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IMPORTAST NOTICE. 

The special offer recently mailed all subscribers and 
limited to Dec. 5th, has been extended to the 25th. 

Don't let the chance paes. 
TUE MID-CONTINENT. 

EVERYBODY WANTS a sensible Christmas gift hint. 
Look them upl 

JUST 'IURN to pages 5, 7 and 11 for full deecriptions 
of these wonderful bargains "The Story of Spain and 
Cuba", "The Story of Turkey and Armenia," etc. 

SmIE OF our colleges once celebrated {or "revivals 
of religi'Jn" now seem to be celebrated chiefly for 
deadly foot-ball games. 

"THE LAST thing out" does very well for the tailor 
and the suit of clothes he is cultin!!; but not always 
so well for the preacher and the subject of his eer­
mono 

SINCE REPENTANCE is n virtue, one advantage of 
hasty marriage is, says a writer, "that the sooner it 
is made, the longer time those making it will have to 
repent their folly." 

IF THE St. Louis police force only knew half as 
much about detecting criminals as it dol'S about 
"gum shoe" methods of city politics, citizens would 
sleep better these nights. 

To DO another a kindness when all attending cir­
cumstances make it appear an unkindness, with no 
possibility of ever explaining, requires an unusual 
amount of honesty and courage. 

IT IS a great pleasure to criticise the faults in char­
acter and conduct of our neighbors. It is not half so 
much pleasure, silently, to use them as a warning, 
suggeslion and aid in correcting our own faults_ 

BOLD BANDITS who attempt to rob a train and then 
get scared off by one pistol shot, without a cent of 
spoil, are adding to tbe gayety of nations. That was 
the history of St. Louis' only "train robbery", which 
took place last week. 

A CRITIC of the newspapers of New York city thus 
snms up the case ae it concerns two leauing sheets: 
"The vicious New York World • • • is engaged in 
a daily contest with the vile Jou1'nal, making daily 
dives into the fetid pool of filth, to see :-vhich can get 
down deeper, stay under longer and come up dirtier." 

"THE AMERICAN public likes superlatives" says Dr. 
Butb, lion eminent German critic. It is to be feared 
tbat he is more than half right. And there is a little 
too much truth in another criticism he makes, that 
"business life in America vascillates between boom 
and bankruptcy." 

IN AN editorial in the last New York Observer a 
ItIiking incidl'nt was set forth concerning tbe inner 
workings of the great trusts which are a curse of our 
fair land. A certain pastor was preparing to wel­
come a lady into his church by letter. He asked her 
husband why he, too, would not join with his wife. 
The husband replied that it was "useless." He 
could not attend church. He was employed, he said, 
by a trust, and he had to work fourteen hours a day, 
seven days a week, or lose his place. And a promi­
nent officer of that trust was also a "prominent offi­
ce." in the church in question I 

IT IS related of one of the semi-pagan cardinals of 
the Renaissance that he dissuaded a friend from read­
ing the Greek Testament lest its bad Greek should 
spoil hiB stylc_ The cardinal was so profoundly in­
terested in style, literary varnish, that he forgot all 
about the great truths which reveal the plan of salva-
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tlOn. It looks as tbollgh a good many churches judge 
a candidate for the vacant pastorate ill the same 
manner as the cardinal judged of the New Testament. 
Reli~ion is more than style in the pulpit and cul­
tured manners in the pew. Medicine is more im­
portant to the sick than the gilding of the cup that 
contains it. . 

A PITIFUL tale is noted cgncerning a certain faith­
ful, hard-working Presbyterian minister. He made 
application for a half-fare railroad permit. In order 
to get it, as all ministers know, a blank had to be 
filled out. One of the questions to be answered was 
in regard to stated salary. So meagre was the snm 
he wrote down, that the railroad man could not be­
lieve him, and wrote to one of the Boards to obtain 
positive evidence that the miuister was really no im­
postor. As a writer says: "Things have come to a 
pretty pass in these days of retrenchment when the 
Board is compelled to give a minister so small an 
amount, that when he dares to tell it, it is immedi­
ately taken as evidence that he muat be a fraud." 

ONE OF the most satisfactory decisions the Supreme 
Court of this State ever handed down was thnt in re 
State of Missoud vs. J. W. Van Wye, charged with 
selling the vile Kansas City Sunday SUll in St. 
Joseph. The higbest tribunal sustained the decision 
of the criminal court in its sentence of two years in 
the penitentiary. In its opinion the court said: 
"The constitutional liberty of speech and of the 
press, as we understand it. simply guarantees the 
right to freely utter and publish whatever a citizen 
may desire and be protected in so doing, provided 
always that such publications are not blasJ.ohemous, 
obscene or scandalous in their chal acter so they he­
come an oflt'nee against tbe public and by their 
malice and falsehood injuriously affect the character, 
reputation or pecaniilry interests of individuals. The 
laws punil!'hing criminal libel bave never been 
deemed an infringement of the bill of rights." The 
Sunday Sun was 1\ scurrilous weekly formerly pub­
lished in Kansas City, but which has suspended 
within a year. This lesson should drive home and 
clinch that taught to Dunlap and hia Chicago sheet. 

WE ARE hearing and reading a great deal in recent 
times about Christian Socialism. There ars certain 
lecturers, preacbers and writers who are greatly 
captivated with this new doctrine and seem to regard 
it as a panacea for all social ills; the harbinger of 
the millennium. It seems to be expected tbat it will 
make a new distribution of properly and abolish pov­
erty and so make everybody comfortable and happy. 
But after all written and said, we have never seen or 
heard a definition of Christian socialism, and may 
add tbat we never exp",ct to. We know what Chris­
tianity is and what socialism is, but how the two can 
be pnt together and fused we have never been told. 
Socialism in all its forms and phases is a scheme for 
a new legal and governmental system. Christianity 
emphatically declines to make civil laws or form civil 
governments. My kingdom, Christ says, is not of 
this world. It is not a kingdom established by civil 
laws and governments. Behind them is always and 
'necessarily the policeman, the soldier and the sword, 
but he that takes the sword to estabEsh the Christian 
system shall perish with the sword. The Christian 
element of this new socialism must be maintained 
and its laws enforced by phySical power which Uhris­
tianity expressly forbids as contrary to its nature. 
If everybody could be induced to believe in and vol­
untarily obey the new socialistic laws and govern­
ment it might perhaps work, but with a large element 
of society who have to be driven by physical power 
to obey the religion embodied in these socialistic 
civil laws, all the religion is knocked out of them. 
Christian socialism is a contradiction in terms. It is 
only a revival under a new name of the old exploded 
doctrine of the nnion of Church and State. It makes 
a new distribution of property the leading nature of 
religion. It makes a man's life to consist in the 
things which he pos2esses. It makes Christ a ruier 
and p. <Uvider of the wealth of the world. It is not in 
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harmony with the genius of Christianity to establish 
and enforce civil government and laws over society 
which many do not believe in or want. Oil and 
water will as readily mix as christianity and social­
ism, religion and civil government, force and [ree­
dom. There can be no Christianity in socialistic 
laws any farther than they carry the judgmen t and 
willing obedience of those under them. RelilZion 
ought not to be called upon to aid in a scheme to 
revolutionize government, political economy, and all 
business, or to set up a scheme which has so often 
been tried and always failed. Religion ca!l convert 
individuals, but it cannot convert goverumer.ts, laws, 
economies and business. It can work in secular . 
matters only through faith and morals, a faith which 
stands in the power of God, which wOl'ks by love and 
purifies the individual heart. 

SHAJ.L WE annex the Sandwich Islands? The ques­
tion of thfl annexation of the Sandwich Islands prom­
ises to take practical shape in the near future. While 
the territory involved is small, 6,664 square miles, the 
qllestion is one of very serious importance as it will 
be the beginning of a radical change in the policy of 
our government. The reasons in favor of annexation 
appear to be (1) to prevent any other nation from 
getting possession of these eight small Islands and 
interfering with our commerco, which amouu ts in ex­
ports to the Islands, to a little over $3,000,000. And in 
imports from them to about $10,000,000. (2) It is de­
sirably to have a coaling station for our vessels there. 
And (3) there is a \>enevolent desire to gratify the 
wishes of that small part of the popUlation (about 
one thirtieth) which are of American birth or extrac­
tion, but who have control of the government since 
the late revolution. The moet imp0l'tant obj~ction to 
annexing these Islands as a part of our • erri tory is 
fOl1od in the radical change it introduces into the 
old and established policy of our government. Our 
territory is now one compact mass, un ified and round 
together by rivers and railways, aud comparatively 
easy of defense against attack from foreign nations 
and all parts of it can be easily reached in case of 
mobs or rebellion. And yet even in our present cni­
fied aud compact territory there is some danger from 
diversity of interests and from onr mixed popUlation. 
We have already had three rebellions, the last one 
not soon to be forgotten. And the recant election has 
given I1S warning that diversity of interests may give 
rise to new sectionalism. Is it wise to be annexing 
new countries in differeut parts of the world and sep­
arated from us by a wide expense of seas? It shOUld 
be remembered that with a new policy inaugurated 
we shall not stop with the annexation of these !B­
landa. Presideut Grant desired to signal"z!l his ad­
ministration by annexing one of the West India Is­
lands and now a. strong desire is springing for the 
annexation of Cuba, even at the expense of war with 
Spain and the immineut danger of European com­
plications. Annexation of new territories is liable at 
any time to become a party cry with which to carry 
elections. Such a policy is not likely to rest with the 
aquition of these blands. A Eecond difficulty arises. 
How shall we govern these Islands? Can we give 
them statehood, make them one of the states of the 
Union? The popUlation is 90,000, not more than one­
sixth of it European and American, the remainder 
chiefly natives, Chinese, .Tapane!e and Polynisians. 
Is it wise to make a state of these Islands and to allow 
a population of 90,000 mostly ignorant Asiatics to 
send us congressman and two senators. Would they 
be at all capable of governing themselves as 1\ state? 
The idea of making a state of those eight little Is­
lands and with such a population would hardly be 
seriously considered. Is it wise then for our republi­
can government to acquire colonies in different parts 
of the world to be governed from Washin2ton? Is it 
wise to introduce such a policy as this into our poli­
tics? Would it be a healthy elemeut in our politics? 
Would it not constantly endanger our 10reign rela­
tions and involve us in frequent foreign wi\rs'f How 
could we govern Cuba if acquired through tbis new 
policy with its illiterate population and race problem, 
one-half its people being colored? Suppose some of 
the Central or South American states should knock at 
our door, would it he wise to admit them'f Before 
commencing tbis new colonizing policy we should 
consider pretty carefully how far it may lead and 
whether it is in harmony with a repnblican form of 
government, and the warning voice of history from 
nations which have tl"ied it. 
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THE THINGS THAT nATTER. 

It was only a mUe blossom, 
Just the merest bit of bloom, 

But it brought a glimpse of summer 
To the little darkened room. 

It was only a glad "Good morning," 
As she passed along the way; 

But it spread the morning's glory 
Over the livelong day. 

Only a song; but the music, 
Though simply pure and sweet. 

Brought back to petted pathway. 
The reckless roving felet. 

Only! In our blind wisdom 
How dare we say it is all? 

Since the ages alone can tell us 
Which is the great or small. .... 

I KNOW HE WILL. 

I may not know the honr, nor yet the day, 
But my dear Lord will come again some day-

I know He will, I know He will. 
I know that He will come from out the skies. 
And that the dead in Christ will then arise; 
I know that with a shout He will descend, 
While saints and mighty angels Him attend-

I know He will, I know He will. 

I know that Christ will come a Eecond time 
In flaming fire and majesty sublime-

I know He will, I know He will. 
The trump of God will souud with sudden blast, 
.And that great day of triumph come at last; 
Just as He Buid, jnst as He went away, 
The dear Lord Christ will come again some day-

1 know He will, I know He will. 

I know that Christ will come to earth again 
And glorify the ransomed eons of men-

I know He will, I know He will. 
With power and glory He will come again, 
And every eye shall surely see Him then; 
In love and mercy He will judge His own. 
And crown them kings and priests through Him alone­

I know He will, I know He will. 

I know my Lord doth hear me when I pray. 
I know that He will keep me till that day-

I know He will. I know He will. 
Then He will come and han ish teers and pain, 
And in my heart for e'l"ermore will reign; 
From endless death He will deliver me, 
And set my quickened soul forever free-

I know He wil l, I know He will. 

I know that Christ will keep me to the end, 
And my uDworthy 80ul He will defend-

I know He will, I know He will. 
I know my Lord will keep his word wiLh me. 
I know that Be will true and faithful be; 
And when at last his blessed face r see. 
I know tllnt He will intercede for me-

l know He will, I know He will. 

o precious soul, what He will do for me 
The Lord of life will freely do for thee-

I know He will, I know I will. 
H e loved and loves thee even unto death, 
He carCB for thee and marks thy every breath; 
o ask Him now thine own dear Lord to be. 
And when He comes. Hc will deliver thec-

I know He will. I know He will. 
-Melville W'inam Mille,', in N. Y. Advocate. 

.... 
PLUTOCRATS. 

BY REV. H. T. FORD. 

Tbe uneven distribution of wealth in this country 
is eXCltinp: very general and deep discontent and 
there is a very general feelinp:, inuicated by the warn­
ings of such men as Henry Watterson and Secretary 
}o'rancis, that there is danger ahead. This diecon­
tent is manifested in socielies of anarchists, and 
tJocialists who claim to have cast 100,000 voles at the 
recent election. It is manifesteu in labor organiza­
tions, strikes and boyeots. It is getting largely into 
politi cs and is giving shape to political issue~. It 
was the underlying and controlling question in the 
last presidential election, and will undoubtedly re­
appear in future elections. The objection to the ein­
gle golU standard was based on the belief that its 
tendency ie to .nakc the rich riche!' and the poor 
poorer. 

As this question gets more into politics, it cannot 
be ollJerwise than dangerous. It is hardly possible 
to conceive of a subject belter calculated to inflame 
the passions of people than this matter when used by 
unpatriotic and ;mprincipJed voto hunters and dema­
goguee. Thon, is no subject Oll which it ia easier to 
deceive ignorant people and indeed people of inlelJi­
gen<:e who have !lot cfireft:lly studied it. 

THE MID-CONTINENT. 

The result of the recent election is very far from 
having seltled this excitinlr question and it needs 
patient, earnest study before it shall be encountered 
in anolher presidential election. It is a subject 
which has many sides and needs to be stndied from 
every point of view and without party prejudice. 

We have had in this country some half a dozen 
men possessing fortunes probably larger than have 
ever been known before, such as the Astors. Vander­
bilts. Gould and Rockfeller. There is a considerable 
number of fortunes far less than these, but still very 
laTlte, and a far larger number of men who have 
accumulated a million or more. But the loose, un­
proved statements which are constantly appearing 
in print concerning the number and size of these 
fortunes are entirely unworthy of credence. and facts 
aTe constantly coming to light which prove their 
falsity. 

There is not a particle of evidence to prove the 
common but foolish statement that three or four 
thousand capitalists own more than three-fourths of 
the property of the country. These utterly false and 
dangerous statements are conRtantly published and 
extensively belitlved. Belief in these delueive state­
ments is producing societies of socialists and Imar­
chists. It is controlling large numbers of votes and 
shaping legislation. 

The truth concerning the uneven distribution of 
wealth is sufficient without these grossly exaggerated 
and false representations. While it is impossible to 
state with certainty. there is good rea80n to believe 
that there is not m Jre than one person in the country 
whose fortune amounts to over fifty millions. 

It is the settled policy of our laws to break up and 
distribute and redistribute large estates. We have 
no b.w of primogeniture and they cannot be handed 
down intact from one generation to another 83 in 
Eo!!;land. The Astor estate is consfantly spoken of 
as an estate worth one or two bundred millions. 
The fact that it has been divided and sub-divided 
again and again among children, grand children and 
great grand children is never mentioned and it is des­
tined to be divided many times yet, and divided very 
much more rapidly than it can possibly increase. 80 
also with tha Vanderbilt estate. The Jay Gould eE'­
tate. most positively asserted for many years to be 
worth a hundred million, but appraised at his death 
at seventy-two million, has been divider! among four 
or five children. Nearly all the stocks composing 
that estate are sellin!!; to-day at,. a figure greatly be­
low their appraised value at Mr. Gould's death. 

A large proportion of the great [ortune9 left to 
children. are rquandered, lost or in some way diesi­
pated by children or grand children. It haa come to 
be a proverb that it is only three generations from 
shirt sleeves to sbirt sleeves a~ain. Then we must 
add the alm08t inuumerable failures and bankrupt­
cies of capitalists in this country where speculation 
is so common, where booms and hard timeu succeed 
each other so rapidly_ The rich man of to-day is the 
poor man of to-morrow. ' 

Then again it should be remembered that the op­
portunities oC making great fortunes will be far less 
frequent in the future than they have been in the 
past. Unlimited amounts oC the moet fertile lande 
in the world can no longer be purchased from the 
government at a dollar and a quarter an acre and 
turned into farms or resold at ten to fifty times their 
cost. There will be no second Chicsgo where im­
mense fortunes can be made in a few years. In the 
future, cities and towns will not spring up by hun­
dreds and thollsands, making large numbers of men 
weallby by their rapid growth. 

Our railroad system, costing from ten to twelve bil­
liODS of dollars cannot expand in the future as it has 
done for the past fifty rears. Very many of the great 
fortunes of the counlly have been accumulated, hon­
estly or dishonestly, in tbe building and manage­
ment of these roads. Fortunes of fifty or a hundred 
million will never again be accumulated in this way. 
There will never be another standard oil companJt 
and Rockfeller. The gold and silver mines are not 
likely to produce such fortunes as in the past. Large 
competition. and the want of markets is fast reduc­
ing the profits and large fortunes of our manufac­
turers. 

It will not be necessary to revolutionize society and 
establish a socialistic system to get rid of plutocrats. 
In the natural COUTse of things their great fortunes 
will be divided, lost, dissipated and the future is des­
tined to produce less of theru than the past. 

Kan'as City, Mo. 
----------.~.----------

Have you an engagement for next Wednesday 
evening? Is that your prayer-meeting evening? 
When you became a member of the churCh, did you 
engage to attend the prayer-meeting regularly, when 
you promised as in the presence of God, to be dili· 
gent in yOUl' attendance upon divine ordinances. 
both teaching "nu sealing, according to your pro­
fession? 
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THE SUPREME TEACHER. 

BY REV. C. H. WETHERBE. 

RiSing infinitely high above all others stands Christ 
as the supreme teacher of God's truth to men. There 
are theological teachers of this day who are pro­
claimed to be the greatest scholars of the age. They 
themselves give the common people to nnderstand 
that no one but a teacher 01 the very highest scholar­
ship can rightly comprehend the history and pro­
phecy of the Old Testament, and hence, of course. 
the ordinary scholars, the common sort of Christian 
teachers, must wait to see what are the findings of 
these superlative teachers before they can safely be­
lieve much of the Old Teetament. But is it not much 
safer and more commendatory to take Ohriet ae our 
Teacher? We find that the wonderful teachers of to­
day differ very widely from Chriet in respect to many 
Old Testament truths and historical averments. We 
certainly have not yet quite outgrown Christ. Dr. 
Maclaren says: "If you do not take Christ for your 
Teacher you are handed over either to the uncer­
tainty of your own doubts, or to pinning your faith to 
some man and enrolling yourself as a disciple who is 
prepared to swallow down whole whatsoever the 
rabbi may say. giving him what you will not give to 
Jesus; or elee you will sink back into utter indolence 
and carelessnees about the whole matter; or elee you 
will go and put your belief and your soul into the 
hands of a priest, or shut your eyes and open your 
mouth and take whatever tradition may chooEe to 
send you. The one refuge from all these, as I be­
lieve, is to go to Him and learn of Hlm and take His 
yoke upon your shoulders." Do not be beguiled into 
the acceptance of any teaching which evidently con­
flicts with the authoritative declarations of Christ, 
the Supreme Teacher of men in all agee . !\lind not 
what the higbly extolled teach ere of g ldat univer­
sities tell you, unless it be verv clear that their de­
liverances do not make Christ a liar. Believe Him 
in preference to all human teachers, and live Hie 
teaching. 

....... 
THE MILLlME.TER SERnON. 

BY X. PECK TANCY. 

The vexed question of long sermons again! It is a 
Banquo's ghost. A veritable nightmarel What is a 
long eermon? Some lonlt sermons are ahort and 
some short sermons are long. It is too bad, too ulter­
ly too bad, that the "ideal sermon" cannot go with 
the ideal congregation! Of the "Iourteen stopping 
placee" in a eermon. the one would be at lhe be· 
ginning, and the otber at the end; probab ly the 
former would be the more graceful, as the thing is 
wholly one of Ilracefulness. HoW' many 01 the pas­
Eengers would like to stop and be pitched off at any 
wa~etation that might happen alonlZ? Better pitcll 
the preacher off with a patent pulpit spring. This 
would furnish infinite amusement to the yon nlr peo­
ple and outsiders and fill the house, a desideratum 
not to be over-estimated. 

Is it not a queer way to measure truth-the e'l"er­
lastinl% Gospel of Salvation, by minutes? It ie mani­
festly unjust. I have ill Let us measure it by the 
inch, and be done with it. Or if that is to ponder­
ous (?) a measure for the average sermonette-double 
cite ad infinitessimal croaker, let us be accommodat­
ing and adopt the metric system, and measure it by 
the smallest possible measure. 

Let me Bee; how would it do to measure it by tne 
arer But that is one-fortieth of aD acre, and is too 
large. The Bame is true of the stere which is one­
foorth of a cord. It would hardly do by the liter, liS 

that is slightly more than a quart, nor the gralll 
which ie a thirtieth of an ounce. Manifestly it would 
not do to meaeure it by eQuare measure or solid meas­
ure, nor by weight, nor by the bi-metallic or mODO' 
metallic standard. It is not a "battle of the elan­
darde," as the only essential element of the sermon is 
length, or rather shortnes8. There you have tirlue, the 
whole thing "boiled down" iuto a "nest-ahell. " 

The millimeter, the one-twenty-fifth of an inch, the 
standard Bhall be. Let tbe ecclesiastical authorities 
cut off the sermon just thirty millimeters long. 
There is virtu~ in thirty millimeters. It is not yet 
fully determined by the Infinitessimal H igher Criti­
cism whelher Paul received a sufficiently full degree 
of plenary inspiration to appreciate the metric sye­
tem in the measurement of sermons. But to the 
m odern critical ta$te, its advantages are obvioUI!, as it 
furnishes a micro£copical test of truth, and makes a 
little go a great ways. I a:n sure Paul never thought 
oC that when Eutychus went to sleep, and the only 
way he could atone for boring him to death was by 
raieing him from the dead. But what shall we do 
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with the modern Eutychu!es when there is no Paul 
here? 

By all means let us organize a new and holy crns­
ade a2ainst the preacher! of long sermons (more than 
thirty millimeters), Paul and Peter among the rest; as 
every millimeter beyond that "hurts." Let us move 
for the organization (there is virtne in organization) 
of a new Board, to be called the Unlimited Board of 
Oroakers the Infinitessimal Thirty-Millimeter Ser­
mon-U. B. O. I. T. M. S., or as many letters as may 
be necessary to make it strong; or if wisdom should 
dictate, twenty, or fifteen, or ten millimeters. Only 
organizel organize! I Let the reform beltin at once; 
invoke the entire energies of the church; absorb it 
body and soul, money and means, only let the good 
work go on against the gigantic evil of the age. 
When can we have the millennium until we have the 
millimeter sermon? .... 

A-SONNET. 

BY C. P. W. 

She sits and looks with limpid violet eye, 
That shine from misty lashes, like afar 
On some still summer evening a star-
Steeped in heaven's own blue-that one descries 
Through golden cloud; but I ean not devise 
A phrase to keep the nameless, fleeting grace 
Of the sweet womahood, that makes her face­
A fact of beauty-dream of Paradise I 

Thus wert thou. How sweet to look, remember, dream ..• 
o love! Thou changed? The loveliness of years 
Has decked thee, made thee to me what thou art! 
For looking up I catch, behind the gleam .. 
Of spectacles, in eyes that common tears 
Have dimmed. the homage of the old, true heart. 

Nalliville. Tenn. .... 
FOUR WAYS OF SECURING A REVIVAL. 

BY REV. JOSEPH F. FLINT. 

Ueinll: the word "revival" in its accepted popular 
definition as the harvest time of the church when 
souls are to be gathered into the heavenly garner, we 
find onr distinct methods in vogue:-

The "wayside" method. When a farmer is too 
poor to own a bit of land himself, and too incompet­
ent to be entrllsted with a farm as a tenant, he must 
content himself with what can be picked up by the 
wayside lor pasture and fodder. There are such un­
fortunate people that attempt to eke out II precarious 
living in this hapPY-lw-lucky fashion; having no re­
sources of their own they are content to browse here 
and there, and when hard pressed they do not hesi­
tale to invide their neighbor'S preserves. I have in 
mind several churches (not Presbyterian that seem 
to have taken this sort of farmer as their model 
Weaker in numbers and financial resources, having 
nostanding and very little influence in the commun­
ity, the behindhand church is constantly on the look 
out for roving evangelists, who are paraded before 
the community with a great flourish of trumpets, es­
pecially if they give promise of filling up the staring 
pews with a curious ifnot devout mob of hearf'rs and 
put a little money in the empty treasury. Any port 
in a storm. Things cannot be worse, mayhap a sud­
den flood tide of interest wllllift them into the sun­
light of prosperity. But alas, that spiritual flood­
tilles like those of the mighty deep, are subject to 
inexorable laws; the hit or miss method usually ends 
in a palpable missl And the saddest result of clap­
trap methods is the inevitable condition known all 
G08pel-hardeninr. 

The "wild hay" idea of ingatherinll. The pioneer 
settlers, scattered all aloDg the broad belt of our 
frontier, find the native grass rrowing in such pro­
fusiou at their very doors an immense convenience for 
purpoEes of fodder. There it stands, waving its invi­
tation to be cut and stacked, but the canllY pioneer 
consults his own convenience and leisure, he knows 
full well that nature's provision can be had when 
wanted. Are there not pastors and churches that re­
gard the "outsiders" very much ihthe same light? I 
have known a pastor coolly to advise with his lead­
ing members whether they would have the revival 
before or after the holidays," with eole reference to 
testivities, the weather and personal convenience. 
As to the sou1s to be won, if mentioned at all, it was 
with a you·are-my-game cock-sUreneR!!. Aside from 
the lack of becoming seriousness, the trouble with 
such methods is that as there no sowing done the 

,harvest must be very meagre and perforce shrink 
into no hingness in time. 

The "thousand·acre field" method. Upon the 
idestretching praires of the magnificent northwest 

the operation of monster farms constitute the favor­
te tnetbod of raising crops. A single field often 
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contains one or two thousand acres into which an 
army of laborers with their plows, cultivators and 
reapers, is sent, this tremendous array of men and 
macltinery make a great ado for the time being and 
form a picture never to be forgotten. Bnt presto 
changel the work completed, a sudden and awful 
silence falls upon the scene, while the splendid grain, 
hastily threshed and housed, is now left to the specu­
lator and the mice! It is to be feared converts 
gathered by the wholesale method at great union 
meetings held in monster halls where the services 
are conducted by some ecclesiastical genious backed 
by a reriment of singen and no end of comites are 
too often left to share the fate of 2rain harvested 
and these negleted the victimll of destroying force9. 

The "homestead" method. Those of us who were 
brought up on a farm in a quiet and long settled 
neighborhood, know full well how endeared the "old 
place" becomes to the faraily. Generation after gen­
eration has roamed over ever square foot of the 
territory, each field has been carefully studied, fertil­
ized and tittled so as to yield the most valued pro­
ducts, and these in turn have been talked over, 
measured and properly utilized, so that nothing was 
lost. The family takes up each taek as brought by 
the rolling seasons and expect to reap only where 
they have sown and as bountifinlly as they have 
sown. This is not only the ideal meihod of farm· 
ing, but it suggests the ideal method of securing the 
largest continued spiritual ingatherings. Heed the 
laws of cause and effect, expect nothing from chance, 
make no room for mystery of miracle except as all 
life is mysterious, fulfill the conditions, never mind 
numbers, and as sure as God lives the harve3t will 
follow faithful spiritual sowing. 

"If my people, which are called by my name, shall 
humble themselves, and pray, and seek my face; and 
turn from their wicked ways, then will I hear from 
heaven, and will forgive their sin, and will heal their 
land." 

Harvey , Ill8. 

.. .. 
MEDITATIONS. 

BY REV. JOHN D. PAltKER. 

The age of fifty years is said to be the "dead line 
for preach~rs," who after that time Ilre supposed to 
make their exit from the pulpit, except as a supply. 
There are some notable exceptions like Dr. Richard 
S. Storrs, of Brooklyn, but ordinary mortals drop out 
as pastors at the end of the fifth decade. Variou8 
reasons have been given to explain this condition of 
affairs. Some have acconnted for thie fact on the 
ground that people like young men who may possesa 
undeveloped possibilitIes. Women like young men 
who) have personal attractions. Young men are sup­
posed to be up to date In their theology. Old men 
fall into pulpit habits that are not pleasing to the 
congregation, and age confirms and fastens these 
peculiarities on the preacher. Why need there be 
any age limit to the preacher who grows old grace­
fully, and ripens in his calling? Age with experience 
adds to the popularity of the physician and lawyer, 
and as the scholar ripens into a sage, why may not 
the minister become a patriarch as in the oilleu time? 
Tradition says that when John the Beloved became 
so old that he had no strength to stand, he etill was 
borne to the church by loved cnes, and repeated the 
command of the Master, "Little children love one 
another." 

Now that we have settled Bome political qnestions 
that seemed vital to the nation, cannot Christian men 
turn their attention more' generally and earneaUy to 
the liquor traffic, and find Bome way to close up the 
saloons of the nation? Unless we stop this traffic in 
intoxicatinj!; liquors, this octopus. whic;h threatens 
free government, will stranl:le the nation. It is ap­
palling to think that one thousand millions, an 
amount of money expended in carrying on our civil 
war, is wasted annually in this liquor traffic, bring­
ing in its train an amount of diseaae, poverty, crime, 
tears and suffering that might cause an angel to 
weep. Surely the christian men and women, and all' 
good citizens of this nation, who abolished slavery, 
can stay this tide of evil. Let Ohrietian men and 
womAn lay hold ot this question with mighty resolve, 
and they will be empowered from on high to close up 
the saloons, then the sun will shine down upon 
happy homes, and our nation will bec!)me one 
"whose God is the Lord." 

The Apostle says we must "conteud earnestly lor 
the truth once delivered to the saints," and admon­
ishes us "to take heed to the doctrine." Error 80me­
times assumes tho garb of truth, and a doctrine of 
the Bible may be easily perverted so as to convey 

• 
error. It seems almost incredible that the doctrine 
of sanctification, one of the most precious doctrines 
of the Bible, could be perveded, and that good chris­
tians could be deceived in regard to it. Strange it is 
that"bands of holiness, "composed mainly of estimable 
Ohristians, should gather here and there by the side 
of lakes in the summer season, and discuss the sub­
ject of sanctification for weeks, and not really under­
stand the doctrine. The real question is whether 
the human soul in this world ever possesses a sinless 
nature. Sanctification does not raise tbe question 
directly whether the Scriptures teach ua to live a holy 
life, or whether God can keep a man from sinning, or 
whether a man under the command means of grace 
by volitional power can keep himself from com­
mitting conscious sin. The question is whether the 
human soul is ever perfectly sinless in itl! nature in 
this world, that is perfectly sanctified. Clearly the 
~criptllles teach us to lead holy lives, and divine 
power could keep us from sinning, and possibly a 
man under the common means of grace by volitional 
power could keep himself from committing conscious 
sin. But all of these things might be true and still 
the man might not be perfectly sanctified. A man 
accustomed to drink may not touch-a drop of liquor, 
still the appetite for liquor baa not died out in hill' 
soul. A man may be kept from conscious sin, still 
his nature may not be perfectly sanctified. How do 
christians know that they are perfectly sanctified? 
Oan a man by interapection look through the corri­
dors of his soul and discern sin, as he would look 
through the apartments of a house to see if there is 
any furniture iu it? There is only one way to dis­
cov!.'r whether the soul is perfectly sinless in its na­
ture, and that is to watch the mental movements, as 
shown in the field of consciousness, and very few 
christians have the philosophic power or training to 
do this. Generally christiane who claim perfect 
sanctification ars not very far advanced ill knowl­
edge, or perhaps in the divine life. What man would 
want to have an angel write out his inmost thoughts 
for a single day on the wall in legible characters to 
be read by all who pass that way. An un fallen angel 
has perfectly pure thoughts and feelinga, but the 
great prophet said: "W oe is me, for I am undone; 
because I am a man of unclean lips, and d well in the 
midet of a people of unclean lips." David said: "I 
am shapen in iuiquity; and in Bin did my mother 
conceive me." John the beloved, who was as perfect 
as a man ever becomes in this sinful world, says: "If 
we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, 
and the truth is not in us." Peter says in his last 
worda: "Grow in grace and in the knowlellge of 
the tll1th." Panl says the brethren at Oorinth are 
"called to be saints, and are eanctified in Ohrist 
Jesus." still he says "there is envy and strife 
and divisions among them," and they were car­
ual. A Itodly woman said, "If she were sinless, she 
would not tell anybody of it, but live eo they would 
find it out." When we see twenty christians kneel­
ing at the altar expecting to experience sudden sanc­
tification, we wish there was more intelligence 
among christians in rell;ard to this doctrine. What 
would we think of a farmer who would place twenty 
oranges in a row and expect them to ripen suddenly? 
Would we expect to see an angel flitting about Para­
dise, and telling the other an~els how holy he was? 
The time has come for intelligent christians to divest 
the doctrine of sanctification of Borne of the errors 
that now surround it, and show the children of God 
how to grow ingr <.Lce, as the Scriptures teach us to do. 
'fhen Ohristiane will make real progress in the 
divine life. 
Sm~ Diego , Cal. 

--
THREE FAITHS. 

To do the most successful work in the world three 
faiths are needed-faith in God, faith in one's fellow­
men, and faith in one's self. \Vhatev8J tends to 
diminish either of these, is an iujury and 1\ 10Ba to a 
man. Whatover is likely to increase them should be 
carefully cultivated. Faith in God gives peace and 
rest from worry. .Faith in otherll gives hope and 
cheerful kindness. Faith in one's self gives confi­
dence and counie. These are all essential qualities. 
Happy he who has thom! Still happier he who bas 
learned to gnard thelli against abuse, and dlstinguiah 
them from their counterfeits. Faith in self must not 
be allowed to pass into egotIsm, nor faith in othen 
into fatuity, nor faith in God into presumption. To 
avoid the false and foolish in all these direction. 
while holding firmly to that which is j1!ood, shows 
great wisdom and bringe true pros}lerity.-Zion', 
H erald. 

~---------------~ _____________ ~~~ __ ~~~~--~~-2~ __________________________ ~=-__ 
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NOTES BY THE WAY. 

EY S. E. 1'. 

Tbe time of year has come wben many 
items of interest are occurring in our 
churches either in connection with special 
meetings or with Christmas entertainments 
and it would be a great favor to the MID­
CONTIN:lNT and to its special correspondent 
if the brethren througbout the Bynod 
would help to make this deparlment of the 
papel'more interesting. This can be done 
if each pastor and each cburch will forward 
sucb items to the writer. 

Anything of real inUre3' to your churc~, 
locally, wilt be oj interelt to the church at 
large. 

There is a becoming modesty on the part 
of most ministers not to speak or write of 
their own work and yet many good things, 
which woc.ld be and are of intereDt to the 
life and history of the church, are lost be­
cause of an oversensitiveness in this direc­
lion. I venture to say that nl) column in 
our religious press is more eagerly sought 
after by intelligent Christians than that one 
which gives the record of wbat our blessed 
Lord is doing through his miuistering ser­
vants in the bnilding up of the kingdom. 
This is a case where the "withholding oC 
more than is meet tendeth to poverty." 
Brethren, will you not kindly furnisb your 
correspondent with the facts and the cburch 
shall have the benefit of them without com­
promising yonr modesty? There is an eth· 
ical question involved here which onght to 
be more thorougbly studied than it is aud 
tbat is how lar we are justifiable in keeping 
to ourselves that which is of real benefit 
and pnfit to tbe church at large? If your 
heart has been gladdened by a soul coming 
~ Christ, there are others who want to 
lejoice with you. If some beHever has 
been p:reatly tempted and tried and has 
':leen wonderfully sustained hy the power 
of special grace; there are others under like 
circumstances wbo will be greatly helped 
and cheered hy your experience. !lon't be 
ajra'id to mention it. Have you been pros­
IJered in temporal affairs or enabled to re­
move a "horrid nightmare" of debt which 
bas rolled a great bUIden from you and 
your people-let it be known that other 
struggling ones may be stimulated to per­
severe. Has duty been done in this mat­
ter? 

It is to be hoped that the "pastoral let­
ter" sent out by the officers 01 tbe General 
Assem bly will he most widely circulated 
and carefully pondered hy every Presbyte. 
rian in the United Btatee of America. It 
sets lorth the great need and the solemn 
ohligation to relieve tbat need. It resolves 
~tself into not merely the question of loy­
alty to the Presbyterian chnrch; but loy­
alty to its king and Head! The great 
Home Mission interests of the chnrch are 
laoguishinl(-our church doors and our 
mission schools are being closed-onr mis­
sionaries ou the frontier and in fact every· 
where are passing tbrough peculiar :tnd 
special hardships which none can appre­
ciate unless they have had some experience: 
)ur scattered and congested populations, 
Illike on the frontier as in the great cities, 
are crying aloud for help, their very desti. 
tution, sin and degredation being the most 
clamoro1ls voice for belp, and yet that voice 
must go unheeded because the church of 
the liviug God as represented by our cburch 
baR failed, most signally failed to furnish 
the means necessary to send the mission­
ary to them. II this pastoral letter does 
not serve to awaken tbe church to respond 
to this call of God; then I submit tbat the 
General Aesembly ought to clIll for a week's 
"fasting and prayer" throughout the 
church .• .. -

KANSAS ITEMS. 

OSBORNJI:.--From the Osborne Farm t r are 
taken tbese pleasaut werds c )ncerning OUl' 
old friend, Dr. Batcbelder: "The union 
Tbanksgiving services at the Congre~ a­

liolJsl cbnrch, Thursday morning were not 
well attended, owing, no doubt, to he ex-
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tremely disagreeable weAther, but those 
who braved the storm were well repaid. 
The choir selected from all denomination! 
rendered some excellent music. appropr iate 
to the occasion and Rev. Batchelder of the 
Preseyterian church delivered an able and 
eloquent address on the subject of National 
Thanksgiving. The discourse was full of 
patriotism and praise for our glorious Re· 
public; giving to the great Giver 01 all good 
gilts the honor and slory for our free insti­
tutions and onr manifold blessings. It was 
a masterly effort that will do much toward 
making men better and bappier." 

WIOHITA.-A mass meet-ing was beld at 
tbe Auditorinm last Sabhath afternoon in 
behalf of "Tbe Armenians," all churches 
uniting. Bpecial revival services is under 
way at First church by Pastor L. E. Bradt. 
A good, growing interest and encouraging 
results. Also at Endeavor church by Rev. 
T. F. Barrier, assisted by Evangelist Kalb. 

PITTSBURG.-It is a subject for mnch 
gratitude that the Presl/yterian church 
here bas secured the services of so experi­
enced and successful an evangelist as the 
Rev. Dr. H. H. Wells of Cleveland, Ohio. 
He was well advertised before hig arrival, 
so that wben he preached bis opening aero 
mon, Nov. 29th, he was listened to by large 
and attentive congregations. When we 
know the style of Dr. Wells' preacbing and 
have heard his clear, strong and loving 
presentation of the old yet ever new truths 
of 'the everlasting Word we are led to look 
for large results from his work among us. 
Dr. Wells will be with us until Dec. 20. 
His next engagement is in Pennsylvania 
some time in January. He is free there· 
fore to fill another engagemen t for evan· 
gelistic services in the West before going 
East, and can be addressed at Pittsburg, 
Kans.-John Y. Ewal·t, Paltor Fir3t PreslJJ/­
terian church. 

MINNEAPOLIS. - Tuesday evening, Nov. 
24th, Rev. John W. Waitt was installed 
pastor of this church by a committee of 
Solomon Presbytery. Rev. H. Bushnell 
preacbed tbe sermon, also presided and 
propounded the constitntional questions, 
Dr. Wm. Bishop delivered the charge to 
the pastor and Rev. S. B. Lucas delivered 
the charge to the people. Mr. Waite is 
cordiaUy welcomed to his work by his peo· 
ple and both pastor and people are weH 
plellsed with tbe prospects for 8> good work. 
-So B. Luca3. Olerk. 

ELDoBADo.-The pastor of this chnrch 
was assisted in meetings last week by Rev. 
J. C. Miller, U. D., of Newton, and com­
munion was held Sabbath, Dec. 6Lh. Two 
persons were ncel ved into the fellowship of 
the church.-S. B, F. 

LIB&RAL AND MUD& C1UfTR1I:.-These 
churches are supplied by Rev. Edwin Har­
ris, a graduate 01 the last class in McCor· 
mick Seminary. He and bis young wile 
are devoting tbemselves with energy to 
the home mission work in this extreme 
frontier. They lire growing in favor with 
all the people. Besides preaching at these 
two county seats, Meade and Liberal, be 
supplies the cburch at HugMon, the county 
seat of Stevens County, one Sabbath per 
month. At this latter place, as a result of 
a week's meeting, four were received into 
the cburch by profession and two by letter 
at a recent communion.-S. B. F. 

MARYVILLE AND MARIETTA. -Sabbath, 
Dec. 6tb, was spent by the synodical mis­
sionary at these points. These churches 
are served by Rev. W. M. Howell who cer­
tainly does a hard work in the interests of 
the church. He preaches every Sabbath 
twice in "Maryville and once in two weeks 
at Marietta in the afternoon and in alter· 
nate Sabbaths at a country point six miles 
away. Thus on the Sabbath he visits 
Marietta, he preaches three sermons and 
rides eighteen miles, and on the other Sab· 
bath, three sermons and rides twelve miles. 
These points are in one of the oldest and 
richest portions of the State. One great 
draw·back to the worl!: in this community 
is the large preponderance of foreigoers 
who are Romau Catholic. There are a 
goodly number of Lutherans, but the mass 
of these people are not accessible to Prot­
estantism. Tbis fact reuders the growth of 
our Presbyterian church slow; but there 
are a noble band ot substantial Presbyte. 
rians at these points and Bro; Howell and 
his estimable wife are deservedly popular 
and greatly uselul in this community.-S. 
B.F. 

HOLToN.-Sabbath, Dec. 6th, was a day 
of rejoicing and gladnf2s In this church. 
The occasion was the quarterly commun-

ion service. The pastor, Rev. B. L. Allison 
had been assisted for a week in preparatory 
services by Rev. Dr. W. Foulkes of Balina, 
and as a result sixteen were added to the 
cburch by profession of their faith and 
tbree by letter. The Holton church ie now 
the strongest in the Presbytery of High­
land, and is one of the strong churches of 
the Synod. It is an illustration of what 
can be done by a long pastorate and the 
continued effort of a strong, wise and con­
secrated minister. Bince Bro. Allison went 
to this church, there has not been a com­
munion service at which there were not 
Eome accessions and the church leems to 
be in a perennial revival state. Tbis is the 
ideal condition of a church and what all 
pastors and sessions should aim to have­
a fruit·bearing church all the year round. 

(£ommu nicateb. 

PRESBYTERY OF CORNINO. 

Presbytery met at Corning, Iowa, Friday, 
December 4lh, and continned in session 
until Monday. Rev. A. E. Kiser was cbosen 
Moderator, and Rev. T. K. Hunter, Temp. 
orary Clerk. Rev. Edward Dickinson, Irom 
Council Bluff~ Presbytery, Rev. C. A. 
Berger, from Sioux City Presbytery, and 
Rev. J. Y. Findlay, from Omsha Presby­
tery, were received into membersbip. Ar­
rangen1enls were made for the installation 
of Rev. Edward Dickinson over the Sidney 
CbUTCh, and for the installation of Rev. J. 
T. Resgan, over the Alton church. 

This was a un 'que meeting of Presbytery. 
It was a combination of J:'resbytery, Bab· 
bath.school Institute and Endeavor Con­
ventiou and was a grand success in each 
particular. The brethren of Gorning Pres· 
bytery think that they have solved the 
question of how t.> bring the young people 
of the church iuto tonch and harmony with 
the church of their connection; it is by a 
meeting 01 Presbytery given over largely, to 
the consideration of questions vital to the 
welfare of the young. 

At this meeting there was a large atten· 
dauce of Sabbath·school and Eudeavor 
workers. Much eutbusiasm was engen­
dered and great profit. gained. 

The Presbytery expressed itself as under 
great obligations to Dr. Tbomas H. Marsh­
all, Field Secreta]'y of Foreign Missions, Dr. 
J. M. Wilson, of Omaha Tbeological Bem­
inary, Dr. T. B. Bailey, Synodical Mission­
ary for Home Missions, and Rev. S, R. Fer­
guson, Synodical Missionary for Bllbbath­
scbool work.-J. F. Hinkhou$e, S. C. 

A BRIEF nENTION OF :3S YEARS 
LABOR OF AN UNASSUMII\O, 

FAITHFUL n1NISTER_ 

LOWRY CITY, Mo.-We closed a very prec­
ious two weeks meeting last night. Over 
six&y con fessed Christ, !orty·two gave tbeir 
names for church membership. We, in this 
instance,means. myoId classmate, Rev. Wm. 
M. Newton and myself, and tbis is the ninth 
revival meet.ing in which I have had tbe 
privilege 01 laboring with Bro. Newton, 
dnring the last twelve years. He is now 
pastor of our church here and is certainly a 
good sower of tbe seed. It is pleasant 10 
work after his sowing. Bro. Newton. bas 
been a faitbful preacher 01 tbe Gospel in this 
Presbytery for a qnarter of a century, and 
has been constantly aided and strengthened 
by a wife who is equally interested with 
hiru in earnest, desire tor the upbuilding of 
the Masters Kingdom. 

When be first came to Missouri he took a 
half finished church on a new railroad, at a 
point called Appleton City. He completed 
the sanctuary and also organized a church In 
a thrifty farming community called West· 
field, ten miles ea8t of Appleton; at which 
place he preached on Babbath afternoons, 
and which is now one of our strong country 
cburches. 

From Appleton City be went to Butler, 
where he remained nine yeaTS. At the be· 
ginning 01 his pastorate tbis was a little 
Home Mission church. He brought it up 
to a thrifty self·supporting church. He 
was the principal mover in organizing the 
Bntler Academy. whicb is a good Prepara­
tory School belonging to our cburch. 

In Jan. 1886, I was boldinl: a Beries of 
meetings in our church at Raymore, Mo., 
which was without a pastor. I sent for 
Bro. Newtou to come and aid me. At the 
close of the meeting we received into its 
membership over seventy. Bro. Newton 
became the pastor of the churcb, where he 
remained for eight years, during this time 
they built a good parsonage and plans for a 
new house of worship, which has recently 
been built. 

Three years ago some of his old Appleton 
church members wbo had removed to 
Lowry City, invited and urged him to come 
to them. He came and organized a church. 
Under his faithful care it has prospered. 
Two years ago at the close of a revival we 
received into its membarsuip twenty. They 
have built a nice church free trom debt. 

To look OVAr the results of twenty·five 
years o! this brother's life shows what con, 
secrated, laHhful~ and self·denying labor­
will accomplish in hard fields. 

L. RAILSBACK. 

- - -
HOME l\'lISSIONARIES' LETTERS. 

AN INSIDE VlItW. 

EY PRESBYTERIAN, 

Editor Mid (Jontineni:-
Some two or three weeks ago you pub 

lished a statement ofthl! contribution made 
by the Third church of Pittsburg fOT the 
special purpose 01 furnisbing one quarter ot 
hil! overdue salary, to each nf tbe Home 
Missionaries in the states of North Drtkota 
and Idabo. The amouut ueeded ($4,260.) 
was forwarded to the board in New York 
within ten days from tbe tlunday on which 
the purpose to secure it was announced 
from the pnlpit. Within twenty·four hour 
of the time it was received in New York 
every cheque was on its way. 

It cannot fail to interest those who read 
the forme: statement (whicb, it is well to 
say, 11'118 made lor tbe purpose of stim ulat 
ing other churches to take up for them 
selves states and territories, in the same 
mauner) to read extracts from a lew of the 
letters of acknowledgement. The portions 
that are given are unaltered and give as 
wide a range of expression as cau be had in 
tbe small space this leiter should occupy. 

Some are addressed to the ~ecretaries of 
the Home Board, others to the pastor of the 
church. They are publisbed in tbe earnest 
expectatiou that congregatioIt9 tba t are 
enjoying all tbe comforts of cburch lire will 
remember these our hrethren on the front­
er. It is too late to add to their Thanksgiv­
ing, but belore Christmas, at least as much 
salary as was given by the one churcb re­
ferred to could be sent to everyone left. 
There are not many western states and 
territories, and there are many con~rega· 
tions who could do this, and feel no pinch 
of sell·denial aflerwards. The secretaries of 
the Board in New York can furnish lists 
giving the numher of Missionaries in each 
state, and the amount it will require to 
send one qosrter's salary to each. It is 
such a little tbing for a strong cburch to 
give, and yet it means so much to those 
who receive. Hl're are some of the letters: 

Why 
Do people buy Hood's Sarsapar illa in 
preference to any other,-in fac t almost 
to the exclusion of all others? 

Because 
They kuow from actual use that Hood's 
is the best, 1. e., it cures wben ot bers fail. 
Hood's Sarsaparilla is still made under 
tbe personal supervision of the educated 
pharmacists wbo originated it. 

The questiou of best is just as positi,ely 
decided in favor of Hood's as the q uestion 
of comparative sales. 

Anotber thing: Every nd, ertisement 
of Hood'e Sarsaparilla is true, is bonest. 

Hood's 
At the same time he organized the Rich 

Hill church, lourteen miles from Butier, 
and which has long since heen self·support. 
ing, and for a number of years has bad, and 
still has, for its efficient pastor, or.r Btated 
Clerk, Dr. J. H. Miller. 

Sarsaparilla 
Is the One True Blood r unner. All dl'lI~~i"I~ , $1. 
l'rcparc<lonly by e. I. Hood s.: Co .. Lo\\'rll. ~rn~s. 

are the only pill" t l'l t .. l<e 
Hood's Pills withHood's::lamp:u'iU~ 
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(a) "Yours of the 11th inst., containing 
check for 'back salary', is in hand, for 
which I am very thankful, more so than I 
can express. You say, 'Had it not been for 
this gift from the people of the Third 
church of Pittsburg, we would not be able 
to seud you the money at this time.' Sure­
ly, God will in mercy remernber this 
brother and hia people. They have done 
much more than they anticipated. I was 
in very otraitened circumstances Ii naucially 
and knell' not what to do. I had a note in 
the bank due in a lew days, and a protest 
seemed to be inevitable. Then to me came 
these sweet and helpful words: 'The Lord 
is my Shepherd; I shall not want.' I laid 
down my pen and went to the post office 
and, to my great surprise, I found your 
check." 

(b) "Yom: check for my last quarter's 
salary is at hand. Accept thanks for the 
same. It lifted a great burden. My rent 
had been due since July. 1 had wood and 
coal enough to last two or three days. and 
no money. The teeling of relief which 
your remittance brought can only be un­
derstood by those who have been in similar 
circumstances. * • - In doing this work I 
have not spared mysell. My regular Bab­
bath work at present is to superintend a 
Sabbath·school, and teach a Bible class at 
10:30, preach at 11:30, drive five miles into 
the country and preach at 3 p. m.j then 
back to town and preach at 7:30. Now, af­
ter allthelle years, the church expresses her 
appreCiation by compelling the Board to 
reduce my salary below the point of ordin­
ary comlort. I cannot help feeling that it 
is not right. But this is not the most seri­
ous pbase 01 the matter. It is not to the 
Home Missionary that the church is un­
der obligations. The distress of the mis­
sionaries is not the primary motive to be 
presen ted in appealing for funds for this 
work. The Home Mission Board is not an 
eleemosynary institution. Even U it were, 
Home Missionaries are not worthy objects. 
of charity. Most of them are fully capable 
of earning a livelihood. The paramount 
consideration is the fact that the progress 
of Cnrist's Kin/i,dom is being retarded. 
More men are needed, while those already 
at the front are having their infl uence 
crippled by lack of proper support. The 
commaud, 'Preach the Gospel to every crea­
ture" is being unheeded. This is a serious 
condition of affairs, and one for which the 
church cannot justify hereelf before God." 

(c) "It would be difficult to convey to 
you how great the assistance to us this 
money is just at this time. You know we 
moved here at great expense, after severe 
sacrifices in the drouth.8 in Nebraska, and 
now, on the verge of winter, besides being 
in debt, we had no means for present sup­
plies. It is no exaggeration to say that 
the wolf was near the door. As one of 
the forty-nine missionaries whom the glori­
ous Third church in Pittsburg has so muni­
ficently helped in this extremity, I beg to 
convey to them the assurance of our most 
hearty thanksgiving. It it were possible 
for them to hear our voices on Thanksgiv­
ing morning form the mountains and val­
leys of the far west, I think they would 
hear a hallelujah cllorus. _... I will 
venture to speak for all the brethren and 
pray that the benediction of Him whom 
John saw standing in the midst of the 
seven golden candlesticks. with seven stars 
in His right hand and whose eyes were as a 
flame of fire, may rest upon the pastor 
and peop!e who have sent help and joy into 
so many mifsionary homes in North Dako· 
to and Idaho." 

(d) "I wish to thank the good people of 
your church for enabling the Board to seud 
my last installment of salary. My whole 
salary from every source is but $800. I am 
now just finishing the Eecond month of 
this year, and there is still due me from the 
field over $100 ou l/lst year. My expenses, 
of course, go right along, so you can per­
haps imagine how welcome was the check 
from the Board. 

I preach twice each Sabbath, riding the 
twenty or twenty·five miles between servi. 
ces. During the long winter, usually from 
November 1st to May lst, it is very hard to 
keen up services, as the people are widely 
sep~rated, many of them coming from six 
to eight, and even ten miles to church over 
the trackless prairie; and, as a blizzard is 
liable to arise at any moment. it is a danger 
ous proceeding. especially at night. Some 
faithfnl souls, however, are most always 
there. We need your prayers. We need 
your support in this way especially. Pray 
that the Lord would send His spirit upon 
us with power, that men and women may 
be weaned from the things of this world 
aud their minds and hearts turned to high­
er things." 

(e) "Our c1rcllmstauces W6re so trying 
that we made a second appeal to Lhe Board 
for payment. The grant was long past due 
and we fOUlld ourselves in the newest and 
coldest part of North Dakota without 
means and the snow almost knee deep upon 
the ground already, and no salary being 
paid. Yet we were giving ourselves entire· 
ly to the work. It might seem sel!ish of us 
to press our appeal upon the Board so hard, 
knowing that many other missionaries are 
passing through the same trying ordeal; 
but the sight of our children going to school 
not very well prepared to face Ihe penetra 
ting wind of the prairie made our hearts· 
ache and urged us to make the sec(lDd ap· 
pealj which tbe Lord graciously an,wered 
throngh your contributions and which have 
brought comfort to both body and soul. We 
felt as if we should give up the work. Yet 
the need for the Gospel in this western 
town ie very great i!lnd we felt aure thaI we 
were caUed to preach the glad tidings to 
the people. The problem was how could 
we do it without our salary? And how 
could we get away if we gave up, as we were 
snowed in for the winterj but your timely 
ofiering has solved the difficulty. - • • • 
May this be the best Thanksgiving in your 
experience, because, as in the case of the 
Apostle, your seasonable offerings has 
caused through us thanksgiving to God." 

(f) It is seldom that I open letters at the 
post office, but I was so anxious t1 kn')w 
the contents of the familiar envelope from 
from 156 Filth Avenue, New York, that I 
tore it open far euough to allow a peep in­
eide-&nd there, sure enough, was the long­
ed·for check. • •• - Only last Saturday 
I was obliged to ask the superintendent of 
the water works to bear with me a little 
longer and not cut off the water, as he had 
just notified all in arrears he would do at 
once. While I know that my credit is good 
it is, nevertheless, embarassing and humil­
iating to be under the necessity of ap­
proaching business meu as iu the instance, 
just mentioned. Now I can pay my water 

, rent, meet other obligations and, in conse­
quence, .hold up my head like a man." 

(g) "The saints at the frontier village of 
--, N. D., to those in the great Presby­
terian stronghold of Pittsburgh, Pa., greet­
ing. 
Brethren.' 

"Since it is more blessed to give than to 
receive, please to acknowledge this superior 

Story of Turkey and Armenia. 
BY .JAMES W. PIERCE, D. D. . 

500 pages, 74 photo-graveur illustrations. Beautifully bound in cloth. There 
is included with the graphic historical account full details written by an eye-wit-
1U88/ and a sketch of Clara Barton and the Red Cross work. The Book of' 
the Period. 

Segular price $1.50, our special price only 73 cents, post-paid. Address, 
The MID-CONTINENT. 

Story of Spain and Cuba. 
BY NATHAN (J. GREEN. 

468 pages, 74 full page photo-graveur illustrations. Beautifully bound in 
cloth. 

'rlIe ti mely book of the year. Regular price everywhere $1 50,-our 
pecial pdce, but 7~ cents, postpaid. Address, The MID-CONTINEN • 

blessedness among your other blessings on 
Thanksgiving Day. Ours has been the in­
ferior blessedness of receiving from you yet 
we most gratefully acknowledge among our 
special mercies the ronlribuLion that came 
from you to our minister at a season 80 op· 
portune. Many of us here are emigranti 
from your great Slate. and Irom our first 
settlement here, some twelve years ago, we 
aimed at building a church and supporting 
ordinances according to the dear old Pres­
byterian form. Though, owing to some 
peculiarities of the climate, our expecta­
tions in worldly things have not been ans­
wered, we have gnt our church built and 
paid forj we have also paid our minister all 
we are able and we know you will be pleas­
ed to learn that your contributiou to his 
salary, forwarded through Dr. MacMillan, 
has gladdened his heart, because by it he 
finds himself now free from debt. When 
people so sympathize 'll'ith each other. the 
evidence that the Ohristian faith lives in 
human hearts is irresistible. Can there be 
anything more deserving of thanksgiving 
than the evidence of a living faith iu hu­
man hearts? IFor this cause, we also, hav· 
ing heard of the faith in the Lord J esns 
which is among you. which ye show toward 
all the eaints, cease not to give thanks for 
you, making mention of you in our pray­
ers.' Even amid the evils of your great 
city, the light muat prevail, since it flows 
from the lamp of faith and love. 
II 'How far this little caudle throws his 

beame! 
So shines a good deed in a naughty world." 

"We aesure you, brethren, we are much 
encouraged by your faith and sympathYj 
we pray that to you grace and peace may 
be multiplied, while we are refreshed and 
strengthened by the thought that you.r 
strength in that large city and ours in this 
little frontier village is the same. Imman­
uel-God with usl" 

It is impossible for anyone to read the 
leHer marked "b" and not notice the 
severely just arraignment of the Ohurch 
and the Board, which is the agency of the 
church, to inquire into the cause and find 
the remedy for the pres en t condition of af­
fairs. 

Meanwhile, it is possible to ease in 80me 
slight degree the burden these men and 
their families are bearing. We hear much 
about the distress of the Board, but it is 
well for a while to look beyond the Board, 
and stretch out a friendly hand to each of 
these harassed and overburdened workers. 
Notice the cheer and uplift that followed 
the recelpt of what, after all, is to each so 
small a sum. Many of the eastern churches 
are well able to spare of their abundance 
and in so doing strengthen the weary hands 
and commend the Gospel. Afterwards 
they can return to the old custom of con­
tributing directly to the treasurer of the 
church. 

--
A HUNDRED VOICES SINOINO 

GRACE AT LUNCH. 

THIt MID CONTINENT reeorded fairly the 
transactions 01 the Synod of Missouri at its 
last meeting in Sedalia. There are how· 
ever two or three points of which it ml!de no 
mention, at least not to the notice ot the 
subscribed, which will be given in brief 
n6w. In order that the ladil)s of the Pres· 
byterlan church could attend their Mission­
ary meetings, and not neglect the members 
of Synod, which were their guests, they 
agreed with the ladies of the M. E. church 
to pay for noon lunchesj if these would 
furnish lunch in their own church parlors. 
Not to be prolix, the agreement "'Be kept; 
and as there were three parlors and parti­
tion doors, etc., which made practically im­
possible for a minister to ask a blessing on 
the meal, and be heard most of the mem­
bers of Synod were agreeably surprised 
when some one started "Praise God from 
whom all blessings flow," and so all sang 
their thanks each for each and all for all. 
What conld have been more appropl'latEl 
for such a time? 

Again. At one of the devotional exer­
cises, before the business of the regular ses­
sion clime up, the leader called for briel 
voluntary prayers. Evidently many felt the 
immediate presence of the Spirit. After 
five or six had oflered prayers some one 
with a good voice sang (piano) "Nearer my 
God to Thee, nearer to Thee" in which all 
joined wilh head still bowed. It seemed as 
if all we needed were the "flamet of ji"e" lo 
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missionary Department. 

WOMAN'S BOARD OP MISSIONS OP THE 
WllTHWEST 

Meetings 01 the Board held at the Pretbyterlan 
8\1OJil6, ]516 Locust Street, second 600r, St. LouIs, 
VB the lilt and 3l'd Tuesdays oC each month, 
10 A ••• 

llrtulonary Literature may be obtained at Ihe 
Rooms ," between Ihehoun ollO A. If. and 4 P. x., 
Mail orders ahould 1;)e addressed to "Woman'. 
I!oard of Missions of the Bouthwest, 1616 Locust 
.treel, SI. Louis, Mo." 

OFFICERS. 

FJlnIDFNT: Mr~. H. W. PrEntls, 3968 West reI 
Place, Bt. Louis. 

h'f VICE-FRES.: Mrs. Geo. E. MarIlD, 4045 West­
min Iter Place, St. Louis. 

RIC. SEC.: Mrs. C. R. Hopkins, 4083 McPherson 
Ave. 

CORRESPONDENCE WITU MISSIONARIES: Mrs. M. 
C. Williams, 3945 Delmar A ve_ 

CORRESPONDENCE WITU MISSOURI AND IND. TER.: 
Mrs. Innis Hopkins, 2823 RusseU Ave. 

CORRESPONDENCE WITH KANSAS AND TEXAS: 
Mrs. J. A. Allen, 37?:i Westminster Place. 

COIU:ESPONnENCE WITH MISSIONARY SPEAKERS: 
M r8. L. Knight, 91i'J Ailanthus St 

CORRESPONDENCE WITH YOUNG PEOPI,ES' SOCIE­
nEB and BANDS; Mrs. A. J. Neimeyer, 3968 
West Bell Place. 

CORRESPONDENCE WITH C. E. SOCIETIES: Miss 
LIllian Trllsdell, 4219A Olive St. 

CORRltSPONDENCE WITH l>hSSIONARY CANDIDATES: 
Mrs. G. W. Weyer. 4000 Westmlnsler Place. 

":OrulESPONDENCE CONCERNING SPECIAL OBJECTS: 
Mrs. O. E. Martin. 4045 Westminster Place. 

I'U:.A5UR:£R; Mrs. Wm. Burg. 1756 Missouri Ave 
Notice 

A lilY rUn IlIt<lIl!~d Illr this department must 
1e In n~ cffice net later than Wednesday noon 
&1 tilt \II uk fr£cctdlng the 18sue of tbe paper. 

HlPICS FOR DECEnBE~. 

FOnll(;l!_-6YRIA. 
B OJl)[.-TBE SOUTH. --

~OBE~T E. SPEER ILL. 

A cable message has been received by the 
Board of Foreign Missions of the Preaby­
terien church to the effect that Robert E. 
Speer is ill with fever at Hamadan, Persia, 
and would be detained there until further 
notice. Mr. Speer sailed from New York 
on August 19. accompanied by Mrs. Speer, 
on a tour to visit some of the missions of 
the Presbyterian church, going directly to 
Persia, and had intended to sail from Bush­
ire for India on December 11. His Ulne!! 
will necessarily change \ hese plans. ... 

THE 1\USSIONARY MEETINO. 

Says one who has done much for mis­
sions: The supreme object of every mis­
sionary meeling should be to advance the 
eause of missions. This should be the de­
finite aim in selecling every Hem of a mis­
sionary programme. If the leader himself 
thinks there is so little interest in missions 
that he must resort to other things to keep 
the meeting from being stupid, others are 
likely to agree with him. No study can be 
made more f8scinatin.: than this it rightly 
presented. 

But it does not follow that a helpful mis­
eionary meeting will come of itself; it mnst 
be piau ned for earnestly in advance. One 
plan suggested in "Fael for Missionary 
Fires" is that of preparing lor each month 
in the year a sketCh of some mi9sionary 
hero or heroine connected with the field for 
the month. Write the sketch on a large 
eheet of heavy white card broad, about 
t.w~'lty hy twenty-seven inches, dividing it 
into two, three, or lour colnmns, as the 
writer desires. Decorate the card board in 
any plaaslDg manner and print the name of 
the hero across tho top. If possible secure 
a picture 01 him, and paste it near the top 
of the left-hand column; these pictures lVill 
be found in missionary magazines or 
papers, and by culling around the outline 
01 tbe picture, leaving none of the original 
bl\.ckground around it, and pasting U care­
Iblly on the cardboard, it will be almost im­
possible to tel! that it is not printed there. 
OLher pictures of the field in which he 
worked might be cut and pasted in a sim­
ilar manner at the bottom of the sketch. 
~inish Lhe whole with a nan-ow gilt mould. 
.. g across the top and bottom, and ribbons 

tJ.6d to hl\.ug it by. Some of the names ~lAg­
gested for such sktltche~ are. 

Janttary.-Jobn e. Paton, whose story 
reads like a roma!lOO from beginning too end. 
F~~(7.ry.-.Robert Morrison, who began 

8S' h'ragged Bob" in a mission school, and 
became (he great piooeer of missions in 
Chiua. 

M&r.ch.-MelilJda Rankln, who firbt carried 
the gospel illtO Yoxi~o. 

April ........ Willlam Ca,!tly, "~he shcemltli:er 
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missionary," who left all to plant the Oross 
in India. 

MlIy.-Adoniram Judson, who endured 
trials without number in order that Burmah 
might be saved. 

June.-Samuel Adjai Crowther, the 
African slave boy who became a bishop and 
led multitudes of his people to Christ. 

July,-David Brainerd, missionary to the 
red men, 

Auguat.-Robert McAll, who carried a 
free, pure gospel to priest-ridden F?ance_ 

Septembet·.-Dr. Joseph Hardy Neesima, 
whose work lor his native Japan can never 
be estimated. 

Octobet·.-Fldelia Fiske, who sat down in 
Persia at one communion with ninety-two 
that sue had brot) gb t to Christ. 

NOllember.-Allen Gardiner, whose work 
in South America wou such a tribute to 
missions lrom Darwin. 

.December.-Cyrus Hamlin, who spent the 
larger part of his life in Turkey. 

--
A CH~ISrMAS GIFT FO~ CHRIST. 

Durint: the past few weeks the writer has 
been brought into close companionship 
with many of our missionary churches and 
societies, and has met and talked with many 
of our Home Missionaries, both preachers 
and teachers. To her has been told many 
sad stories of deprivation resulting from the 
decreased and delayed salaries. She knows 
of schools closed, teachers' salaries unpaid, 
scholars denied admission to schools, be­
canse of an empty treasury; 

Some of the ministers in the southwest 
are reduced to extreme need by the ten per 
cent reduction, for ten per cent off a $500, 
salary means much more than ten per cent 
from $20;)0 would. for $1800 could not en_ 
tail such poverty and close pinching as $450 
The latter amount is all one of our Home 
Missionaries in a Kansas Presbytery is to 
receive this year, while an invalid in his 
family will require at least one-fourth of 
tbis for her necessities. Is it right to force 
our missionaries into such extremities, 
when God's people have the means, but are 
selfishly withholding them from the work? 

No, it is not because Presbyterians are 
poor that money is lacking for this great 
work of saving our land for Christ. It is 
because covetousness and selfishness have 
crept in and now are limitin~ the advance­
ment of the work at this critical time when 
it needs pushing as never before. May God 
hasten the day when enlargement insteact 
of retrenchment shall cbaracterize the mis­
sion work of our chnrchl 

While our watchword in our Woman's So­
cieties for years past has been "Advance 
upon your knees", God now seems to com­
mand us to search ont the reason why great­
e!' progress has not been made. This year 
our motto is "Ohri8t Uplifted", but how 'can 
He be uplifLed and honored while present 
conditions exisL? In finding out wbat has 
hindered the advancement and uplifting we 
can almost hear God's voice saying as of 
you, "Israel hath sinned. They have trans­
gressed my covenant, they have stolen and 
hidden away among their own stuff that 
which is mine." "Ye have robbed me in 
tithes and offerings." 

In seeking a remedy for these evils the 
women of the Synodical l:lociety of Obio 
held a meeting recently for prayer and 
counsel, and adopted the lollowing excel­
lent resolutions, that we hope every mem­
her of our societies and churches will read, 
pray over and act upon: 

"Resoltled: 1. That we deny ourselves 
by doing without something we had intend­
ed to have and puLting its value in the 
Lord's treasury; that it be to each one of us 
a personal self-denial, something we will 
leel a real privation, that it be a love-offer­
ing to hIm who had not where to lay his 
head, a sweet seclet between our Lord and 
our own souls. 

2. That insLead of sending Cbristmas 
gifts to friends, outside of our families, we 
write to them at once and tell them we are 
going to put t.he money we had intended to 
use in purchasing gifts for them into the 
Lord's treasury, to help carryon mission 
work that otherwise must be given up, thus 
making it in the true sense a Christmas 
gift, uking them in turn to do the same 
with all their friends; and that those of us 
who have been bereaved of dear ones during 
the past year, put into the treasnry, as a 
very sacred offering, the money we would 
have spent iu gifts for them. They now, 
having Christ himself, the one great, ever 
satisfying gift, no longer need ours. 

I. That we appoint a separate treasurer 
to receive these offel'lngs, which shall con-

The absolutely pure 

BAKING POWDER 

I 
ROYAL-the most celebrated of all 

the baking powders in the world- cel­
ebrated for its great 
leavening strength and 
purity. It makes your 
cakes, biscuit, bread, 
etc., healthful, it assures 
you against alum and all 
forms of adulteration 
that go with the cheap 
brands. 

sUtute a fund, known as the "Self-denial 
Fund," to be paid on the debts of our 
Boards. Each donor, if desiring to do so, 
being allowed to specify where her ' gift 
shall be applied. 

It was further decided that a committee 
be avpointed to prepare a report of this 
meeting, and send it far and near; through 
the religiOUS papers, the officers of mission­
ary societies, pastors, personal letters, and 
in every possible way bring it before the 
whole churcb. Our tlrst thought was to ap­
peal only to the Synod of Ohio, but God en­
larged our thought. He could not allow 
our faith to be thus restricted, and so we 
send forLh to all. 

Let our watchword be, "Deny thyself." 
Let it be passed through our entire Presby­
terian army from rank to rank, inscribed 
upon every banner and sounded from every 
headquarsersl 

It is the clear, ringing command of our 
great Captain! Shall we obey it? Shall we 
bring all the tithes into the storehouse, 
then lay our freewill offerings that bave 
cost us something upon the altar, suffering 
even the little children to come to Jesus 
with the self-denials? Given one selt·denial 
offering from every member of our church 
and the debt is paidl What an opening of 
the windows of heaven there would then be, 
what a mighty ingathering of souls 1 

Brethren and sisters. shall we do it? 
Shall we obey orders, pay the debt and re­
ceive the blessing? Or, shall we disobey 
our Leader; fall of the blessing: let the rip­
euea harvest be lost; have our stolen treas­
ures turned into a curse, and we ourselves 
saved, only so as by flre? Which? 

Onr loving, long-suffering Lord awaits 
our answer behind the closed windows of 
heaven." 

Two of our workers in the southwest. a 
mother and her daughter, after reading 
these sent at once $25.00 as a sacred thank­
offering for the precious memory left them 
of the husband and father taken a few 
months ago to the "fullness of joy." Now 
he needs not their gifts, because Christ is 
hiS, and "pleasures forevermore" are there, 
80 the money that would gladly have been 
spent tor bim is to be used now in a Christ­
mas girt for Christ, in helping to feed and 
clothe His servants. "Inasmuch asye have 
done it unto one of the least of these, my 
brethren, ye have done it unto me." 

Will not many thus deny themselves and 
make this a happy Christmas for Christ and 
His brethren? A. R. H. --
A PATTERN CHURCH IN FORE ION 

MISSION OIVINO. 

Not long the lamented death of the late 
Dr. Talbot W. Chambers, of New York, he 
wrote in the Ohri8tiall Intelligellcer the fol­
lowing note about a certain "Pattern 
church." 

Recently there came to my knowledge 
the admirable state of things in one of the 
Reformed Presbyterian churcbes of our city 
as respects offerings to the Lord's canse. It 
numbers about three hundred communi­
cants, the most of whom are in very humble 
circumstances. A few families are well to 
do, but there are very few of the young peo­
ple who do not have to earn their own liv­
ing. 

A few weeks ago their offerings to the 
cause 01 Foreign Missions were received, 
and the amount was $2.429. Besides this, 
one of the elders gives every year $500 for 
mountain schools in Syria, and tbe women 
give an equal snm for the same purpose. 
Also, one young man, a bookkeeper, contri­
butes, besides his regular offering, $101 an­
nually, or two dollars a week, lor a partic­
ular form of missionary work, and has done 
so for the past five years. When he offered 
to this, his pas .or asked him if it would not 
require much self-denial. The answer was, 
"I can easily give this money, and I wish 
to give it." And then he mentioned a form 
01 luxury which he had indulged but now 
had given up, and the money he had spent 
upon himself he gave to the Lord. 

This is not all. Some years ago the 
young people of the church agreed to sup­
port a missionary on the Island of Cyprus 
for a term of five years. To accomplish 
this they determined to lay aside a few 
cents a week (3, or 5, or 10, or 15, and so on) 
for this purpose over and above what they 
gave regularly at other times. They raised 
in tbis way during these years not less than 
$5,400. As may well be supposed, almost 
every young person in the congregation is 
represented in this fund. But the liberal­
ality of this people is not confined to the 
foreign field. Their gilts for all purposes 
eave home expenses last year amounted to 
the extraordinary sum 01 ten thousand dol­
lars. 

How does it come that a people not large­
ly endowe3 with thIS world's goods could 
and did make such Ii beral /!ifts for the ad­
vancement of the kingdom? The only an­
swer is the grace of God refnsed into their 
hearts. for they give wiJlingly, connting it 
a privite and a pleasure to make sacrifices 
for the Master whom they love. Besides it 
should be said that they are and have b~en 
carefully trained in the matter of systema­
tic benEficence, and so do not 8ct from fit­
ful and random impulses, but proceed upon 
fixed principles. They are taught to Ret 
aside a certain porlion of their income or 
earnings for the Lord, and to consider ten 
per cent or the tithe only as the limit below 
which they should never suffer themselves 
to fall. While the constant endeavor should 
be to increase the proportion. 

I am quite sure of the facts above sLated 
and they are certainly very cheerIng: 
'fhey show what can be done by a people of 
limited means. If our own body had 
many churches like tbis one, surely our 
Boards would not be cJoj!'ged by debt as 
they have been and are. Let our Reformed 
Presbyterian brethren provoke us (0 8 si m­
ilar large and steady libel'ality.-Talbot W. 
Chamber8. 
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~kU"C~ p"au ~,.:m~~tt'll{1, tells the history of the wise-foolish king 
'l..I-l ""l "!:J~" ~~ !] very simply and plainly. It makes no ex· 

The Mid-Continent Topics. 

For Dec. 23. 

THE NATIVITY OF CHRIST. 
Luke 2:11. 

[8ee Prayer-Meeting Editorial, page 8.] 

cuse for his follies; it glosses over none 01 
his sins. 

This is in strQng conLrast with the many 
legends and stories built upon his name 
and fame in Je'wish and Arabic literature. 
In them he is represented as a being of 
unparalleled splendor, wilh miraculous 
power over ·beasts, birds, demons and an· 

I gels, and as having speCial knowledge of a ll 
1TOun{1 people's meeting,\ naturalhi.story,?f the . secrets of ma~kind. 
!:::) !] and of thmgs hIdden ID earth and ill the 

heavens. He was called one of the perfect 
among men. Tbe Bible, bowever, not only 
tells of his great wisdom, bnt also of his 
great follies and sins; nor does it very 

CHRISTIAN ENDEAVOR TOPIC. 

December 27. 

Psalm 90:1-17. 
This Psalm is called a prayer of Moses, 

the man of God. It is a most appropriate 
prayer for the closing days of the year. 
We look back on the months that are gone, 
we find God bas he en our d welling place. 
He has been our fortress, our strong tower. 
He has held us fast when our feet were 
almost over the preCipices of temptation. 
He has kept us as the apple of his eye. He 
has satisfied us with his mercy. He has 
made us glad according to the days wherein 
we have been affiicted. He has been our 
good Shepherd leading us into green pas­
tures, giving us both the rod and the staff 
as needlul to us. He has chastened us and 
then comforted us. He has made sin hate­
ful to us and revealed Himself as our 
Saviour, taking away the guilt and lessen­
ing more and more the power of the world 
and the flesh over us. He has set our in­
iquities before us and then covered U8 aud 
then by tbe atoning blood of Jesus. 

The world , in his hand is as nothing, yet 
the contrite soul is his dwelling place. 
"Eternity is before na, man is but crumb· 
ling dust, 1\ thousand years are but as yes­
terday when it passeth into to-day, as a 
watch of the night; the generations of men 
rush past as a mountain torrent, they are 
like grass bloomin~ iu the morning, witb­
ering in the noontime. The divine anger 
is a scorcbing sun laying bare iniquity as 
the sun's rays illumine the darkness." 

Ohl let us number our days that we may 
get us an heart of Wisdom. If so, we chall 
njoice all our dsys, glorifying God aud 
enjoying Him here and now as well as 
hereafter and above. We ought to be glad 
Christians. 

God gives us richly all things. He wants 
our hearts ana our love and then and there 
only can we be satisfied, then and there 
only can we pray: "Let the beauty of the 
Lord our God be upon us. and establish 
thou the work of our hands upon us; yea, 
the work of our hands establish thou it." --

Stimnlating and Nutritiou •. 
Horeford's Acid Phosphate. 

It supplies just tbe rigbt element (the 
phosphates) to. repair waste of body . and 
braiu-a food Itself, and also helps digest 
other lood. 

Sun~a!1:SchooI. 

rBy special arrangement with the Stmdny­
School Wortd, the Exposition of the lesson, 
as prepared by Dr. Edwin Wilhur Rice, is 
given to the readers of the MID-CONTiNENT.] 

Fourth Quarter. Dec. 27, 1896. 

Lesson XIII. 
QU ARTERL Y REVIE W. 

GOLDEN TEXT. 
Let us hear the conclusion of the whole 

malter: Fear God, and keep his command­
ments; for this is tbe whole duty ofman.­
Eccles. 12: 13. 

NOtE3. 

Greatnes$ with Folly.-The review of tbe 
life of Bolomon ought to suggest many 
profitable lessons for our times. The Bible 

clearly tell us whether he repented and 
was forgiven or not. 

Solomon does not etand alone in history 
as a great man, brilliant in his gifts, yet 
falling into great follies. Seneca was the 
greatest moralist in Roman history, aud 
tutor of Nero; yet his great wisdom was 
combined with Ii low avarice tbat makes us 
astonished, and even revoH at his conduct. 
Lord Bacon was tbe founder of tbe modern 
inductive philosophy, of great learning, 
and yet so low, lying and utterly dishonest 
in some of his conduct tbat he has earned 
the title "the wisest, brightest, meanest of 
mankind." 

Solomon, however, was endowed with 
divine wisdom in his early life; hIs follies 
belong to a later period. Ricbes and lux· 
uryof society corrupted the simplicity and 
piety of his early life, as they are now cor­
ruptin~ the lives of thousands of Ohristians 
wbo were once fully consecrated to the ser­
vice of God. His privileges were less tban 
are ours of the nineteenth cenLury. Will 
Solomon rise up in judgment to condemn 
Christians of America? 

I. Salamon'a Early Life.- When 8010-
mon was made king, he sought divine wis­
dom, that he might confer grl at beD! fits 
upon the nation. This was God's appoint­
ed work for him. So God has a special 
work for everyone, which no one else will 
or can do. In this work divine wisdom and 
guidance alone will give success. Whc­
ever fails to seek that wisdom will fail in 
the great work of life. 

Solomon made a wise cboice : not riches. 
nor power, Lor long life, nor great prosper­
ity, but great wisdom. But gaining the 
latter, he won all the others. So now the 
young person who starts out to have riches 
will miss all the olber bleSSings, and may 
miss of gaining riches also. Cboosing 
divine wisdom first, and following it, may 
bring all t.he otbers in its train. Th is is 
not modern philosopby nor modern belief. 
The world laughs now at this course; but 
one day the worldly will see its truth, and 
regret his mistake. 

Wealth came atter wisdom, and (or years 
Solomon knew how to use wealth so as to 
get the good of it, the joy of it, as few men 
know. The multi-millionaires of our times 
are slaves to tbeir wealth, most 01 them 
getting no real good from their riches ex· 
cept the sordid gratification of feeling that 
they possess more of the world's wealth 
thau the great majority of mankind. 

The riches of Solomon did not keep him 
from enjoying his wisdom, nor from trying 
to give others some comfort and help from 
his knowledge and experience. So be is 
the truly happy man in his ricbes and 
learning who studies how to disLribute both 
theee pOEsessions most wisely for the good 
of mankind. 

II. Remembtri'lg God', House.-'Ihe wor· 
ship peculiar to the Old Testament econ· 
omy attained its purest form ahout the 
period of tbe completion of the first temple 
by Solomon. Soon after this. if not during 
this period, the prophets began to pOin t 
out with great clearness the coming of the 
Messiah to set up a spiritual kingdom on 
earlh, of which the temple and the Jewish 
worship presented many striking symbols. 
Thus early prophecy begau to prepare for 
th'.! perfection of this worship in the com· 
ing of Christ. 

Genuine Bagster Bible. for Christmas 

..l.T A. GB..l.ND B..l.RG..l.IN. 

Tbe well known MID,CONTINENT premiom Bagster Bible, Jil!ted at $300, is 
no ffered at the special price of $1 71'), Pos'paid. Testimonials of its 
reatvalue have been printeddczens of times in this paper. Address, The MID­
COl'T NE.·T. 

Drs. M.aybe-
and •••.• 

M.ustbe. 
You choose the old doctor 

before the young one. Why ? 
Because you don't want to en; 
trust your life in inexperieuced 
hands. True, the young doctor 
may be experienced. But the old 
doctor m ltst be. You t ake no 
chances with Dr. l\Iaybe, when 
Dr. l\Iustbe is in reach. Same 
with medicines as with medi­
cine makers - the long-tried 
r emedy has your confidence. 
You prefer experience to experi­
ment-when you are concerned. 
The ne lV remedy may be good 
- but let somebody else proye 
i t. The old remedy m ust be 
good - judged on its record of 
cures. J ust one more reason 
for choosi!lg A YER' S Sarsa­
parilla in preference to any 
other. J t has been the standard 
household S arsaparilla for half 
a century. Its record inspires 
confidence - fifty years of 
cures. If others may be good, 
Ayer's Sarsaparilla must be. 
You take no chances when you 
take A YER'S Sarsaparilla. 

Solomon, as a son 01 David, was himself a 
type of the greater King to come. The 
darker the gloom resting over Israel, the 
clearer did the prophets predict the coming 
glorious redemption. The temple was itseU 
a promise and a pledge of God's remem­
brance of h is people, and reminded them to 
look for a more glorious temple not built 
with ha!lds, eternal in tbe heavens. 

The second marked revelation of Jehovah 
to Solomon appeared to warn him suitably 
of tho temptations into which his life of 
luxury and wealth wa~ rapidly carrying 
him. His conduct during the latter part of 
his reign seem~ to have contained the seeds 
of decay and ruin that fell upon bis house 
and upon the nation. The worship in 
"high places.." even if it was that of Jeho. 
vah as some suppose, was corrupting, since 
it Imitated the pagan worsbip prevalent in 
other uations, and which Jehovah had 
warned Israel not to follow. It appears to 
have crept in little by little upon Solomon 
and his subjects, just as debasing idelis of 
reli~ioll and corrupting forms of worship 
creep into the Pro~estant and evaugelical 
churcbes in our day. This "lHUe custom, 
80 simple, cannot do harm." we are told; 
then another "little change. very trifling," 
is made, and 80 'On, until the service be­
comes very formal, spectaCUlar, and after a 
tillie the church retains the "form of devo. 
tion" wben the spirit of it bas fled. 

III. S in and Sorrow.-The visit of ths 
queen of Sheba reveals true Wisdom, yet 
mingled with great display; a sure sign or 
premonition of the decay of the genuine 
spirit of wisdom-

Tbe "sin" naturally follows; it is the 
order of nature and the order of the narra­
t ive in the Bible. Solomon's later Ute was 
full of temptation 1rom his numerous for­
eign wives, who led him inLo the adoption 
of idolatrous forms of Worship, aud other 
sins. Though he was the wisest of men of 
his time, he fell into the greatest follies. 
Tbere is an old Arabic legend that he even 
lost his throne for three years by the 
treachery of one of his Wives, and roamed 
about as a beggar. But he recovered h is 
throne, so the legend says, and reiglled 
twenty years. He had ruled twenty years 
before the treachery. The legend also says 
that Solomon d~od i~ the temple leauing 
upou his staff, WIth hIS head howed in Wor­
ship, or a8 if he were intent in prayer. 

Great wealth has great temptations. It 
canuot shield us from uuhappiness, lJor cuu 
it give peace of mind. 

Young persons cannot defy or neglect re-

7 

ligioll in their choice of companions for 
life, witbout risking their peace now and 
their salvation in the worlu to come, The 
craZ3 for money and for fashionable society 
ruins thou!aud~ o( young pel sons in our 
day. It bligbts bome, deslrc7s true femily 
lite, aud driv;s th'8 victims to an u ntimely 
grave. .. .. 

Bec!llod Stormy Times. 
"Well that looki natural" saU the soldier 

looking at a can of condenseu ~l1k on t.he 
break fast table in place or ordInary mIlk 
fsiled on account of the sLorm. "IL's the 
Gail Borden Eagle Braud we used during 
tbe war._"_· ___ ......... _----

Tbere are pre5idenl~ of insnrance com­
panies wbo receive $75000 II year; railway 
presidents who receIve $50000 " vear, aud 
bank presidents who receive $25 000 " year. 
Mr. Carroll D. Wrigbt, eminent as a statis­
tician and head 01 the Labor Bureau, pres­
PYits in an article soon to appear in The 
Youth's GO'mpanion may curious fucts to 
spur the amb itiou3 boy who bopes to make 
a fortune. 

10 CENTS 

On" huudred page book. descrip­
tive of resources aud capabilities of 
the soil contiguous to the line of 

the LOUISVILLE & NASHVlLI,E RAILROAD 
in Kentuck.y, Tennessee, Alabama , South"m 
Mississippi and West Florida hy counties. Write 

C. P. ATMORE, Gen'l Pass. Agt., LOUisville, Kr 

Excursions 
TO POINTS SOUTH 

On the first and third Tuesday of each month 
at about half rates, and one-way tickets a t one 
and a half cents per mile. 

For information, County Map Folders, etc., 
address, 

GEO. B. HORNER, Diy. Pass. Agt., St. Louis, Mo. 

TRAIN ON THE 

MISSOURI, KANSAS & TEXAS 
RAILWAY •• 

Now Run Solid 
_TO .... 

St. Louis 
Chicago. 

ansas Ity 
.... WITH_ 

WAGNER BUFFET SLEEPING CARS 
.'.AND:. 

FREE CHAIR CARS, 

----
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WEDNESDAY. DEOEMBER 16, 1896. 

THE NEW treasurer of the Board of Home Missions, 
to fill the vacancy caused the death of Mr. O. D. 
E on, is Mr. H. O. 0 in. Mr. Olin is an elder in the 
Hyde Park Presbyterian church, Chicago, and Super­
intendent of its Sabbath-school, and is also a skilful 
and experienced accountant. .... 

IT IS gratifying to know that not a little has heen 
done towards paying the home miseionaries with 
whom the church has been so sadly in arrears. In 
many cases the money due has been raised by special 
effort and has reached the waiting hands "just in the 
nick of time." The appreciative letters of response 
sent from some of the homes thus gladdened make 
most touching reading. We refer our readers to page 
I) of this issue for something very interesting in this 
connection. .. .. 

AT THIS writin2 no authentic denial has been made 
to the infamous charge that Gen. Maceo, of the In­
surgent force in Ouba, was treacherously shot by the 
Spaniard!!, while he was under a flag of truce. The 
report of this vile outrage against every law of war 
has called forth an inarticulate cry of horror and rage 
against Spain from all nations of the world-save 
l'urkey. We said last week, that Weyler was carving 
out for himeelf a place in history beside the hated 
Duke of Alva. I::iubsequent developments cause that 
comparison to fall far short. ... 

ANOTHER WITHDRAWAL from the ranks of the Pres­
byterian ministry is announced. Rev. H. P. CoJlin, 
of the church of Ooldwater, Presbytery of Monroe, 
Mich., withdraws from the church because he no 
longer holds our doctrinel!. This is the honest and 
proper course under such conditions- the whole 
thinking world, unregenerate as well as Chl'i~tiaD, 
being judge. The question in cases of this kind is 
not whether or no our church system of doctrine is 
true, but simply this: ought a man who was made a 
Presbyterian minister only on the condition of accept­
ing its standards of doctrine, ought be, ethically 
speaking, continue in those ranks I 1te - he finds he no 
longer holds to those standards? Mr. ColJin has 
acted rightly in the premises. .... 

THERE IS at least one reason why Euglish writers 
and lecturers and preachers should enjoy their visits 
to America-it makes them such a rich harvest field. 
It would be very un~l'acious in such good-fortuned visi­
tors from over the water if they should now be found 
holding the supercillioue attitude towards our col­
leges, our culture and our literature which the old 
Edi,tiJurgh Review once repreeented when it sneering­
Iy aaked, "Who reads an American book!" Iu the 
same spirit some British men of Iettel's bave been 
wont to disesteem, 01' even decline, honorary degrees 
when offered by our American institutions of learn­
ing; lind this not only in the more juvenile period of 
our colleges a half century ago, but even of late days 
,,-hen they have attained a l'ecognized rank in the 
world. What are the "waters of Israel" beside the 
"rivers of Damascus?" has been the spirit of their 
haughty declination. However, 

"Sometimes a light surprises" 
a high mightiness of this declining kind from "proud 
Albion's shore," and he awakens to tbe fact that he 
had "not known the day of his visitation"; and it 
dawns upon him that it migbt not be eo bad after all 
to Hcondeecend to men of low ostate," and allow him­
self to carry away from the land of the setting sun 
one of theee academic honors. Bnt unlike Naaman 

THE MID-CONTINENT. 

who, after his second thought found the Jordan still 
open to his feet, the hanghty recusant does not 
always find the proffer, which had been so curtly re­
fused, still open to his hand. Rather like Esan, per­
haps, he finds that wben he would inherit the bless­
ing, even "seeking it carefully," he is rejected. 
:M:oral.~D. D. may sometimes warningly be inter­
preted, DON'T DECLINE. -.. 

IN EXALTING God's ordinance of preacbing we must 
not thereby unduly exalt the man who preaches. 
There is light in him only DS he speaks according to 
the law and the testimony. His message must come 
not as his own but as the L:>rd's who sent him. 
Take heed how you hear. Be careful to distinguish 
between the personality of the speaker and the mess­
age which he declares. If you go to church simply 
because of the minister, and only to hear the words 
which proceed from a vessel of clay, it ie probable 
God will let you have your will and will just leave 
the minister to speak to you and that is all your soul 
will get. The story is told of a pious Scotch woman 
who turned into a church in a strange city and heard 
a sermon which greatly refreshed and strengthen­
ed her, and the memory and comfort of which re­
mained with her spirit for many days. She did not 
know anything of the preacher, not even his name, 
but going out from church she learned he was the 
great Ebenezer Erskine. Some years afterwards an 
appJintment was made for Ebenezer Erskine to preach 
in her part of the conn try. The good woman remem­
bered his name at once, and the power of his former 
sermon to her soul, and with readiness and eager 
desire she walked many miles to attend again npon 
his preaching. She however missed the benefit be­
fore enjoyed and felt sorely perplexed to account for 
the difference in her experience. Meeting Mr. Ers­
kine himsel1 she lehearsed the whole matter. "Oh," 
said he "that is eaey to explain. The first time you 
went to church without thinking of any man, and 
only to meet God, and you found God. The second 
time you went with your soul filled with Ebenezer 
Erskine, and eo you got only Eoenzel' Erskine." ..... 

DECEMBER 16, 1896. 

THE NATIVITY OF CHRIST. 

The exact date of the Saviour's birth at Bethlehem 
is not known-not even the month, much less the 
day of the month. The precise time has been the 
more difficult to trace from the fact that it was not 
until near the opening of the Srd century that its ani­
vereary celebration was begun, Then for a long time 
after its initiation different days were observed in 
different palts of the church as the Christmas day. 
Since the 4th century, however, the 25th of December 
has been generally assumed as the day on which to 
commemorate, or at least to be reminded of, our 
Lord's nativity. Although the Bible has not made it 
known, still it is eminently suitable that all Ohristen­
dom should fix on some one particular tilDe of the 
year as if it were that natal day. It is beautifully 
suitable too th at on its annual recurrence, the people 
of Ohristian lands throughout the world, whether 
they assemble in the house of worship for Ohristmas 
service or not, or whether in famlly gathering snd in 
social festivities, should let their thoughts revert to 
that mysterious night scene in Bethlehem, and in 
imagination follow with the lowly shepherds as they 
hasten there, and with them "find Mary and Joseph 
and the bate lying in the manger." 

How unlike to all human conception was the sign 
Kiven to indicate the child whom the angels an­
nounced as "Ohrist the Lord." Leaving their flocks 
what went the shepherds out to Eee? Marks of roy­
alty and kingly estate, huzzaing crowds, grandeur of 
attendance? Besides other respects "wherein con­
sisted Ohrist's humiliation," the Christmas day pres­
ents this one-He was born in "a low condition." 
This "shall be a sil/:n unto you, ye shall find the babe 
wrapped in swaddling clothes lying in a manger." 
The parents were of the poor. In Bethlehem it is 
probable they were entirely unknown with not a 
friend to note the birth. Even the public inn could 
fnrnish no room for them at that anxious hour. The 
world knew not this tender plant, and men hid as it 
were their faces from Him-

"A King without regalia, 
A God withont the thunder." 

CHRISTMAS GlT'ING. But heaven takes note of that Bethlehem scene, 
God sees to it that this birth is marked by a grandeur 

When the wiee men from the East kneeled ae wor- of celebration. An angel in a shining of 210ry by 
shipers before the infant .Tesua "they presented unto which the ni~ht was tnrned into more than day her­
Him their gilts-gold, frackincenn and myrrh." aIds it, and a whole multitude of the heavenly hosts 
That was probably the ori~in of the now universal Sing their song of glad tidings over the new born 
custom, in Obristian lands, of Ohrisimas giving. But child. And tbis divine marking of our Lord's birth 
like many other practices, while still reminiscent of amid the indifference of those to whom He came flnds 
its oTi~in it has largely departed from its particular I corresponding instances in other features of His 
significance. The wise men expreesed their joy and humiliation-celestial protests, as it were, and pro­
gladness over the star-hearalded king of the Jews by clamations of His supernal ~Iory at times when men 
gifts, not to one another, but to the child whom they esteemed Him not. At Christ's baptIsm, the day of 
had come from afar to hail. entrance on His public life of ministrv. He came to 

'1 he character of that gift-making Bcene may well the Jordan but only as one in the gre~t multitudes, 
sUj!geat the question whether we would not be more unattended and unknown, when another sublime 
in the apiJ'it of the true and original Christmas if, to manifestation in the sky revealed Him-even the 
a larger extent than has been common, we let our heavons opening and the Spirit of God descending 
gifts take the form of direct offerings to Ohrist. I::io like a dove, and the voice proclaiming Him the Son 
much of holidav g~viug seems to bear little likeness to of God. Likewise in the tragedy of his death. 
that occasion which originated the pleasant custom. When the world which knew Him not, and which, 

As the caUEe of Christ in the etru~glinl/: gospel, in furnishing no house for His birth hour, could yet 
the unpaid missionary servants, in the restricted elect a cross on which He should hang in agony and 
scope of the church so ulgently appeals, at the pres- shame, and when all forsook Him and fled and He 
ent time especially, let us hear the cry of the wise was "conn ted a worm and no man," and smitten of 
men as they entered Jerusalem, "Where is He that is God and afflicted, then was the sun at midday dark­
boro king of the Jew~;" and let Bethlehem, ihis ened and the vail of the temple was rent in twain. 
Christmas season, be the destination of many a pre- It is important that we catch the full measure of 
eious gift_ Giving to help the cause of the Gospel, that Bethlehem wng which rang out on the heaven­
giving to help fill the treasury of a missionary lit plains. Is there a tendency at the present time to 
s_ociet~, giving ~o_ the ~o_or and _ needy-this is in place an emphaeis on the last note of its trilogy, and 
hne With the oIllpnal glvlng which commemorated to dissociate it from the other strains? In the de vel­
the birth of a Saviour. The present system of Christ- opment of the humanitarian spirit, are we too much 
mas transfer and reciprocal giving is in danger of be- confining its significance to t.he "good will to men?" 
comin~ a burden and a perplexity, and of turning We rejoice in the day as a s.:lcial festival, and the out­
into a spec~es of social bondage. ~bese gifts are so flow of kindly cheer it brilJgs. But are we in dan~er 
much a thlDg of season and set time and holiday of l'xhausting its whole significance in the hurl 
form that they are often devoid of the spontaneity burly of joviality and the often burdensome role :r 
and the joyous exprpssivenesB which they might gift-making? <'Good will to men," surely. Let the 
otherwise ha~~. A return to the pristine object and day only deepen the sense of human ties and obJiga­
manner of glVlDg we are sure would help restore its tions. But we lose its very import, and maKe it an­
joy. other thing, unless we keep ever in mind that .first of 

In view of the depression of the Mission Boards of all it means God's ~ood will to men in His provision­
the church and the privations of the missionaries by the incarnation of His son, for that redemption of 
owing to their unpaid salaries, it is suggesting itself sinful men by means of which is peace on earth and 
to many Presbyterians as a timely thing and credit- glorv to God above the earth. l'he basis for this glad 
able to turn a part at least of their Christmas giv- choral acclaim in the Jndeau sky is that for us sin­
ing this year into those channels. Many thus re~u- ners and for our salvation, the babe in the Bethlehem 
lated their practice on the late Thanksgiving day- manger was a "Saviour who is Ohrist the Lord." 
they did without the superfiuities of the feasting "God sent forth His son made of a woman, made 
feature and turned that part of "table outlSj'" into under the law to redeem them that were under the 
the treasury of the Lord. And we recommend that law." From the first the crOBS threw its shadow 
the same pl'inciple be applied this coming Ohristmas across His path. So we cannot linger at Bethlehem 
day. That is, that we consider the Lord in his cause but must go to Calvary, if we would understand "thi~ 
as one of the objects in our giving. thing which is come to pass." 

--



DECEMBER 16, 189B. THE MID-OONTINENT. 

FROM THE BOARD OF FORElGN MISSIONS. manded you: and, 10, I am with you alway, even unto the 
end of the world."-Matt. 28:18-20. 

To the Editor.' 
Will you kindly permit us through your columns, to re­

mind the pastors and Sabbath-school superintendents of 
the Presbyteriau churCh, that the General Assembly has 
repeatedly designated the Sabbath preceding Christmas as 
tbe tlDle for a speoial foreign missionary offering in all the 
Sabbath-schools. In harmony with this action, the Board 
of Foreign Missions has' issued an excellent and appro­
priate foreign missionary Christmas exercise, which it is 
prepared to gratuitously distribute. 

But whether this particular exercise is used or not, it is 
earnestly hoped that the offering will not be omitted. We 
do not desire to have appeals based on the debt of the 
board, which has now been reduced to $32,253, but the 
need for money to meet the obligations for the regular 
work of the current year, so that we can prevent the lor­
motion of another debt. The children therefore should be 
informed that their gifts will be used to maintain present 
missionary work. 

There is special need for presen ting this cauee to the 
Sabbath-schools. Though these sohools enroll 1,006.391 
'Dembers, they contributed througb the Board of Foreign 
Missions last year only $30,289, au aggregate (If but three 
cents per member. This was ~7,742 less than the gifts of 
the preceding year, and from present indications the loss 
will be even larger this year, tor the receipts of the Board 
thus far indicate a still greater falling off in the Sabbath­
school contributions. 

In these circumstances, we trust that every pastor and 
Sabbath-school superintendent will see that the cause so 
dear to the heart of Ohrist and so vital to the temporal and 
eternal welfare of our fellowmen is not allowed to suffer; 
that the claims of foreign missions are presented to the 
schools in an attractive and effective way; that officers, 
teachers and scholars are interested in this work; that an 
ollering is made which shall be participated in by every 
member of the school, and that this offering is not divert­
ed to outside agencies, but sent directly to the Board. 

On the behalf 01 the Board of Foreign Missions, 
ARTHUR J. BROWN, Oor. Sec·y. 

-- .. 
TOPlCS SUGGESTED FOR THE WEEK OF 

PRAYER BY TEE EI'ANGELIC,1L 
ALLIANCE FOR THE UNITED 

STATES. JANUARY 
3-10, 1897". 

Sundav, January 3d. Sermons.-"The Lord is good unto 
them that wait for H im, to the soul that seeketh Him."-

9m 3;25. 
Monday, January 4lh.-Humilialion and Thanksgiving. 
Confession: Of personal, social and national sins.-

_Psalm 25:1-18; Joel 2:12-14_ 
Thanksgiving: For the bles3ings of the year_-Psalm 

107:1·9; Psalm 145:1-9; Eph. 1:3 7. 
Tuesday, Janual'y 5lh.,-The Churc~ Universal. 
Praise: For the reality of Christian unity, and for its in­

creasing recognition. 1 Cor. 12:12-27. 
Prayer: For the Holy Spirit; for a pure Gospel; for the 

fellowship 01 believerb; for the fulfillment 01 the church's 
mission.-Acts 2:1-18; 1 John 1:3 .7; Matt. 13:31-33. 

Wednesday, January 6!h..-Nations and theil' Rulers. 
Praise: For the general prevaleuce of peace; lor the 

happy issue of the V ~nezuelan dispnte; for the progrefs ot 
arbitralion.-Matt. 5:9. 

Prayer' For all in authority; for courts of justice and 
legislatures, that righteousness tOay prevail in them; for 
the complete triumph of the prinCiple of arbitration; for 
temperance and all other needed reforms; for the brother­
hood of men, that all sectionalism, class prejudices aud 
race antipathies mllY cease.-Rom. 13:1-7; PI·OV. 23:2D 35; 
Isa. 2:4; Acts 17:26; I:'salm 133. 

Thursday, Jalma,'Y 7th..-Foreign Missions. 
Praise: For the progress of the year; for the assurance 

that the will of God will yet be done in earth as it is in 
heaven.-Rev.11:15. 

Prayer: For a revival of the missionary spirit; for the 
inspiration o[ the Holy Spirit in the interdenominational 
meetings the ensuing week in the interest of Foreign Mis­
sions: for ipe reliel of missionary treasuries; lor mission­
aries, especially those exposed to peculiar perils; for Ar­
menians, Stundists and all who are persecuted lor Christ's 
sake; for the conversion of the world.-Matt. 28:18·20, Matt. 
5:10-12, Isa. 35. 

F"iday, January 8th.-Home Missions. 

Notes on these topiCS will be furnished gratis to auy paa­
tor, on application? Addtess: Evangelical Alliance, 
United Oharities Building, 22d St. & Fourth A.venue, New 
York. .... 
A PHASE OF THE HIGHER CRITICISM IN 

CBlOAGO. 

Dr. Curtiss orthe Congregational Theological Seminary 
of Chicagc" some time ago read a paper before a ministers' 
meeting, the purport of which ' was very considerably to 
modify, if not entirely withdraw, from use as Old Testa­
ment witnessing to Christ, the Messianic picture of the 
sufferer in Isa. 53rd, and the passage in !sa. 9, abo'lt the 
Child who was to be born and whose name "shall be called 
Wonderful, Counsellor, the Mighty God, the Everlasting 
Father, the Prince of Peace," and of whose "government 
there &hall be no end;" that a personage of that day was 
the one referred to. A.lso in the SBme paper the Professor 
was bold to say that Matthew (or as he preferred more 
critically to put it, "the author of Matthew'S gospel") ob­
tained a prophecy of Christ from Isaiah "by false etymo­
logy." 

This paper, or at least the same view, has been recently 
published by Dr. Curtiss in the Biblical World, Prof. Har­
pers's Magazine. The Interior is justly indignant over 
such teaching and vigorously rebukes it. Referring to the 
time the article was read in the ministers' meeting. it re­
lates this incident: 

"Dr. P. S. Hulbert rose, on that occasion, to ask for in­
formation. He desired to know to what Personage in 
Isaiah's time, or thereafter, Isaiah's appellations would 
apply. Of whom could it be said that he was, first, the 
Wonderful; second, the Counsellor; third, the Mighty God; 
fourth, the Everlasting Father; fifth, the Prince of Peace, 
and finally that of his government there should be no 
end?" . 

It adds that Prof. Curtiss did not answer these questions 
then, nor now, but only claims that his view "is far better 
for the Christian scholarship of the nineteenth ceutury 
than the more childlike representation of Messianic 
prophecy among Jews and Christians down to the present 
century." 

To this the Interiol' well replies in language that we take 
pleasure in quoting: 

"Down to the present century, certainly from the day of 
Pentecost, there has nc,t been the least hesitation or dUli· 
culty in answering with the Apostle John, 'The Word was 
with God, and the Word was God,' None of the writers of 
the New Testament had any doubt or hesitation in apply. 
ing to our Lord those most sublime and majesticaHributes 
enumerated by Isaiah. But the Rev. Samuel Ives Curtiss 
Ph.D., D.D., comes forth from the Ch!cago Congregationai 
Theological Seminary with his 'Jar better', which 'far 
better' is a denial of the Messianic character and purpose of 
the Isaiah description-aud also of the Messianic character 
of that mGst wo nderful description found in Isa. 52:13-15 
and the whole of chapter 53. 

"If the Biblical World and the Congregational Seminary, 
could succeed in this i G would be dilficul~ to find an iIlus 
trative comparison. The blessed season is near at hand 
when we wall look up with tbe eye of faith and 01 depie­
tive imagination upou those angels, who, in consummate 
heauty, joy and I'xultation, floated over Bethlehem and 
filled the air with the glory of light and of melody. If 
ome envious and malign spirit could have plucked them 
down and trailed them in the mire of Gehenna, the fall 
would not be 80 laT, nor the humiliation so great, as that 
which would be done to these lofty. noble and majestic 
heralds 01 the coming Lord, whose voices are forever heard 
rom the topmost heights of the Divine Revelations. The 
Oratorio of the Messiah is dead and its soul is lost. The 
mount of the Transfiguration has vanished, as does a white 
high tower of clouds from a summer sky. But we would 
not seem to strive for familiar comparisons which would be 
adequate, only to find them inad! q'late. 

"But what about the stndents at the two great Congre­
gational and Baptist divinity schools? They must follow 
these ideas, nor ever rise above the low level of materilistic 
conceptions. Their wings are clipt, their ears lorever 
stopped to the divinest harmonies which ever fell upon the 
listening ear 6f man." 

ONE OF OUR HEROES. 

Praise: For increasing apprehension of the social mis- The young president of one of our western colleges writes 
sion ot the church; lor the growth of municipal relorm.- to a relative, with no thought that his words would ever 
Isa. 65:17-25. see the light in print; but the words have a large interest 

Prayer: For missionary societies hurdened with debt; for all of us, and suggest, as one has said, "What martyr­
for home and city missionaries; for increased co-operation; atull we are using in our great work that is so full of selt­
for neglected populations, both city and rural, and for" denying missionary romance," that we must not keep the 
divine urgency that shall impel to effort in their behalf. knowledge of it in the files of a private correspondence. 
Luke 24:46, 47; Luke 10:1, 2; Luke 14:23. The writer says: 

Salurday , January 9lh.-Families and Schools. "Loads of work are resting upon me all the time, and 
Praise: For families united in Christ and for the in- loads more are awaiting me. There is more work '£han 

creasing number 01 Christian youth. money in this. The times here are simply shut up tight 
Player: For parents, children and servantsj lor a more and hard. I am scarcely making a living. I just squeezed 

general observance 01 family worship, lor all schools, col- through the last year. I have laid out large plans for the 
leges, semina1'ies and universities; for !:lunday-schools and coming year; have increased my teaching force, and Pro­
for religiOUS societies for young men and women.-Col. 2: fessor-- and I have put in 2.500 miles on our wheels 
14-25; Deut. 11:18·21; Joel 2:28, 29. this summer, drumming up students, and presenting the 

Sunday, January 10th.-Sermolis. College in public and private. Many people now know of 
"All power is given unto me in heave3 and in earth. Go the College who never heard 01 it before. I ride a splendid 

'e therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the wheel. It has carried me over mountain roads that wonld 
I i he Father, and 01 the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: make you hold your breath to look at. We have Pllt out 

'lem to ob.lerve ull things whatsoever I have com- I blotters advertising the College, and have lodged them in 
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e1Itry house for twenty-five miles in a radius around. Did 
it personally, and in many instances got acquainted. I 
sometimes get tired of the work, and wish I had a chair in 
some well established institution where I might do noth­
ing but study, teach and nnfold. But I believe I am 
serving the Lord hllre, as I never have served Him before, 
and I feel that He wants me to stay here longer. It is a 
hard task, but God has wonderfully smiled on our eflorls 
this past year. He has raised up men to help 118 until we 
have received nearly $3.500 in cash, and $3 000 more in sub­
scription towards our debt. Just now I am worried most 
about the interest on the mortgage, and a little over $4.00 
one 01 the teachers advanced last year to help us through a 
tight squeeze. They are all like myself living with noses 
to the grindstone. I liave worn out t,he carpets on our 
house-floors and we are now living in an uncarpeted house 
A.nd if -- is elected I shall lose the house. These are 
strange times. 

"The college cause is strengthening, I think, in the 
church through the stale. 1/ I can only get hblp to wipe 
out the debt, now about $8.200, and get up a dormitory, 
and start an endowment fund, I can build up a College 
here of which our church may well be proud. We are all 
very well. It beats all how good the Lord is to us. We 
have daily causes of rejoicing in His love and care."-Dr. 
E. C. Ray. 

---
ANNOUNCEMENT OF THE GENERAL ASSEMB­

LY'S COMMITTEE OF NINE CONCERNlNG 
THE AFFAIRS OF TEE HOME MISSIONS 

BOA.RD. 

The General Assembly's Committee ornine, appointed 
to confer with the Board of Home Missions was also in­
strncted to publish to the church at large, during the 
progress of its work, whatever information might be, in 
the judgment of the committee, of value to the church. 
In accordance with this direction, we desire to announce 
that diligent attention has been given to the matters en­
trusted to us. We have held several conferences with the 
board and are glad to be able to announce that we believe 
such results will be reached as will promote the efficiency 
of the board and meet the approval of the church general­
ly. While our work is not completed, Bubstantial progress 
has been made. 

We have made athoroogh examination orthe securi­
ties of the board and of the books and accounts of the 
treasurer's office, with the aid of a public auditor. and it 
gives us satisfaction to state that the accoonts a.re being 
kept with acouracy and business ability, and that the in­
come from investments has been realized with unusual 
promptness. 

We feel warranted in appealing to the chUrches to 
stand loyally by the work being conducted by the board, 
and urge immediate and liberal contributions. to meet 
the emergency which isjust now upon us. We are con­
fident that the interests of the great cause which we all 
have at heart will be greatly promoted, not only for the 
present but for the future, if generous and immediate re­
sponse be made to the urgent appeals now being sent out.­
W. P. Kane, Ohairman. ... 

DR. CRAlG AT NEW YORK. 

The Jollowing selections a.re from the address of Dr. 
Oraig at the late annual dinner of the New York Presbyte­
rian Union. These are striking leadinll thoughts. We 
quote from a complete reporl in a New York daily paper: 

"I want to say one or two things more beforll I sit down. 
There are two or three problems that we've got to face. 
We have got to meet aud settle this question of cityevan­
gelization. How are we to deal with the hordes of heathen 
right here in this city of yours and in that western home 
of mine? You've got to do it. We've got to do it. We 
must train in our seminaries our best and brightest, and 
then let them go down in the depths. Send them to the 
remote parts of Enrope, if necee~ary, and teach them the 
language and the dialects, and then bring them back to 
work here ill the depths of our own depravity. 

BI>VE NJ!:OLltCTEn 1r .~RMItBS· 

"Many of us were born on the soil and not in the dark­
ness of city life. Those of you who wele will understand 
the next problem is that presented by the farming ele­
ment. Your ministers are living on tbe villages and eat­
ing up, too. Throughout the country Presbyterian con­
gregatioDs won't contain on an average six farming fami­
lies. In the old days of Presbyterianism the farming peo­
ple were the mainstays of the church. But to day in the 
broad fields there are few Presbyterians. Presbyterian 
congregations have neglected the farming families shame­
fully. It the Presbyterian church' had done its duty we 
would have had no need to (ear in the recent crisis. If, when 
we were aU trembling and talking, when we were engag­
ed in these discussions and filled with the fear that the 
farming population wouJj go wrong, if, I say, the Presby­
terians had done their duty as they used to do it, you 
needn't have feared the farming population: no, not a 
bit. "I am going away. back to Chicago, early to-morrow 
morning, and 60 I am going to end by telling you one 
more truth. I do not know how many of you will agree 
wilh me or how many of you will like what J am gOing to 
say. Another problem you've got to face is the speedy 
unification of the American Presbyterians into one organic 
Presbyterian c!Iurch. It must come. Until it dOBS our 
power for good most of neceSSity be coufined. Many 
small things have interfered in the past, but the day for 
that kind of interference is past. I say with all my heart 
God speed the day when we will all be as one." 
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MOST PERFECT MADE. 
A pure Grape Cream of Tartar Powder. Fre' 
from Ammonia, Alum or any other adulterant 

40 YEARS THE ST AJ-iDARO. 

WHILE THE NIGHT WINDS BLOW, 

While the dews are falling 
On the sleeping flowers, 

And the night birds calling 
Through the solemn hours. 

Sleep, my baby blossom, 
Only rest to know. 
Lullaby, my baby, 

Wbile the ni[:ht winds blow. 

Hark, the winds are winging 
Through the clover sweet-, 

Gracious innocence bringing 
To my baby's feet. 

Lullaby, my baby, 
Only rest to know, 
On thy mother's bosom, 

While tbe night winds blow! 

Sleeping, love, and dreaming 
On thy mother's breast, 

Love's good star is gleaming, 
Life is at its besl! 

Lullaby, my baby, 
Only rest to know, 
On thy mother's bosom, 

While the night winds blow! 

- -
I KISSE 0 HER IN MY HEART. 

She oame to my room at nightfall­
My blue·eyed lass 01 {our, 

Her wee bare leet so noiselessly 
Tip.toeing 'cross the floor. 

"There's no one now but you, papa," 
She lisped, "to hear my prayer," 

And in ber snow-while gown she knelt 
Devoutly by my cbair. 

And with tbose holy words, it seemed 
Like that pure "inner place" 

Wbere " their angels" always do behold 
Tbe beauty of His face. 

I marvelled much that ne'er before 
I'd turn'd from fret "and wear" 

01 earthly strife, when nightfall came, 
To hear my baby's prayer. 

"No one but you," tbe wee lass said 
Climbing up on my knee, 

" To give, now dear mamma's away, 
A good.uight kiss to me. 

There are your kiBBes-four, five, eix­
Please, uow, a letter write, 

And tell mamma that I kiu her 
Down in my heart to.night." 

I carr:ed ber so tenderly 
To ber wee, 80ft white bed; 

Loved ministries the mother gave 
I tried to give instead. 

And 88 tbe Ii We las~ie slept 
1 felt that ballowed power 

Which mothers feel, of faith and love 
At children's bed-time hour. 

I though t bow when a child I knelt­
Bygones many a year-

Beside my mother's knee without 
A shadowed doubt or lear. 

And what a loss I'd Buffered since 
I mingled in the strife 

For sordid gain-delusive quest­
With which tbe world is rife. 

o for a bit of motbering! 
To kneel with her once more, 

And pray the prayer of faith and love, 
Now childhood's day ia o'er. 

Dear sainted mother, dost thou know 
In heaven, where thou art, 

Thy child to·night, before he sleep! 
Kisses thee in hiB beart? 

THE MID-CONTINENT. 

0000 FOR NOTtllNO. 

BY MRS. O. B. MERRILL. 

"Good for nothing, good for nothing," 
so rang the sad refrain through the poor 
little curly head resting against the 
sofa·pillow. "If only I could do some· 
thing for somebody, but to lie here so 
utterly useless day after day such a 
burden to mama." Just then the outer 
door opened and a spinninv: black face 
was thruat into the room. 

"Come in Polly, do you want to see 
mama?" 

"Yes mp,'am." 
"Well run along into the other room, 

you'll find her sewing." 
Polly's errand done she came back 

into the room, to see her "deah Miss 
Mamie." 

"Why aren't you in Bchool to-day. I 
know it opened yesterday, for I saw 
ever so many children passing on their 
way there." 

"Me'n Teenie ain't guine ter skule no 
moah, cos mammy say she kint 'ford 
fur ter pay de teechah; she's dun hab 
sich er hahrd time dis yeah, 'n Teenie's 
dun cried hur eyeses outen hur haid, 
ehe ar dat sorry 'bout hit. Kint be 
holped dough, es I kin see." Aud Polly 
sighed as if poor Teenie were not the 
only one who was "dat eorry." 

"0 that is too bad just as you were 
both doing so well in echool too, I am 
sorry, very sorry." Polly did not linger 
long. Mammy, hard working soul, had 
need of her help at home. After she 
had gone, Mamie lay quiet so long that 
Mrs. Hunt tbought she was sleepinJl, 
and as her nights were sadly disturbed 
by pain forebore awaking her. But 
Mamie was only thinking pretty hard, 
trying to formuhte a plan which "as 
vaguely outlining itself in her brain. 

"'Mama," she called presently, "do 
you think you could let me have Polly 
and Teenie and Aunt Mandy's little 
g1'8nd children here for about two hours 
every day?" 

"Why what in the world child?" 
"Only this mammy dear, I know poor 

old Aunt Mandy longs to educate these 
children because she told me ao once, 
and how badly she felt because she 
couldn't pay for their schOOling, and 
yon heard what Pollyeaid didn't you? 
Just think of bright little Taenie crying 
her eyes out because she can't go to 
school. Now I've been thinking that if 
I could only teach them for two hours, 
say each day, they would learn a good 
deal and it would make me feel that I 
W8S doing a little something for Bome 
body, snd, 0 mama, yon can't think how 
frightful this feeling of utter uselessness 
is to me. it is breaking my heart." 

"Hush dear child, don't cry so. In· 
deed you shall have all the picaninniell 
in town to teach if it will comfort you 
any." 

"0 thank you but I don't want them 
all," smiling through her tears, "I'll see 
what I can do with foul' of them first." 

"Well we'll see what can be done, 
dear, only you must be careful and not 
work too hard, you know." 

Thus began, what Mamie called her 
"beautiful work." Every day as reg­
ularly as the sun·rising, five little girls 
with their curly black wool tied up in 
comical pig-tails, their eyes bright with 
expectation, their teeth gleaming white 
and merry through the thick lips that 
were never quite shut, gathered in a 
funny little half circle in front of the 
sofa. They studied hard to learn the 
lessons which their young teacher took 
so much trouble to explain, takin~ great 
pride in remembering one day what had 
been told tbem the preceding day. 

Mamie grew very proud of her pupils, 

but as she meant them to derelope 
into good as well as studious Zirls she 
taught them from the dear Book of 
books first of all; each one was given a 
text to learn and repeat on the follow· 
ing morning and all were required to reo 
peat the Lord's prayer after the texts. 
This was the order of thell simple exer· 
cises. First the texts then the Lord's 
prayer, and perhaps a few words ex­
plaining the portion of Scripture recited, 
then the lessons began. Very simple 
was it not? Yet you can hardly realize 
how much good was accomplished in 
this little school. Mamie felt so great 
a responsibility regarding these young 
and tender souls, they lay so constantly 
on her heart, she spent so many of her 
wakeful night·honrs in earnest prayer 
for them that it WIlS no wonder she was 
rewarded by seeinv: them grow gentle, 
thoughtful, and like the blessed Master 
of whom she delighted to talk. 

Her self-sacrifices, for indeed it was a 
sacrLfice in one so weak pbysically, had 
another and most unexpected reward. 
One Saturday, old Uncle Jake, Aunt 
Mandy'S husband came slowly up the 
street staggering under an immense 
cotton· basket which he set down on the 
front door·step with an exceeding broad 
grin on his pleasant black face. 

"Heah's some yams 'n turnips 'n 
spahribs de ole woman dun sent yo all." 

"0 thank you Uncle, how kind of you 
and Aunt Mandy." 

"Wal, yo see honey we am mighty 
proud ob de chilluns larnin' 'n what 
am de bestes pahrt ob de hull brizness 
am dis yere. Dem chilluDs am er 
gettin' ter be sich good Christynn 
chilluns dey am 1ur shoah, 'n all 'long, 
ob yore teechin', dat,s de pint.' 

Poor Mammy Jude couldn't send such 
a present 8S this. big basket contained, 
but she felt so grateful that she must 
try to do somethin!!, so she l1ent the all 
too willing children off on nutting ex­
peditions on til they had gathered a 
bushel of chestnuts and later on at 
least two bushels of "Scaler' barks" and 
black walnuts. Theae furnished many 
a winter evening's treat for Mamie and 
her mother. 

"It is so good to feel that they are 
grateful, and try to appreciate what my 
little daughter is doing for them isn't 
it dear." 

"Yes Mama, but I would do it just 
the Bame if they didn't, 10r I know the 
Lord likes to have them taught, they 
are his little oneil. Don't you think He 
is plea lied about It?" 

"Indeed my child there can be no 
doobt of that, nothing could please his 
tender lovin!! heart more than leading 
these children out of the darkness of 
ignorance into his blessed light." 

"Mama would you be willing to have 
them come to me for an b our on Sunday 
afternoons and bring just a few little 
friends. I do so wan t to keep thom 
from gadding about the streels. I can 
teach them hymns and Bible stories. I 
know they'll like it." 

"You will kill yourself, Mamie." 
"Not a bit of it mama. I'm lots bet· 

ter than I was, I feel so much more con­
tented than I used to." 

"Well I am willing to let you try the 
experiment provided you will give it up 
if I Bee it is injuring your health." 

But Mamie did not have to give up 
any portion of her beloved work. Her 
health improved, her heart grew more 
and more contented, her soul was filled 
with ever increasing d ~:· Jhts in the 
thought that at last she was no longer 
"Good for nothing." 

Tuscumbia, Ala. 

WOMAN'S TEMPER. 

There are men who suppose they have 
all the annoyances. They say it is the 
store that ruffles the dispOSition, but if 
they could only stay at home, as do 
their wives, and sisters and daughters, 
they would be all the time sweet and 

DECEMBER 16, 1896. 

CONSUMPTION· 
To THE EDITOR: I have an absolute Cure for 

CONSUMPTION and a ll Bronchial, Throat and 
L ung Trou bles, and a ll cond itions of \Vast ing 
Away. By its ti mely use t housands of apparen t­
ly hopeles5 cases have been permanently cllntf. 

So proof-positive am I o f its power to cure, I 
will send .FREE to an yone amict ed, THREE 
BOTTLES of my N ewly Discovered Remed ies, 
upon receipt of EJxpress and Postoffi ce address. 

Always si ncer ely yours. 
T. A. SLOCUM, M.C., 183 P earl St., N ew York. 
When writ iu:l the Doctor, pleaso mention tbis lHLpec. 

fair as a white pond lily. 
Let some of the masculine lecturers 

on placidity of temper try for one week 
the cares of the household and the fam­
ily. Let tbe man sleep with a baby on 
one arm all night, and one ear open to 
the children with tbe whooping cough 
in the adjoining apartment. Let him 
see the tray of crockery and the cook 
fall downstairs, and nothing saved I:. 
the pieces. L~t the pump give out on a 
wash day, and the stove pipe, when too 
hot for handling, get dislocated. Let 
the pudding come out of the stove stiff 
as a poker. Let the gossiping gabbler 
of next door come in and tell all the dis­
agreeable things that neighbors have 
been saying. Let the lungs be worn out 
by staying indoors witbout fresh air, 
and the needle be threaded with nerves 
exhausted. After one week's house­
hold annoyances he would conclude 
that Wall Street is heaven and the 
clatter of the stock exchange rich as 
Beethoven'S symphony. 

We think Mary of Bethany a little to 
blame for not helping Martha to get the 
dinner. If women eympathize with 
men in the tronbles of store and field, 
let the men also sympathize with 
women in troubles of housekeeping. 
Many a housewife has died of annoy­
ances. A bar of soap may become a 
murderous weapon. The poor cookinlL­
etove has sometimes been the slow fi 
on which tbe wife has been roasted. 1 
the day when Latimer and Ridley IJ' 
honored before the universe as mart,rco 
of the fire, we do not think Ihe Lord 
will forget the long line of wives, moth­
ers, daujthters and Bisters who hav 
been the martyrs of the kitchen.­
Talmage. ---------.. ~~ .. ----------

HOUSEKEEPERS' HINTS. 

Never wait for a thinjl: to turn up. 
Go and turn it up yourself. It takes 
less time, and it is sure to be done. 

Eggshells crushed into small bits, a~d 
shaken well in decanters three paTts 
filled with cold water, will not only clean 
them thoroughly, but will make toe 
glaee look like new. 

Be very particular about disinfecting 
the kitchen sink. Washing soda, two 
tablespoonful to a gallon of boilinll 
water, makes an excellent wash to pour 
hot into the sink at night after you 
have finished using it. 

To make a gloss on white linen mix 
up cold water starch and add to it very 
small quantity of borax and four or five 
drops of turpentine. Iron the articles 
uutil perfectly dry, after which damp 
the breast again with a damp cloth, and 
iron again, rubbing hard nntil a bril­
liant gloss is ottained. 

It is eaid that flies may be kept fror 
windows, mirrors, glass-casee, elc., by 
washing the glass with water in whicl> 
an onion has been Boaked long enoujl:h 
to give the water a slight onion smell. 
A writer in a horticultural journal Fays 
that green fly and other insects may be 
kept from plants by washing them with 
an infusion of quassia, I lb. to 1 Jlallon. 

To remove ink from paper or parch­
meRt the end of the penholder is dipped 
into the fluid and applied to the writin2 
without rubbing. When the ink has 
disappeared the fluid is taken up with a 
blotter. To remove stains from laces, 
etc., the stained part is dipped into the 
fluid and then rinsed in clean water. 

After long use sponges are liabJe to 
smell very badly unless carefully cleaned 
every day. By rubbing a fresh lemon 
thoroughly into the sponie and then 
rinsing it several times in lukewarm 
water it will become as sweet as when 
new. 

Game of all kinds, rabbits or deeT 
can be kept sweet a long time by putting 
finoly pulver 'zed charcoal in a thin mus­
lin bag and placing it inside the game. 
Ohanlle the charcoal every day. It is 
excellent to keep any meat, fish or f(\ '-­
pure and sweet. Wash clear 
cookin".-&l. 
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Q)ur young people. 

THE LIFE SCHOOL. 

My little boy came from bis school to-day 
.. With his heart in a flurry of glee. 

Oh papa! they've taken our pencils away, 
And I'tn writing with ink!" said he. 

And bis breast is filled with a manly pride, 
For it joys him much to think 

He has laid his pencil and slate aside, 
And is writing his words with ink. 

Ob, innocent child! Could you guess the 
truth 

"you would ask of the years to stay 
MId the slate-and-pencil cares of youth 

That a tear will wash away; 
For out in the great big world of men 

The wrongs we may do or think 
fI~ never be blotted out again, 

')r we write them all in ink 
Ohri3tain Ob!erver. .... 

)ANIEL WEBSTER'S SCHOOL DAYS. 

The house where Daniel Webster 
warded while be was a scholar at Phil­
ips Academy, Exeter, still stands at 
he corner of Walter and Clifford Streets 
n that little New Hampshire town. Th~ 
xternal appearance of the building has 
leen chan&ed somewhat; the protruding 
age in the back part of the bouse have 
leen covered with planed boards, and 
he large old-fashioned chimney that 
Itood until within a few years has been 
,orn down, but the little room on the 
;econd floor is still in about the same 
!ondition as it was in the days when 
Webster studied there. 

He was fourteen years of age when 
brought by his father to Exeter and 
placed in charge of Mr. Clifford, a 
worthy gentleman 01 the town. The 
-dee date of Daniel Webeter's en-

lCe at the academy is the 25th of 
~, li93. It was the first time that 

oy had been away from home, and 
1e describes his feelings himself as fol­
ows: "The change overpowered me. 
I hardly rem.aiued maeter of my own 
3nees among ninety boye, who had 
een so much more and appearEd to 
now so much more than I did." When 
Vebster's father had bidden his son 
arewell, he said to Mr.Olifford that "he 
lust teach Daniel to hold his fork and 
nife, for Daniel knows no more about 
t than a cow does about holding a 
pade. " 
From all accounts this comparison 
uet have been a good one, for Daniel 
'ebster's table manners were so rude 
lat it is Eaid that tbe other boys who 
larded at Mr. Clifford's requested the 
tter to send Webster away. But Mr. 
.ilford, of couree, never for a moment 
nl!idered this,and knowing that young 
ebster was of a moet sensitive dieposi-
10, he tried to correct the lad by ex_ 
lple ratber than by advice and remon­
rance. Webster was accustomed to 
'd his knife and fork in his fists; one 

,y Mr. Olifford held his own knife and 
.k in the same way, and continued 

.Ioing so at intervals, until Webster saw 
how ungraceful it wae, and corrected 

imEelf. 
Daniel Webster was not much of a 

ICCBSS as a student while at Exeter. 
e admits this in his authobiography. 
e seemed unable to recite in a room 
11 at boys; and although he spent 
any houre in study, he could never 
Iving learned his les80n, make a good 
citation. The strongest thing of all 
.wever, is that he could not be induc-
to speak in public, and when the day 

me on which it was usual for his class 
declaim, although he had learned his 

ece, he was utterly incapable of riSing 
1m his seat when his name was called; 
rhe kind and excellent Buckminster," 
y8 Webster in his autobiography" 
lought especially to persuade me ~o 
-form the exercise of declamation, 

• e other boys, but I could not do it. 
_Dny a piece did I commit to memory, 

-

THE MID-CONTINENT. 

Has bun ~ncfors~d by th~ medical profession for twenty 
years. (Ask your Doctor.) This is because it is al­
ways palatable-always uniform-always contains the 
purest Norwegian Cod-liver Oil r-=--:-.......;------. ..fH h l.'t .Put,upinsoC.and$I.oo 
an~ ypop OSpIll es. sl7.es. rhe small size may 

Insist on Scott's Emulsion with be enough to cure your 
..f k cough or help YOI1T baby. 

· tra~e-mar of man and fish. AtaU Druggists. .. ....................................................... .. 
yet when the day CBme when the school 
elected to hear declamations, when my 
name was called and I say all eyes turn­
ed to my seat I could not raise myself 
from it. Sam times the instructors frown­
ed; sometimes they smiled.Mr.Buckmin­
ister always pressed and entreated most 
winningly that I would venture, bnt I 
cou:d never command sufficient resolu­
tion. When the occasion was over,I went 
home and wept bitter tears of mortifi­
cation." To think that snch should 
bave been the nature of the boy who af­
terwards became so famous an orator, 
and whose speeches, as a man, have be­
come claesical; and whose presence 
"has graced the courts of justice and 
national halls of legislation I" 

Daniel Webster was so grelltly dis­
couraged at thie inability to ;leclaim be­
fore hiB comrades,and by the treatments 
he received at the hands of hiB fellow­
students because of his awkwardness 
and shyness, that at the end of his first 
term he said to Dr. Abbott, the princi­
pal that he thought he would not 
return after Cbristmas. The principal 
knew very well that Webster's rustic 
manners and coaTse clothing had been 
the cause of the misconduct of the other 
boys toward him, and he therefore en­
couraged Webster to remain in school, 
and assured him that he was a better 
scholar than most of the boys in his 
class, and he promised the lad that if 
he would return at the commencement 
of the next term, he would be placed in 
a higher class, whel·e he shOUld "no 
longer be hindered by tIJe boys who 
cared more for play and dress than for 
solid improvement." Webster says that 
these were the first encouraging words 
that he had ever received with regard to 
his studies, and because of them he re­
solved to return to scboo), and to work 
with all the ability he posseased. 

But in spite of his best determina­
tions, Webster was never able to do 
well in the classroom and he therefore 
left Phillips Academy after having at­
tended its classes for nine months. 
His father placed him there in Febru­
ary, li97, in charge of Rev. Samuel 
Wood at BOEcawen, who prepared him 
for college. Even with Mr. Wood 
young Webster's success as a student 
was not very great, for at the end of a 
year the reverent !!entieman said to his 
pupil: "I expected to keep you until 
next year, b:lt I am tired of you, and 
I shall put you into college next 
month." 

Daniel Webster went to Dartmouth 
Oollege, and there he did much better 
botb in his studies and in his inter: 
course with his fellow-student~, and he 
msnalled a number of times to 8peak in 
pub:ic.-Ha1"pers R01tnd Table. 

Death from Use of Tobacco. 
Tb~ tobacc,) p.:>isoned heart stops without 

wsrUlng. olten on tbe stuet. BU RE-QUIT 
an ~ntidote chewing gum overcomes th~ 
cravmg. No slcknees, no starving, afford­
ng safe and prompt relief. Try it to-day. 
6c. a box. nearly aU druggist!. Booklet 
ree. Eureka Chomical 00 .. Datroit. Mich. 

WHY HE'S CALLED SIR JOHN. 

There is a younl: lad in the North 
who by the common consent of his com­
panions has atfained to the honorable 
distinction of a title-to wit, "Sir." It 
came about in this way. One day a 
new teacher came to the school where 
this illustrious youth was receiving in­
struction, and our hero was the first to 
come under the new feacher's notice. 

"Well, and wbat is your name?" ask­
ed the usher. 

"John Wilson," replied the lad. 
"Sir," added the teacher, who was a 

srickler for etiq uette, by way of remind­
ing the youngster that he was forget­
ting hiB mann ere. 

But the lads of that school had not 
been told to address their masters as 
"sir," and the youth only looked stupid 
and said nothing. 

"You must always say 'sir' when you 
answer me in the future," said the 
teacher, somewath nettled. "And now 
again, what is your name?" 

The lad hesitated, but after a mom­
ent's reflection he recollected himself, 
and determining to make no mistake 
this time, he boldly answered: "Sir 
John Wilson." 

There was a roar of laughter from the 
class, even the teacher being unable to 
conceal his merriment, and from that 
boy has been known as Sir John.-Alli­
ance NfW8. .-
HOW THE PHONOGRAPH WAS DIS­

COVERED. 

I discovered the principle by the mer­
est accident, states Mr. Edison. "I was 
singing to the mouthpice of a telephone 
when the vibrations of the voice sent 
the fine steel point into my finller. That 
set me to thinking. If I could record 
the actioDif of the point, and send the 
point over the same surface afterwards, 
I saw no reason why the thing would 
not talk. I trien the experiment firet 
on a strip of telegraph paper, and found 
that tbe point made an alphabet. I 
shouted the words 'Hallool halloo!' into 
the mouthpiece,ran the paper back over 
the steel point, and heard a faint 'hallol 
hallol' in return. I determined to make 
a machine that would work accurately, 
and gave my assistants instrnctions 
telling them what I had discovered: 
They laugh ted at me. That's the whole 
story. The phonograph is the result of 
the pricking of a finger." 

..... 
William Henry Ott, alias "Mustang 

Bill," says that be used Ayer's Hair Vigor 
for nenrly fi ve years, and owes to it bis 
~plendid hair, of which he is justly proud. 
Mr. OLt has ridden the plains for Lwenty­
five years. and is well known to Wyoming 
and the Northwest. .... 

THE SllPRISE AT FELDKIRCH. 

There is a little town called Feldkirch 
on the fronter of Austria, on the Ill, 

FORTY YEARS IN CHINA. 
BY REV. R; H. GBA. VES. D. D., MISSIONA.RY IN CJHINA.. 

316 Pages, 31 full palle photo-graveur illustratious, beantifully bonnd in cloth • 
_~_ splendid ChrJsfnulIl gUt. Regular price everywhere $1.50. Our 

peellli prh'e 7:1 cents. postpaid. Address, The MID-CONTINENT. 
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an affluent of the Rhine. It numbera 
under three thousand inhabitants. In 
the year 1799, when the armies of Na­
poleon were sweeping over the contin­
ent, Massena, one of his generals, sud­
dently appeared on the heights above 
the town at the head of 18,000 men. It 
wa9 Easter day and the morning sun as 
it rose glittered on the weapons of the 
French, at the top of the range of hills 
to the west of Felkirch. The town 
conncil hastily assembled to consult 
what was to be done. Defense was im­
possible. Should a deputation be Bent 
to Massena .with the key of the town, 
and entreaty that he should treat the 
place with mercy? Then the old dean 
of the church stood up. "It is Easter 
day," he said. "We have been reckon­
ing on our own strength, and that fails. 
It is the day of the Lord's resurrection. 
Let us ring the bells and have services, 
as ueual, and leave the matter in God's 
hands. We know only our weakness, 
and not the power of God. Bis words 
prevailed. Then all at once, froUl the 
three or four church towers in Feldkirch 
the bells began to claug joyous peals in 
honor of the resurrection, and the 
streets were filled with worshipers hast­
ening to the house of God. The French 
heard with surprise and alarm the sud­
den clangor of joy-bellE; and, conclud_ 
ing that the Austrian army had arri ved 
in the night to relie,.e the place, Mas­
sena suddenly broke up his camp, and 
before the bells had ceased Jinging not 
R Frenchman was to be s'len.-Baring 
Gould. 

FREE! 
This renmrlmble state­
ment, to which we di­
rect special allen lion 
is from a Tennessee 
farl'l!'r: My age is G:j. 
1 suffered intensely 
frolll Catarrh 10 years. 
Had intense headache, 
took cold easily, hall 
continual roaring and 
Singing in my ears.My 
hearing began to fail, 
and for three years 1 

, was almost enLirely 
cleaf, and I continually grew worse. Every­
thing I hall tried, failed. In despair I co Ill­
lllcllced to lise the A.crialMellicatlOn in 18'l8 
a!ld the e1Iect of the lirsl application was 
SImply wOIH1E'rful. In less lhan ti,·e minutes 
my hearing wa s fl1lly restored and has been 
perfect ever siner, and in a few 1110111118 was 
I'ntirely cured of Catarrh. ELI IHtOWN, 
Jacksboro, 'fenH. 
Medlclllcs for Three Months' Tre..tmellt Free 

1'0 introduce til is treatment and prove be­
yond doubt that it is IIposit;vc cllro for Deaf­
n~ss, Catarrh, Throat and Lung Diseases, I 
WIll send sutlirient medicines for tlll"ee 
months' treatment free. Address, 

J. H. MOORE, M. D .• Cincinnati. O. .. -
The New :Bread Kneader, a Money Maker in 

Hard Times. 
I have read how one or your readers made 

80 much money selling Self-HehLing Flat­
Irons, but I think I have beat that. I am 
not very old yet, and I have not bad very 
much experien~e in selling goods, hut I 
made over $800 1D the last few weeks selling 
Bread-Kneaders and Hook Bpoons. The 
spoon sells itselJ at sight. All yon have 10 
do wiLh tbe Bread-Kneader is to show the 
people bow easily end quickly you can 
make the brea;!, and bow tine the grain is 
after it is kneAded_ They can't help but 
buy one, as they are so chl'ap. It is a big 
labor-saving to women. You can knead 
the bread in half tbe tiDle you can with 
the hand. You can get full par1icu18rB of 
this new invention from Baird & Co., Sta_ 
A PiI.tsburgh, Pa. I am perfectly delight­
ed with my success and feel sure that I am 
going to. make !0ts of money in the hmi­
ness. It IS a wonderful seller, and any Ol1e 
can mnke money selling it, 1 know. M. F.B. .... 

An Experienced Lady 
Stenographer 

and office assistant. who can furnish high­
cst references from present Bt. LOllis em­
ploy~r8, would like to hear of any ~imilar 
opemng from Jan. 1st. For parliculars, 
address B., care MID-CONTINENT, 1516 Locust 
Street, St. Louis, Mo. - -

The famous resorts and shooting alid fish­
ing points as Ban Antonio. Galveston 
Rockport, Corpns Christi, and Arkansa~ 
Pass are reached via the Iron Mountain 
route. Greatly reduced rates during the 
wiuter months. .... 

Winter Touriat Ticket., 
Now on .sale via the Iron Mountain route 
to certam bealth and pleasure points in 
Louisiana. Texas, Old and New Mexico 
and excursion tickets on sale all the ye:J 
around to Hot Springe, Arkansas and Oali­
fornia pOints. 
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ministers an~ <f.hurches. 

ST. LO UIS AND VICINITY. 

Lee Avenue cburch reported six new 
mewbers received last Sunday. 

The Compton and Wasbington avenue 
churcb has extended a hearty and unani· 
mous call t o the Rev. Dr. W . .B. Jennings at 
LouisVllle. 

Dr. Knight of Lindenwood College, occU· 
pied m05~ acceptably the pulpit 01 the Cote 
Brilliante church, last Sunday morning 
and evening. 

Paslor McMinn had the pleasure 01 weI· 
coming two new members into the Oak 
Hill cburch last Sundsy. II'. the evening 
there was a most successful C. E. rally. 

The 25th anniversary 01 the pastorate 01 
Dr. Rhodes of Ihe St. Marlt's Lutberau 
cburch is being celebrated this week, 
attended by every token of thejoyfnl ap· 
preClation of his people. 

Pastor Vanderlippe and people of Faith 
Chapel are uj oicing in tbeir new addition 
to their bnilolllg. The WIsdom ot putting 
up such an addi tion in the midst 01 hard 
times has already been JUBtified in renewed 
interest aud increased attendance iu cburch 
and Sunday-school. 

The attendance at the communion service 
at t he Church of the Covenant last Sabbath 
was tbe largest during the past few years. 
The day was the second anniversary of the 
pastoral service of Rev. H. F. Williams. 
Durin g the two years seventy members 
have been received. 

Mr. H. J. Brandt, class 01 1900, Princeton, 
was awarded the entrance prize of$25 00 as 
is df,reu by the Princeton Club of St. 
Louis. He prfpared tor college at the East 
Liberty Academy, near Pittsburg. Mr. 
Brandt is also one of the eleven students 
who have made "tirst division" in every 
subject th is fall. 

The teachers' annual recital was given at 
Lindenwood Oollege on Tuesday evening, 
Dec. 8th , and was of a high o:der and large­
ly aLlended. The holiday v8clltion will be· 
giu Tuesday evening, Dec. 22d, and last till 
'.ruesday evening J an. 5th. ::ltudents en. 
tering after the holiday will have the bene­
fit 01 the three weeks of the unexpired 
term to Jan. 26th. 

The Colored Mission church under the 
ministry of Rev. Q. Beecher Allen we are 
glad to report is prospering very encoura­
giugly . The attendan ce has both increas· 
ed and become more steadrast. Four new 
mem bers were recently received. The 
Snnday·school has increased. And tile 
whole work gives evidence of a more sub­
stantial and cohesive character. 

The annual meeting of the St; Louis Sun' 
day·sehool DOlan was held Monday ever.' 
ing at the Cook avenue Southern Method­
ist church. President Brownell gave his 
annual address, aUli ofIicers were elected 
tor the comi ug year. Rev. Dr. F. L. Fer· 
gu~on was anuouuced 10 lead the devotional 
service; R ev. Dr. Eo B. Chappell to dehver 
an addrtss of welcome, and Rev. Joseph L. 
Dixon of Springtield, Mass., to speak on 
"tile new Sunday·sellool movement." The 
singing was to be under the direction 01 R. 
O. Bolt. 

MISSOURI. 

KANSAS CITY NOTltS.-MINISTItRS' ALLI· 
ANC&.-The subject uuder discmsion at the 
December meeting WIIS" fhe Keswick 
Idea." An ad roirable paper on the subject 
was read by tbe Rev. A. 1:1. Phillips, of the 
Discip le cburch. Mr. Phillips is an alum· 
nus of Union Theological Seminary and is 
a scb olarly young wan. His paper very 
warmly elldoreed wbat is known as Ihe 
" Keswick Idea," which is not sinleEs per­
fect ion as attaiuable in this life, but rather 
such a l ife as that 01 Paul, as set forlh in 
the words, " I am crncified with Cbrist; 
neverlheJess I live, yet not I, but ChriSt 

Catarrh Cannot be Cured 
with LOCAL APPLICATIONS , as they 
cannot reach the seat of the disease. Ca­
tarrh is a blood or constitutional disease, 
anu in ord er to cure it you must. take inter. 
nal remed ies. Hall's Uatarrh cure is taken 
intemal ly , aud acts directly on the blood 
and mncous snrfaces. Hall 's Catarrh cure 
is not a quack medicine. It was prescribed 
by oue 01 the best physicians in this coun­
tJy for yenrs, and is a regular prescription. 
It is (om posed of the best tonics known, 
combined with t.he best blood purifiers, 
acting dir ectly on the mucous Burfaces. 
Tbe perfect combination of the two ingre. 
dients is what produces such wonderful reo 
suits in curing Catarrh. Send for testimo­
nials free. 

F. J. CHENEY & CO .• Prop8., 'i'oledo, O. 
Sold by druggists, price 75c. 

Hall 's Family Pills a re the best. 

The Presbyterian Ministers' Fund 
WIUT KS 

A 20 Year Endowment Policy 
wh ich will p rotect the life at a less cost 
thun that for ordinllry life or evcn term 
insuranc<'. and which at the same time 
willll c t I) 1)el' ccnt. ('ompounl] interest 
IlS nil in n'struent. I 
Wril~ tel 9:1.5 Walnut St., Phll&lio!lph1ll, [or their 

etmenls. 
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Iivetb in me." In the discussion which 
followed Presbyterians, Methodiste, Luth­
erans, Reformed, Baptists, Congregational. 
ists heartily commended the pBper and ex· 
pressed the thought that tbe great need of 
ministers and cburches to.day is that all 
sbould live up to their higb privileges as 
children of God. A tew years ago a paper 
on tile 8ubject of tbe Higber Lite read be· 
fore a meeting made up of ministers of dif· 
ferent denominations would probably have 
provoked a hot theological debate rather 
than the utterance of earnest longings after 
~reater nearness to God. 

THE SECOND CnuBcH.-This church under 
the leadership 01 the Rev. 11. D. Jenk.ins, 
D.V" still continues to give proof of being 
very much alive. In the last month they 
have raised tor missiouary and benevolent 
purposes more than one thousand dollars. 

Lnn,"O(lD.-The Sunday-school Thanks· 
givin g offering of Linwood church for the 
Indian scbools at.Tucson, Arizona, amount· 
ed to $12.65. 

KANSAS CITY, KANSAS, CENTRAL CHUllCH. 
-A series of evangelislic meetings in the 
Central church, Rev. C. C. Armstrong, pas­
tor, ended on Sabbath evelling, November 
29tb. The pastor had the '1ssistance of Rev. 
H. H. Shawhan , evangelist, who won his 
way to the hearts of the people by his clear 
Gospel preaching and entire freedom from 
egotism. Thirty,-three publicly prolessed 
their lailh in Christ. The church is great. 
ly refreshed and the communit.y round 
about has felt the influence of the revival. 

CRAIG.-The Rev. E. P. Keacb came up 
from Parkeville and preacbed two very 
good sound, practical sermons for us yes­
terday. He had very appreciative audien­
ces at both services, Which were even reo 
paid for tbree attendances.- W. L. Rippe. 

HOLnI!N. - At the First Presbyterian 
church of Holden, a most interesting and 
profitable communion service WIIS enjoyed 
last Sabbath, Dec. 6th. The pastor, Rev. 
R. Cooper Bailey prEached a sermon from 
the text Luke 9:51, "He steadfastly set his 
face to go to Jerusalem." Eight persons 
were received into the fellowship or the 
church, all of whom were heads of famil· 
ies, and will be a source of strength to the 
work of God in our midst. All the phases 
of Obristian effort in our church are in a 
healthy and vigorous condition, and we 
are quile hopeful for the winter. During 
the thirteen and a half months of our pas­
for's work here, we have had twenty.nine 
additions, all adults and nearly all on pro· 
fession of taith. 

MOUND ·CITY.-Dr. J. M. Wright of Monnd 
City, Mo., called at the MID,CONTINENT 
office last Thursday. He was on hIS way to 
Troy. Ohio, to attend the funeral of his 
aged rather, who died on the 9th and was 
past 85 years of age. The faLher was with 
his youngest son, T. M. Wright, M. D., 01 
Troy. 

POPLAR BLuFF.-Union Tbanksgiving ser­
vices were held in Poplar Bluff, four 
churches uniting, The services were held 
in tbe Baptist church, a large congregation 
being present. The sermon was by Dr. 
Bicklord of the Presbyterian church. 

MONl!.TT.-The congregation at Monett, 
on last Thursday nigbt, extended a most 
hearty and unanimous call to the Rev. 
WIlliam C. Templeton, of Chanute, Kans. 
It is confidently expected that Mr. Temple· 
ton will accept the call and enter upon the 
work of the new field at the beginning of 
the new year. We trust that Neopho Pres­
bytery will raise UCl serious objections to 
the prosecution of this call and that tlley 
will place it in the hands of the brother, at 
as early a date as possible. The congrega­
tion of Monett deeply mourn the death of 
their recent esteemed friend and devoted 
pastor, the Rev. John N. M'Clung. 

ILLINOIS. 

GOLcoNnA.-Tbe installation of the Rev. 
J. H. Stevenson, V. D., as pastor at the Gol­
conda churcb, Cairo Presbytery, took place 
Sabbath, Dec. Gtb. The Rev. Robert Watt, 
the moderator of Presbytery, preached the 
sermon and presided; tbe Ref. B. O. Swan 
gave the charge to the paator, and the Rev. 
F. M. Alexander gave tbe charge to the 
people. 'I he services were very impressive 
and profitable. The sermons in the morn· 
ing by.Brother Watt, and in the evening by 
Brother Alaxander, were most excellent. 
setting forth the glorious Gospel liS tue 
remedy for sin. Alter the services a most 
appreciative brother said, "The wonder is 
how much there is tbat has never been 
spoken." As to the true Gospel, verifying 
the words, "the halt has never been told." 

Golconda is a most promising and de· 
lightlul fi eld. situated among tile Ozark 
hills, on the Ohio river. For beautiful scen­
ery it is unsurpassed. The Presbyterian 
church tbere, having a refined and intelli­
gent membership, perfectly united and 
harmonious, and having earnest and failh· 
ful workers, full of the missionary spirit, is 
ready for every good work and all forms of 
Christian IIctivity. '.rhe membership are 
greatly encouraged in securing Dr. S., aa 
their pastor. The outlook for pastor and 
people is most promising. 

Tnere is great advantage in baving instal­
la~ions on the Sabbath. It affords an op· 
portunity for making the occasion impres. 
sive on the community and setting forth 
Presbyterian faith a!ld lorms in a most 
favorable Jight.-S. O. 

ALToN.-On Sunday , Nov. 29tb, Rev. 
Geo. W. Smith, Ph. D., preached bis fare. 
well sermon, as pastor 01 the FIrst church 
of thIS city. The house was com pletely 
filled. He has been called to th e pastorate 
01 the church at Princeton of this State, 
and begins his ministry there straightway. 

FOR 

Rheumatism 
Backache 
Brights Disease 
Dropsy and 
Female 

Troubles 

Dr. J. H. Me EAN'S 

iver and idOl, Balm 
IS THE PEERLESS REMEDY 

A CCl'ta.tn cure 
for Diseases of 
the Livu 
Kidneys and 
Urinary Ol·gans 
Sold Evel1where 

P.'CE. $1.00 PEl! BonLE 

The Dr. J. H. McLean 
Medicine Co •• SL Louil,Mo. 

When Dr. Smith came here, a little over 
five years ago, the church had 282 mem 
bers. The last report to the General As 
sembly. April 1st. 1896, shoVled 424 mem 
bers, and several have been received since 
During his pastorate 220 new memhers were 
added, or an average of 44 per year. The 
year preceding his pastorate precisely $400 
was contributed for beuevolence, while for 
the last ecclesiastical year the contributions 
for benevolences were $912. Resolutions 
expressing the high appreciation of the 
SCholarly attainments, the very acceptable 
pulpit ministrations and earneRt piety of 
Dr. Bmith were cordially adopted by the 
congregation. . -

Throat Troubles. To allay the irritation 
tbat induces coughing, nse "BI'own's B,·on· 
chia/ Troches." A simple and safe remedy. .... 
PENNSYLV ANIA. 

PHJLADELPHIA.-The spirit of co· operation 
and the earnest abounding labors now iu 
prOl(reSB are delightful to contemplate. Iu 
the district. of the ci~y in which Dr. Munhall 
and Evangelist Birch are engaged a novel 
scene was enacted the other day. The dis· 
trict is composed of 15 churches. The pas· 
tors and abollt tbirty business men voted to 
have a parade of Christian people. This 
was carried out. Headed by a chorus of 150 
voices and many hundred Ohristians in 
line, th('y marched Einging hymns and reo 
turned to th6 place 01 meeting and filled 
the buildings and then had dose to 10,000 
people remaining in a quiet, respectful 
crowd. (The informant may have been 
mistaken as to the size of the crowd,-En) 
Hundreds of men are being reached who 
are not attendants of any church. Manv of 
them say they were led to the meetings 
through the processional song service. 
OKLAHOMA. 

SHA WNI!E.-A new church building has 
j uat been dedical ed free of debt in this 
thriving new town. And the prospects of 
the work are encouraging. Rev. S. A. Cald­
well is pastor. 

NI!WKIRK.-Rev. H. L. Moore, recently ot 
Paxton, Ill., was installed as pastor of tbis 
Church, Tuesday evenin3, Nov. 10. Mr. 
Moore hal already taken up all lines of 
church work, and is pushing steadily lor­
ward. 

TEXAS. 

PRESBYTI!RIAN UNIVI!RSITY.-The trustees 
of the Texas Presbyterian University are 
hereby called to meet at 10 o'clock a. m., 
Wednesday, Dec. 16th, in the parlors of the 
Young Men's Christian Association, Dal­
la9. Texas.-W. H. Clagett, President. 
OHIO. 

COLUMBus.-Dr. A. A. E. Taylor of the 
Westminster church has begun a series ot 
winter historical lectures tor Sunday even. 
ings. Theyare based on the general sub. 
ject of The Story of the Protestant Refor. 
mation, and its leaders. The subjecL as it 
appears outlined in the topics of the series 
(twelve in number), is exceedingly import • 
ant 8S well as very timely. 

COLORADO. 

DENVI!R. - The Central Presbyter; -
churcb of this city hilS sent a cablegram 
Rev. George F. Pentecost, the Amerir 
evangelist, now living in London, Eogla' 
inviting him to accept its pastorate 
salary of $5 000 per year. Dr. Pentecost baa 
also, just before been called by the Presby. 
terian church of Yonkers, New York. 

CHANGE OF ADDRESS. 

Rev. J. W. Outhcart from IndianapolIs, 
Ind., to North Side, Oincinnati, Ohio. 

The address of Rev. E . P. Keach i8 now 
Parkville, Mo., instead 0 1 Ironton, Mo. 

.Rev. E B. Scott from Eagle Lake, Ind., 
to Reedsburg, Wis. 

Rev. A. T. A.llen from Nortonville, Kan •• 
to Cawker City, same State. 

Rev. T. P. Cleveland from Atlanta, Ga •• 
to Haperville. same State. 

WABASH LINE. 
Favor.fe Roufe from St. Louis 

Solid Vestibuled Trains 
-TO-

CLIFTON.-R('v. F. W. Hawley. dedicated CHICAGO 
the cburch at this place Sunday morning, 
Nov. 15, and continued services for five : , TOLEDO, DETROIIJI 
days. And at the close of the meetings, the 
pastor Rev. A. E. Thomson, received 
twenty·two new members into the church, 
including several whole families. Tbe 
meetings took hold of the whole commun· 
ity. And several of the leading men joined 
the church on prolession ollaith. 

GUTHBII!.-At a congregational meeting 
held in this church, Nov. 24th, a unau· 
imous call was placed in the hands of Rev. 
A. J. MacGillivray, to become tbeir pastor. 
Mr. MacGillivray, has served the cburch 
the past year so successfully that tbe 
chnrch earnestly desires the pastoral rela­
tion establi~hed. There were twenty addi. 
tions to the churcb at the last communion. 

OKLAHOMA ClrY.-This ohurch was made 
vacant by the resignation of Rev. F. W. 
HaWley, Nov. 8, in order that he migh t as· 
sume the duties of Synodical Missionary. 
Mr. Hawley came to this church directly 
from McCormick Seminary ill May 1892. 
And dnring the four and 8 nlltf years of the 
pastorate receiv .. d into tbe church 188 mem­
bers. This cburch is the largest in the 
Synod a nd one of the first to assume eelf­
support. --Home Seekers Excursions at Half Rates, 
via the Mis,ouri Pacilic Railway and Iron 
Mountain rollte to points in tbe West and 
Southwest. Tickets on sille December 2Znd 
and January 5th and 19th. 1897. 

with THROUGH SLEEPING CARS via 
NIACARA FAL ... 

-TO-

~~~~~'1rL NEW YORK ~rcP BOSTON. 
PALACE DINING CARS 

ON NEW YOltK AND BOSTON TRAINS. 

Pullman Buffet Sleeping Cars 
to Kansas City, Denver, Coun· 
cil Bluffs, Omaha, Des Moines, 
St. Paul and Minneapolis. 

Free Reclining ChairCars 0 

all through Trains 
Buffet Parlor Cars on Day, 

Trains, St. Louis to I'" ansa, 
City, Chicago and Toledo. 

St. LouIs Ticket Offic-s: 
S. E. C Or. Broadway & five at 

and Union StatIon. 
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Concluded from page 5. 
emphasize such devotion; it was a precious 
!;-.-If hour. 

And now remembering that many of our 
hymns, those most in use, are really pray­
ers, then if we drink in the spirit of those 
prayer-so nBs we can get nearer to God and 
to each other in our prayer service than by 
any other meaus or method. I am not in 
accord with a minister who leaves the selec­
tion of hymns to the choir. As a rule the 
leader selects hymns familiar to himself or 
to the quartette, they may be approprIate 
to the theme of the sermon, butmostiy they 
are not? How can they be? The first verse 
of a hymn generally quotes the theme in 
the author's mind, and that for a prayer 
meeting is prayer. The whole congrega­
tion prayes in song and all are edified and 
comforted and uplifted. I like the won.ts 
often found on the first page of the hymn 

-ooks. "Let us sing with the spirit and 
he understanding also." How difficult is it 

en for a leader in devotions to realize 
that he is talking with God and to forget as 
much as possible that men are also listen­
ing to his words, and will say in their 
hearts-if not audibly: "amen." When all 
present do this then we say: "we had a 
good meeting." 

I shall long remem ber the spirituality of 
our last syondical meetingj it was the most 
eo of any I ever attended. And I do want 
to Bay here, that the ladies of the M. E. 
church and their pastor. Rev. Mr. Cool 
did not make " 3!rangerl" of us by any 
means; they did excellently well. M. 

Kirkwood, Mo. 

... -
Notice to the Public. 

The boycott instituted against the Clover 
·aJ Roule (Toledo, St. Louis & Kansae 
.y, R.R.) does not in any way affect the 

efficiency of its eervice. Tickets are sold 
through at cheapest rates to all eastern 
points, and baggage checked from the resi­
dence to desti nation. Ticket offices, 505 
Olive St. and Union Station. ... 

"'OXFORD" TEACHER'S BIBLE. 

minister in the prime of life asked 
..IS f~a Bible which would last during 
his life time and when he "passed over 
the Divide," one which he could transmit 

- to his son. We had no hesitation in 
recommending the "Oxford." First be­
cause of its perfect mechanism, the 
material upon which it is printed es­
pecially the "Oxford India paper" 80 re­
!!\arfiable fur its opacity, great tough­
neBS and softness. Althongh so thin 
that over 1800 pages make only one and 
one quarter inches in thickness the 
printing does not "show through." 

The copy which lies before us is an 
entirely new edition in Long Primer 
\ype and is truely a "marvel of print­
ng." The first 1250 pages contain the 
rext of Scripturtl and is less than one 
nch in thickness. The lIext 600 pages 
'ontain 124 full page platea-a general 
ntroduction to the Bible-helps to the 
tudy of the Old lind New Testament, 
vilh a classification and summary of 
:he books througbout, list of absolete 
nd ambiguous words, glossary, diction-

uy of names with their pronunciation 
• nd meaning-suhject index , concord­
ance and .Bible atlas. 

This is almost a whole libary in itself. 
Dr. Boyd, author of "Recreations of a 
country Parson" says. "It is hard to 
speak of the Oxford Bible for Teachers, 
with its wonderful helps to the study 
of the Bible without using superlatives. 
Looking back to one 's student days, 
when one bad laboriously to gather from 
nany costly volumes a part only of the 
mowledge bere compendiously given in 
Jne, one feels great tha,nkfulness ...... 
;hat the following l!:eneration are 80 

'avored in having this volume within 
hpir reach ...... . 7'he B elp& are the very 
cst-the utmost that devout scholar-
h lp cau do." 

en look at t he bindiug-the best 
Levant, divinity circuit, calf lined to 
sdre, silk sewed,round corners, red under 

JIJ erJl' es-a perfect beauty, made to 
a,t a l;'e time, and to be more precious 
• s thE' yeaTS roll by, and to be a coveted 
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heirloom-all, for the moderate cost 
$U.OO. Published by the Oxford Uni­
versity Press. American Branch, Henry 
Froude 91 & 93 Fifth Ave., New York. 

l!'or sale by Presbyterian Board of 
Publication 1516 Locust St., St. Louis. - -
RARE BARGAINS IN BOOKS. 

The following books have been re­

ceived from represen tative publishers 

for review. The review has been made 

and they are now offered for Bale at less 

than half regular retail price. The prices 

given below (strictly cash) INCLUDE 

POSTAGE AND PACKING. 

Eschol. B. J. Humphrey D.D ........ $ .40 
The Wonderful Law ................ ........ ·.... .50 
The Reader's Shakespeare. Bell.... .75 
All of Grace, Spurgeon ...... ......... ........ .25 
Teachers Meetings........ ........................ .15 
Readings flllm the Bible, Selected 

for Schools ....... .... .......... .................. .15 
The Greater Life and Work of 

Christ. Patterson.... ........... ........ .75 
New Testament Conversions. Rob-

erls...................... ............... .... ... ...... .40 
Ruling Elders Hand Book........ .... .. ... .40 
Biblical BphoCB. Hart ...... _ ............... .50 
Manifold Ministry of the Holy 

Spirit. Pitzer............ ........ ......... .. ... .15 
Christian Creed and Confession .. _.. .40 
Prayer, Trumbull ...... .. .. ........................ .40 
Tribulations, TrumbulL........ ..... ........ .40 
Bongs of Pilgrimage............ .... .............. .50 
Principals of Economics. Oshorn .75 
Forgiveness of Sin. Pentecost..... ..... .50 
The Christian Sunday-School Les-

son Commentary...... ...................... .50 
Story of Spain and Cuba......... .... .... ... .75 
Blossoms of Thought.... .. ........ ....... .. ..... .15 
Of the Imitation of Chriot...... .... .... .... .25 
How Bennie did it.................. ................ .60 
Talks about the Weather........ .... ........ .35 
Talks about the Soil. .. ....................... _ .35 
Talks about Useful Plants.................. .35 
Story of Turkey aud Armenia........... . .75 
Forty Years in China............ .... ......... .75 
Practical Christian Sociology............ .30 
The Life and Voyages of Christo-

pher Columbus ....................... _.... .30 
The Word of the Lord upon the 
Waters .............................. .......... _ ............ .30 
Tannhauser. A Poem................... ....... .30 
The First Communion.......................... .20 
"Little Daughters."........ ......... ............ .35 
English D ramatists. Part First...... .80 
Enll'lish Dramatists. Part Second.. .80 
Mollie Miller. A Tale....... .. ............... .65 
Young Master Kirke. A Tale.......... .40 
Christs Trumpet Call to the Minis-

try .............. .. ..................... .... ....... ........ . 65 
Godiva Durleigh. A Tale................. . .75 
Around the Tea Table. Dr. Talm-

age .............................. _................ .... .50 
The Wedding Guest...................... ........ .25 
The Medical Companion and 

Household Physician. ........... .. ..... .40 
Chicago Tabernacle Talks, Moody.. .25 
From Olivet to Patmos........................ .75 

Address, 
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niarriages. 

ROBERTsoN.-ScHoFIELD -At the resi· 
dence of the bride's mother on Wednesday 
evening Nov. 18th, by the Rev. E. Aston, 
Mr. Henry E. Robertson of Beatrice, Neb. 
to Mu s Lillian Schofield of Colon, Neb. 

WIIB3TER.-HEND ERSONS.-At the resi­
dence of the bride's parents near Tamora. 
Neb. on Thanksll:iving Day, Nov. 26, 1f!)S. 
by l' e Rev. Thomas L. Sexton D. D., Mr. 
Ph il ill L. Webster and Miss Julia A. Hen· 
derso" , both of Tamora, Seward County. 
Nebra~k8. 

SMITH.-MATHEWSON.-At Astoria, Ills. 
Nov. 23cd, by Rev. A. R. Mathes of Canton 
Ills. Mr. Ira J. Smit.h of Ohicago and Miss 
Laura A. Mathewson of Astoria Uis. 

E ARNEST.-TuRNER.-By the same on 
Nov. 25th. at Civer, IJls. Mr. Charles B. 
Earnest of Green Co. Ill~., and Miss Sada 
Turner of Civer Fultou Co. Ill~, 

REl.'NIE.-HILLli:RY.-By the same at the 
Preshyterian Manse,IJanton, Ills, Nov. 25.h. 
Mr. Audrew K. Rennie and Miss Mary E. 
H1llery all of Dumfermline, Ills. 

ELLIOTT.-HILL.-By the same. on same 
date,at the same place, Mr. John H. ElhoU 
and Miss Dassie A. Hill all of Norris, Ills. 

Market reports sent 
on applIcation. 

Q)bituaries. 
[For obituary notices of ministers, o. 

those of their families, no charge is mader 
For others-except the simple death an· 
nonncement which is free,-a necessary 
charge of 5 cents per line (average 8 words) 
is made; money to be sent with the obituary 
manuscript.] 
V.uL.-Nathan C. Vall, one of the elders in 

Lhe Irontoo Presbyterian church; Nov­
ember the 17th, 1896. 
Mr. Vail came to Iron Co. from Orange 

Co. New York thirty years ago. He was a 
quiet and nndemonstrative msn;butone who 
was highly esteemed in his own family and 
community. He was one 01 the efficiens 
and active member, in his church and bill 
loss will be keenly felt by the church at 
weIla9 his own family. As olteu as it was 
possible he was an attendant of the Presby­
tey, in which he always took a delighted 
interest. He enjoyed his church paper. 
THE MID,CONTINENT-as much as anyone 
I ever knew. He leaves a wife, two sons 
aud two dau~hters, atl of them members of 
the Ironton Presbyterian church. 

• • 
Sharp Fains, 

III Lbe limbs, arms, back and hipB,causing 
misery day and night; stiffness of the joints, 
lsmene<s, swellings, agony-tbis is rbeuma­
tism. It is caused by poisonous matter in 
the blood. It can be cured only by purify­
ing the blood. Do not waste time and 
money on liniments or other applications. 
Do not dally wiLh unknown medicines. 
Oure rbeumatism at once, Burely, salely, 
promptly. permanently, by purifying the 
blood with Hood's Sasaparilla. Thousand 
of cures of Lhis and ot.her blood diseases 
concluBively prove that Hood's Sarsaparilla 
is the best-in fact, the one true blood 
purifier. -.. 
Big Four Route and Chewapeako I: Ohio Ry. 

~i·W~qfa~iJ 
DENTIST, 

2602 Locust Nt., ST, L01JIS. 
Corner J efferson A.t·enue. 

A WATCH for A FE ,v HOURS' WORK 
Boys, 10U want this. 

Get our Samples of Visiting cards, see your 
friends, and take orders for 10 Dacks at 25c. a 
pack of 2li cards l>rioted ia the latest style. 
Send us the money for the Cards and we will 
send you a nice NIckel Watch for your trouble. 
Write for full particDlars and samples. Address 

W. M . ANDERSON '" BROTHERS. 
(Novelty"Dep' t.) No.2 S. 12th St., Richmond, 
Va. 

Peloubet's 

Select 
Notes" 

for 1897. 
"The'Vorld's Best Commentary on 
the International Sunday·school Les­
sons."-Slm day School Times. 

Price, Cloth, $ •. 25' 
For Sale ~verywhere. 
Send for Sample Pages. 

Big Four 
Best Line 
Between 

St. Louis, Indianapolis, 
Cleveland, Buffalo, 
NEW YORK AND BOSTON. 

"THE KNICKERBOCKER SPECIAL" 

Tbe best winter route to t.he East avoid­
ing the snow and ice of the more northern 
route. The finest. scenery East ortbe Rock­
ies and strict.ly up-to-dat.e service. Elegant 
Coaches, Sleeping Cars RU r\ Dining Cars. 
The time is just as quick aud the fare to 
W ASH INGTOII, BALTIMORE. PHILADRLPnlA, 
NEW YORK Irom $1.00 to $2.60 less than by 
any otber Route having a noon day train 
from Bt. Louis. This is the best and quick­
est route to most all points in Virginia, and 
North and South Oarolina. Homeseekers' 
one WilY and Round Trip tickets at very 
cheap rates from many points in the West 
on tue ht and 3rd 'fuesdays of each month. 
The Big Fo:!r Knickerbocker Special leaves 
St. Louis every day at 1200 noon Bnd I Through the beautiful Mohawk Valley 
reaches the following points next afternoon . . 
and evening Lynchburg 12:50 noon, Rich- and down the Hudson River iuto 
mond 3:30 P M. Old Point, 6:30 P. Y. Nor- G d' t 1 St t· 42 d U 
folk 7:00 P. M. Charlottesville 12:20 noon. ran Uen ra a lOn, n o t., 
Washington 3:45 P. Y. Baltimore, 4.:54 P. M. New York City. 
Philadelphia 7:04 P. M. New York 9:08 P. Y. 

One fare $19 25 St. Louis to Washington 
and return Jor the inauguration 01 Presi· 
dent McKinl ey next Marcu. 

For lurtber information address E. B. 
Pope, Weslern Pa8senger Agent, Dig Four 
Office, Broadway & Chestnut SIS., St. Lou is 
Mo. 

+i"'t~'ti"i"i" ......... 't't 
i" American Messenger,,,, 
JI. Oce of the oldest and hest religlou· ...... 
'if papcrs: undeoominatianal ; foll d bri2ht. ~ 
"".readable articles ani fas "lnatiog stories ..... 
~ Among tbe contrIbutors for lS9; are Rev. ~ 

..... Dr. J. R . MIll'lr, Rev. Dr CUJle r, lIIrs ...... 
if Julia McNnir Wright, Mu. E . I' . Allan, '" 

",'.Mrs. L. 8. HOujhton, and many other .... 
~ abhwrite[s. 'i" 

• Montbly, 16 to 20 large pages and ... , • 
~ cover. if 
"t 1 ~ ~Iontlls for 25 Cls. "t 
...... 5 copIes to one o.ddre~s. f1 : 20 copies ... '. 
~ ~.50; 40 copies $6; over 40 at tbe same if 

,,'. rale. ... •• 
' if FOR THE SUNDAY-SCHOOl. ~ i" TH E r HILD'S PAPER. (Monthly. Ii" 
""."For all classes Brigl", ioterc.ting anil ..... 
~ beautlfolly Illustrated. Ten copies Or :t. 

"".over, one year, to one address. 10 cen:s .... 
~ ea.ch. Single COpy. 2.> cents. . '" 
~ MORNIN G LIGII T. (Monthl y). For ,. 

Vtbe younger elasocs. Double shet t. can~' 
..... be used a' a seml·monthly. lllustuted "" .. 
~ Terms. same fl< Child's Paper. ~ 

.t. APPLKS OF GOLD. (Weekly.) Fo, .. 9. 
'~\Dfant das5es. Large type. IlhIhU'ated '~ 
... ,.Colored picture each quarter. Slnglr ..... 
~ copy, 60 ceuts; fi ve copIes, 80 cents olch. :t . 
,.'fen or more copies. 2li cents each. JI. 
~. One copy of earh of these slandllrd''i' 
JI.paFeu to one !lddress, ono year, tor one..,. .* do,lar. .t:. 
.. lS ample Copies FIIEE! lend for th ~nl. ...... .. -- ~ 

AMERICAN TRACT SOCIETY 
.... 10 EHt 2Sd "Til EEl', lIEW YOUR. .t! 
. ~. Boston 51 bromfield tit. 'i" 
.... Rochester, 93 Slate St. ... .. 
. if ' Cinclnna1i. 520 Elm st. if ' 
...... PlliladelphI .. J51~ Chestn,:tSt. ..... 
'if' Cbicllgo 169 Wnb8.h Ave. 'if' i" !;anl?rancisco, 735 Market Bt 1-
"'i"i" ... ,.~'t't't't1'i''''i'' 

WITHOUT FERRYTRANSF£R. 
Magnlfcent SolId Trains D a lly, 

between .~<. 

ST. LOUIS AND CINCINNATI. 
Through Palace Sleep ing Cars 

between 

ST, lOUIS AND WASHINGTON, 
Via Chesapeake and Ohio Ry. 

Warren J. Lynch, Ass'tG. P. A. 
St. Louis, Mo. 

E. C. McCORMICK, D. B. MARTIN 
Au. Traffic Manal1er . Geu'l PaS! . It 

... CLOVER LEAF 
~ ROUTE! 

Toledo, St. louis & Kansas CUy 
__ RAILROAD --

The Direct Line and Cheapest Rates wilh 
double daily service to 

Toledo • 
Detroit, 

Sandusky, 
Cleveland s 

Montreal, Toronto, 
Indianapolis. 

Buffalo, 
Albany, 

New York, 
Bos on • 

!NII !LL POl!lT8 liOHTU um !; ~ ST • 

TICRF.T OFFICE: 

505 Olive Street and Union Depot, 
ST , LOUIS . 
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THOMAS NELSON & SONS 

NEVI GIFT BOOKS 
For 1896-97. 

New Books Season .896-7. 

King Uatthlas and the Beggar 
Boy. 

Translated from the Hungarian by Selina 
Faye, 800, cloth. Illustrated. 50 cents. 

CleveJy Sahib. A. Tal~ of the 
Khyber l-as8. 

By Herbert Hayens, author of "Under the 
Lone Star," etc., with six illustrations. 
800. cloth. Glit top. $1.75. 

Jack and His Brothers. 
By Mrs. Auslin Dobson. With original 

music and numerous illustration!. "Ded­
icated to Everybody Under Four." 800, 
extra cloth. 60 cents. 

Uaptain Cook'. Voyages ROllO(I 
. the World. 

With a memoir by M. B. Synge, and num­
erous illustrations. .A new edition. 80':>, 
cloth, beveled boards. $2.00. 
"It is reading of strange interest to fo~l?w 

Captain Oook through these now famlltar 
seas which then were trackless, and look 
through his surprised and wondering eyes 
at scenes to which we have become well ac· 
customed. • . • The narrative 01 it all is 
one of thrilling interest and the publishers 
have brought it out in a convenient and 
pleasing form, with many illustrations."­
Literarv WO"/d, Nov. 14. 1896. 

The Hermit Princes. 
A tale of Adventure in Japan, by Eleanor 

Stredder, with illustrations. SOO. cloth. 
$1.00. 

Frank's First Term. 
By Harold A.very. Illustrated. 800, cloth. 

Extra. 60 cents. 

For M!e by aU Booksellers , or w i/! be Be!lt pas/paid 
0'1' receip t oj pr'ice by 

Thomas Nelson & Sons, 

Pub1ishe1's and Importers, 

33E 17th St. (Ulion ~q!lare) Wew York, 

TRY THE NEW BOOK. 

SACRED SONGS, No.1, 
By Ira D . Sankey. James McGranahan, and 

Geo. C. Stebbins . 

Now being used by Mr. Moody and Mr. Sankey 
In all their IDEetings, 

2081'ages ofthq newest and most useful devo · 
tional Songs in the land 

Just what you want for your Suuday Flchool 
and Prayer meeting. Only 1125,00 per 100; 30 cents 
each if by mail . 

TH]~ BIGLOW & J)IATN CO .• 
Chicago House, 215 Wabnlh Avcnue, 

76 Eabt 91h St. . New York. 

"HE IS NOT HERE" . 
DR. JAlIIl!S D. lJROOKJrS' 

Latest book. (Being on the Resurrection 
of Christ) Just issued by the Presbyterran 
Board o! Publication, Philadelphia. 

"God Spake All These Words." 

"i AM COMING." 
't'hese three books contain the last testi· 

mony which the author wishes to leave to 
the thoughtful consideration of Christians 
who believe in the Word of God. The first 
two are published in this country, and the 
last in England, but they may all be ob­
tamed of the 

PRESBYTERIAN BOA.RD OF PUB­

LICATION, 

The price of "God Spake" is 60c., of "He 
not Here" and "I Am Coming" 75c. each. 

J. W. ALLEN, Manager. 

~T. LOUIS DEPOSITORY. 
lill6 Locust St., St. Louis, Mo. 

TEE MID-CONTINENT. DECEMBER Hi, 1886. 

~urr~nt iit~rature. 

BOOKS. 
ALICE AND HER Two FRIENDS. By Rev. 

Charles S. Wood. Presbyterian Board of 
Publication, Philadelphia. $1.25. 

This is a tale written by a Presbyte­
rian pastor, and is well suited for our 
Christian homes and Sunday-school 
libraries. 

COMPENDIUM OF CHURCH HISTORY. By the 
Rev. Andrew C. Zen os, D. D.; Professor 
of Church History in the McCormick 
Theological Seminary. Chicago. Presby­
terian Board of Publication, Philadel­
phia. $1. 

In the very thoughtful introduction, 
written by Dr. John DeWitt of Prince­
ton Seminary, it is well remarked that 
the preliminary mastery of a good out­
line of the subject is a pre-requisite to 
the interested and intelligent stlldyof 
church history. Conversely it can be 
said that no one can prepare a good 
outline of church history who is not 
already at home, and an eXJlert in his 
knowledge, in the general and compre­
hensive scope of the subject. Prof. 
Zenos's qualification for writing the 
best sort of a compendium is based on 
the fact of his mastery of the whole 
large field. 

AMERICAN PRESllYTERH.NISM IN ITS DEVEL­
OPMENT AND GROWTH. tiy the Rev. R~ b­
erL M. Patterson, D. D., LL.D. Pre~by­
terian Board of Publication. Philade~­
phia. 50 cts. 

This is a valuable compendium of in­
formation on the subject named. 
While containing everything statistical 
that the average student of Presbyte­
rian growth in this country would de­
sire, it is eometbiog more than a mere 
compilation ot facte and fi~ures, and 
comparison of periods aud of denomina­
tions. From its data are drawn valu­
able observations. One in particular 
we mention. Philadelphia being one 
of the best representatives of settled 
homogenous American society, it is in­
ferred from the remarkable progress of 
Presbyterianism in that city, that that 
form of church it! the one of the Chris­
tian churches which is pre· em inently 
adap ted to this country. 

FAITH BUILDING. By tbe Rev. William P. 
Merrill. Presbyterian Board ot Publica­
tion. Philadelphia. 50 cts. 

This little book, the writer says, is 
intended for earnest-minded young peo­
ple who have doubts. The aim and de­
sire of the writer are good, but we think 
the method pursued is a lamentable 
failure: The one foundation of Chris­
tian faith, the author says, is "the Per­
son and Character of Jesus of Naza­
reth." It is ominous that the work of 
Christ is not included, and that no em­
phasis, no mention even, is mado of the 
cross and the atoning blood; of Christ's 
mediatorship nor of his relation to his I 
people as High priest and king after 
"passing through tbe heavens." The 
only reference to the death on Calvary 
is an incidental allusion to the "young 
Galilelln country teacher who was ready 
to give his life for the truth." The book 
directs us to Christ fur our "life ideals" 
and as a "leader of men in their search 
for God." The Bible is not essential, 
the author tella us; the only essential 
thing is Christ. That remark is more 
rhetorical than logical. He fails to dis­
tinguish between tile two uses of the 
word "essential." That Christ alone is 
essential as the ground of salvation, as 
He alone is the way and the door, and 
his t11e only name given among men 
whereby we may be saved-this is the 
most commonplace of Christian veri­
ties. But that the Bible, since the 
days of Apostolic endowment and 
function closed, is the only adequate 
revelation of Christ and therefore essen­
tial to a sufficing knowledge of Bim, is 
also true. Otherwise, how indeed , we 
may well ask, could Mr. Merrill refer os 
to the "person and character of Jesus 
of Nazareth" and how conld he bid us 
find in Him our "life ideals" and study 
Him as a "leader of men?" 

Constipation is 
Lhe start of nearl,y 
all sickness in tb..e 
world. It not 01'ITy 
makes a man sick, 
but it depresses 
him mentally. It 
gives him "the 
blues." He is 
plunged in the 
depths of de­
spondency. As he 
gets rid of his con­
stipation, he feels 
himself lifted out 
of tbe depres:;ing 
darkness back into 
tbe ligbt of bealtb 
and good feeling. 
Tbe alarming 
prevalence of tbis 
really dangerous, 
seemingly insig. 
nificant disorder, 
many years ago in. 
duced Dr. Pierce 

to prepare bis since world-famous·" Pleasant 
Pellets." They are designed to do just one 
thing. and they do it. Tbey restore the 
bowels and liver to a healthy, natural ac· 
lion. One little" Pellet" is a gentle laxa· 
tive, and two a mild purgative. They cure 
headache, heart-burn, sour stomach , Batu­
leney, biliousness, foul taste in the mouth, 
and all the other disagreeable symptoms of 
constipation. Druggists sell them, bllt look 
out that your druggist is honest with yon, 
and gives you what YOll ask for. Don't 
accept a snhstitute. 

There would be less sickness in America if 
every home library contained a copy of Doctor 
Pierce 's great ;;:o:~ ~~:ri~t~cf~r~~r.~om~oi~ 

exactly what its name implies. 
It is the people's text-book of 
medicine. prepared by a regular. 
practicing physician. eminent in 
his profeSSIon , and now- as for 
th irty years-the head of one of 

l~:tft:.~~~~~ '1'~~i~~~d~ ihT~~ 
valids' Hotel and Surgical Insti· 
tute. at Buffalo. N _ Y . It is full 

...,., ...... """ .. ~!n!~~~!:~~i:sxfo~~hi;~u~~r::f~h~ 
common ailments that arise in every family By 
following its ad·vice. many illnesses are nipped 
in the bud. which might otherwise beo:>me seri­
ous and dangerous. This great book will be sent 
absolutely free. in paper-covers. to anyone who 
will send twenty-one ooe-cent stamps. to pay the 
cost of .naiJin&, only. to the World's Dispensary 
Medical Association. No. 663 Main Street. BllffalOa N , V. If French cloth binding i. desired. sen 
tell cents extra Ithirty-one cents in aU). ~ 

We are not offering any criticisms on 
this book beyond those of its defective­
ness. That far we think it is gravely 
wrong. And in that respect we must 
be allowed to express our surprise tbat 
it beaTS the imprimatur of our Presby­
terian Board. It illy comports with 
the affirmatively evangelical character 
of all its other issues which profess to 
deal didactically with subjects of thill 
kind. 

$200.00l · ooLo Given 
Tbe International News and Book Co., BallimoNt. 

Md .• makes a most liberal offer of $200.00 to anyone 
Belling 200 copie8 of their books, IICbUd's Story of 
Jesus " or "Gathered J ewels," by Spurgeon. The 
greatestseWng books out. :: :A.$100.00 bicycle given for 
selling 00 copies in 2 montbs. A ,270.00 Estey Organ 
given for selling 115 copies in 3 mooths. A splendid 
opportunity for a cburcb to secure an Organ. A gold 
watch is given in addition to commissIon tor selling 
60 copies in 30 days. Last fall over 100.000 copies ot 
theIr bOOI<;s ~ere SOld. They paId agentl! over $SO,OOO 
In commiSSIOn. 407 agents secured premiums In 
addItion to commission. 33 made over t375.00. lIS 
mnde over $200.00. Complete outfit for both books 
60 cents, Freight paid. credit given. Other book. 
and Bibles tor faU and Xmas Holidays. Induce. 
ments not equalled by any publlsber. Tbey gIve 
Bank r.ferences ns to tbelr responsibility. ~ Write 
them Immediately. 

Perfection InPIANOS and OR 
GANSis foundin those bearing the 
nameo( "ESTEY." Be sure tha 
the one you decide to buy is 0 

this mak e a nd you will have the 
btSt. Over 300,000 in aclual ",e. Catalogues nlailed free to 
any address, 

ESTEY & UA..!IP. 
919 OliVE ST. _ 51 Lou 

FOREST PARK UNIVERSITY 
FOR WOMEN. 

Thorough college and preparatory couroc' 
Boald Ilnd tuition '260 to 275. College of musiC 
E. R. Kroeger, director: Kvaline Watson. voice 
Parisi. violin; Pipe organ, elocution. art. Blue 
car Lindell electric passes ,he door. Tuition 
hal r price Of ceutral city school8, 125 to $40; hal. 
year. Greek, Latin, French. German. Phys Cutll 
Chorus, etc. At home, Mon. Sat. P.Il. Add. fo~ 
catalogue. 
lIRS. ANN A SN EED CAIRNS. Pres't .• St. Loul 

Perkins & Herpel's 
MERCANTILE COLLEGE 

Cor. (Lh Stred antllrlbhlo;;tou Au., ST. LOUrS. 110. 

INDIVIDUAL INSTRUCTION 
Ch •• i ... UooL,"'repln;, l'.nmu ... lp. SIIOrlbaud, 'fll""'I'iUn; 

Uramnur, ArUhDltlUt!t :&Ie 
CHt OR lHIlT.: , ·OIL CATALOGeR. 

Day and Night School opens Sept. 7. 

Organized 1830. Chartered 185' 

LINDENWOOD COLLEGE, 
FOR YOUNC LADIES. 

ST. CHARLES, MO., near ST. LOUIS. 
Synodical control. Course full ani thrOll(l'h 

Government tbat of a Christian fnmlly. LocMion 
beautiiul and healthful. ART and MUSIC SPAO' 
altiea. For catalogue etc .. address. 

REV. W. S KNIGHT. D _D .• President. 

The Most Convenient and Popular 
R.allroad Ticket 

--ISTHE--

Baltimore &. Ohio Southwestern A'ys 
New 1,000 nile Book. 

GOOD OVER 
Baltimore & Ohio Southwester., 

Baltic:ore &: OhiO, 
Pittsburg and Western, 

Cincinnati, Hamilton &: Dayton, 
Columbus, Sandusky & Hocking, 

Louisville, New Albany &: Ohicago (Monon 
Cleveland Terminal & Valley, . 

Columbus, Hocking Valley &: Toledo, 
Terminal of St. Louis, 

Indiana, Decatur &: Western, 
Ohio Central Rallroada, 

--BEAOHING--
St. Lonis, Louisville, Oincinnatl, Indian 
apolis, Ohicago, Dayton, Columbus, Toled. 
OIeveland, Pithburg, Wa~hlngton, D. C 
Baltimore, PhiladelphIa and hundreds (> 

other points. 
Books are good for One Year and 

sold at rate of $20.00 by all B. & 
O. SoW. Agents, also at ticket office 
St. Louis Union Station. 

Virus Hair Tonic. 
~;or Dandrutr ~~ Scalp Disease. 
Prevents the Hair from fall­

ing out. Send for circular giving iuformation 
Small bOL~.le b~, exp~ess . ........ .... .. .. ...... 75e 
Large ..... .. ...... .. ..... ~1.00 
(j Large "" ••..... •. .. ..... • ... $5.00 
Guaranteed to be as represented. Address 

L. BUSCHAR.T, 
1516 Locust, St., St.Louis. 

BELLS 
Steel Alloy Chul'~:t d: !SchOOl Bells. ....Send tor 
Catalogue. Tho C. S_ BELL CO., Hillsboro, O. 

OPIU M
and WHINKEY nABITS cured at 
home withont pain. Book of par· 
tlculars FREE . B. M. Woolley, 
M. D., Box 487, Atlnnta, Ga . 

THE AMERICAN GUARANTY FUND MUTUAL 
FIRE INSURANCE CO. OF Sf. LOUIS, .MO, 

CO:l:1&er-v a, t:i. -ve. EC0:l10:D:1:i.ca,l. 

Th e ONI.Y Firelnsurance Company doing buslneasln lflS90Url,yhlch has a guannty rund or 
1C0.((0 depositEd with the Insurance Commissioners for the protection of its polley hold8U. 

WERTH'S INSURANCE AGENCY, 
emu 18 N. 3rd Street. ST. LOUIS. MO. ESTABLISHeD If.!!} 

.l.DJOINING "REPUBLIC" BUILDING. 
We take n. ' asureln recommending the above Company to our friends and patrons either ror 

Jflltuul or Slock polley. 
J. E. WERTH & BRO. 

We are prepared to write large lines Qn all classes of approved ris lu-also Tornado Plat, 
Glass. Bond and Accident Insurance. ' 
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moralities. 
THE SELFISHNESS OF MODERATE DBlNKING. 

"I know no subject the discussion of 
which discovers more of the selfishness 
of human nature, of the inconsiderate­
ness for the welfare of others, than that 
of teetotalism. Immediately you urge 
abstinence upon those who consider 
themselves very moderate, you have 
this reply-'Oh, I shall never be a 
drunkard; if I found the liquor getting 
the better of me, I should stop at once; 
it never did me any harm; I was never 
drunk in my life,' It is all'!' and 'ms,' 
but no reference to others; no conscious­
ness that we are but units of a great 
whole, and that the drinking or sbstin-

--flnce of everyone of us has an influence 
'lpon a great many others. All the argu­

ents and reasoning oC moderate drink-
rs centre in themeelves. They speak 

BS it their own enjoyments and their 
own safety were all that they need care 
for. Well mie;ht a departed judge say 
that want of Iympathy was the sin of 
the age. No claes confirms the truth of 
this sayiug more than the reputedly 
Bober drinking class."-John Livesey, in 
the Staunch Teetotallf7'. 

THE CLEAR LINEOS' DEMARCATION. 

"Those who profess to have a horror 
ofdrunkenesB, should contend against 
all its preparatory stages. I hold that 
all who are not quite sober are a little 
bit in the way of being drunk. This 
will offend many, but I know no tr.uer 
mode of exprel!sing it. 80 Boon as the 
pulse, by beer, wine, or brandy, is rais­
ed from 70 to 73, there is a shade of de­
parture from a state of perfect sobriety, 
whatever name you give it. If this is 
noUhe case,I ask where sobriety ceases, 
,nd whe-re inebriation (1 won't say 

tlnltness) bejlins? In our case the 
Je of demarcation is so clear that a 
;Id cannot mistake; but the line 

wDJilil moderate drinkera are so apt to 
'get over,' is so vague, that no wonder 
they should mistake it. The end oC 
our sobriety is the first p;lase., though 
the syetoms may be quite invisible; will 
our opponents tell us where the end of 
theirs is? They might as well attempt 
to tell us where the day ceases and the 
nip;ht commences. One merges into 
the other as it were iuvisibly just a fit 
emblem of moderation and drunknees. 
Our doctrine, on the contrary, is as 
simple as it is eafe; nobody caD misund­
stand it; nobody can be misled by it; 
but those who preach against drunken­
ness only, leave the people to wander 
through all the mazes and quicks81.1ds 
lC moderate drinking."-Joseph Live3cy, 
'n the Stauuch Teetotaler. 

--
A mother, on returning from ChUTCh, 

laid to her son: "I did not like the 
ermon to·day nor the singing or the 
:hoir." The DOY, knOWing what his 

other had put on the collection plate, 
l8i'!l: "Mother, what could you expect 
" r a cen t?" --

A WORK OF ART. 
- "The Tex arkana Gateway to Texas And the 

Bouthwestl" 
Is the name of a handsome publication 

recently issued by the Iron Mountain route, 
consi~ting of 224 pages of descriptive mal­
ter.inter-persed witb 600 beautiful half tone 
liuslrations. It is tbe most comprehen­
live. and typo·grapbically the handsomest 
1I'0rk of its klDd ever issued on tbe State of 
rexas, and is reAliy a commercial and in· 
lustrial Hi!tory of the State. Anyone 
eading lhis will bave an excellent idea of 
he vaSL resources and great possinilities 01 
he Lone Star State. lhe book was gotten 
IP by the St. Louis Iron Mountain & 
loutbern railways and its connections in tbe 
ltate of Texa~, for distribution in the North 
. nd East. with tbe view of atLracting immi­
:ralion, investora, tourists ar.d seekers af­
er health. It is in every way a valuabJe 
"ntribution to the current literalure of the 
~J, and is calculated to be of great service 
o the State of Texds. A copy 01 this pub­
ication will be delivered lree on applica­
,ion to the undersigned, or any passenger 
'~presentative of tbe Missouri Pacific rail· 
,J.y Iron Mountain ronte, or mailed to any 

\ddreds on receipt of 8 cents postage. H. O. 
rownsend, General !'assenger Agent, St. 
. ouis. 
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I THE YOUTH'S 
~I", C I O~PANION 
:~~ 
';j~ 
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~I~ 
~I", 
~.~ 

The Companion of the Whole Family. 

The list of those who will contribute to THE YOUTH'S COMPAJI.'10N 

during the coming year is, as usual, long and brilliant. It includes 
not only popular writers of fiction, but also some of the most 
eminent naval officers, travellers and explorers, men of science 
and statesmen. NATIONAL CAPITOL, WASHINGTON. 

~E * -Life and Work at Washington. I 
~~ When l\Ir. Gladstone was Prime Minister he contributed to THE COMPA:<IO:<, as did l\Ir. Blaine when Secretary of State. $7-,% 
~I'" All the members of the present American Cabinet but three, bave written for its columns. During the coming ye:lr Lbe ~:5~~ 
~~ following features of national work will be described by members of the national government: ~ _ ~t-

~It: ~i~ 
~%~ EARLY DAYS OF THE POST-OFFICE, HON. WM. L. WILSON, Postmaster-Gen'l. ~II'~ 
~~ BUILDING A WAR-SHIP, HON. HILARY A. HERBERT, Secretary Navy. ~~ 
~~ WHAT T~ ATTORNEY-GENERAL DOES, HON. JUDSON HARMON. ~~ 
~It- THE LIFE OF A SENATOR, . HON. HENRY CABOT LoDGE. o..:\'t-

~if THE LIFE OF A CONGRESSMAN, HON. THOMAS B. REED. ~k 
~j~ ';o)~ - -¥ ? ~I~ For Ambitious Boys. For Ambitious Girls. ~I<E 
~b ~b 
~r~ THE HABIT OF THRIFT, Andrew Carnegie. TRAINING THE VOICE, Madame Lillian Nordica. ~i~ 
~* BECOMING A DOCTOR, Dr. Austin Flint. A GIRL WHO BECAME FAMOUS, ~~ 
~'t- HOW LINCOLN EDUCATED HIMSELF, Mrs. Burton furrison. ..:\'''' 
';'A~ Jesse W. Weik. NURSING AS A CAREERt Dr. W. L. Love. ';',,~ - -11~ FORESTRY AS A PROFESSION, Gifford Pinchot. MARRIAGE SETTLEMENTS, Elizabeth Bisland. ~i~ 
~I~ THE LARGEST SALARIES, Carroll D. Wright. FLOWER-GROWING FOR PROFlT. Rene Bache. ~I!~ 
..:\e. ~~ 

¥ -:1 Popular Writers for 1897.. , 
~f In addition to twenty· five staff writers, THE COMPANION Contributors include not only the most popular writers of ~I~ 
~'I~ fiction, but some of the most eminent Statesmen, Scientists, Travellers and Musicians. ';jl~ 

~~ Ian Maclaren. Geo. W. Smalley. Hon. Theodore Roosevelt. The Marquis of Lorne. ~~~ 
,"'" Rudyard Kipling. Harold Frederic. Col. George E. Waring, Jr. Lady Jeune. ~'''' 
~I~ ~,t: 
~,~ Hall Caine. Hamlin Garland. Hon. Carl Schurz. Lady Harcourt. ~'e. 
~~ Stephen Crane. Max O'Rell. Dr. W. A. Hammond. Miss Alice Longfellow. ~l~ 
~'b ~'f... 
11~ Frank R. Stockton. W. Clark Russell. Dr. Cyrus Edson. Edward Everelt Hale. ~l~ 
~i~ Charles Dudley Warner. Lieut.R.E.Peary, U.S.N. Dr. Austin Flint. Rev. Lyman Abbott, D.D. ~I~ 
~'t- And more than one hundred other eminent alen and women. ..:\,'" 
- 2i~ ~'" THE CmIPA~JON also announces for 1897, Four Absorbing Serials, Stories of Adventure on Land and Sea, Stories for ..:\,.. 
~Ii~ ~{: 
~''-'' Boys, Stories for Girls, Reporters' Stories, Doctors' Stories, Lawyers' Stories, Stories for Everybody- all profusely ~'''' 
~'I~ illustrated by popular artists. Six Double Holiday Numbers. More than two thousand Articles of Miscellany-Anecdote, ~I'~ 
..:\t- IIumor, Travel, etc., with Fascinating Children's rage every week. Timely Editorials, the" Current Events," the ~t-

~I~ S -~b "Current Topics" and" Nature and cicDcc" Departments give much valuable information every week. ~''-'' . -...\It- 700 Large Pages in Each Volume - 52 Weeks for $J.75 - Send for illustrated Prospectus. ~I", 
·I~ • . -~~ ~t-
'7j~ New Subscribers who will cut out this slip and send it at once with ~ol~ 
~'l'~ name and address and $'.75 will receive: a b ~ '-" 
~I~ FREE-The Youth's Companion every week from the time subscrip- ~i~ 
~ t- tion is received till January" ,897; ~''-'' 
~I~ FREE-Thanksgiving, Christmas and New Year's Double Numbers;' ~l~ 
~'" FREE-The Companion's 4-page Folding Calendar for ,Sg1, Litho- ~,~ 
~I'~ graphed in Twelve Beautiful Colors . The most artistic and ~i~ 
~b expensive color production The Companion has ever offered; ~'''' 
~~~ And The Companion Fifty-two weeks, a full year, to January I, 18gS. '=il"~ 
"'to> ~'-' ;:O~ ~,~ & ~ 
:~ TIlE YOUTH'S COMPANION, 20J Columbus Avenue, Boston, Mass. J~ .,\' ~ 

~,?~,!,~:}y~~~~~~t'&~!b~,!~!~!~~'~'!'~!~!~:'~~~!~Y~!~!'~~!~\~'lcl!'~~~~'~~!~!~~,!,""~!~~!~~!b'!'d!~~!~~!~~'!'~~!~ 
'71~ "il\' 'IJ~ '11~ 'II\' ~I~ .... II~ 'II~ 'II\' "11~ 'II~~ "il\' 'II~ 'II\' 'II~ 'II'\' 'II\' '71,\, '1~ 'II\' '11~ 'II~ 'Ii\' '71~ '7i~ '7i~ '?I~ 'II~ 'II~ 'II~ '11~ "il~ "il\' .... II\' .... II~ 'II\' 'II\' 'II~ 

Christmas and New Years Holiday .Rates. I 
B. & O. SoW. R'Y. 

As u~ual the B. & O. S. W. Railway has 
arranged for Holiday Rates for their pat· 
rons, and will sell at low price round trip 
tickets from all stations to any point in 
Central Passenger Committee territory. 

This territory covera St. Louis, Lonis 
ville. Cincinnati, Cleveland, Chicago. Ind­
ianapolis and hundreds of other pOinte. 

Tickets on sale Dec. 24th, 26~b, 31st and 
Jan. 1st. Good returning to and including 
Jan. 4th, 1897. 

Any B. & O. S· W. Agent can give full in­
formation. 

J. M. CHESBROUGIl, 

General Passenger Agent, 
Cincinnati, O. 

.. -
. Wanted Canvassers to work in their own 
nei~b borhood (or the fineat lllu8watrd 
Book of the century. No capital requisite 
address Hamlin & Co., 1414 Locust St., St. 
Louis, Mo. 

Solid Through Trains 

FROM ST. lOUIS TO KANSAS CITY, 
With DiniD~ Cars, Vestibuled Drawing Room., Sleep· 

in: Cars, Reclining Chair Cars (~·ree). 

St. Joseph, Denver, Omaha, St. Paul and 
Minnoapolis. 

Only One Change of Cars to the Pacific Coul 

Tile best Line for Nebraska and the 

lllack lIiIls. 
Quickest lime to Denver ;lDd Colorado points. 

'1i'tclt<:~'f Qf.E'nC~ 

.W. Cor. Broaftway&Ollve' 

St. Louis. Mo • 

BLYMYER 
CHURCH 

. BLX.S. 
rIte" Clncinnall Be!! Foundry Co .• CI.cln,naIIL 

The Perfume of ~itplei;;S 
The purity of tile lily, the I'(loIV of the rose, 
and tbe flush of Hebe combine in POZZON1'S 
wondrous Powder. 

You 
Will do us a great favor it 
YOll will kindly mention 
THE MID-CONTI~ENT when 
you wrile lo advertisers 
Do so pleu3e • 

To California Via the True Southern Route . 

In elegant Pullman buflet 81~eing cars and 
Pullman Touri3L eJeeplllg cars through 
without chan~e from St. Louia to Loa An­
geles and Sl\n Frauci~co over the Iron 
Mountftin Route in connection with tbe 
Texas & P!\rific ond Southern Pacific rail-

J ways. 
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Mermod & Jaccard's, Broadway Cor. Locust. 
FOB THE ROLIDAYB TRERE'B NOTHING IIOBE APPBECIJ.TED TRAN 

Mermod & Jaccard's Solid Gold Rings. 
- ', GRANDEST STOCK IN AMERICA! 

• LOWEST PRICES FOR FINE WARRANTED GOODS. 
MOST BEAUTIFUL AND NEWEST DESIGNS. 

P""MAIL ORDERS CAREFULLY FILLED.~ 

Finger Sizes-Tales a small plecs of thin wire, fit it over the finger and send to us with order. We guarantee to fil. 

LADIES' SOLID GOLD STONE SET B.ING-&. 

Solid Gold, Tur­
quoise & Pearls. 
No. C1834, $4.50 

Solid Gold, Gar­
Solid Gold, Single net, Sapphire or Solid Gold, Tur- Solid Gold, Tur-
Pearl. Emerald Doublet. quoise. quoise. 

Solid Gold, Gar­
nets and PearIa. 
No. C1838, $3.00 

Solid Gold, Single 
Garnet, 

Solid Gold. Bingle 
Garnet, Emera!d 
or Ruby doubled, 
No. 01524, $4.00 No. 01844, $3,75 No. C1506, $2.50 No. 01836, $500 No. 01843, $2.25 No. C1803, $3.25 

Lad:l.es' or G-eD.:t1eD1en's So1:1.d Go1d Band. B.i:ngs. 

-Solid Gold,Chased Solid Gold, En- Solid Gold,Chased Solid Gold,Chased Solid Gold, Chased Solid Goit1,Chased Bolid Gold,ChasedSolid Gold,Chased 
Ban d ~rnved Band, Band, Band, Band, / Band, Band, Band, . 
No. C1756, $300 No. C1757, $500 No. 01758, $4.50 No. C1759, $·1.00 No. 01760, $400 No. C1761, $2.75 No. 01762, $3.00 No. C1763, f 3.50 

BIRTH MONTH RINOS. 
The following tells tbe montb, the stones and their significance. Study it and wear tbe stone of 
your destiny. A mOl:lt delicate and appreciative gift to a friend would be tbeir Natal Month Gem 
set in a ring or pin. Read tbe destinies of those who wear their Natal Month Gem. There are12 
we show 4. 

JA.lnTA.RY. 
Garnet 

• No. 01717 .. $400 
Ladies' Solid Gold 
Garnet Set Ring. 
Other desil:ns-

$2 50 to $8.00 

N 
Gen 

Constancy • 

Gold Garnet 
Ring; 

Other designs-
$5 50 to $20.00 

By her who in this month is born, 
No gems save Gal'nets should be worn; 
They will insure her constanoy. 
True friendship and fidelity. 

DECEMBER. 
Turquois. 

No. 01740 $15.00 No. C1739 $35.00 
Ladies' solid Gold Geutlemen's Solid 

Turquoise Bet Gold Turquoise 
Ring. Set Ring. 

Other designs- Other designs-
$8.50 to $20.00 $15.00 to $50.00 

If cold December gave you birth, 
The month of snow and ice Rnd mirth, 
Place on your hand a TURQUOIS blue, 
Success will bless whate'er you do. 

FEBRUARY. DARCH. 
Amethyst Contentment. Blood Stone. Courage. 

No. 01719. $400 boo C1718, $1250 
Ladies' SolidG old entemen's Solid 

Amethyst Set Gold Amethyst 
Rin~. Set Rings. 

Otber deslgna- Other designs-
$2.50 to $7.50 $550 to $16.00 

The February-born will find 
Sincerity and peace of mind: 
Freedom from pa!r.lion and from care 
If they the Amethyst will wear. 

No. 01721, $6 00 No. 01720. $1000 
Ladies' Solid Gold Gentlemell's Solid 
Bloodstone Set Ring. Gold Bloodstone 

Bet Ring. 
Other desi/!'ns- Other designs-

$3 50 to $9 00 $7 50 to $15 00 
Who in this world of ours their eyes 
In March first open sball be wise; 
In days of peril firm and brave, 
And wear a Blood.tone to their grave. 

MERMOD ~ JACCARD'S, Our Grand Catalogue Mailed·Free: 
Write for it 

Tells all about Birth Month Riags. BROADWAY, Cor. Locust, St. Louis. 

FACT AND FICTION. 

Mr. Wickwire: "What is that woman 
across the way trying to sin~?" Mrs. 
Wickwire: "My sweetheart's the man 
in the moon?" Mr. Wickwire: "Well, 
if he don't hear her it isn't her fault." 

For tbe contribution plate.-Congress 
man-I intend to introduce a bill pro­
viding for the coinaKe of hall-cents. If 
it passes my re-election is assured. 
Friend-How do you make that out? 
Congressman-All the church people in 
my district will vote for me.-Puck .. 

"Now, this house," said tbe native of 
Allegheny County, Penn., pointing out 
a log cabin . to the stranger, "is the 
most wonderful structure of its kind in 
all this conntry." "Wbat's wonderful 
about it?" "H's the only log cabin 
west (of the Allegheny mountains that 
Was'bington ham't slept in." 

Visitor (picking up the baby): "So 
this is the baby, is it? BleSI! bis little 
tootsiewootsies. Kehee-e-el Watch me 
poke um's ribsl" Tbe Boston bAby: 
"Motber, will you kindly inform me 
whether the deplorable condition of 
this person is due to permanent demen­
tia or spasmodic and intermittent in­
aanity?"-Exchallge. 

EVEllYBODY KNOWS H IM. 

The monoton ous voice of the train 
boy bruk e i ll ullon the meditations of 
the sleepy t raveler, sllYs the Chicago 
Tribu ne. 

"Puck, Judge, Life, any of the sport· 
ing or comlc publicatioDs, books by 
popular authors--" 

"Not any." drowsily answered the 
traveler. 

In a few moments the boy came back 
and spoke to bim again. 

"Bananas, oranges, ap-" 
"No." 
Again the boy went away and again 

he came back. 
"Figs, chocolate, caramels-" 
"Don't want anything. I wish you 

would quit bothering me." 

Once more the boy went away, and 
once more be returned. 

"Now, Ese bere," said the traveler, 
thorougbly awakened by this time, 
"young chap I don't want any lead pen­
cils, prize packages, stationary, book~, 
papers of any kind, cigars, fruit, candy 
or skull caps. I have no use fur nuts, 
shelled or unshelled, and you call't sell 
me IIny soap, buckles, combs, razor 
strops, cuff buttons, almanacs, papers 
of pins, corn starcb, rngs, walking 
sticks, mustard spoons, umbrellas, 
night shirts, clothes pins, brocaded 
silks, l'Ubber bands, carpets, bicycles, 
sbaving mugs, yacbting caps, diamonds 
knives or forks, cut glass, flour, bacon, 
pickle dishes, perfumery, coffee, tea, 
fine cut tobacco,. coal, baby carriages, 
elephants, borses or any other kind of 
animal, four-footed, or otherwise, saw 
lOIS, mining stocks or real eatate. Now 
will yon go away and let me alone?" 

"Yes, sir," returned the train boy in 
the same monotonous tone, "want any 
chewing gum?" 

Tbe 
ing. 

I said that while skating there one even· 
SKATING STORIES· ing, far from shore, he was pursued b.-

group were talking about skat- a monstrous gray wolf. "The wol" 

"1 don't pretend to be much of a 
skater," said the man with bis feet on 
the mantelpiece. "The last time I in· 
dulged in the pastime, thougb, I had 
the good luck to slip into an airhole." 

"You don' t call that good luck, do 
you?" asked the man who had been 
trying to break into the conversation 
and tell a story himself. 

"Well under ordinary circumstances 
I wouldn't call it ~ood luck," replied 
tbe man with his feet on the mantel, 
but in this instance it led to my catch­
ing the largest nsh ever found in this 
section of the country. It bappened 
this way: I was skating around the air­
hole and at last ran plump into it. The 
lower part of my body went under the 
ice but I was able to hold myself up by 
the arms. At last a man came to belp 
me out, but one of my skates seemed to 
have become entangled in something 
below the surface, and he had to call 
for assistance. Several persons re­
sponded and by their united efforts 
pulled me and a four pound rock bass 
through the airhole. The jaws of the 
fish were held apart by one of my skate 
blades. I suppose," he added by way 
of explanation, "that I must have 
struck my foot in his mouth when I 
first went down." 

It was the unuttered consenSllS of 
opinion that the speaker was 8 liar. 

There ~s a ahor t pa nEe and the mau 
who had been waiting fo r a chance told 
o ~ an adventure on Lake Superior. He 

chased me about considerably," he eail , 
"but I wasn ' t afraid, because I always 
was a good skaler and could beat an'" 
wolf that was ever created when it cam" 
to getting around on the ice. After L 
bad a little fun with the auimal, mak­
iug 'ngure eights' and things like tha r. 
around him, I thought I would put h im 
to some use. So I made a dash aroune 
to hie rear and caught hold of his la:l 
with one hand. I had a ehinny etict 
in the other and beat him · across th .. 
back with it. Well, gentlemen, tha ; 
beast was so shocked and surpri[ed. 
tbat be didn't know what to do. !:II' 
jumped around just like a colt that W8t! 

being broken in. I beld on tigh _, 
though, and be finally came to the con­
clusion that he wanted to go home and 
li t ou t for shore. 

"Gentlemen, I know you will believe 
me wben I say that tbat was the su­
preme moment of my life. There I was 
a-holding to the wolf's tail with one 
hand, beating him with the shinny 
stick which I held in the other, and 
flying over the glassy surface at the 
rate of about 40 miles an hour. As we 
neared the shore he slowed up some, 
and on reaching the land lay down and 
died from exhaustion. 

"I have his hide at bome now," con­
cluded the narrater, "and you can see 
it if you want to." 

This seemed satisfactory proof of tbe 
truth of the tale. At least no one 
questioned it, and tbe meeting adjourn­
ed. 

-------~---___ ~ __ .6~ __ ~ ________________ __ 
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