not

;80 much come from withoul but it
ing to Jesus their’s is the kingdom

comes from within the church.

!'Atheists. infidels, and unbelievers

have always attacked the Rible and
with little avail. But now the Bible
1s often attacked from the pulpit.
This attack is not always open, of
course. For that reason it 1s all the
more deadly.

Verbal Inspiration

The attack comes in the form of
denying the verbal inspivation of the
By wverbal inspirzlion is
meant that the Holy Spirit so guid-
ed the writers of the Scriptures that
they wrote without error. Their
words are the words of God.
words of Seripture are therefore in-
fallible. They form our authority in
all matters of faith and doctrine.
This verbal inspiration is being den-
ied in many and various ways.

Inspired in Part

Some say that the Bible iz inspir-
ed only in part. There are parts in-

spired and parts not inspired. Then
the question comes as to what are
the parts inspired? And who is to
determine which parts are inspired?
The answer to the latter question is
that the scholars will determine
which parts are inspired. That

The |

the majority of ministers are dis-
loyal to their creeds and what is
more are disloyal to Christ. For
Christ believed and taught that the
Bible is verbally inspired. For proof
of that we have merely to refer to
the statements of Christ in reference
to the Scriptures.
to do from month to month. By so
doing there cannot be any doubt, at
least, as what Christ taught.
Matthew 4: 1.1+
We begin in this issue by quoting
the first recorded words of Christ
after His baptism. Turn te your
Bible and read carefully the first
eleven verses of the fourth chapter
of Matthew. There are three state-
ments that have an important bear-
ing on our subject. They are, “It is
written, Man shall not live by bread
alone, but by every word that pro-
ceedeth out of the mouth of God.”

ship the Lord thy God, and Iim only
shalt thou serve."” Thus three times
in that passage we come across the
expression. “It is written”” From
this we can note the following
things:

1. Jesus in His controversy with
the devil appealed to the WRITTEN
WORD. Some minister has ~stated
that Jesus very seldom appealed to
the written Word. But here in the
very beginning of His minisiry and,
we may say, in the crisis of His min-
istry He appeals to the written
Word.

2. Jesus quotes the Scriptures as

LI-lis conduct in reference to the

And this we hope|

and “It is written, Thou shalt wor-

having unquestionable authority for

against a stone.” This quotation is
found in Psalm 91: 11, 12. You will
notice that the Devil omits part of
verse 11. He omits, “To keep thee in
all thy ways.” God did not give His
angels charge concerning him to
keep him in the ways of the devil. It
was only to keep him in the ways of
God. The Devil would, of course,
omit that important truth beeause it
was unpleasant to him. It seems
that some of the higher critics and
preachers do the same thing. They
want to omit from Seripture all those
passages which are unpleasant to
them. And for that reason are at-
tacking the authority of the Seript-
ures.

THE RANSOM
(Continued from page 5)
soldiers were hardened in heart. But
isn’t it likewise with us?

However there was One upon
whom the death of Christ made a
deep impression. And that was God
{the Father. He was the third party
to the ransom. He was the receiv-
er of the ransom. The inclination in
the human heart is never *to look
with favor upon the receiver of a
ransom. Therefore many people
have thought that God was hLarsh
End cruel to demand such a sacrifice

or the ransom of sinners. But who-
ver feels that God is such is totally
ignorant of the facts of the case.
|J ustice demands that every crime be
|punished. We would not think much
of a judge who would free every
murderer, fornicator and thief who
would come before him. It would re-
pell our sense of justice. How then
can we expect God to free those who
are clearly guilty of sin? God's
sense of justice is infinitely finer and
greater than ours, He must inflict
the penalty. But His infinite love was
such that He provided a way of es-
cape. And that was by inflicting the
penalty of sin upon His only becotten
Son. “For God so loved the world
that He gave His only begotten Son
that whosoever believeth m Him
should not perish but have everlast-
ing life.” That is real love. It cost
something for God to give His Son a
ransom for sin. Yes, God the Father
'receives the rapsom but do not for-
get that the nsom was IHis Son
whom He loved with an overwkelm-
ing love.

Finally let us notice the last word
(of the text which is “many.” Jesus
| came to give His life a ransom for
MANY. Think not that He came for
Ia few. Those who are ransomed by
[ Him form a mighty army. They are
|f0und in all ages and in all places.

means we place the scholars in|temptations of the devil. He ap-| From the crucifixion of Jesus unto

The Bible is not the final authority.
According to this teaching man is
the final authority.

One minister told us that he be-
lieved that there were not more than
ten per cent of the ministry who be-
lieved in the verbal inspiration of the
Scriptures. Another stated that he
doubted whether one out of a hund-

inspired. What an awful state if
that were true ! That would mean
that the majority of ministers are,
more or less, undermining the auth-
ority of the Scriptures. We hope,
however, that such statements are
exaggerations. It would mean that

red believed the Bible to be plenary!

greater authority than the Bible !l peals to the Scriptures as final aut,h-J

ority.

3.
Deuteronomy. This book has been
slashed into a hundred pieces by
some of the higher.critics. Put for

Jesus it was the Word of God.
. 4. The Devil does not dispute the

authority of the Secriptures with
Christ. Some of the higher critics
are bolder than the devil.

' The Devil and the Scriptures

| In that passage the Devil also
quotes Scripture. He states, *For it
is written, He shall give his angels
charge concerning thee: and in their
hands they shall bear thee up, lest
at any time thou dash thy foot

Jesus quotes from the hook of

this very day the ransomed army
has been marching. In China, in
| Japan, in Africa, in Canada and
| everywhere we find battalion f this
'vast army. The question then comes
‘to you and to me, Do I belong to the
(“many”? Am I ransomed by
{Christ? The ransom is there. It is
lup to you whether you will take it

lor not. It is up to you to volunteer.

SLIVING WITH CHRIST”
“~~— [Rach day to walk with thee a little

nearer;

Each day to talk with thee a little
clearer;

Each day to find Thy will a little
dearer;

Be this Thy gift, O Lord, to every
hearer. (Selected)
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