
VOL. XXll.-NO, 52 

A BROTHER editor got tired of translating the hast­
ily, carelessly manufactured hieroglyphics of a minis­
terial contributor, and finally in deepair, told his 
foreman to "go ahead and follow copy"-just as "she 
was wrote". This gibberish is the exact result, in 
part: "wE a$f HavL&g A GuDDe 11"-' () HeAR thuZ 
Wack cryeAD OAnn By bro? k'&$ $II" ?) y. Preigh 
FUR Ous thet Wea maiy Hoald eoutFAIthFOOL tUE' 
THe eand." And yet people wonder why so many 
religicus editors turn gray so early. 

I N YIEW of the "explanations" of heterodox state­
ments now so common, these thoughts of the H erald 
and Presbyter are most timely: "It will not do to de­
pend upon what errorists say as to their fal se teach­
ings. Of COUl'se they will Bay that they teach the 
truth. Even Satan insists that he is a benefactor and 
a friend to those whom he seeks to lead astray, but 
he is a liar and the father of liars. Satan will say in 
regard to any wrong thing, 'Ihere is nothing bad 
about it,' and he always chooses to play the part of 
an angel of light. We must know what God's word 
says about a doctrine or an 
action, and abide by it. 
The next best test is to 
know what evil men say 
about it, and then \to ex­
actly counter to their opin­
ions and counsels." 

'GENE FIELDS' type of 
little boy (always to live in 
American Literature) who 
"jeEs before Ohristmas is 

...all \toed as he kin be" is 
now kn().wn in many a 
bome. That's right, boys. 
Yon always want to be 
that good,-as do your 
elders,-but just now you 
have found it possible to 
realiz9 on your aspirations 
-for a consideration. 
That little boy of Mr. 
Field's is a great creation. 
We h~ard Miss Mary Field, 
his daughter, give a read­
ing the other night, be­
fore a packed house. She 
read everything well, but 
her reading and enacting 
of the various phases of 
natural little-boyhood are 
inimitable. One, especi­
ally, that set her hearers 
off into convulsions of 
laughter told of the boy 
"seeing things at night." 
His mother say8, "Good 
night, Willie, and takes 
away the light." Then the 
"things" begin operations: 
"All standing in a row, 
A looking at me craBs-eyed 
And pointing at me-so." 

MISS COLLINS the 20-year-old infidel lecturer who 
died at Boston under circumstaaces trp-gical, and not 
free from Bcandal, was buried at her Kentucky home, 
last Wednesday. God forgive tho£e who added new 
grief to the heart of the girl's Ohristian mother by 
their conduct at that burial! There was no Bible 
read, no song, no prayer, no hope. A Jewish free 
thinker spoke a few words of eulogy. That was all. 
The whole episode, the death and burial, has sent a 
ehudder throughout the land that the $1 00 per seat 
exponent of Infidelity-he of the bald head and more 
or less justified military title,-may have to talk 
against, much to his delight, for many months to 
coml'. 

PASSING ALONG a St. Louis street the other day, a 
strange "window display" caught the eye. Of all 
window displays it was the worst. The winuow be-
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longed to a Oatholic book seller. The "dieplIlY" was 
a wretchedly contrived picture of the Nativity, in 
cheapest daubs and plaster. The Snblime was forced 
into the ludicrous. Two huge oxen out of all propor­
tion to the figures of the Babe aud the family of 
Jo~eph, loll over the manger. A large uugainly lamb 
is in the forEground. The whole effect was one to 
offend the believer and cause amusemeut to the 
scoffer. No sacrilege was intended, but the result 
was perilously near it. Every canon of art, and of 
plain good taste was trampled upon. And, alas, not 
content with one such production (and that one, one 
too many), the same thing was repeated in the shop­
keeper's second window. 

THE FOLLOWING paragraph from the last Interior 
will be read with interest by Dr. Niccoli's hosts of 
friends here and elsewhere: "The most 'called' man 
in the church for the past third of a centnry is Dr. 
Niccolls of 8t. Louis. Nearly every first-class church 
in the East haa called or offered to call him; also 
within our knowledge, three theological seminaries-
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~~ 
The time draws near the birth of Ohrist . 

The moon is hid; the night is still; , 
The Ohristmas bells ffOm hill to hill 

Answer each other in the mist. 

FOllr voices of four hamlets round, 
From far and near, on mead and moor, 
Swell out and fall, as if a door 

Were sbut between me and the sound: 

Each voice four changes on the wind, 
That now dilate and now decrease, 
Peace and goodwill, good will and peace, 

Peace and goodwill to all mankind. 

This year I slept and woke with pain, 
I almost wish'd no more to wake, 
And that my hold on life would break 

Before I heard those bells again: 

But they my troubled spirit rule, 
For they controlled me when a boy; 
They bring me sorrow, touch'd with joy, 

The merry, merry bells of Yule. 
From I n Memoriam. 

but he has never found his work any nearer comple­
tion In St. Louis at any time in the past than it is 
now. His people have just finished a beautiful 
chapel, perfect in all its arrangements and facilitietr. 
It is located in the most attractive new residence por­
tion of the city, and probably next summer, a noble 
church t uilding capable of seating 1,600 will begin to 
rise beside the chapel. The perpetual freshness, 
vigor and devotion of the Doctor, and of his people, 
were never so manifest as now. There is to be no 
lack of watchmen in the great gate of the South west." 

REV. JOHN McNEIL, the Scotch Evangeliet, well 
known in this country, has lately been holding meet­
ings in Bradford, England, which attracted marked 
attention. It seems however that the Press of the 
city while lavish and minute in its reporting of all 
other local events during that time iave but scant 
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notice of these public religious services, which led 
Mr. McNeil to remark, in his characteristic style: "If 
I had come here to Eome Sunday society to lecture on 
the peculial"ity of the formation of the hind leg of a 
beetle, there weuld have been a full report, but Gos­
pel services that attracted some 8,000 'people on a 
Sunday to St. George's Hall were deemed scarcely 
wor thy of notice," 

IT IS stated that the Synod of Toronto hl\s con­
demned the teaching of Ian Maclaren as being prac­
tically subversive of the Ohristian faith. This is 
certainly a very grave indictment. The most objec­
tionable of his teachings, as far as they have coma 
before the public in print, are probably foun ll in his 
book "The Mind of the Master." He there Beems to 
have broken away from the true intent of the cross 
as mean!ng an objective, atonini offering for sin­
denying, _as he does, that it was a satisfaction to 
divine justi('e snd affirming that it "violates the pur­
pose of the Oross to set it in terms of justification 
audpropitiation," and apparently allowing it no other 

character as a divine reme­
dy than its "ethical set­
ting." To qnote the Bel­
fast Witness: "Atonement 
fits in with the tragic side 
of human sin. That tragic 
side Shakespeare saw clear­
ly, and even Burns, but 
easy-going Ian Maclaren 
sees it not." That writer's 
power of pathos and tender 
sentiment, his skill in the 
lines of fict ion, his success 
on the lecture platform­
all this is cordially ac­
knowledged; but fame ac­
ql1ired on such Jines can 
not be a reason for regard­
ing him an anthority on 
subjects entirely different. 
Now that the Bober second 
thought is cominl!"we dare 
say, the public will soon be 
ready to thinK with Dr. 
Ouyler, who some time ago 
advised him to slick to his 
novels and let theology 
alone. 

MAY IT be a very Merry 
Ohristmas and a vefy happy 
New Year for all. 

The Deserel N ell's, of Salt 
Lake Oity, Utah, is an 
organ of the Mormon 
church. The S emi-WeelJy, 
of November 24. th last, bas 
correspondence taken from 
the Belfast (Ireland) Neu's 
L eller. Charles Peterson, 
of Belfast, writes Han. W. 
J. McConnell, governor of 

Idaho, for his views of the latter day sainte, to which 
the governor replies, under date of August ]S Lh last. 
The governor in his first sentence Baye: "They rank 
among our best citizens." They are held up as 
model citizsns. He concludes with the follow ina 
sentence: "My (>xperience among them and my infor­
mation as to the workings of their church organiza­
tion have led me to believe that for practical Ohris­
tian results they have the best organization on 
earth." 

Is that Governor a truthlnl man? Shall such etate­
ments paes in silence? Not here. All are asked to 
read the article on Mormonism in our communicated 
department. 

"IINY TIM'S" Ohristmas toast bears yearly l"epiti~ 
tion-"God bless U8, l\Vel'y one," 

-
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AFTER THE A1AGNIFICAT. 

I, Mary. unto wbom the angel bore, 
That wondrous, moonlit nigh~ 
On wings of Iigbt, 

Message no mortal ever heard before, 
Waking me from the sleep 
Of maiden dreams, to weep 

And smile in startled wonder-could I know 
lt meant such woe? 

Blessed the angel called me. I am blestl 
Let no man dare to say 
I am not, who can lay 

My Holy Child's fair head upon my breast. 
He is mine own, mine own I 
Let my Iip~ make no moan 

While it is tbeirs his brow, his lips, to kiss, 
Like this- like this! 

And yet-and yet-at firht I did not knowl 
I was as others are, 
A cbild with life afar, 

A maiden dreaming in the dawn's young glow. 
And when tbe angel came, 
Calling me by my name, 

And told me what should be, I lifted up 
My bands and took the cupl 

Then came tbe slow, strange hours wben in me grew 
Sense of diviner things. 
My soul found wings, 

And from its nest on migbty pinions flew; 
Sang the exulting song 
That ages shall prolong-

Sang the Magnificat, and did not shrink 
From tbe flood's brinkl 

But nowl-O motbers, I have grown too wisel 
What say the prophets old 
In scriptures manilold? 

A dove that hatb no nest beneatb the skies­
A lamb to slaughter led-
A. king with uncrowned head-

A man acquaint with grief-who knowl 
All human woesl 

Despised-rejected-and that sharper word. 
Foreakenl-Let me be, 
Ye who would comfort mel 

That word strikes deeper than a t"'1o-edged sword. 
My little one, my cbild, 
Forgive me that I smiled 

When tbe proud Magi brought their gifts to thee 
On bended kneel 

Dost thou know what is coming? In tbine eyel, 
That seem to look afar, 
Wbere God's own secrets are, 

There grows a kindling wonder and surprise. 
Thou art my Holy One-
Yet though high heaven be won, 

I am thy motberl Smile upon me sweet, 
Here at thy feetl 

-Julia O. DoTl' , in Harper" Magazine. - .. 
CHRISTMAS HYMNS. 

It is in the hymns of the church that we find the 
best expression of the reverent and grateful joy of 
men for God's greatest lIift. Every aspect of the 
Scripture story has been beautifully treated by Bome 
of the finest hymn-makers of the ages. 

There ate hymns of the "Holy Night," beginning 
with that beautiful one of Henry Moh.r, which has 
been in use for three-quart~rs 01 a century. It is 
well matched by the later strains of T. T. Lynch, E. 
H. Plumptre, and Edward Bright, whoee verse a are 
more elaborate but not more moving. 

Much mora numerous are the varied echoes of the 
"Song of the Angels." Jeremy Taylor quaintly says 
that "Angels sang the first carol in the happy dawn, 
and having taught the infant church a hymn to put 
into ber offices forever, the bleesed choristers winged 
tbeir flight back to heaven." The story always cap­
t ivates the imagination, and men have wearied of 
telling how the shepherds, all Milton says, 

"By a choir 
Of squadroned angels hear his carol sung." 

One of the finest, certainly, of the hymns that de­
(cribe this angelic outburst of praise is Charles 
Wesley'S 

"Harkl the herald angels sing," 

which has been called the "best carol ever written." 
Bllt the two noble Ohristmas hymns of E. H. Sears 
and well wortby to rank with this as of the first order 
and some declare his hymn, 

" It came upon the midnight clear," 

tb e best Christmas song iu our lanlluage. The beau­
tiful chIldren'S hymn by Daan Farrar, 
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and John Julian and others have given us very noble 
hymns, which have placed the words of the celestial 
choir upon thousands oC lips every Christmas day. 

Then there are eongs of "The Star," Henry Klrke 
White's "Slar of .Bethlehem" which was a great fav­
orite with a former generation, but is now fallen into 
disuee. 

Everybody likes to sing Bishop Heber's "Brightest 
and best," and in ten thousand churchee this year 
they will be using that noble hymn of William Cuat­
terton Dix, 

"As with gladness men of old." 
Of the hymns that speak especially of the "D i vine 

Child," perhaps the leading favorite to-day is that 
hymn of Philippa Brooks, who never dreamed in 
writin~ it that it was for the church univeraal, 

"0 little town of Bethlehem, 
How still we see thee lie." 

Hans Christian Anderson has given us an exquieite 
little song of tbe "Ohild Jesus," and Bishop Word8-
worth, and Faber, and EJwal'd Caswall and others 
have added to the list. Bue perhaps none of their 

. hymns are sweeter and more poetic than this of 
Martin Luther'a: 

"Give heed, my heart, lift up thine eyes; 
Wbo is it in yon manger lies? 
Who is tbis Obild so young and fair?­
The blessed Christ-Child lieth there. 

Ab, dearest Jesus, holy Child, 
Make tbee a bed, solt, undefiled, 
Within my heart, that it may be 
A quiet cbamber kept for thee," 

Bot whatever the songB we sing at this glad season, 
it is well to remind ollrselves that the music Ollr 
L'Jrd best loves is that of lives that have caught his 
spirit of "good will." It were well for us to repeat 
every day of this festival time the couplet from the 
"Cherubic Pilgrim." 
"Though Christ a thousand times in Bethlehem be born 
If he's not born in thee thy soul is yet lorlorn." , 

-Set. .. -
THE AULD PASTOR'S DEATH. 

BY DUNCAN CAMERON. 

Bide awee mon, and let me tell ve 0' the death 0' 

auld Samuel Willson, na a meenister 0' Drumtochty 
or Oraigenputtoch, but o'oor ain dear land. Two 
generations 0' the wains 0' them that signed the Sol­
emn League and Oovenant in Gray Frairs kirk yard 
had passt away and they rested in the dust far fIre 
their forebears . The martyrs were na' mair leal to 
the Kirk and Covenants than were the sm3 body, 
aiblins saxty meenisters, caa'd tbe Scotch Covenan· 
tors. Come awa' back wi' me, mair than thirty years 
syne, when their chief coort, the synod, convened in 
New York. It was in the sad days 0' treason when 
ye did na ken in the morning that ye'd hae a Repub­
lic in the evenin~. As I gaed to the kirk where the 
synod met, a carnal cbiel wi me ca'ad to a cadclie 
wha gaug to tak notes and prent them in a paper 
ca'ad by the leal, The World, the Flesh, and the Dei'l. 
He ca'ad I say in a mainer that woold deceive aold 
Clootie hiseeI'. Come awa wi me hinnie, wi me to 
the kirk; the auld Cameronians are aboot to pass 
resolutions 0' sympathy wi South Oarolina. In a 
moment we were wi hilu at the kirk door. Auld 
Willson was leading in prayer. Mon, ye would hae 
thocht it was I!aiah, or rugged auld Micaiah skirling 
the judgments 0' Jehovah on the Ahabs and 
Jezebele 0' the modern world. He fairly stormed the 
great white throne, as he plead that He that bath 
hia way in the whirlwind and the storm, would cover 
the beeds 0' oor dear boys in the day 0' slaughter. 
He was nnco fameeliar wi the Laird that day, and 
reminded him did na He ken tba~ the enemies 0' oor 
dear land had sold a girl for wine, that they maun 
drink, and the poor for a pair 0' shoon. And then 
did na he fairly demand that He that poured the 
water frae the hollow 0' his hand should bring tbe 
winds and waves oor the privateers? I cOllld nl\ bot 
regard the caddie frae The World and the De'il. The 
meeserable Jebusite, fou' 0' beer and disgust ganll: 
hop, step and loup frae the kirk. Then wi the grim. 
ness 0' their forbears at Pentland Hille they rose and 
sang: 

"0 daughter thou 0' Babylon 
Near to destruction, 
Blest shall he be, tha~ thee rewards 
As thou to us hast done." 

"In the field with their flocks abiding," Vke a faithfu mither, the kirk warned the Repub-
is r,lso one of the finest, and well worthy of repetition lic 0' the wrath 0' God for her sins; yet when the sad 
'II" henever we celebrate this ssason. St. John of hoor came, as a true mither her heart was moved for 
D.lmaEcu8, who sang in Greek about twelve centuries the land that had gien the Scottish remnant a hame. 
IIj!Q, and John Oawood, and John .Byrom, and Nahum But years 0' teetimony bearing had ended and the 
Tde (ollce EOl!land's Laureate), and Horatiue Bonar I auld meenister maun dee. Oome awa wi me and see 
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his form so doylt and fey, and the auld wife wi the 
elders 0' the kirk sae dowie. They dinna greet and 
dool wi ble'rt and blearie, for are they na the bairns 
0' the Oameronians that lang 8yne focht for Chriet's 
crown and Oovenants at Drumclog and Airds Moss? 
The pecn 0' the auld dee'in meenister alone is heard 
in that awfu place. See that brent brow and that 
strange Scottish face, noo lit up wi a blink and noo 
clouded wi a dire, ye maun see here the ruling pas­
sion strang in death. The auld pastor wha had for 
forty years lifted up the standard 0' the truth, noo 
lay helple~s as a bairn in its milhers arros. In his 
delirium he fancies himself in the wee bi t white 
kirk, hhrd by the manse and gleebe. The eervices 0' 

the day is what we Scotch fauk ca' "the occasion", 
or the "great solemnity." He strecbes ou t his bands 
as tho to gie to the elders the sacred elements. 
Listen noo, and hear bim, "After the same manner 
a\so He took the cup." In fancy thae communicants 
are aboot to surround the table, for in a claar voice 
he announce3 the appropriate psalm, 

"Of aloes, myrrh and cassia 
A smell tby garments had 

Out of the ivory palaces 
Whereby they made' thee glad." 

Noo the Kirk as be fancies is aboot to skail, and he 
wi that dignity 0' the Scottish cler~y and which be­
comes them sae weel, pronounces the majestic apos­
tolic benediction. But the waefu croon 0 ' the auld 
wife tells that the great change has come, the auld 
meenister is dead. The auld elders, grim, gray and 
fevere, reverently bend over the white face 0' their 
pastor wi an eerie luik, and then they a did turn 
their faces to the wa, and wi smothered Bobs !:reeted 
as bairns torn frae their mithers arms. Hech, mon, 
to hear these auld men sae greet, the bairns 0' the 
Oamerons, Oargills, Renwick and Peden, auld Rod­
din grays, who had a their lives handden back a wee 
bit tear frae the een-een when their hearts were 
wbelmd wi grief. -

Bnt here is a face that sure did na have its origin i 
the land 0' cakes, the Kirk and Covenants. I'm 
tauld that it is that 0' the Congregational meenister 
0' a neighboring pariah, and 0 what a pure, clean, 
sweet face, like that the limners gie to John the be­
loved. He was dearly lo'ed by him who noo lies eo 
still in death. Ye ffiaun spier him in vain aboot the 
catechism, confession 0' faith, or the martyrs, but 
for a that, the auld meenister's heart warmed to the 
gentle, winsome dieciple, wha had na juist the sever­
ity 0' oor Scottish people. At his request, a bowed 
in prayer. A moment after, I could na gie a word 0' 

the prayer. It was as tho the Virgin had gien ye the 
blessed babe hard by the manger that ye maun haud 
him a meenet i yee arrms. It was as a p;lint 0' that 
far awa land, where peace shall be as a reever, and 
righteousness as the III aves 0' the sea. I seemt to be 
resting by the graves 0' oor forebears i the kirk yard 
in a gloamin. Gently 88 the mist lifts frae the rug­
ged brow 0' Ben. Lomond wrere we a wafted into the 
presence 0' Him wha sitteth upon tbe circle 0' the 
heavens. The honeet burr 0' oar Scottish tongues 
was for a time hushed-we were soothed by the Mft 
Sllthron tongoe 0' the gentle disciple aSlhe wi a voice 
maist chocked wi tears, murmorred sae kindly, 
"Peace I leave wi you, my peace I gie unto you, let 
not yer hairts be troubled, neither be ye afeard." 
Then we a arose to prepare for the sad wark afore 
us. 

"Wa' na that a braw prayer," said the tearfu auld 
wife. "Ou aye," said Donald McGregor, the chief 
elder 0' the kirk, "he's a guid budy," which was a 
douse remairk on the occasion, seein he was no juist 
0' oor kith and kin. 

The borial services were few and simple held at the 
manse. John the beloved, tbe winsome freend 0' the 
auld pastor, could na be trusted wi the service, no 
bein 0' oor faith, but sat wi the widow bowed in deep 
sorrow. Ain 0' oor witnessing meenisters had been 
brot wha prayed as na doot auld Hackatoll did when 
the handa 0' his martyred son were brot to h im i the 
prison. Wi a voice like that 0' R~nwick on the scal­
fold he read eic wards as, "And I saw a great while 
throne and Him that-sat on it frae whose face the 
earth and the hevens fled awa and there was found 
no place lor them." Then there was sung a pairt 0' 

the ninetieth psalm, its wierd rhythmic musi c gent· 
ly blending wi the occasion as the wind chorda wi the 
awfu voices 0' the deep, and on the higher notes ye 
maun ~eem to hear the gran mairch 0' the giants in 
the Highlands. We maun seem to hear the voice 0' 

a great people i the far awa past, as theae lads and 
lasses, auld elders and a wi tears i their voices akirld 
the Bad wail 0' oor race: 

"Three score and ten years do sum up 
Oor days and years we see 

And if by reason 0' mair strenght 
In some four Bcore they be, 
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"Yet doth the strenght 0' sic auld men 
But grief and labor prove, 

For it is soon cut olf and we 
Fly hence:and soon remove." 

Though a' had psalm buiks and kend unco weel the 
wardp, yet it maun be a' lined oot on preenciple. 
And noo i the wee bit kirkyard was the auld meenis­
ter laid awa to rise at the great day wi' hiB forebean, 
wha did na fight a braw'er battle than he, when they 
fa'ad at Rullion Greene, Nilhdale and Galloway. 

.... 
THE .sE~MON. 

Rev. John McIlven of Ireland, thus specifies in tbe 
B elfast Witn ess a few things whicb be tbinks sbould 
be prominent in all preaching: 

1. There ehould be the doctrine of the sinn'lr's 
justification before God through simple faith in the 
Lord Jesus Christ. This is the doctrine which stands 
out so prominently in all Paul's epistles especially in 
his epistles to the Romans and Galatians. This is 
the doctrine wbich for ages was lost by tbe church 
until Luther re-diEcovered it. and Eet it forth with 
such fulness and power at the ·Reformation. 

2. There should be the doctrine of regeneration by 
the Holy Spirit, and of conversion as the outward 
evidence of the inward change. It is necessary to 
proclaim the necessity for a new nature and a new 
walk ; and to declare that there is no such thing as 
justification unaccompanied with sanctification: 

3. alongside these two must stand the doctrine of 
human depravity-that buman nature is corrupt, 
that the heart in ita natural state is alienated from 
God, tbat the mind, apart from the operations of 
grace, is enmity against God, and that the soul tbus 
fevered from God is unsatidied and unbappy. 

4. The sermon should contain plaiu aud pointed 
statements about sin and duty. Our sermons ought 
to be like the Apostolic epistles. TheEe name tbe 
sins of the people with awful directness, and urge the 
diecbllrge of duty with great particularity. This is 
the kind of preacbing which does good. It was this 
kind which did David good. He was never humbled 
and brought to ]'apentance till Nathan went to him, 
and, pointing his fingar straight at his face, said, 
"Thou art the man." 

5. The sermon should be full of Gospel truth 
stated in a clear and straightforward manner. Tbis, 
we believe, was what the Apostle lneant when he 
said, "My fJpeech and my preaching was not with en­
tiCing words of man's wisdom." The sermon should 
be so clear and direct as to be comprehensible to the 
children of the congregation; and the "sermonette," 
as it is called, specially addressed to them, should be 
unnecessary. We know that clearness is often taken 
for superfiCiality. There are some still of tbe opinion 
of the Scotch beadle, who remarked to his minister, 
"I like the sermons that jumble the judgment and 
confound the sense." Sermons of that kind are some­
times taken as being very profound, but those who 
think so are more in need of simple preaching than 
the children. 

6. Finally, sermons should embrace the whole 
circle of Bible truth. There is a temptation to preach 
only those truths which are in harmony with our 
own feeling~, or with the feelings of the people to 
whom we minister; tho~e most of all needed being 
wholly omitted. The result of this kind of preaching 
is a one-sided religion, or, in other words, a religion 
deformed and uninfluential for good. And not un­
frequently the consequence is a need for evangelistic 
efforts among those who have been trought up with­
in the bosom of the church. Such efforts are needed 
for those who have been reared outside the Christian 
fold, but that they should be required for those bap­
tised into tho membership of the church, and trained 
in professedly Chrietian families, is a reproach to the 
religion of the time. 

..... 
BETHLEHEM-TOWN. 

The place where the Saviour was born, is a matter 
of inspiration, as much so as the time when, or the 
way and manner of his mysterious birth. Bethle­
bem's ancient glory, as the birth-place of our blessed 
Saviour, will never be erased from memory'l! tablet. 
It stands on the page of inspired history, never to 
depart! No pollution of man can ever destroy the 
divine fact-King Jesus was born in Bethlehem 
town! 

It is the place of Divine P roph ecy, for the birth of 
the Saviour. The prophet Micah (5:2) thus beanti­
folly sings in his day, though hundreds oC years be­
fore the event itself-"And thou Bethlehem in the 
land of Juda art not the least among the princes of 
Juda; for out of thee shall come a governor that shall 

, Ie my peop!e Israel." 
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So wise men from tbe East believed, and Eaid, and 
acted. They came to Jerusalem. Herod the king is 
terrified aud alarmed. He quakes with fear, for the 
jubilant song is-"Where is He who is born Kmg of 
the Jews? for we have Eeen his star in the EBst, and 
are come to worship Him." 

But not in Jerusalem do they find the Saviour. 
They obey the voice of prophecy-they hasten to 
Bethlehem; "And when they came into the hoose, 
tbey saw the young child with Mary bis mother, and 
fell down and worshiped Him." 

Although his parents belonged to tha town of N~ z­
aretb, were living there, yet by a divine and unfor­
seen arran~ement, "the taxing of all the world by 
Augustus C813ar"-they leave the village of Naza­
retb, and go up to Bethlehem to have their names 
registered, because of a royal family; they b elonged 
to the house and lineage of David." Here another 
prophecy was fulfilled-ICHe is called a Nazarene." 
But fearin~ Herod's wrath, as this wicked king slew 
all the children of two years of age and under, they 
fear to remain in Bethlehem, or its viCinity, but fly 
by divine direction into E gypt, thus fulfilling another 
prophecy; "Out of Elrypt haye I called my Son." 
How minute, specific and particular are the words of 
prophecy I They stand forever-never to be de­
stroyed, except when fulfilled and reali zed in tbe per­
son of our Divine L~rd and Saviour, born in Bethle­
hem town. 

But it is a R oyal tOUln-the native city of a Great 
King greater than KinO( D<\vid, who was al~o born 
amid the beautiful hills, and the enrap turing scenery 
that cluster around its rocky foundation. Here 
David lived, the youngest Bon of J esse's rod; and 
when a ruddy lad, leading forth his fa ther 's flock to 
the green hill-sides of this romantic home, where he 
killed the lion and the bear, and alterwsrds sle w 
Goliath the heathen king, and conquered all of 
Israel's foes, su bdtled all Caoalln-so a greater than 
King David, wno conquers the world and subdues all 
enemies, eveu the monarch death himself; this 
mighty One comes forth "a babe," clothed in swad­
dling bands"-even He, the K ing of Glery, comes 
forth from this humble village-this mean Bethle­
hem town! How God's ways differ from the ways of 
manl Eorn not in Rome, the eeat of power-not in 
Greece, the seat of learning, not even at Jerusalem, 
the seat of morality , but in Bethlebem town; a mean 
village; and yet the most honored of all localities­
the birth-place of the Divine Redeemerl "Thou art 
the King of Glory, 0 Christ." To Thy kingdom no 
end! 

The traveler may complain to-day of the unsightly 
cbaracter oC the street~; or thA sluggish, dull snd im­
moral lives of those who there dwell; yet the far­
famed glory of this sacred town of prophetic glory 
and of divine import .hall never depart. The sacred 
power of the Angelic song to the pious Shepherds 
WIll never be ceased; "To you is born this da y , in the 
Ci ty of David, a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord." 
The sweet notes of this Angelic song will be heard 
for ever! They are divine, inspired, eternal and will 
endure in the history of thtl church as long as time 
shallisst; and are as lasting as the rocky cavern in 
Bethlehem's town, that contained the holy mangtr 
of the babe Jesus! This ecstatic song, sung on Beth­
lehem's plain, by all Angelic choir, is the song of 
songs; and its true power to proclaim this eternal 
truth, "Chri; t was born in B tth lehem.," this power and 
this fact will never depart from the histories of the 
world !-Rev. Dr. II assler, in R efor med Church Jf ea-
8engei·. ..... 

SELF-IMPO~T ANCE. 

BY BEV. C. H. W Kl'UERBEE. 

The great trouble with some people is, they have 
an overplus of self-importance. They have the idea 
that unless they can manage the affairs of the village 
in which they live the best interests of the people 
will materially suffer. They think that they must be 
consulted about every movement tpat is to be made, 
every reform that is to be inaogurated, every enter­
prise that is to be instituted aud every l>roject that 
needs pushing. If they cannot bave first place in 
the counsels connected with tbese and other things, 
tben they prophesy a dead failure to whatever of con­
sequence is undertaken. And, alas, tbere are a few 
of such people in the churches. 'Ihey fancy that the 
cause will seriously weaken unless they have a fore­
most hand in directing the affairs of the church, 
preacher and all. What a mighty weight of responsi­
bility rests upon their important shoulders! A writer 
in Th e Cln'istian says: "One man, when asked how he 
was prospering, replied that he had been get ling 
along well since he got throogh undertaking to man­
age the world. There is !Dany a man to-day who, 
kloking upon the broad universe, feems almost ready 
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to say, 'I bear up the pillars thereof,' and who thinks 
tbat nothing can be said right unless he says it, or 
done right unless he does it, and who, consequently, 
devotes his time and ener~y to pushing to tbe front, 
seeking and holding office and position, and Keeping 
everybody else in the background. as far as possible; 
who would be utterly astonished if he knew of how 
little consequence be is in the great plans and pur­
poses of divine Providence. 

"Many such a man is prominent because be will 
make himself prominent." Very true. And the 
worst of it, in too many instances is, such ones are 
lacking iu moral qualities to the extent of making them 
altogetber unfit for the prominence which tbey as­
mme. They are 1\ positive curse to the cause and 
hence ought to be somehow retired to tbe rear, or 
rather gotten clear outside of a church or Suuday­
school, or both. But it is often difIicult to do this. 
Such ones must be endured as a part of our thorny 
affl ictions. . -

P~ECIOlJS BLOOD OF CHR.IST. 

BY RE'·. J. H . BRCOK ES, D , D. 

First, without it is no atonement. The central 
truth of Old Testament revelation is f\lund in the 
statement, "It is the blood that maketh an atone­
ment for the soul." Lev. 17:2. The blood sheltered 
God's people, Ex. 12:13; the blood of the burnt ofrer­
ing, Lev. 1:5; t he blood of the peace ollering, Lev. 
3:2; the blood of the sin offer ing, Lev. 4:6; the blood 
of the tJ'e~pa59 cfi crinll, Lev. 7:2, spoke of acceptable 
sacrifice; and the blood spriuklad on the mercy seat 
told of atonement, L'3v. 16:15. 

Secon(l, witbout it is no remission. The central 
truth oC New Testament revelation is contained in 
the words, "Without shedding of blood is no re­
mission," Heb. !J :22. Our Lord Jesns Christ meant 
what He saiil, and said what He meant, as He ex­
claimed at the laet supper, "This is my blood of the 
New Testament, which is !!hed for many for the re­
mission of sins." Matt. 26:~8. 

Third, wilhout it is no peace with God. Tbe con­
demued sinner is not in a condition to make, but 
only to accept, the peace which God o ff~ r s, "Having 
made peace through the blood of His crosB," Col ,l :20; 
for "the blood of Jesus ChrIst His Son cleanseth us 
from all Sin," ) Jno. 1:7. 

Four th, without i t is no jus tification. "Being now 
justified by His blood, we shall be saved from wrath 
through Him," Rom. 5:9; "Whom God ba~h set forth 
to be a propitiation (translated mercy seat III Heb, 9:5) 
throngh faith in His blood," Rom. 3:25. 

Fifth without it is no sanctification. "Whel~'-?re 
Jesus aiso that ae might sanctify the people WIth 
His own 'blood suffered without the gate." Heb. 
13:12. Hence t6e ascription of praise "unto Him 
that loveth ue, and washed (or loosed) us from our 
sins in His own blood," R ev. 1.5. 

Sixth, without it tbere is no near~ess to God. 
"Now in Christ Jesu~, ye who someltmes were far 
off ar~ made nigh by the blood of Christ," EpL. 2:13; 
and "having therefore, brethren, boldness to enter 
into the holiest by the blood of Jesus," !:lebo 10:1!J. 

Seventh, witbout it is no red.emption. "In w~om 
we have redemption through HIS .blood, th~ forglv~; 
ness of ains iccording to the lIches of HIS grace, 
Eph. 1:7. The saints who are in heav!ln know how 
tbey got there, and we find them saylDg unto the 
Lamb "Thou wast slain, and hast redeemed us to 
God by thy blood," Rev. 5:9. . 

Much more than this is set forth about the precIOus 
blood of Christ in the inspired and inerrant Word of 
God' and every text everYWhere, shows us tbat the 
Gospel does not brinll us a work to do, but a word to 
believe about a work already done. 

St. L ouis. 

-----.... -------
CH~ISTMAS GUESTS. 

The quiet dllY in winter beauty c~oses; . 
And sunset clouds are tinged With cnmson dye, 

As it the blushes of our faded roses . 
Came back to tint the sombre Chrlstrnll9 sky. 

We sit lind watch the twili ght darken ~l0Y'ly; 
Dics the last gleam upon t.be lone 11Illslde; 

And in the stillness growing ~eep l!-nd hoi r, 
Our Christmas guests come m thiS eventIde. 

They enter softly' some with baby faces, . 
Whose sweet bl'ue eyes have scarcely looked ou life: 

We bid them welcome to ther vac~nt places; . 
They won tbe peace, and ne\'er ... new the strife. 

A nd some with steadfast glances meet us gravely. 
Their hands point backWllrd to the pllths they trod; 

Dear ones, we know how lOllg ye struggled bravely, 
And died upon the battlc-fi~ld of God. 

And some lire bere whose paiient Eoule ~ere. riven 
By our hard words aud looks of cold dl~dalD; 

Ah, loving hearts, to speak: of wrong fC?rglVen 
Ye come to visit our dark world agaInl 

But one there is , more kind than any ot~er, . 
Whose presence fills the silent. house With light; 

The Prince of Peace, oor grllcious Elder br~ther , 
Comes to his birthday feast with os to·mght. 

Thou wbo wast. b()rn and cradted in a manger. 
Hast gladden ed our Door earth with hope and rest., 

o !Jest bel oyed come not 119 a stranger, 
But tarrv Lord, QUI' friend alld Chris~mas guest. 

- , _Good Wcrd,. 
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fiansas Department. 

SAJJf UEL B. FLEMING, D.D., 

(PHlnJ Correspondent, Wichita, Kan, 

l\OTES BY THE WAY. 

EY S.ll. F. 

"Glory to God in the highest and on 
earth peace and good will to men." 

The recurrence of thl! glad "Christmas 
time" brings with it much of cheer and 
much that should suggest solemn thought. 
While we associate this time with the ad· 
vent of the 80n of God to this sin-cur, ed 
earth, and that event was the occasiou of 
the sweetest strains that ever came Irom 
angeli' choirs; yet it should be remembered 
that what makes Ohristmas so sacred was 
the fnct tha~ the prince 01 peace came to be 
the Saviour 01 men. The object of his mis­
sion was to bring great and unspeakable 
blessings to our lost race. He came not 
simply to make angel ~ glad and to cause 
heaven to rejoice, but primarily, his mis­
sion was to "seek and save the lost." To 
bring the richest benefits and blessings to 
those who were saddened and ruined by sin 
and in need of snbstantial help. The "gift 
of God's love," in the person and work of 
Jesus Christ, was the one great boon with­
out Which our race must have "perished." 
It was a gift which brought with it needed, 
permanent and sonl-enriching benefi B. A 
gift which secured the highest well being of 
those accepting it COJ: time and eternity. 

In all our "Christmas joy" this thought 
should be uppermost-shall our gift-be$tow­
ing have in it the same lofty motive that 
characterized the giving or "God's only 
begotten son?" While joy and gladness 
may and does come to the giver-shall the 
gift itself, be one tbat has reference to the 
permanent good of the recipient? Shall we 
seek, in all which we bestow, to bring a 
lasting benefit to those wbo are to be the 
objects of our bouuty? Anything ~hich 
falls short of this is not the "Ohristmas 
ideal." Nor is it the highest illeal, simply 
to bestow our gifts upon tbose whom we 
love and who, perhaps, could well get along 
without a donation from us, It is more 
Christ.-like to take into our thoughts and 
hearts those who are "poor and needy;" 
those into whose lives have come the sharp 
and bitter disappointments 01 this un­
friendly world; those who, perchance, may 
have tall en into the hands of wicked and 
cruel oppreSSions, through that spirit which 
is worldly and avaricious and forever more 
un-Christ-like; those Who may have been 
bereft ot the staff and support of life, 
widows and orphans upon whom have come 
sad bereavement and sadder poverty. To 
"remem ber tbe fatherless and widows in 
their aill iction" and to "hear the cry of the 
poor" is to get something of the spirit 01 
the Lord Jesue into these low and earthly 
lives of ours. Anything short of this ie 
unworthy of the spirit which makes the 
Christmas time a possibility. Would we 
know something of the real meaning of 
Ollristmas joy, let us give that which will 
bring substantial help and permanent bles­
sing to those who are in deep and dire 
need. 

to the necessities 01 the hour, eo far as 
Home Missions is concerned, there mu~t be 
ignominious retreat on the vanguards of 
the church. Already has the "nole of re­
trellt" been sounded by the Board itself, in 
the recent order issued from headquarters, 
tbat no new contracts are to be made to 
extend beyond the present fiscal yeu. It 
will at once be seen that it is next to im­
possible to secure men to go out upon the 
frontier, lor such a short time, with no cer­
tainties as to the future. The expense in­
cident to removal and the uncertainties as 
to the fuLure deter wise and thoughtlul 
men from undertaking the self-denial and 
hardShip of frontier lite, which at best, is 
sufficiently trying, it it is to be understood 
that it is very dOUBtful whether the great 
church is going to stand behind them in 
this arduous work for the Master and for 
the country. The result is as sure, as that 
the sun rises and sets, that church doors 
must be closed; destitute regionslelt with­
ont the Gospel, so far as otlr church is con­
cerned, aud many noble and honored mis­
sionaries, with their helpless families, lett 
to drift and in many cases to suffer. Will 
the Presbyterian church persist iu with­
holding its gi lts Irom the treasury of the 
Board of Home Missions until these things 
are realized? There is no middle ground­
already the battered, bleeding and ''jor­
sak'n" home missionaries are "falling 
back" and many helpless flocks are left to 
the ,·tender mercies" of the "wolt" and the 
"wild boars of the wood." Shall not this 
"Ohri$tmas time," with all its cheer and 
hope, arouse the church of God? Sball 
there not be such a remembering of Christ 
and his cause, with our wbstantiai gi,ft$, 
during these passing holidays that "a new 
song of joy" shall ring forth from both the 
Home and Foreign Mission headquarters 
that the treasurie! are full, that the "watch­
word" is "forward" instead of "backward," 
and that God is glorified by a consecrated 
and willing church meeting the exigencies 
of the hour? --

KANSAS ITEMS_ 

OSWEGO COLLEGE. - Oswego College for 
yonng ladies, iu the midst of the hard 
times, has had a most successful fall term. 
Not only bas it enrolled a large number of 
students, both boarders and day pupils, hut 
it has surrounded tbem WIth such comforts 
and conveniences that universal satisfaction 
has been given and appliclltions are being 
received for rooms. The high standard of 
class-room work, which has been a feature 
of the institution, has been maintained. A 
most efficient faculty is in charge and every 
department is well equipped. Dr. Reaser, 
our presiden t, has shown special q oalifica­
tions for his work, He has rare ability to 
govern as well as teach. We most heartily 
endorse the work done in this institution.­
Jolin Elliott, Bec'V. Board of Tru$tees. 

KANSAS CITY, KAs.-The Central Presby­
terian church is enjoying an unusual de­
gree of prosperity. A series of evangelistic 
meetings bas recently closed. The pastor, 
Rev. O. C. Armstrong, was assisted by Rev. 
H. H. Sbawhan. A deep relillious interest 
pervaded the entire community. As a re­
sult, thirty-three persons publicly confessed 
Christ. This church is in the midst of a 
denee population and has an unusually 
good prospect for future growth and use­
fulness. It greatly need! enlarged facilities 
in the way of a new church buildiug. Mr. 
Armstrong is untiring in his labors and 
God is greatly blessing him and his flock.­
T.B. 

LlNCOLN.-Rev • .P. S. Davies ot Borling­
ton, is visiting this field with a view to per­
manent settlement.-B. B. F. 

WIOHITA, lat.-Meetings are still in pro­
gress in this ohurch, conducted by the pas­
tor, Rev. O. E. Bradt, Many are inquiring 
the way of lile and there will be graUfying 
accessions to the church:-S. B. F. 

No more timely "Ohri$tma$ gift" can be 
bestowed by those who love the Lord Jesus 
Christ and who have a new and an eternal 
hope because of God'3 grea/tlt and be$t of 
gifts than to remember the priceless boon 
of tile Gospel and to send it to those who 
ha'/e it not. The great agencies established 
by our owu beloved churcb, namely, the 
Boanls of B OlVe and Foreign Missions, 
whose object is to bring this Gospel to those 
who need it in our own land and to those 
wbo are perisbing without it in foreign 
land~, are crippled Bnd languishing iu tbeir ENDSAVOR AND BETHEL.-Rev. T. F. Bar­
work becauee of empty treasurie!. The rier is now engaged in evangelistic services 
M:tslllT hM need of a consecrated gift from in these churches, assisted by Rev. C. E. 
you. The cries of millions of perishlDg Kalb. These meetings have just begun. 
ones are ascending into the ears of the Lord We hope for great bles,ings to come to 
God be,cau se the "redeemed of the Lord" these churches.-B. B. F. 
have not, like their great Saviour, remem RUSsEL.-Sabbsth, Dec. 13th, was spent 
bered the lost and perishing ones with by the synodical missionary at til is point 
"their gifta." To say nothing 01 tbe "be- and Hays City. Rev. S. S. Wallon has 
nighted millions cf the human family be- beeu here lor several years as supply of 
yond tile seas "wbo must incvitably perish this church and has done a thorough and 
without t he G o~pel, it is absolutely certnin subHtantial work. The town of Russel is 
that, if tbe Presbyterian church of t be I far out on the Iron tier and bas Buffered 
United Slatee oi ADlericn does nOL awaken . much loss by reason of drouth and crop 

failures and consequent 108! of population 
and yet it is seldom that we find a more 
thorough aDd loyal band of Presbyterians 
than we do here. Brother Wallen and his 
estimable wi re are in favor with, not only 
their own people, but with the whole com­
munity. He is a strong preacher and an 
excellent pastor, and is a conspicuous ilIus­
ttation of what good and true men can do 
in our frontier communities.-B. B. F. 

8ALINA.-Rev. Dr. Foulkes, pastor of 
this church, has been assisted during the 
past week in evangelistic services by Rev. 
S. L. Allison of Holton. Communion ser­
vices were held Dec. 13th, but results are 
not known at this writing.-B. B. F. 

OSXALOOsA.-The capital of Jefferson 
Oounty has an elevated site, two railroads, 
good court house, public school building, a 
number of churches and some handsome 
private residences. Presbyterianism is 
well established and under pastor Reynolds 
is steadily advancing. The young people 
are well represented at the Sabbath even­
ing services. Princet.on, Emporia and 
Washburn colleges have students wbose 
training were formerly in this church. 
One yotIng man has the ministry in view. 
Last winter's revivals contributed toward 
these results.-S. T. M. 

PARKER.-For a few months the church 
here was snpplied by Rev. E. S. Freeser in 
connection with Pleasanton. Nine united 
with the church on profession and certifi­
cate. The Christian Endeavor Society was 
organized and grew to 35 members. The 
Ladies' Aid Society was lormed and the 
Sabbath-school enrollment reached forty­
five with Mrs. 1. C. Mnllins superintendent. 
At present this church we understand is 
without a minister. If a suitable grouping 
could be effected, and an adequate support 
provided for, much good might be effected. 
-B.T.H. 

PAoLA.-Here we met an old friend, Rev. 
E_ T. Nugent, who has lately moved to this 
city. He comes well recommelJded and 
offers to engage in evangelistic work where 
his services may be in demand. At one 
time he was the synodical evangelist in 
Illinois and later on served as evangelist 
and superintendent of Home Missions in 
the Presbytery of Black Hills. Rev. Cooper 
pastor of our church here is pushing the 
good work with his accustomed energy.­
S, T.M. 

OSAGE CITY.-The late resignation of Rev. 
Cunningham leaves a good church vacant 
at this important point. The membership 
is large, building new and firat-class. and 
the field is large and hopeful. The pulpit 
may be supplied from time to time until 
more permanent arrangement can be effect­
ed.-S. T. M. 

EMPoRIA.-Here is one of the finest cities 
in the State of Kansas. Its splecdid edu · 
cational advantage, elegant churches and 
intelligent population, give it a first-class 
repntation. The State Normal with ile 
large enrollment and able faculty, political 
building and elaborate eqUipment, has 
grown to be a mamoth instItution. The 
Synodical college, with its beautiful grounds 
and massive building, its able facultyaud 
high curriculnm oilers splendid induce­
ments to all who desire a classical educa­
tion. The present roll of students in the 
college classes was never so large in the his­
tory of the institution. The debt is lighter 
by $10,000 than it was one year ago. The 
current expenses however, are pressing 
hard. At present there are about twenty­
five young men studying for t.he ministry. 
The statistics along this line show that the 
8ynod of Kansas works fifth among aU the 
synods of the country, a result to be attrib­
uted in part to Emporia College.-The 
First cburch is poshing the new building 
on toward completion; when finished, it 
will excel anything of the kind in the 
State. The walls are mapine, the architec­
tDle first· class and the entire eq-.ipment 
will be in harmony. Dr. Sauberer is un­
tiring in his efforts to advance the spiritual 
interests of his people. The next meeting 
of Synod will be held in this large and 
beautiful church.-The Arrundal Ave. 
church is maintaining its relative position 
under its new pastor, Rev. Morley. He 
devotes a portion of his time to college 
work. The congregation consists of a large 
number of young people.-B. T. M. 

HUMllOLDT.-Sence Rev. B. C. McQueston, 
Jr .. assumed charge of this church last 
April, sixteen persons have united twelve 
on confes~ion and four by certificate. The 
Christian Endeavor Society is doing a re­
markable work and the mid-week prayer-
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meeting is very good. Pastor and people 
are united and the good work goes on.-S. 
T.M. 

CHANuTE.-One 01 the railroad towns of 
Southeastern Kansas aud located in the 
rich and productive valley of the Neosho. 
Good railroad facilities and an active busy 
little city of about five thousand people_ 
Rev. Mr. Templeton is beld in high esteem as 
the pastor of the First Presbyterian church. 
Not only in the city, but also in the couu­
try; he expounds the word. Might not 
more of our ministers go out into tbe re­
gions beyond and sow the good seed. The 
membership of this church steadily in­
crease, and it3 influencs is lelt in aU the 
commnnity.-B. T. M. 

CARLYLE.-This church is the oldest of all 
our Presbyterian churches south of the 
Kansas river. It is now under the care of 
Rev. E. W. Beeson. Progressive '!Vork is 
slower in the addition of membership and 
the large attendance or public worship and 
the interest taken in tile Sabbath-school. 
It is one of the finest country charges in 
southellstern Kansas, though it is the old­
est on the Est.-S. T. M. 

PABSoNs.-Rev. O. E. Bart believes iu 
having the men more interested in church 
work, and for this purpose has just orgau­
ized a "Presbyterian brotherbood." It is 
proving to be very helpful in securing the 
attendance of men at the Sabbath services. 
The local finances of his church are in good 
condition. He has a "revi .. ed edition of the 
choir" composed of about 70 young persons. 
All lines of church work well represented. 
A short visit to the home of Rev. F. R. 
Morlon was much enjoyed; though not in 
the active service on account of in paired 
health, his hearts desire is that Zion may 
prosper.-B. T. M. 

<!:ommunkateb. 

THE PLACe OF THE NEGRO IN THE 
MISSION OF AMERICA. 

BY REV. O. B. ALLEN. 

The negro of America occupies a place 
In the providential mission of America as 
respects the Christianization of tbe world. 
No treatise on the Americau problem can 
be written that does not conSIder the negro 
question. He is here in large numbers 
making up one-eighth of the popUlation, 
What shall be done with him? is the ques­
tion. 

He is here providentially, and Lhe hand 
of Providence can clearly be seen in his 
history from James River 1619 to Emanci­
pation 1863. He has been here from the 
beginning and bas had a place in the de­
veloping and preservation of the laud. He 
suffered, bled and died for her, and no 
small part of her history has been affected 
by the negro. He is not a foreig::lerj he is 
truly American. It bas been said " 70U 
can Christianize bim, hut he will not malte 
a good American citizen." But I believe 
that it he be a Christiau he is already the 
most staunch and sturdy American. But 
let him remain unchristian and he is one of 
the most dangerous foes to political, moral 
and religious progress. America must con­
tinue the work of Ohristianizing the negro, 
because America must become Chriatian in 
order to carry forward her mission to the 
ends of the world. 

And i! it incredible that here is to be 
found the solution of the problem, how to 
heal the open sore of Africa? Is it not pos­
sible that the negro can better reach the 
heart of Africa than the white man? Not 
tbat missionary work in Africa has failed. 
But would it not go forward at a greater 
pace when the negro of America is fitted 
and awakened to this great work? I believe 
that Alrica and the world waits tinLii the 
negro in America haa been lifted and en­
lightened by the power of Christianity. 
The American negro saved by the Gospel 
and saved for a higber life is the fulfi llment 
ot the prophecy, "Ethiopia shall soon 
stretch forth her hands unto God." 

The negro problem is then the Christian i­
zation of the negro. And this work is 
pbysical, intellec\ual and spiritual-touch­
ing his body. mind and soul. It may be 
asked whether he is not already under 
Ohristian influence. It is true that two 
deoominations claim two and three qoarter 
million members-Bs good if not a better 
statistical showing than tbe white popllla­
tlon makes. Bllt it does not mean as much. 
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For in the face of these statislica is the aw­
ful fact that the negro is the mos~ ignorant, 
immoral and criminal element of our popu­
lation. A. visit to our penal institutions 
will tend to confirm this stalement. So 
that while it may be said that the negro is 
under a kind of Christian influence-yet it 
is not the Gospel kind of Christianity. 

The Christianity of the Gospels is the 
need of the negro. and that Christianity 
threefold in its operation, affecting fhe 
bodies, minds and souls of men. The phy­
Ilical side of the problem has but lately re­
ceived much attention. Yet it is most ser­
ious. It bas lately been shown that in the 
congested centers of population at the 
South, the death rate is quite double that 
of the white. He seema to be susceptible to 
certain diseases which carry him away 
with awful rapidity. But it is also shown 
that the remedy is right at hllud in belter 
medical attention, better and more sanitary 
living conditions, and better and more nu­
tritious foods. A.s for hospitals and nursing 
they lire scarcely known for the negroes of 
the South. And as for the homes, the sani­
tary conditions could not be much worse, 
where often ten or twelve persons are 
crowded into one or two small rooms slIch 
as 'hey are. Of course there are exceptions 
but tbey only emphasize the need and 
pOint out the rpmedy. 

The intellectual side of the problem 
emerges when we consider the awful 
amount of ignorance that is disclosed as 
we scan the statistics of work among them. 
For example, in Mississippi, when the edu­
cational qualification tor franchise went 
into efiect, while the white vote was reduc­
ed by a per cent. that should demand at­
tention, the colored vote was reduced at an 
alarming rate. Many ministers of the Gas· 
pel can barely relld their 'exts. And the 
conditions are such in many places that 
there are no schools at all. While in some 
places where there aTe no Protestant 
parochial schools, the Catholics are taking 
ad vantage of the fact. That they are snper­
stitions goes without saying and this super­
stition can ouly flee from the presence of 
enlightenment. In many, many places 
there is nothing like a Sunday-school be­
caUEe of a superstitious dread of what is 
callHI "book-religion," as opposed to 
"heart-felt religion." And such laws as 
Mis8is~ippi and South Carolina have already 
adopted. and Loui~iana is considering, re­
quire that ttl' ,rts in this direction be not 
given up but increased. And we are glad 
to notice that a law in Florida, which 
would have greatly crippled educational 
work there. has been proneunced unconsti­
tutional. 

The problem is spiritual and moral. I 
say spiritual and moral because there can 
be no morals without a religiouB basis and 
no religion without an issue in moral living, 
Tbe negro needs the Gospel plain and sim­
ple, unmixed with the superstitions and 
traditiolls of his fathers. He needs to be 
taught that religion is not a leeling but a 
life, and he needs to see that life lived by 
his spiritual leaders. The immoralities and 
crimes bnt emphasize the need of the kind 
of teaching. And no church is better fitted 
to do this work than our own. The negro 
needs nothing as he needs the staunch and 
sturdy teaching of Presbyterianism. And 
observation leads us to say that no ch urch 
labors among th'3 Freedmen with more 
glorious results than our own. 

This is the sore spot on this fair land of 
ours. And this sore must be healed in or­
der that America may answer the challenge 
of heatbendom and christianize the world. 
Let the work go on along these three lines 
of practical Christianity and the brightest 
anticipations and greatest blessings will be 
real ized tor our country and the world. 
And this work,like charity, should begin at 
home. 

St. Louis, Mo. .... 
IS l'rlORMONISl'l HOSTILE TO 

AMERICAN IDEAS? 

BY A. R. 1I. 

Mormonism is not essentially a religion. 
It is an avowed theocratic kingdom. Ac­
cording to their standard works (Key ;0 
Theology) they claim for their leader that 
De God's vice-gerent, and is above all law. 
He "holds the keys of the revelation of the 
Oracle, at God to men upon the earth, the 
pO'll'pr and right to give laws and com­
mandments to individuals, churches, rulere 
nations, and the world; to appoint, ordain 
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and establish constitutions and kingdoms; 
to appoint kings, presidents, governors or 
judges, and to ordain or anoint them to 
their several holy c!lllings, also to instruct, 
w~rn or reprove them by the word of the 
Lord." 

And those under him ordained by him to 
"the priest,hood and ap03tleship after the 
order of the sons of God are his representa­
tives or embassadors to mankind. To re­
ceive them, to obey their instructions, to 
feed, clothe or aid them is counted the 
same in the final judgment as if all had 
been done to the Son of God in person. 
On the other hand to rl'ject them or their 
testimony or message, aT the Word of God 
through them, in any matter, IS counted 
the sama as if done to Jesus Christ in His 
own person. Indeed, such embassadors 
will be the final judges of the persons, 
rulprs, cities, or na tions to whom they are 
sent. And all merely human, religious or 
political institutions, all republics, states, 
kingdoms, empires, must be dissolved, 
etc." 

I, not this theocracy of power thus 
taught hostile to American ideas? Can 
any man who takes the oaths in the En­
dowment House be a good citizen of the 
United States? Witnesses swore in the 
court ot Salt Lake City that they were re­
quired to take oath that they wouln obey 
implicity the commands of the church Drat 
and in opposition to the United States gov­
ernment. That they were reqnired to 
swear that they would avenge the deaths of 
their prophets and would so teach their 
cnUdren to the third and fourth generation. 
Direful were the penalties to be inflicted if 
ever they revealed any of these secrets­
disem bowelment, throat·cutl.ing, etc., 
would be their lot. Strange and revolting 
stories of these ceremonies have been told 
by those who have renounced Mormon­
ism. 

Have not the Mormons for years past 
treated our government as if it were a 
"hostile power?" Did they not, a few 
years since, haul down the flag that loyal 
citizens unfurled at Salt Lake Oity on July 
4th? In another city the authorities refus­
ed to allow the flag to be Iun up on July 
{th, but on the 24Lh, the anniversary of 
their entrance to the valley, they unfurled 
it and listened to their orators as they pic­
tured in glowing colors the ultimate con­
quest of "the kingdom" over our republic, 
and rejoiced that then the 4th would be 
forgotten and the 24th would in its place be 
a national holiday I 

Bishop Lunt of the Mormon church, said 
not many years ago, "We look forward 
with perfect confidence to the day when 
we will hold the reins of the United States 
government. That is our present temporal 
aim; after that we expect to control the 
continent. * * Our vote is solid and will 
remain so. It will be thrown where the 
most good will be accomplished for the 
church. Then in some great political crisis 
the two present political parties will bid for 
our support. Utah will then he admitted 
as a polygamous state, and the territories 
we have peacefully subj ugated will be ad­
mitted also, We will then hold the bal/mce 
of power, and will dictate to the country." 

There is a power here, for the Mormon 
vote numbers now about 70,000 and about 
4.000 young men coming of voting age an­
nually. Dr. Strong says, "The Mormon 
delegate to congress who carries 100,000 
votes in one hand and millions of corrup­
tion money in the other, will prove a dan­
gerous man," unless conditions change 
markedly in the future. 

The people of our country have always 
been more sensible of the disgrace than the 
danger of Mormonism. And all civilized 
nations have wondered that in this en­
lightened land should have been devised 
this awful caricature of the Christian reo 
ligion. That in this land where woman­
hood has always been reverenced and 
honored as nowhere else in the world, that 
we should tolerate anything that wrongs 
her so cruelly, that degrades her so deeply 
8S this sense of Mormonism. Polygamy is 
the feature that has attracted the most at­
tention, and yet polygamy is not an essen­
tial part at this system. It was not in 
Joseph Smith's plan; it was an after 
thought of Brigham Young's. Polygamy 
could be destroyed and not seriously weak. 
en Mormonism. Trne it has been streugth­
ened by entangling so thoroughly so many 
in its chains. The polygamist is not apt 
to apostatize and abandon helpless wives 
and children. He is, moreover, arrayed 
with the law·hreakers against the govern­
ment. 

The real strength of Mormonism is in the 
I ecclesiastical despotism that holda it to­

gelher. Yet in the face of all these facts, 
and hundreds of statements equally strong, 
we hear people talk of the rights of these 
people to practice their religion, as if it 
were a "harmless delusion." 

But have these 200.000 Mormons a right, 
under the pretense of reUg:on, to practice 
that which is at variance with our coun­
try's laws and is destructive to domeetic 
peace and social purity? Have they a right 
to maintllin a hostile government and place 
Utah Mormonism before American Re­
publicanism? - --

THE BIBLE PROVING ITSELF. 

REV. G. H. AUGHILY. 

One of the most convincing proofs 01 the 
divine origin of the Scriptures is found in 
the perfect unity of its various writers. liv­
ing in difierent centuries, pursuing differeut 
vocations, speaking different languages and 
writing under circumstances and influences 
very unlike. 

Its various books bear testimony to one 
another. They bespeak the Bame origin. 
They lead to the same resnlt. Each Indi­
vidual writer, as he appears or disappears, 
points to some one who has gone before, or 
prophesies of some one who is yet to come; 
successive ages are linked together; hand 
joins in hand, and all stand or fall together. 
The biography, the history, the prophecy, 
the devotion are all true or falee. If Elijah 
never lived what sense is there, in the pro­
phecy of Malachi? How can it reach back­
ward to the great reformer of Israel, and 
forward to the forerunner of our Lord? If 
Noah, Daniel and Job were myths, then 
Ezekial's praise is fabulous; but if they 
really lived, and served their generation by 
the will of God, then bis words carry con­
viction over seventeen-hundred years, and 
touch matters of infinite importance. If 
Isaiah saw with his OWIl ('yes Sennacherib's 
hosts strnck down without the walls of 
Jerusalem, then the books of Kings and 
Chronicles, in which the event is recorded 
are true and trustworlhy. David commem­
orates, in sacred verse, the varied history of 
the Jews as recorded in the Pentateuch. 
If Moses is false, David cannot be true. 
Josiah finds the long neglected Book of the 
Law,and bows before it as the Word 01 God 
and all his people with him. The whole 
nation is deceived or else that Book of the 
Law is genuine aud authentic. Jonah tells 
of the impulsive but temporary repentance 
of the Ninevite8; and Nahum confirms his 
word by recording their final 8nd snbse­
quent cestruction. If Ezra and Nehemiah 
really rebuilt the Temple, Haggai and 
Zechariah really prophesied. The sermon 
delivered on th"t occasion, within the rising 
walls, verified all the miracles of Egypt, and 
enumerates lhe provocations of tue people 
and tells of the lorbearance of God. If the 
text is false the sermon cannot be true. All 
hang together. If Moses is false in prose, 
David is false in poetry. If Jeremiah never 
wrote, Daniel's prayer is an absurdity. 
You have either a succession of holy, trust­
worthy, divinely chosen, and divinely 
taught men, each delivering it is true, his 
own independent tes timony, but making 
himself respons ible, also, for what has been 
written aforetime, or you have the blind 
leading the blind, and all falling into the 
ditch. And how can this blindness be sup. 
posed, when their mighty words are mingled 
with their mighty works. The question is 
not simply, that historians and seers, and 
psalmists, and prophets believed in one an-

other, but that God wrought with them and 
confirmed their word witb signs following. 
It is not that you have Moses standing 
alone, and demanding credence to the word 
he speaks, but yon have Joshua also, who 
bade ihe sun stand still; David, who was 
the man after God's own heart; Elijah, who 
was taken to heaven in a whirlwind, Isaiah 
who saw Christ's day; Daniel, who was de­
livered from tbe lions' den .all uniting in 
their testimony to his truth, making his 
writings the text of their sermons, the bur­
den at their prayers, the key-note of their 
songs, and the guide of Ihe'.r lives. 

notes an~ ~ueries. 
AN XNCO URAOING REPORT. 

On the 27th of November. a coll~ction 
was taken in the Stillwater church, for 
Home Missions, which amounted to $25, 
which is just $10 D'ore tban was asked tor 
by the apportioninlt committee of the Pres­
bytery. On the 13th of December, tbe 
preacher read the report of Presbyterial 
Committee, showing the amount which 
was expected from that congregation lor 
each 01 the schemes of the church. At the 
close of tbe service the elders and Trustees 
met and agreed to send off their apportion­
ment at once, and if when the collection is 
taken for tbe various Boards, they are able 
to increase tbeir ofiering they will do so. 

'fhere is little dou bt but that Oklahoma 
Presbytery will raise the full amount aaked 
for the different Boards. 

I would like publicly to thank those good 
friends who have sent me books and papers 
to be distributed in country districts of 
Oklahoma. For the last tew weeks I have 
been balding meetings almoat every even­
ing in the Ecbool houses in destitute local­
ities. Our audiences range from 50 to 100. 
We begin our work about 7 p. m. and spend 
onll hour in singing and teaching Bible his· 
tory, which consists mostly of the bioltraphy 
of the representative men at the different 
periods. Then our evangelistic service fol· 
lows which lasts another hour and our 
meeting is closed at 9 p. m. The weather 
is charming. 

Brothl'r D. A. McHugh, our Sunday­
school Missionary is with me this week aud 
we sleep ont in his wagon each night with­
out discomfort. About six months ago, I 
passed throtip;h the place where I am now 
working, but bad no time to preacb. I left 
a copy of the Sborter Catechism and find on 
my return that one member of the family 
can repeat about half of it very correctly 
and some of the olhers have made a start. 

J. MORDY. 
Yates, Okla. .... 

A CHRISTrtAS MISSIONARY 
ENTERTAINMENT. 

What shall we do for our Christmas En. 
tertainment, is the question asked by thou­
Bands of Sabbatb-school workers all over 
the land these busy times. A s the mission­
ary spirit grows more prominent in our 
churches. Let us help it along, by com­
bining the Christmas spirit with it. So 
that we can remember with peace and good 
will our brothers of all races and nations in 
the world. 

Iu order to do this. we could have an en­
tertainment in which we could have our 
dear old Santa Claus coming down the tra­
ditional chimney but finding the children of 
different nations who have come to visit 
their American brothers and sisters, each 
having brought his bed along with him, as 
far as we can carry the idea, 

For instance. After passing the lovely 
little white nursery bed of the American 
children, Santa would be very much as­
tonishing to find a little Indian Pappoose 
swathed and bound as they are in their own 
wigwams. Diiigent search in his pack 
would bring to light the little bow and 

(Oontinued on page 13.) 
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'IOfICS FOR DECEnBER. 

For J1GN _-SYRIA. 
E Oll r.-TnE SOUTH. --

1\'11D-nONTHL Y MEETING. 

"The 'mind which was in Cbrist Jesus', 
gave to the world, Bet.hlehem and Calvary. 
The hest men, and truest womeu meet at 
the manger and the cross, where they 
adore the inlant Saviour, and worship the 
dying Lamb." 

These words from a sermon by Dr_ Henry 
Booth, were a fitting preface to the Scrip­
tUrE! lesson given us to-day, by Mrs. J_ W. 
Allen. 

After reading a few verses from Phil. 
2nd chapter, she emphasized this; "Let 
tbis mind be in you, which was also in 
Cbrist Jesus."-Christ our example: this is 
our theme. 

We are in the thought, and the rush and 
- the loving toil of our preparation for 

Christmas; let us step aside, into the quiet 
of t.his lamiliar room and fol' a few momenta 
meditate upon the fact which uuderlies our 
Christmas-tide; the wonderful mystery of 
a Obrist born into our sin-strickeu world, 
a Ohrlst to redeem us from tbe thralldom 
of sin, a Christ to bind up tbe wounds of 
life, to heallile's broken hearls, and to give 
joy and gladness instead_ 

Let us think of it all: bow He took upon 
Himself the form of a servant that He 
mil!ht minister of His fullness unto us; how 
He left the peace of heaven for the strife of 
earth, the tbrone for the manger, and the 
cross; how He suffered the woes of life that 
He might know how to bear our woes for 
USj He stooped that He might lift us up, 

ep 
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tem, and cures all blood diseases, because , 

00 S 
Sarsaparilla 

Is tlie One True I\lllolll'mificr. All druggists. $1. 
Preparcd only by C. 1. Hood & Co., Lowell, ]\Tass. 
- ---- --

, _ a"s the only pills t.o take 
Hood sPills WitJlllolld'sSar .• alJanlla. 

THE MID-CONTINENT. DECEMBER 23, 1895. 

died that we might be made alive forever. 
And 'is we think of it, can we ever be cold 

aud indifferent again?-do we not long to 
htlve the same mind which was in Him, 
the blessed Chri~t? And what was it that 
filled His mind, but the thought of saving 
the world. Let us reach out after that 
same thought. Let the petty cares and the 
toil of every day, not absorb our souls. 
To uplilt, to save, to help, to warn, to 
comfort, to get nearj very neaT to Buffering 
humanity, let this mind be in us. If we 
could only get close to the throbbing 
hearts of t.he despairing and tbe sin-bound, 
so close that their eyes would follow ours 
in upward glance to the cross, where to look 
is to live I There is no nobler work lor us 
to do. No higher ambition exists for us on 
earth, than to attain to that same mind 
which was in Christ Jesus our Lord. Let 
there be re consecration as we bow in lov­
ing thought and holy desire over the 
World's Babe in Bethlehem. 

"BAKING 
POWD~ 

We wish we could take every woman and 
child in our membersbip by the hand on 
Christmas morning Bud looking into their 
faces, say: "God bless you to-day, dear 
friendl" 

If joy is in vour hearts, as we hope it is, 
full, glad and running over, still, God bless 
you with "the mind" to give out of your 
joy to thoije you cau easily find, who are 
hungry for it. It hot tears are blinding 
your dear eyes, and you can see only a 
blasted hope and a mound of earth-still 
more may God bless and comfort and sus­
tain you, this Christmas dayl 

A. L. H. 

A MISSIONARY'S ~HRISTnAS. 

In the fifties Dlany of the churches in the 
Ohio Valley, now prosperous, were depend­
ent on missionary aid. In one at tbese 
Rev. Mr. Cramer bad been pastor for six 
year!. Tbe cburch increased iu numbers, 
but it did not add much to its wealth, as 
most of the additions were tram among tbe 
young people. Mr. Cramer found it hard 
to support his growing family on his small 
salary while in health, but for six months 
had been able to preach but little, so that 
most of his salary went to pay for pulp~t 

supplies. As winter approached, not only 
the wardrobe ran low, but the larder was 

wbat she could from the small stores for 
dinner, he was entertaining the childr~n 
with stories of his boyhood, when Fannie 
lurned from the window crying: 

well-nigh empty in the manse, and many 
of the usual necessities were dispensed 
witb. The church people were as kind as 
people in their circumstances could be, but 
few had more than enough to meet tbeir 
own expanses. As Christmas approached, "Papa, some folks are coming to be mar­
there was no improvement in the minister's ried; there are ever so many sleighs stop­
health, aud the future looked dark in the piug here." 
parsonage, yet Mrs. Cramer kept up an Sleigh after sleigh emplied itself into the 
outward cheerfulness. and with her family manse, until fifty people were gathered to­
cares, did all she could to help io church gelher in the house. all laughing and talk­
work and among the sick. iog. A large wagon-bed 00 sleigh-runners 

Christmas eve, after their frugal supper was driven round to the kitchen with four 
and evening devolion, with a sad heart she men, who began unloading barrels of floor 
kissed and tucked in bed, Fanuie, eightj potato~s, apples, sacks with sugar, rice, 
Nellie sixj Mollie four, and bRby Robert beans, dried fruits, spices, pickles, hams, 
two years, and, going to the sitting-room. bread, butter, eggs, pies, cakes, and otber 
tried to dress their dolls lor Christmas lrom necessaries for the larder. A second sleigh 
some of t.heir old dresses. came round wit.h three roasted turkeys, 

Mr. Cramer had been trJ ing to read, but boiled ham and tongues, cranberry sauce, 
from his suppressed sighs, she knew he and everything necessary for a royal Christ­
could not be reading. Soon he laid his mas dinner. 
head on the table, and the man who bad A committee of ladies, with their own 
spoken words of encouragement and com- aprons and dishes, took charge of the din­
fort to others when in trouble, wept like a ner, leaving Mrs. Cramer to entertain the 
child. Then, looking up at his wife, he otiler guests. The borrowe1 tables were 
said: set iu parlor and silting-rooms, so, with 

.. Alma, what will become of us? The those in the dining-room, the gueats could 
children are almost shoelessj none of us all sit down at the same time. A more joy­
have comfortable clothes lor winter. i ful party never dined together. 
have just come from the larder and cellar, Alter E1nging, prayer and thanbgiving, 
and there are scarcely provisions to keep us at fi ve o'clock the sleighs were at the door 
from hunger to-morrow." for the party to return. 

Anot.ber burst of grief, and the wife said: As one at the good elders said "Good-by" 
"Robert, have you forgotten the prom- he handed Mr. Cramer ninety dollars, and 

ises? 'Trust 10 the Lord and do good, and said: "My brother, still t.rust in the Lord 
verily thou shalt be fedj' and 'Come unto and do good, and verily thou shalt be fed." 
me, ye that are heavy laden, and I will give This party were friends or t.he Cramers, 
you rest.' Where is the faith you have belonging to a wealthy churCh in a large 
preached to others? 'I will trust Him city, ouly a few miles away, where Mr. 
though He slay me.' Be assured, my hus- IJramer's work was well known. As they 
band, He leadeth us, aud that all things returned t.hey were unanimous in saying it 
will work together for our good if we st.ill was one of the most enjoyable days they 
love Him." ever had. 

Christmas morning dawned clear and Alter the guests departed, Mr. snd Mrs. 
cold. The storm of the night before bad Cramer found a box among the barrels, 
cleared away, leaving 8 foot of snow, msk- and on opening, there was a suit of clot.hes 
ing the earth beautiful ill pure bridal dress, and an overcoat for the minister made to 
while the trees, bending under the weight, fil' warm dress goods for Mrs. Oramer and 
sparkled like thousands of diamonds in the children. Each of tbe family found shoes 
morning sun. and warm clothes, also a nice supply of 

Botb Mr. and Mrs. Cramer endeavored to napery autl muslin, with many delicate 

I make the day a pleasant one for the little tokens of love_ 
ones, aud while she was gEtting together i If the donors felt it more blessed to give 

D.INTIES 

than receive, the recipients were very 
happy Rnd grateful. Mr. Cramer recovered 
his health, and was called to a responsible 
position in the calling he had cbosen, but 
never forgot his missionary lJbristma9, or 
the friends who so generously made it for 
him and his loved ones.-Mrs. Mary D. 
Keluy, in Herald and Presbyter, - .. 

AN JnPRESSIVE EXPERIENCE. 

BY O. H. WETHERBEE. 

The following story is well worth thought­
ful reading: 

"Some time ago the Woman's Foreign 
Miesiollary Society met in a town and there 
were only fourteen mem bers present. 
They met together in a parlor (>/ a home 
and were sitting there waiting for the presi­
dent. Directly a beautiful span of milk 
white horses, attached to a beautiful car­
riage, drove up and a lady stepped out and 
amin the rattling of silks and dazzling of 
diamonds walked in. She was tbe presi­
dent of the society. Alter going through 
the usual routine of business, under miscel­
laneous business, she said: 'Is there any 
person present who would like to join the 
society?' A poor widow slood up and said: 
,I would love to join the society, but I don't 
know whether I can pay tbe ten cents 
montbly dues or not. I would love to be a 
member. Wish I could be.' The president 
of the society said: 'Ladies, I believe I 
never told you my experience_ I was rais­
ed in affluence aud wealth, so was my hus­
band. When we married we united our 
fortunes. He began in business life and 
prospered for years. Then came a sudden 
reverse of fortune. In the financial crisis 
my husband went down. Everything was 
swept away Rnd he surrendered all his 
property, as well as mine, including home, 
furniture and everything. We moved into 
a little two room cottage and he was out of 
work for months, and we came to the very 
verge of starvation. ODe night I went to 
hear the preacher iu t.he church close by. 
He preached a missiouary sermon and said 
at the close, 'You who want to contribute 

.. 
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any articles to the mlsslonariee, you can 
find the box at a certain streetaud nnmber.' 
I went home. I conld not sleep. My heart 
was on fire. Next morning I asked myself, 
'What is the matter with me? I have 

nothing to give.' Then I went to an old 
chest aud I ransacked it to find something 
tbat I could give. There I found two 
towels-tbe relics of my fortune; one was 

.fnll of holes. the other threadbare. I pick­
ed out tbe best onej slipped it under my 
waist and went over to the room and put it 
in the box. The burden left my heart, and 
when busband came home to dinner that 
day he said, 'I have found a position,' and 
from tbat day to this everything that he 
has touched has turned to gold. He is now 
worth hundreds 01 thousands and we give 
ten of thousands of dollars to the cause of 
God. Fre quenlly he has pulled me np to 
bis bosom and said, 'Dear lHtle wife we owe 
JIll our prosperity to the old towel you put 
in the ru i8sionary box. God wilt bless us if 
we do our duty.')) This experience ought 
lo stim ul ate all who read it to give more of 
the means which God has placed in their 
bands to the great cause for which Ohrist 
gil ve the wbole of his priceless life. 

'Th e Mid- Continent Topics. 

For Dec. 30. 

THE LORD OUR DWELLING·PLACE. 

PS. 90:1. 

["I'P PrRyer·)leetlng Editorial. pa~e 8.] 

~loung p~ople's meeting. 

CHRISTIAN ENDEAVOR TOPIC. 

January 3. 

1 Rings 8: 2240. A meeting of Prepara­
tion 3 lor tbe week of Prayer. 

TILe Ch .. Uian should flOt allow htmselfto 
be clistllt btd bl' (lilY of the common objections 
t.o lJ1'Clye,·. Prayer is interwoven with tbe 
make 01 our buman nature. It is instinc­
t1ve. Be sure tbat tbe God tbat implanted 
the instinct w;1l meet and match it by an 
answer. Then, besides, do not be troubled 
at the maze and intricacy 01 natural law 
which you think may intervene between 
yourself and God. Natural laws are not 
chains by which God bas Lound hopelessly 
bis own hands. Natural laws are ratber in­
strllruents lying in the l1ivine palm, which 
God roilY freely nse as He shall will. 

The Christian should renl£mber that · the 
prayer offaithis ?lot the prayer oj tcstasy, but 
is simply the prayer oj great qrip on the di­
vi?le prornius. In spiritual hattling we con_ 
quer not by wrestling, but by clinging. 
Sait! Mr. Spurgeon to me, when I asked 
bim once how he prayed, "I take a prom­
ise applicd ble to my case; I plead that prom­
ise; I beseech God to be true to it for Jesus' 
sake; I reveren t1y believe he will be true to 
it. ' Tbat is the prevailing prayer of faith. 

The Christian should make daily use oj 
p,·ayer. He should pray not only when 
some grent terupte is to be dedicated. He 
~hould daily pray about the daily duties, 
needs, sorrows, rejoIcings, desires, of the 
daily lite . Do not think: that God cares 
about only what you call great things. 
Tbe mother's love makes anything that can 
happen to the child a great thing to her. 
The love of God for you makes anything 
touching yon a thing worthy the motive of 
his love. 

The Christian should be sure fie 'hal! (Jet the 
best allswers to his prayers. Says au old 
English divine: "Good prayers never come 
weeping home. I am sure I shall receive 
either whnt I ask or what I shonld ask." 

What will this do for you? It will lift 
yon into companionship with God; it will 
prevent you from very much evil, for what 
you cannot pray about you will refuse to 
do; it will bring you into a beautiful and 
safe feeling of divine protection; it will 
cure anxiety and kill a bad foreboding; it 
will mak e you free and glad and strong, as 
th~ child of a King ought to be; it will ac­
complish the will of God in you. even your 

For Wea.k Nerves 
Use Horaeford's Acid Phosphate. 

Dr. J. Cressey, Hot Springs, Ark., says: 
"It has proven highly ~atlsfactory in dys­
pep.i and nervous weakness, and I can 
('hel'''olly recommend it as good for the 
abnTP disorders." 
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sanctification.-Rell. Wayland Hoyt in Gol­
den Rule. 

O. 1:. GUIDE' POSTS. 

Why not have a. Pastol"s Committee? 
The ~uggestion comes from Arkansas of a 
committee that will visit the pastor every 
month and report to him fully concerning 
the work of the society, laying before him 
all plans and receiving his approval and 
suggestions. It also holds itself in readi­
ness to do any work that the pastor re­
quires. It helps to furnish that bond of 
sympathy between the society and its pas­
tor which is, alas! sometimes sadly lacking. 
-Endeavor Herald. 

It has been well said that missionary in­
formation is tbe tap-root 01 missionary 
activity. But it is not only a question of 
informing the young people of our churches 
-it is ratber a question of interesting them. 
The principle 01 interest however, is good 
here, as well as in any other subject of ed u· 
calion. Information merely poured in will 
be of little value, but when the interest is 
roused lbere will be no need to consider 
metbods of informing tbe young of thll 
church's mi~sionary work. They will not 
wait to be informed, but by an impulse of 
their own men tal activity they will search 
out and devour all available inlormation.­
Mis! De Beaunegard at TOl'Onto Young Pea­
ple'a Pre~byteri.al U'lion. 

Two things characterize the lDodel prayer 
meeting committee. It.should meet weekly 
and pray daily. 

The endeavor that is more Christian On 
Snnday tban on Wedne!day is not Chris­
tian Endeavor. 

Chrlstian Endeavor societies need not 
more plans, but-better execution; not more 
members, but better members, not to ex­
pand, bnt to become intense. It is time lor 
roots to strike deep if we would bear large 
fruit. 

rBy special arrangement with the Sunday­
School WO"ld, the Exposition of the lesson, 
as prepared by Dr. Edwin Wilbur Rice, is 
given to the readers of tbe MID-CONTiNENT.] 

First Quarter. Jan. 3, 1897. 

LesEan I. 

CHRIST'S ASCENSION. 
Acts 1:1-14. 

GOLDEN TEXT. 

While He blessed tbem, Be was parted 
from them, and carried up into heaven.­
Luke 24:51. 

NOTI!S. 

.Analysi3.-The first treatise to Theopbi­
Ius ou the doings 8nd teachings of Jesns, 
vs. 1.3; his doings for forty days after his 
resnrrection, his promise lind last charge, 
VB. 4·8; his aEcension, vs. n·ll; the apostles' 
retnrn to Jerusalem, tbeir names and meet­
ings for prayer, vs. 12 14. 

The Acts.-The book 01 "The Acts," as it 
was called by tbe early Christians, or "The 
Acls of the Apostles," as the title mns in 
most English Bibles, is a sequel to tbe third 
gospel, written by the @ame autbor, Luke, 
and addressed to the same person, Theo­
pbilns. 

TheophiluB, according to tradition was a 
great man of Antioch. Tbe books may 
have been addressed to him to secure wider 
attention, as Cicero addressed some of his 
treatises to Brutus, and Horace dedicated 
some of his odes to the rICh M::e~enas. 

Luke's first treatise, the Gospel , narrates 
the acts and teachings()f Jesus nutil his 
ascension. Tbis second treatise, the Acts, 
briefly narrates the teach ings of Jesus d ur­
ing the forty days between his resurrection 
and ascension, and then records the acts 01 
the apostles. Not the acts of all the apos­
tles, nor all the acts of tbe apostles whose 
work is noticed, are given, but only such as 
fairly and fully show the fulfillment of tbe 
promise in the gift of the Holy Spirit, and 
ilIustrata the beginnings of Christianity in 
apostolic times, the prevailing metbods, 
teachings and experiences in all apostolic 
work. 

The first two chapters of tbe Acts record 
the acts of the apostolic band; then the acts 
of Peter with John extend to 5:42. The ac. 
count of Stephen the martyr is given in 
chaps. 6 and 7, followed by that of the per­
secution, and of the preacbing 01 Philip in 
chsJl. 8, and Iheconversion of SaUl in 11:131. 

The acts of Peter are then coutinned from 
9.32 to 12:19, with allu,ions to the work in 
Antioch and elsewhere. The death of 
Herod and the mission of Saul and Harna­
bas are recorded in 12:20 to 14:28. Then 
follows the account of the council in Jeru­
salem, 15:135, the contention of Saul (now 
called Paul) and Barnabas, 15:2641, and 
then tbe rest 01 tbe book is filled with the 
acts of Paul. 

Tbe narrative closes with Paul a prisoner 
at Rome. It does not record Paul's death 
under Nero, which we know took place be­
fore the close of A. n., since Nero died in 
June of that year. If Paul bad suffered 
marlyrdom helore Luke wrote, it is well­
nigh impossible to believe that he would 
not have noticed tbe apostle's death. It is 
natural to conclude, therefore, that Luke 
wrote the Acts during Paul's first impris­
onment at Rome, or in 6L to 63 A. n. 

The Acls coven a history ot about thirty­
tbree years of apostolic work followlDg the 
ascension of Christ, as Lnke's gospel covera 
a period of about thirty-three years of 
Christ's mission immediately preceding the 
ascension. It is of great importance for 
teachers and advanced scholars to get the 
broad outlines of tbis history very clearly 
fixed in the mind. 

SPECIAL WORD STuons. 

Trea.tise, or narrativE', it implies a writ­
ing of some lengtb and dignity. 

Thtophilus rueans a "lover" or "friend 01 
God." He is called "most excellent," 
Luke 1:1, a tHle applied to Felix and to 
Festus, Acts 23.26; 2G:25. R. V. 

I,·fallible proofs stand for one Greek 
word, which Aristotle defines to mean con­
vinCing evidences, proofs that could not be 
gainsaid. 

Being assembled together, or "eating with 
them" as the margins of the English ver­
sions read , implies closest friendship and a 
pledge of defence. 

Commanded, or belter "cbarged" as in 
the Revised Version. It is a military term. 

P,·omise. This was to send the Holy 
Spirit. Tbe context implies that it was a 
free promise, though the word itself some· 
times means an arbitrary order. See Xen­
opbon, Cyr. 3:10. 

Times or season3. The first word. 
"times," implies long eras or epochs per­
haps; the second, the periods of change or 
cris~s, in those eras. 

Power. This represents two different 
Greek words. In v. 7 it implies authority 
or what is at one's disposal, as in the Re. 
vised Version. In v. 8 it refers to some 
blessing or ability given from anotherj 
here it refers to the gift of the Holy Spirit. 

Witnesu3. The same Greek word later 
signified a martyr. 

Olle accord. The Greek word meallS more 
than being togetber exterbally; it implies 
concord, oneness of mind and of spirit. 

LESSON EXPOSITION. 

I. The Promise.-The former trea.tise, V. 1. 
rhat is, the Gospel according to Luke. 
This Is proved not only by what has already 
been said. but also by the close similarity 
ot style in the gospel in the Acts; by the 
use of similar phrasee and expressions and 
turus ofthough t peculiar to tbe two booke. 
.Luke bad written of the ministry of Jesus; 
now he proposes to write of the beginnings 
of Christianity as an organic religiOn in the 
world. 

He was taken up, v. 2. Or, "was received 
up, after tbat be bad given ('ommandment 
through the Holy Spirit," R. V. Tbree 
things are stated in this verse: I, the apos. 
tIes were chosen by Jesu~ ; 2, He gave a 
comman1 or commi9sion ot lhe apc stles, 
see Luke 24:44 49; and 3, the command was 
given through tbe Holy Spirit, tbat is, the 
Holy Bpirit was tbe medium througb 
whom the apostles received or understood 
the command. 

To whom He showed Himself alive, v. 3. 
Jesus appeared many times to his disciples 
atter his resurrection. Not less tban tell or 
eleven such appearances are distinctly men­
tioned in toe New Testament. The evi­
dences or "proofs" of tbese appearances 
were mauy and strong; and though "infal­
lible" of the Authorized Version is not in 
the Greek, the word for "prools" is one 
Which implies sure or certain evidence, and 
is so u~ed by Plato and Aristotle. Tbese 
evidences or rather appearances occurred 
during Corty days, not continuously, bnt 
again and again in tbat period; he walked, 
talked and ate with the apostles, showed 
them bis wounded hands and side, so that 
tbey saw Him, recognized bis lorm, face, 
walk, hands, knew his tamiliar voice, his 
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teaching, power of miracle, tonched his 
hands and his body, and thus in all ways 
that it was possible lor their senEes to rec­
ognize a material object they recognized 
Bim. 

Wait for the prom;8e of the Father. v. 4. 
When the apostles were together with 
Jews before his aecension, He cbarged 
them to wait in Jeru~alem for the promise 
01 the Father, tbat is, the gift of the Holy 
Spirit. In Luke 24:49, Jesus suid, "I send 
forth the promise of my Fatber upon you." 
This was the "power" mentioned in the 
next clause of tbat verse, and which Luke 
again mentions bue. 'This "promise" is 
found in Joel 2:28, Isa. 443; Ezek. 36;2527; 
John 14:26; 15:26; 16.13 The disciples had 
heard Jesus speak of this promise in his 
long farewell discourse after the supper, 
John 14 to 17. "Heard of me" is ambigu­
ous; "heard from me," R. V., is better. 
Jesus again explains tbe promise as stated 
in v. 5, "ye shall be baptiZel1 in lhe Holy 
Spirit," R. V. 

II. WitnesstSjo, Christ.-It is ?lotjo,' you 
to kflOW the times, v. 7. When Luke wrote, 
Christians were eager to know what the 
Lord's purpose was concellling Israel. 
Were the Jews to become an independent 
nation? Was the rule of the world prom­
ised under the Mes~iah soon to be realized? 
The Lord said it was not imporlant for 
tbem to know concerning "times and sea­
sons," R. V. The Falher would take cr.re 
of that. The greatest thing for them to 
know was that they would be filted for 
tbeir work by tbe Holy Spirit. 

Ye .• hall be witnesses tlllto me, v. 8 Or, 
"shall be my witnesses." It is a @ad but 
striking comment on tbis, that lhe word 
for "witness" (Greek martur) came also to 
mean a "martyr," that is, a witness who 
seals his testimony with his blood. Tbey 
were lo be such not merely within Jur' ro I 

and Samaria, but to tbe ends of tbe eartb. 
This was tulfilled, since to witness at 
Rome, the capital of the Roman empire, 
would be to witness for Cbrist to dwellers 
from the very end of the ctvilized world. 

Two men stood by them, v. 10. How simp. 
ly yet graphically is the ascension de­
scribedl Jesus was talking witb th~m, 

they were looking intently upon Him. He 
was taken up, until "a cloud caught Him 
up from their eyes," so the Greek may be 
literally rendered. Suddenly two men in 
white garments stood beside tbem. The 
clotbing and appearance of these two indi­
cated thl\t they were celest~al messengers. 
Who they were is not said; possibly M ose 
and Elijah. 

So co,ne in like manner, v. 11. This ad­
dress would remind them that lhey were 
not in Galilee, and yet that they belonged 
natUrally there; aDd it mlgbt alw remind 
them 01 their Lord's command to return to 
Jerusalem to await the blessing of the 
Fatber, the gift of tbe Spirit. But tbe men 
would not leave them witbout a bope of 
the Lord's return. In a mar.ner like to 
tbat in which ye bave seen Him go away, 
will He come again. 

They went into all tipper room . v. 13 Or, 
"into the npper chamber," R. V., the place 
where they had been accllstomed to meet. 
Then follows a list of tbe eleven, in nearly 
the eame order as in Luke 6:14. 

With aile acoord in praytr, v. 14. Or, 
"Tbese all with one accord conlin ned Rteael­
fastly in prayer," omitting "suppliclllion," 
as in the Revised Version. Tbey were not 
merely in (ne place; they were one in mind 
and spiri t ; they were one in prayer. The 
emphasis is on oneness ot purpose; 110t 

merely playing at "comity" towards one 
auother as s~me denominations do now, 
but praying together in onelless of soul. 
The women were tbere too; tbough iu 
Jewish custom they could not worship in 
an rqual place with the men, tbey bad such 
a place in the euly assembly. Mary the 
muther of Jesus was there, beloved, but not 
having superior autbority. This is tbe 
last mention of her in Scriplure. --

Great Merit. 
This is what has given Hood's Sarea­

pal ilia the first place among medi cin es. It 
is the reason lo! the w?nderlul cures by 
Hood's Barsaparlllll. It IS th e explannt ion 
of its enormous eales. Bood 's Sarsaparilla 
stands not only upon Hs record of cures ill 
the past, though tbis is unequalleel by any 
other med icine, but it is lo·day curi ng thou­
Sinds of cases of catarrh, rh enm al ism , !cro­
fula, dyspepsIa and mlluy other bl ood dis­
eaaes. It is to-day the medicine wbicb the 
people take to give tbem . health, s t.rength, 
pnre blood. ~ood appetIte 8ud dll!esLive 
power. If YOIl sutler !rom impure biood 
to·day take Hood's Sarsaparilla and y~a 
have every rpl\~on to expfct a cure. 
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WEDNESDAY. DECEMBER 23, ]896. 

RECEIVKD FROM the Presbyterian church of Whea· 
ton, Minn" $1.15 for Armenian l·elief. .... 

WE ARE sorry to see the disposition in Congress 
and throughout the country to interfere in the affairs 
of unhappy Cuba. To sympathize with the patriots 
of that island in their struggle, to lament the long 
protracted war with its barbarities and its damage to 
American commerce, and to do what lies in the power 
of our government to mediate bstween the contend· 
ing parties in the interest of a peace which shall be 
as favorable as possible to Cuba-this is one thing, 
and that far all can feel alike. But the attempts to 
inflame popular sentiment and fan a war feeling 
among our citizens and to press a demand for a 
declaration of the island'a independence before it 
has established a government of its own, and thus to 
deliberately invits and provoke a war with Spain is 
unwise and rasb, and in every point of view a step 
greatly to be deprecated. We hops the s{lberer view 
of the President and of Secretary Olney not only will 
prevail, as now seems probable, but will be acquiesced 
in by Congress and by all good citizens. .. ... 

WE SEE that the last number of the London QuaT-
- tel'ly Review makes the allegation that "there is 

probably no Protestant nation in the world with so 
little personal knowledge of the Bible as the 
Americans." We might say tbat a foreign 'tleriodical, 
even one of the Btanding and weight of the Quarterly, 
is not snpposed to know enough about the Biblical in­
telligence of the American people to make a state· 
ment of that kind. Buthowever that may be, we are 
obliged to confess that many reflecting observers in 
our own land are beginning to fear that there is both 
a shameful neglect of Bible study among our other. 
wise intelligent classes, and a serious failnre in teach­
ing methods, or neglect of student application, in Ollr 
Sunday-school work. It is even affirmed that by the 
pressure of modern life, the present I:eneration in 
milldle age "together with their children" are grow· 
ing up ignorant of even the Bible stories, to say 
nothing of its great truths. As illustration of this the 
mortifying fact bas been published that an American 
house, extensively engaged in tbe manufacture of 
stained glass windows, reporte that tbe demand lor 
Hiblical subjects represented in tbis form has greatly 
fallen olf, becauBe those who are ordering them for 
the churches are so ignorant of the Bible that they 
do not appreciate the fi tness of a Bible story for this 
purposej that they have to be taught their Bible before 
tbey can ri~htly valull the art which they desire to 
employ. We recall the circumstance, so generally 
published two or throe years ago, of the President of 
an American college trying the classes in English 
liter.ature on the many Biblical aIIusions and meta· 
phors found in the masterpieces of prose and poetry, 
and finding that the large proportion of the young 
men and women were ignorant of the source from 
which these were drawn. .. -

THE CRITICS AND TRE FAITH. 

Last week we called attention to the Interior's time­
ly strictllreft on the views of Prof. CIUtiSS, of the Con­
gregational 1'heolf)git~al Seminary, Chica~o, crmcern· 
ing certain of the Old 'l'estament foreteIlingR of the 
Messiuh. The profes80r in the next number of the 
Inte)'joT made a brief rejoinder in vyhich without 
disavowing any of the views objected to he yet de­
elares that he believes in the deity of Ghrist; and 
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that the miraculous birth, the sufferings and death 
of our Lord were "foreshadowed," and to all "practi· 
cal intents foretold," and that men were inspired by 
the Holy Spirit to set forth theae events in advance. 

We do not know that Prof. Curtiss, or other pro­
fessors in any of the American seminaries which rep­
resent evangelical churches, have been charged with 
denying the deity of Christ, or as having in their 
bearts removed from the otber doctrines of the faith 
which are cardinal and which belong to the founda· 
tion of a personal Christian hope and experience. 
But juet here is the anomaly. While Prof. Curtiss 
(and the observation applies to others of his class) is 
en.tirely sincere in his personal faith, yet at the same 
time this Biblical JV01'ld paper of his contains such 
harmful opinions as these: That the New Testament 
writers could not free themselves from an interpreta' 
tion of passages regarding the Messiah which was 
Simply "Jewish"; that they feIt constrained to write 
in a way that would approve itself to the (mistaken) 
preconceptions of Jewish Christians; that on this 
principle Matthew puts a meaning on a passage in 
Hosea which it never was intended to convey; that 
the reference to a certain statement in Isaiah he 
makes to apply to the Mt'ssiah only by '~false ety­
mology," and in general, that the idea of direct and 
primary predictions of the sufferings of Christ is 
"contrary to the modern view of the Old Testament" 
which these critics are so zealously pushing. 

Yet, while thus teaching, such brethren as Prof. Cur· 
tiss we believe hold in their hearts the worshipful 
view of J eeus Christ, and are the sincere followers of 
the Lord. But may we not say that this is because 
of the foundation laid in their hearts in their earlier 
days, before what they call "tbe modern view of the 
Old Testament" had as yet touched their minds. 
Under thes~ earlier convictions their Christian expe­
rience took form. That type, and the momentum, as 
we may say, of past years of ingrained Teli~ious con­
viction, and tbe power of the word of God over them, 
despite the fact that their present theories tend to 
discredit that Word-this holds them personally, be­
yond the influence of their erroneous speculations to 
take them away. But when we think of the younger 
generation of readers and students now constantly 
subject to the zealous propaganda of this destructive 
Biblical criticism, without having been first for long 
years, and during all the formative period of life, 
under the habitual and nndisturbed sway(aa their pro­
fessol's more fortunately had been) of teachings and 
viewa which honoreu the Scriptures throughout, "not 
as tbe word of men, but as it is in truth, the Word of 
God,"-whsn we think of this, we fear we are soon to 
see many who "concerning faith have made ship. 
wrsck." 

- --
SUPPORTING THE PASTOR. 

DECEMBER 16, 1896. 

be but a lonesome traveller on the way. Cor­
relative to the captain is soldiers of the line. 
Sometimes the people of a church are remarkably 
like the grammatical subject whose verb is in the 
passive voice-they think they are only to be "acted 
upon." They must wait for a pastor to warm thsm 
up, to "revive" them, and fairly carry them along, if 
not "on flowery beds of ease," yet in good strvng 
arms. They Beem to think of the whole church busi· 
ness as if they were each so much of inanimate sub· 
stance, and that their minister is to "build tbem up" 
much as he would a stone wall,by sheer lifting power. 

In this same mistaken spirit is another demand. 
They want a man who will "draw," aa they call it. 
And tbey have a hi~h standard of qualification for 
him of the pUlpit in order to this "drawing." But 
let the Saviour's two-fOld illustration of the matter 
by the branches of the vine which have life and sap 
in themselves, and the trees which yield fruit, give 
us a truer conception of wheat is meant by 
church life and growth. And when we wish for a 
minister who will "draw," let us also see the import­
ance of a church that draws. Consider that side of 
the drawing question. By the example of intelligent 
and unvarying adherence to your own church, by up· 
rightness of life ever "walking in wisdom towards 
them that are without", by kindly interest in the 
welfare of others, by Chlistian courtesy in the aisles, 
by due regard for the neat and seemly externals of the 
houae of God, by a fidelity aod chesrfulness in church 
work which can be seen and read of all men-surely 
these are some of the things that will help to make 
your church one that "draws." 

- .. 
TBE LORD OUR DWELLING PLACE. 

1. Associated with a dwelling place is the idea of 
shelter and protection. Inclosed within its walls 
there comes the sense of security against the perile of 
storm or ravage without. And so the gracious repre· 
sentation is that "tbe eternal God is thy refuge and 
underneath are the everlasting arms." "He shall 
cover thee with his feathers, and under his wings 
shalt thou trust." He is our "m unitions of rocks," 
a "fortress," a "strong tower into wbich the right· 
eous run and are safe." To the people of Israel in the 
time of their calamity, when they should be "cut off 
among the heathen and scattered among the coun­
tries," the beautiful promise was spoken that God 
would be to them "as a little sanctuary," and would 
gather them out of the enemies lands . 

2. Ons's dwelling is the place of his habitual 
abode. It is more than a place of sojourn. It means 
far more than a stopping place in an emergency, or a 
tarrying place for a night. How much is signified 
when one r.eks the question of another, "where do 
you live?" Your home, aa it were, is the seat and en-
closure of your life. It is identified with your daily 

Supporting the pastor is generally taken aa a refer· being. Year by year it is where you "go in and out." 
ence to salary paying. But let ut. apply it to the moral Thus in a real sense the Christian has hia d welling in 
and spiritual support which people owe their minis· God. This is not merely an occasional turning unto 
ter. God, or repairing to Him for comfort in times of 

Support him by attend'l.nce on his preaching, and trouble. Much more than that is meant when the 
by attention too. That parable of our Lord which we psalmist speaks of making "the most High thy habi· 
are accustomed to call the Parable of the Sower, the tation," and of "abiding under the shadow of the 
Germans name the "Parable of the :b'our Soila." And Almighty." Says the apostle "He that keepeth bis 
very fittingly, for the stress of the story is not so commandments dweIleth in God." And when the 
much on the seed as the different kinds of ground on Saviour speaks of our abiding in Him He uses a word 
which the seed fell. It teacbes lessons to the hearer which in the Greek text is kindred to that which He 
rather than to the preacher. "He that hath ears to employs when elsewhere speaking of the mansions in 
hear let him hear." Be goed listeners. Talk of the his Fsther's house. It carries the idea of fixity and 
discouree afterwards. If a BermOD has done you good permanence. 
tell your pastor so. Whisper it in hia ear along with 3. The dwelling place is where our dearest and 
a warm pressure of the hand, and if there be a tear most vital interests cluster. It is the center of all 
with the quiet word or a choaking utterance all the our tenderest associations and endearments. The 
betttlf. That kind of approbation will not turn his whole structure in which we dwell,the very door step, 
head, nor make him vain, but will greatly help bim the rooms, the walls with tbeir pictures and adorn· 
and also do yourself good. And support him in what ments-all seem to be linked with our intimacies and 
he preaches. Stand up for him and back him up our affections. Here are our familiarities, our mutual 
when in loyalty to God's Word he may preach some trust, onr freedom of intercourse, and here our wbole 
truth which is obnoxious to the carnal and gainsay- innermost life is passed without restraint and with· 
ing mind, whose only test of doctrine is agreeableness out reserve. The simple terma "fireside," "family 
to the natural man and its harmony with an earthly roof," one's own "vine and fig tree" are replete with 
taste. Resiat the temptation which sometimes beaets tender sentiment, and bring to the mind the ideal 
a membership, or a session, that the minister of tbe of harmony, sympathy, affection and loving service. 
pulpit better not touch on those subjects which cut And all this fruitiully suggests the believer's favored 
across the grain in an unrenewed beart. Edward and intimate relatlons with God. He "d wells in the 
PaYllon at one time of discouragement in his secret place of the moet High," and with Him who 
remarkably blessed ministry said as an effect of his seea in secret are his closest and most earred ties. 
preaching that every mouth seemed open to revile and He has fellowship with the Father, He dwells in tbe 
"christians instead of supporting me seem to think secret of God's pavillion. His deoire is ever toward 
it will not do to tell the whole truth, lest the world the Lord. With Him he holds those intim!lcies of 
should be too much offended." communion which are formed when the closet is 

Support him in his work by yourself helping him entsred and "when thou bast sbut the door," and 
therein. Paul speaks of his "fellow workers" and I when, as the hymn has it, "none but God is near." 
of his "healpers." The pastor is the leader in· With God as his dwelling place, he well understands 
deed. But that implies that others are following. I the cry of the psalmist, "Rsturn unto thy rest, 0 my 

therwise he could not be caIled leadel',' he would soul," and he is "at home" wllh God. 

-
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OUR PHILADELPHIA LETTER. 

Thanksgiving day was duly observed in accordance with 
the president's and governor's proclamation. The senti­
ment of the president in the words: "And let us throuJ?:h 
the mediation of Him who has taught ns how to pray, 
implore the forJ?:iveness of our sins and a continuation of 
heavenly favor," was expressed also by the governor. A 
newspaper reports dissatisfaction among the Jews of the 
city, particularly with reference to "the mediation of 
Him," etc. Rev. Dr. S. Morias 01 the Mickve Israel (Jon­
gregation is the most moderate, saying the president may 
have made "a slip of the pen" or that the sentence may 
have been "framed thoughtlessly, ~o accustomed are tbe 
people to look upon the people of this country as Chris­
tians;" sayiug also, "I have no objection to the prayer of 
Jesus, because in a measure, Jewish sentiments are ex­
preEsed therein. * • I am decidedly opposed to the govern­
or's proclamation, which seems purposely worded lor the 
purpose of excluding us from participation." More decided 
objection is voiced by several others of our Jewish citizens 
and Rabbis. That the clear annunciation of distinctly 
Christian sentiment is an innovation in the form of the 
presidential proclamation is true, thougb. it is by no means 
true with reference to those issued in colony or state. 
That Preaident Oleveland introduced it by a mere slip of 
the pen, or thoughtlessly, is an unj ustifiable supposition. 
It may be difficult so to adjust a Ohristian statement as 
not to offend some citizens; and it is a glory 0/ Christianity 
that it made this a tolerant country. We would not be­
little the importance of separation of church and state, or 
of toleration. But it is also important to recognize God 
as manifest in Ohrist, for He is now the ruler 01 nations. 
And the courts, both 01 the State and nation, have recog­
nized this. Chief Justin Brewer announced this from the 
supreme bench. And in this State the sl1pr~me court 
have long recognized it. Chief J usUce Sharswood pro­
nounced a certain will invalid, because it was bequathed 
to set up an anti-Ohristian institute; and Girard's bequest 
to found his colle~e for orphans was only saved, on the 
ground that the exclusion of Christian ministers from it 
was not an exclusbn of Christianity, which has ever since 
been carefully taught by laymen. And in Pennsylvania 
it is absurd to think that Wm. Penn intended to i~nore 
Christianity in bis "Holy Experiment." Jews or others 
have no ground to object to the wording of these Stat.e 
papers, and the president followed not only a sound 
Ohristian principle. but has performed au important duty 
to the nation by this departure from precedent. 

PRESBYTERIAN SOCIAL UNION. 

At the Continental Hotel, last week, the Presbyterian 
Social Union held its monthly meeting. This is an asso­
ciation of elders and laymen of the Presbyterian church, 
corresponding to the Presbyterian Ministers Association. 
The laymen, however, meet ouly once a month, and ac­
company their discussions with a feast. Mr. Jno. Wana­
maker assumed the chair as president. The event of the 
evening, was the address of Rev. Jno. R. Davis, D.D., 01 
New York, the eloqullnt successor of Rev. Howard Crosby, 
D.D. His topic was the missionary character of the 
church. It was disoussed in its relation to tbe city, the 
world, and the poor. His visit was welcomed heartily and 
his words fell gratefully on the ears of men, who are warm­
ly interested in the eVl\ngelical efforts now making to win 
the whole city to Christ. 

THE EVANGELISTIC WORX IN THE CITY. 

The meetings for the evangelization of the city, began on 
Decem~er 7th, and closed with the meetings on Monday, 
the 14th inst. DUTing the month of November, Rev. 
John Robertson, of Scotland; was the prominent evange­
list; in December. Rev. Wilbur H. Ohapman, of Bethany 
church, is most prominent, and Mr. Moody is expected on 
the last day. The central meetings have been well atten­
de:i from the beginning and according to newspaper re­
ports have numbered about 4000 at the Winter Garden 
circus. Some 01 the sectional meetings have exhibited 
almost as much interest. In Kensington district and in 
Bome of the mOJe newly settled districts this has been most 
noticeable. The holidays will interrupt the central meet­
ings, and perhaps end them. But with the opening of the 
new year efforts will be made to concentrate labor in the 
several congregations, when it is hoped that t.he fruits will 
be gathered. 

THE PRESBYTERY o:r PHILADELPHIA. 

At the last monthly meeting of Ihis body, Rev. B. L. 
Agnew, D.D., was released Irom the pastorate of Bethle­
hem ch uroh to take the office of secretary of the Board of 
Ministerial Relief. The acceptance of this position by the 
v'ce.moderator of the General Assembly, whose euccessful 
career as a pastor is well known, argues well for the Board. 
It has already accomplished much, but it is to be hoped 
that Dr. Agnew will be able to Increase its usefuluess. It 
has always seemed to the writer, that there is a large num­
ber ot influential members of our churches who only need 
to have their attention directed to its special operations 
in order to enlist their contributions. Among them are 
eons and daughters :of the manse, whose early years were 
spent where res allgusli domi was an expelience not forgot. 
ten, since God's providence has lifted them above it. It 
must be a grateful thing for such to minister to widows 
and orphans and to venerable ministers who are depend­
ent for comfort on thi3 lund. It will be a day to be re­
membered, when pensioners on it will receive a dividend 
from it equal to the average salary of the ministry. Dr, 
Agnew's advent to the secretaryship is a fitting occasion 
fol" i!~ friends to rally to its renewed support, with the 
hope lIlat it will soon have adequate resources to fulfill the 
lIUTPO,t' of its foundersl 

THlC MID-CON1"INENT. 

Among the matters of interest before the Presbytery was 
the appo'ntment of a committee on the erection of a 
church building on alot adjoining a Baptist church, against 
the injunction of the Presbytery. This involves the rela­
tion 01 the trustees of ch urch proper! y to the Presbytery. 
It also involves questions of contract and the obligations 01 
the Presbytery to insure the church against loss in case of 
obedience to its injunction. The report of the committee 
is not yet made. bat it is to be hoped that it will find some 
way to adjust the difficulty. 

IN THE MINUTES OF THE SY~,OD OF PENNSYLVAl.'IA, 

Tbe narrative on the state of religion by Rev. DeWitt N. 
Benham, Ph.D., of the Prasbytery of Pittsburgh, has at­
tracted deserved attention. One lact aione, of many in­
viting remark, is that though presbyterial reports noticed 
"no general awakening," yet the aggregate of additions ou 
examination was 12,740; above six per cent. of the total 
membership reported. "No other Synod of the United 
States presented as precious a record." This ought to call 
forth J?:ratitude to God and strengthen faith in prayer for 
greater blessing in the future. 

The most urgent interest of the Synod appears in the 
matter of synodical sustentation. Pennsylvania still fails 
to reach independence in its support 01 this cause. But it 
still aims at it with the assurance of hope. There is a 
double necessity for the work, in the number of old 
churches that have sent streams to new localities; and in 
the variety and num bers of foreigners that have swelled the 
population. A special report, by the Rev. J. W. Bischoff, 
emphasized its need among Germans. But a slight knowl­
edge of the State would extend its necessity among the 
Scandinavians, Poles, Russians, Italians and Hungarians 
who have made settlement among us in later years; not t~ 
speak of Chinese, Arabians and Armenians, who are found 
in smaller yet considerable numbers in our midst. We 
must evangelize these or they will dem!>ralize us. And it 
is in this that the cause of Synodical Sustentation finds its 
greatest urgency. The Synod has sufficient resources for 
this work and it is to be hoped that wisdom and zeal will 
soon enable it to overtake it. For this, prayer ought to 
be made in all the churches. 

MURRAY. .... 
VALUABLE TESTnfONY TO FOREIGN 

MISSIONS. 

This letter addressed to Dr. Ellinwood, is from one of the 
most distinguished 01 modern travelers, and one who has 
been converted to the cause 01 Missions since she began her 
travels. Dr. E. says, "this is exceedingly pertinent as show­
ing that one who was at the beginning not specially biased 
In favor of Missions, instead 01 losing her faith in the cause 
by what she has seen, (and she has seen more 01 Missions 
than any other traveler that I know 01 in the last fifty 
years,) has become a most earnest advocate ot the cause. 
Her various publications have shown this as related to 
different fields; and now comes this missionary appeal to 
the Presbyterian church which could hardly be surpass­
ed." 

SEOUL, KOREA, Nov. 2, 1896. 
My DEAR DR. ELLINwoon:-

I thank you very much for your kind letter. In it you 
did not mention to what extent you had been able to 
grant the prayer of the earnest petitioners in Pyeng Yang 
for furtber instructors to be sent. I had hoped that the 
church on which you depend for your supplies of men and 
money would have been so deeply stirred by the news of 
the open door in Western Korea, that it would bave sent 
not only two men but four. Therefore, it was a great di~­
appointment to me on going on board the Genkai Mam, to 
filld that Mr. Whittmore was the Bole result of the earnest 
prayers and pleadings 01 Pyeng Yaug one year ago. 

I came to Korea a fortnight earlier than I had intended 
in order to atteud the Presbyterian Annual Meeting, and 
I am very thankful that I did so, for I have not elsewhere 
Been such an earnest, cheerful, whole-hearted body of men 
and women, with so completely one aim in view and so 
mach in harmony as in tbe way of carrying out_ The dif­
ference of opinion on a few points which did emerge only 
accentuated lhe substantial agreement. 

The accounts of work, specially of that in Pyeng Yang 
district, were absorbingly interesting. The harveat so far 
has lulfilled tbe promise of which I wrote to you on the 
spot nearly a year ago. The hearts of all present burned 
within them as we beard these reports, and the feeling of 
gratitude found fitting expression in the hearty singing of 
the doxology, "Praise God from whom all blessings 
flow." 

But I conless that I feel very bad about the prospects for 
Korean work unless the church awakes to a sense of what 
the situation really is. I have no special interest in Korea, 
snd in the three years of travel now drawing to a close, I 
have visited over one hundred mission stations and am not 
conscious of having felt a greater preliminarJl interest in 
the work at one then at another. To your Board the 
needs of all the stations under your care are probably 
equally presept and claiment. 

But I am bound to say that tbe needs of Korea or rather 
the open'inga in Korea have come to occupy a very out­
standtng place in my thoughts, and I should not be justi­
fied in witbholding my view 01 them from your Board. 

The Pyeng Yang work which I saw last winter and 
which is still going on in much the same way, is the most 
impres.ive mission work I have seen in any part of the 
world. It shows that the Spirit of God still moves on the 
earth, and that the old truths of sin, judgment to come, of 
the Divine justice and love 01 the atonement, and of the 
necessity for holiness, have the same power as in the 
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Apostolic days to transform the lives of men. What I SllW 

and heard there has greatly strengthened my own faith, 
But it is not in PyenJ?: Yang only but here in the Cop' I, 
and especially through the women's work of which Mrs. 
Gifford is such a noble and fllithful represeutalive, that thEl 
seed sown so long in tears is promisiog to yield a harvest 
if the reapers come. And though in lesser degree, there are 
signs elsewhere that the leaven 01 the Gospel is working. 

Eighteen years ago I spent a year in Japan chiefly in 
traveling, and visited missions everywhere. The Gospel was 
working there. There wa9 as great a demand there as at 
Pyeng Yang for Chl'istian teaching, and there was a great 
hope that if the teaching were provided Japan might be on 
its way to be a Christian country. So far at least as Ellg­
land was concerned the appeals for men sent during the 
following year were not responded to. The door which 
was open closed again, and we all know what the present 
state 01 Japan as regards Christianity is. 

Now a door is opened wide in Korea,-how wide only 
those can know who are on the SP)t. Very lnany are pre­
pared to renounce devil worship and to worship the true 
God if only they are taught how; and large numbers more 
who have heard and received the Gospel are earnestly 
craving to be instructed in its rules of holy living. How 
widely the desire is spread and how great the movement 
is, Mr. Hoffett will tell you lar better than I can. I dread 
indescribably that unless many men and woman experi­
enced in winning souls, are sent speedily that the door, 
which the church declines to enter will close again and 
that the last state of Korea will be worse than the fi t. 
The methods of the mission are admirable in the training 
of the Christians to self-help. They are helping them­
selves to tha limit of their means. Also admirable are the 
methods used lor fitting the Koreans to carry the Gospel 
intelligently to their brethren. This work alone requires 
four times the num ber of men already in the field to carry 
it onl Yet on it perhaps more than on any other agency 
hang our hopes for the advancement of Christ's Kingdom 
in Korea. Truly "a great door and effectual" is opened. 
I sadly ask,-is it to close allain? 

Ere this reaches you your J?:reat quadrennial catalysm 
will be over and business men will once more know their 
position. Your church is rich in the silver and gold which 
are the Lord's. The abandonment of a few luxuries on the 
part of your members with an increase in the spirit ofsel'. 
sacrifice might mean eternal salvation to many in Korea. 
but what a fearful responsibility it will be it the door 
closses! At Dr. Guinness' East London Missionary Insti­
tute there are men and women willing to come to Korea if 
a mod-erate sustenance be provided. The money value of 
a ring, of an evening dress, of a carpet, 01 a sea-side trip, 
would support a laborer for a year: I write strongly, I dare 
not apologize. I have beeu compelled to lee1 strongly by 
what I have seen and heard in Korea. 

Yours sincerely and respectfully, 
IS .~B ELLA BISHOP. - .. 

F1SASCIAL OBL1GA1'IO_VS. 

The importance of meeting obligations promptly can 
not be too strongly emphasized. The failure of one per. 
son to pay a debt when due may prevent many persor s 
from doing the same. This was illus .rated by a check 
bearing the endorsement of six business houses that was 
shown us recently. It had paid a debt at a country hotel. 
It was then used to pay a farmer for supplies. He paid it 
to a neighbor on a loan. It was then sent to a commission 
merchant in a city as part of the payment 01 au order for 
goods. The commiesion merchant used it in the payment 
of a note in hank. So it seems that the d i fI~rent holders 
were able to meet their obligations, became the first debt­
or prom ptly paid h is debt. 

Much has been said recently about the limited amonnt 
of money to supply the wants 01 tradE', and the need of in­
creasing the volume of circulation ' to relieve the slrain. 
The need is uot so much more money, but rather the cir­
culalion of that which is in use. Money, or its equivalent, 
has as earning power ouly when circulated, and may re­
present tlle capital of many business men who kept H in 
motion by paying their respective ob' igatiol1s. If it is 
hearded or withheld, it serves no useful purpose, and may 
result in great harm to those wbo have a r ight to expect 
its payment. There is no one Ihing lhat will do more to 
promote business activity than lor every debtor wllo has 
the means to promptly pay what he can. Each payment, 
because of the prevalent methods of busiuess, may mean, 
as in the case of the cheCk, many debts canceled.-Herald 
and P,·esbyter. ...... 

PLATTE PRESBYTERY AND CHURCH 
ERECTION. 

DEAR BRETHREN: 

The Board of Church Erection has to date (Dec. 1st, '96) 
received nothing on this year from twenty-six of our 
churcbe3. Will not the minist~rs and OIfiC(JIS in these 
churches give the congregations at an early date oppor­
tunity to contribute to this worthy cause? It is not b~t 
to put off such a duty till the last moment. At our spring 
meeting ot Presbytery, to be held in Savannah, Mo., we 
hope to be able to report to this cause that has been so 
helpful to us. something froOl each churcb of the Presby­
tery. As churches helped we are obligated to do nothing 
less, aud will it not be done at once? 

HENRY A. SAWYKRS. 
Chairman ofCh. E,·c. Corn. of Platte P,·ea. . -. 

WESTJ,.l1NS'l'ER LEAGUE_ 

Any person interested in the Westminster League will 
be supplied with a sample copy of the Form of Govern­
ment, also a leafiet called .. Why? Because." giving twelve 
reasons why a loague should be estaillisbod in every Pres­
byterian church, by sending a ~wo-cent stamp to tb •• 81" 
Louis Depository, 1516 Locust Street, tit. Louis. 
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([he SamiIy ~ircIe. 

A CHRISTMAS CAROL. 

Lo! a star, ye sages boary! 
Lo! a wondrous star above! 

He is born, the King of Glory: 
He, our wondrous Star of Lovel 

Lord 01 LiCe, Redeemer, Master: 
Loud the Shepherd's welcome rolle: 

He is born, the people's Paator: 
He, the Shepberd of our souls! 

He, a child, and eartb obeys Him! 
Kings to Him their tributes give; 

Rise, ye dead in sin, and praise Him; 
He is born that J1e may live' 

In Tby lo,",ly manger lying, 
Prince of Migbt and Majesty, 

Keep, oh, keep us, living, dying, 
Humble, lowly, meek, like Thee! 

When from earth we fail to borrow 
Peace. for hearts and souls oppressed, 

Child of sorrows, heal our sorrowsl 
8pirit, give our ~pirits restl --
THREE CHRISTMAS GIFTS. 

Let me tell you a tale of the Christmas 
time 

That comes from the legends o!d, 
01 the Magi that came when Christ was 

born, 
With their treasures and gifts of gold. 

'fhe first was a King of the Orient climes­
Melchoir the name he borei 

He has come to worship a mightier King, 
And own HIS dovereign Power. 

But no token comes from the Holy Babe, 
No sign nor word is given, 

"For what are the treasures of all tbe world, 
To the Lord of eartb and Heaven? 

'fhen gaspar next his oilering hrought 
More delicately rare; 

'Twas the fresh and fragrant frankincense 
That spake of love and prayer. 

And the Babe looked down on the kneeling 
form, 

And ilslips jnst seemed to move; 
For dearer to Him than treasures rare, 

Is the incense of our love. 

With a trem bling step and a face of care 
BaJtassar bowed his beadi 

His gift was myrrb, tbe mourner's sign, 
The memorial of the dead. 

It spake of the sorrows his heart had k.nown 
And tbe story of earthly woei 

The heart-ache and the agony 
That humau bosoms know. 

And tbe legend telle that tbe Gentle Babe, 
As if seeming to understand, 

Reacbed out its fingers, received the myrrb, 
And toucbed the mourner's hand. 

Tbat Heart of love had felt the thrill 
Ofeympathetic grief; 

And Christ had begun to drink our myrrh 
And send us His relief. 

-The Rell . ..t. B. Simp!on. --
CHRISTMAS CHIMES FROM rlANY 

CLirlES. 

Christmas is always a season of good 
wishes and loving-kindness. 

n A.merica almost all little children 
bang up their stockings on Christmas 
,,\·e. to be filled by kind old Santa Claus. 
111 Germe-ny they make more of Christ­
'Dl as than they do in America. Every­
"l\ here the Christmas tree is used. 

If a family is too pOOl' to have a whole 
tretl, a eiugle branch only will stand in 
a conspicuous place, hung with a few 
eiruple gifts. 

A week before Christmas St. Nicholas 
visits the children to find out who have 
been good enough to receive the gifts 
the Christ· child will bring them on 
Christmas eve. 

It is a very usual thing to Bee on a 
German Christmas tree, Wf\V -up in the 
very topmost brancb, an inlii~e or doll 
representing the Christ-child, while be­
low are sometimes placed other images 
representing angels with outspread 
wings. 

After tbe tree is lighted the family 
gather round it and sing a Christmas 
hymn. .. 

-... 

THE MID-CONTINENT. 

In France ruay be almoat universally 
seen representations of tbe manger in 
which Christ was born, with fi!lures of 
Mary and Joeoph and the child Jesus, 
and the cattle feeding near by. Often 
these representations are decorated 
with flowerp, and liihted candles burn 
softly before them. 

.In Norway the people have a delight­
ful custom of putting on the roof of the 
barn, or on a pole in the yard, a large 
sheaf of wheat lor the birds, who fully 
appreciate their Christmas feast. 

In England almost everyone who can 
do eo has a family party on Christmas 
eve. Young and old join in the games, 
many of which belong eRpecially to 
Christmas time. From the ceiling of 
one of the rooms a large bunch of mist­
letoe is hung. If any little maid is 
caught standing under it, tbe one who 
catches her bas a right to take a liES 
from her rosy lips. 

In Holland the little Dutch girl puts 
her wooden shoe in the chimney place 
ready for gifts just as the little Ameri­
can girl hangs up her stocking. 

And so in some way, all over the 
Christian world on the eve of the 
twenty-fifth day of December, the birth 
of our LOl'd Jesus Christ is celebrated. 
Everywhere the Christmas chimes are 
ringing out the message the angels 
brought to Bethlehem: "Peace on earth, 
good-will to men."-Florida GMistian 
Advocate. - .. 

THE CHRISTrlAS TREE. 

In thousands of Christian homes the 
Christmas Tree will be at the coming 
fea ti val a center of deligbt. The ever­
~reen tree with its burnin!! tapers will 
afford the keenest pleasure to young and 
old. It is surely worth while to bring 
the tree from the forest and to decorate 
it as beautifully as affection can suggest, 
if only to stren!!then the bonds of the 
household, and to give the children an 
innocent pleasure which will linger as a 
sweet recollection to the end of life. 

There are some people wbo regard the 
Christmas tree all depreciated by the 
fact that it cannot be said to be ex­
clusively of Christian origin. It is 
known that befor(l the introduction of 
Christianity the Germans sonetimes 
brought Yule-trees from the forest and 
decorate;! them lor their festivals. 
What they were intended to symbolize 
it is now impossible to say, but that it 
was nut evil is evident from the fact 
that they were not repudiated by Chris­
tians, and that for more than a thou­
sand years the Christmas tree has 
served as an object lesson in teaching 
precious truth. It is surely. not discre­
ditable to tbe Christian church that she 
took up something bere and there from 
the heathen; but it is her glory that she 
has been able to employ it for the 
!lrandest purposes of the kingdom of 
God. 

An eminent minister in diecoursing 
on the significance of the Christmas 
tree represented it as an emblem of our 
Lord Himself. He is in Scripture called 
the Branch and the Rod of Jesse. The 
tree of lite in the garden of Eden was a 
type of Him who is the Tree of life eter­
nal. The evergreen branch which dec­
orates the Christian home represents 
Him who remains unchanged throujth­
out all the ages. 'Ihe lights that sbine 
among the branches of the tree that 
glorifies our homes on Christmas eve 
are but a symbol of Him wbo is the true 
light of the world; without Him all 
would be darkness, without a ray of cel­
estial hope. At the time of the Incar­
nation the woz:ld had reached its lowest 
depths; but the Light sbone into the 
darkness, and the Light was the Life of 
men. Ever since the appearance of 
that light men have not been left to 
walk excluaively in darkness. Though 
there have been time. of deep de­
pression, the light that first ahone at 
Bethlebem bas remained to guide the 

-

earnest, loving soul. Tbe gifts which 
in our homes are grouped around the 
Christmas tree, are but reminders of the 
!!rander and more glorious gifts which 
God has given us in Jesus Christ. The 
message of the angels has not lost its 
significance. "Fear not," paid the shin­
ing messenger; and through the grace 
which has been given us, we no longer 
dread the darkness. We have received 
a message of glad tidings; for "unto us 
is born this cay in the city of David a 
Saviour which is Christ the Lorti."­
Sel. 

--
HINTS FOR CHRISTMAS. 

At this season everybody is thinking 
of the coming of Christmas. I think it 
is the most deli!lhtful season in the 
whole year. One is always happening 
upon beautiful mysteries. You enter a 
room, and you see somebody hastily 
covering up "I'hat she is doin!! that you 
may not observe it, or you hear people 
in the family talking in low and coufi­
den tial tones. 

But it is charming to save up one's 
money and spend one's spare time in 
preparing presents for those one loves. 
The charm of a present is in its suiting 
the person who receives it. As 8 rule, a 
grandmother does not care for preci~ely 
the Bame sort of thing that is agreeable 
to a child of ten. You would not 2ive a 
pair of skates to a cripple, nor a book of 
fairly tales to a grave elderly person who 
would probably prefer a eober history. 

It is nice, if possible, to make one's 
presents with one's own hands, because 
nothing is so delightful as to receive a 
gift into which love and thought have 
lIone. If I find in my Christmas stock­
ing some daintv lace 'i\hich a dear girl 
has been kuitting for me, or a beautiful 
scarf for my head, then I know that she 
thought of me a long time before, and 
planned what to do for me. A set of 
dollies, towels embroidered with a 
pretty device or a monogram, a dainty 
handkerchief, a pair of bedside slippers, 
a little c8f1e in which to ke'3p a fountain 
pen; lor a gentleman, a shaving case; a 
box of paints for a child; a pretty game 
or some beautiful little thing in silver 
-will mal!:e happy the one on whom 
you bestow it. And books make charm­
ing gifts; so does a calendar.-Harper's 
Young People. .... 

"Brown's Bronchial Tt'oche," are un­
equaled for clearing the voice. Public 
speakers and singers the world over use 
them. .. -
HOrlE-rlADE CHRISTMAS GIFTS. 

Somethinlt unique and convenient is 
the folding waste-paper box or basket, 
so easily packed in the truuk when 
going for a visit or a short stay any­
where. To make this basket, take 
heavy card-board and cut eight pieces, 
each about eight inches equare; cover 
them with plain or fi!!ured duck or linen 
-a deep golden brown flecked wilh dull 
red and yellow is artistIC. Cover the 
eight pieces and overhand them finely 
together in pairs, so that the four aides 
of the basket are formed. Make a sim­
ilar fifth equare for the bottom. In 
overbanding the pairs together leave 
one side of each square open nntil a 
piece of the duck has been slipped be­
tween. The outer edge of this piece of 
.luck slip between the pieces forming 
the bottom Equare, and leave enough 
loose so that tbe fOUl' "ides can have 
play to fold down on the bottom, one 
square over the other. To have the 
basket in readiness for use, tie the four 
sides together at the top corners with 
bows of satin ribbon two inches wide.­
Harper's Bazar. 

--False Economy 
Is practiced by people who buy inferior ar­
ticles of food. The Gail Borden Eagle 
Brand Condensed Milk is the best infant 
food. Infant Health is the title of a val­
uable pamphlet for mothera. Sent free by 
New York Oondensed Milk Co., N. Y. 
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Awarded 
Highest Honors-Wor~d's Faw. 

-DR; 

CREAM 
(j 

MOST PERFECT MADE. 
.\ pure Grape Cream of Tartar Pow.:ler. Pre~ 
from Ammonia, Alum or any o~her adulterant, 

40 YEARS TYE STM'DARD. --

CHRISTMAS "DONT'S". 

Don't give preeents after Yilt have 
complained for '\'feeks to all your 1riends 
about the nuisance of Ihe custom. 
Christmas can be celebrated other ways, 
and giving gifts ungraciously is Olle of 
the most graceless lhings in Ihe world. 
If you will !live them and still hate to, 
keep your hate a secret. 

Don't take the tone that you are "cut 
up" if some one for whom you have 
nothing gives you a preeent. The thing 
is not supposed to be a matter of bar­
gaining; preserve a decent semblance of 
a Christmas spirit, and repay the obliga­
tion, not bv a tardy responding gift, but 
in some other way at Eome other time if 
you want to. 

Don't give anyone bric·a-brsc or pic­
tures unless you are morally sure you 
know his taste. PreEents that must be 
displayed are apt to b'3 a great strain o~ 
the affections; no mattflr how the re­
ceiver may bate them, he must father 
them and deface his rooms with them, 
or insult the giver. Now a book, f01' in­
stance, even if the recei ver don't like it 
and don't want it, can be tucked away 
amonlt other books and forgotten, but 
an ugly vase we bave always with us­
at leaat till we can plausibly meet with 
an accident and smash it. Don't write 
your name or anybody else's on cards if 
you send tbem; no one can keep a lot of 
such truck, and it is often highly con­
venien t just to Bend it on its travels to 
carry Christmas greeting to other peo­
ple; and ~by not? 

Don't give presents in the wrappings 
they were sent fro.o the shop in; it is 
like throwing a booe to a dog; lesa ex­
pensive presen ts and a little fancy paper 
and ribbon and a few sprays of holly and 
mistletoe administered with taste will be 
a deal more satisfactory and Christ­
masy. 

Don't neglect to lay in a stock of eome 
simple things like handkerchiefs and 
sachet bags for unexpected emergencies, 
if you like to meet various people with 
a reasonable token. 

Don't put everything off to the last, 
because you had better for the joy of 
your friends give nothing than to wear 
yourself out and be as cross as two 
sticks when the blessed day comes. 

Don't oppress children who are sat­
iated to sadness with toys already by 
giving them more; there are other ways 
of making them happy, or if there are 
not it is because they are satiated with 
every pleasure and are the most pitiful 
beings alive; in that caee let them try 
doing something for poor children who 
are blessed in powers of enjoyment, and 
see if the capacity won't prove catching. 

.... -
Death from Use of Tobacco. 

The tobacco poisoned heart stops without 
warning. olten on the str. et. SU RE-QUJT 
an Bntidote chewing gum overcome~ tbe 
craving. No sickness, no starving, efford­
ng safe Bnd prompt relief. Try it to-day. 
00. a box. nearly all drug~i8ts. BCH·'glet 
ee. Eureka Chemical Co., Det roil, Mich. 
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~ ~~!!~hHY~Pr!~,t!~~1 '~ food, Thin propl" poople with po<»' blood, who .,e easily f 
, shaken by a cold wind, take Scott's Emulsion. It makes i 
~ good blood, improves the appetite, increases flesh, furnishes 
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~ coughs, and exposures. 
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and I got for to lock de door. De 
mist'ess think a ole black bu'glar got 
up here ef I don't lock de door." 

Then a sudden light came into the 
eyes of Uncld Denis, and be cackled al­
most silen tly. "I tell you what; any­
body in dis nussery got a bit of string," 

"I have," said Willie. "Whatdo you 
want it for Uncle Denis?" 

"I gwine to hang it out de winder for 
de Criss Kin\tle to climb up on," said 
the old man. 

In a large old-fashioned nuraery five 
children were very miserable together 
one Christmas eve. Now and then the 
larger of the two boys brought his fist 
down energetically upon the nursery 
floor. Willie Hodges wa~ sittinK with 
his short legs wide apart, and he brought 
his fist down between them. Each 
time Willie thumped the nursery floor 
he cried out bitterly, "I don't believe bed," she said; "you've been undressed 
ill" for tbe past hour." Then ehe went out 

pappy and mammy, dey's far enough 
away dis year. You-all aint feard he 
ain't comin', is you?" 

They were happy children after 
Uncle Danis fastened the string, a Id 
helped them back into their beds. Tney 
fell asleep to the soft footfall or the 
memory of it upon the house stairs. 

Claudia J erllsha, nursing her dolly, and locked the door. 
swayed mournfully to and fro in her Tbere was silence for a minute in the 
smnll rocking-chair wit.h the high, red nursery before Joe said, "When Santa 
"'elvet back. Claus finds the fireboard in tight and 

"You let the door stay open when you 
!!O out, won't you, Uncle Denis," asked 
Willie. 

It wae: very early on Christmas morn­
ing when Miss Jerusha turned the key 
in the nursery door and entered the 
room; but she had heard the uproar in 
the room already. Her five nieces all d 
nephews were sitting up in their beds 
Before each were the contents of the 
emptied stockings. 

"You shan't know anything about 
it," murmured Claudia Jerusha, press­
inl!: Miss Clarinda, the doll, close to her 
heavini little bosom. "You shall wake 
up in the morning and find my own 
l!:old breastpin in your stocking!" 

Stretched out before the little wood 
stove, gazing with large, tearful eyes 
into the glowing coals, that showed 
themselves at the "draft" and occasion­
ally tumbled forward upon the hearth, 
was Isabel Hodges, the plumper of the 
twins. 

"I wish mother would come home," 
whispered Isabel; and then she rolled 
over the nursery floor to the thin little 
twin and put her arms about her. 
"Don't you wish mother would come 
home, l.ggie?" she asked. 

('Why don't my mother come home?" 
whimpered Aggie, and thereupon the 
twins began to weep. 

The sound of their weeping grew and 
grew. Claudia wailed to her dolly; 
Willie banged his head upon the floor, 
and little Joe, away off in a corner, set 
up a regular howl. Then the nursery 

-d')or opened and Miss Jerusha came 
in. 

"Stuff and nonsensel" exclaimed Miss 
Jerusha. "I never knew before that 
chilc1ren were so very silly. But I have 
said to Joe time and again that it was a 
shame to feed you on fairy tales." 

Whpn Miss Jerusha called their 
lather "J oe," the young Hodgeses, who 
had quieted a little when she came in, 
b ogan to wail afresh. To have a father 
who was far, far away called "Joe," 
just as if he were a boy; oh, it was mis­
erable! 

"It isn't a fairy tale about Santa 
Clau-!" murmured the twin, who had 
rolled away from the beantiful sight of 
the coals tumbling out on the stove 
hearth. "He's come here every year 
ye tl" 

"Ob, go 'longl" exclaimed Miss 
Jerl1 ~ha. She stood up tall and gaunt 
and gazed around on her nephews and 
nipceq • "I preceive that a practicalles­
B m is essential in order to get rid of all 
t':J. e visionary stuff that Joe and your 
mother have been crowding into your 
b"l\ inp," she said. "When you find 
y onr s tockings empty to-morrow morn­
illlZ, blame them, not me." 

She went to the fireboard and shook 
it to make sure that it was firmly in 
place. "No one is to loosen the fire­
board, remember!" 

Oh, it wae, indeed, an awful Christ­
mas eve. 

('Santa Claus isn't going 10 mind," 
said Willie, hopefully. "He will come 
up the steps and through the door." 

"RClver won't bite the little reindeer," 
said Aggie, tenderly, "and the monkey 
helping to drive will tell Rover that it's 
Santa Olaus." 

Miss Jerusha put har fingers to her 
ears. "I am goinlt to lock the doorl" 
Those were her next ominolls words. 

"He can creep through the key hole," 
saill Joe. 

Mi~15 J erusba deliberately turned the 
metal flap over the keyhole. 

"lIlow everyone of you jump into 

-----~---

the door locked, he'll think we don't 
want him. I wish father and mother 
would come home and Aunt Jerusha 
would go awayl" 

Claudia Jerusha sat up in bed. 
"Suppose Aunt Jerusha is right?" she 
said; feverishly. "Suppose there isn't 
any Santa Claus? Suppose it really was 
father and mother all the time?" 

"I don't believe it," said Willie. 
"But, when he finds the fireboard is 

tight and the door locked, he'll think 
we don't want him," sobbed the fat 
little twin. "Oh, I wish we could move 
the fireboard a little!" 

"He won't bring us anything unless 
we are good," said Claudia, "and 
mother told us to mind every word that 
Aunt Jerusha said." 

"But she didn't know about the fire­
board!" sobbed little Joe. 

There was some one else in the large 
old house who was almost as unhappy 
as the children. Uncle Denis, down in 
the kitchen, couldn't enjoy his pipe. 
His withered hands trembled as he 
took from his pocket a bunch of keys 
and shumed them thoughtfully. 

"Tell dem chillens dar aint no Santa 
Clausl" he muttered. "Dat was a 

"1'se got for to lock de door," said 
Uncle Denis; "but CriES Kingle he 
boun' for to git here somehow. You 
leeUe cbillens up here in de nussery, 
you don't hear nofin' 'bout de hard 
times, I reckon?" I got to tell you 
som'n 'bout de bard times!" 

The children came very cloee to him, 
and he took little Joe ·in his lap and 
coddled the little bare feet in his black 
band. 

"De ole Criss Ringle dis year," said 
Uncle Denis, "he been smokin' mor'n 
he oU2ht to, and he been a-chawin' 
more tobacco'n he ought to. He say to 
ole Mis' Criss Kingle last night, he 
eay, 'I can't give no sech fine presents 
like I done give last year, 1 can't do it; 
I been spendin' too much money.' 
Some de things dat ole man gwine to 
tote in dilil here nussery to-night '11 make 
you aIls laugh, I reckonl" 

He.looked at the cbildren wistfully as 
he finished. They smiled back at him. 

"We're not going to laugh at any­
thing he brings us," said Willie. 

"N 0, indeedie," said the fat little 
twin. 

"Tell us something more he eaid to 
old Mrs. Criss Kingle," said little Joe. 

scarecrow trick. So she done locked "He say to ole Mis' Criss Ringle," 
de 1Iussery door and hammered in de continued Uncle Denie,·"yo' gotto bake 
fireboardl She's no kind of a pesson for some lee tie cakes and he'p me out. You 
to leave in care '0 chillens, 1's gwine got to bake some leetle hossy cakes, and 
up to de nussery," he said, nodding dog cakes, and pig cakes, and bear 
about. cakes, find rat cakee; you got to he'p me 

The colored woman in the kitchen out, and Mia' Criss Kingle she say she 
laughed softly as Uncle Denis crept WOUld." 
cautiously out the door. "Will she make cakes something like 

"Dem chillens aint gwine to suffer Aunt Kitty's?" asked Joe. 
while dey's got Uncle Denis," said the It was delicious to lie there in Uncle 
turbaned cook. "He's mighty mad I Denis's arms, and know for sure that 
'bout dis Cries Kingle business. He Santa Claus wasn't going to forget 
reckon de pappy and de mammy's de them. 

Never before hadCris9 Ringle brought 
such dear funny little thinga as they 
found in those stockings-lots and lots 
of tiny tin spoons and forks, and little 
tin buckets and soldiers, and littlij 
rakes and hoes; and a candy pepper­
mint baeket for each one. 

"I should say Mrs. CriES Kingle can 
make cakes better than Aunt Kitty!" 
said the thin little twin, holding up a 
funny little cake man with a hat and 
boots. 

"I should say she canl" said the little 
fat twin, laughing softly over a ginger­
cake baby. 

"It is the nicest Christmas we ever 
had, Aunt Jerusha," said Claudia 
Jerusha; "the very, very nicest." 

"He got up on the string hanging out 
the window," explained Willie, in ans­
wer to Miss Jerusha's dumb look of 
surprise. 

Miss Jerusha w~nt to the window· in­
dicated by little Joe's fat finger, and 
looked ont. She saw fluttering below 
her a delicate cotton string. And when 
Miss Jerusha turned around to her 
nephews and nieces again they saw that 
she, too, believed in the dear old Criss 
Kingle.-Louise R. Baker. .... 

Winter Tourilt Tioket!, 
Nowon sale via the Iron Mountai~ rou~e 
to certain health and pleasure POlDtS. In 
Louisiana, Texas, Old and New MeXICO, 
and excursion tickets on sale all the yea! 
around to Hot Springs, A.rkansas and Call· 
fornia points. 

- -
ones to say if ole Santy livin' or no." The children brought their stockings . An Experienced Lady 

Uncle Denis crept cautiously up the and watched Uncle Denis as he hun~ ! Stenographer 
house-steps until he came to the nur- them in "a plain row" on the chimney- I • • 

h h ·ld 1· . th' b d . and office assistant, who can furnish hlgh-
sery. T e c I re~, ymg III el: e s, piece. est references from present St. Lon~s ~m. 
listened to the fittmg of a key m the "If you would pull the fireboard out a ployers, would like to hear of any.slmllar 
lock of the nursery door. little it wouhl't matter" said Willie. opening from Jan. 1st. For parLiculars, 

, address Scare MID·CONTINENT, 1516 Locust 
"It's Santa Claus," whispered Willie; "I dassen't do it," said Uncle Denis, Street, St:'Louis, Mo. 

"ifhe finds us awake he won't give ~s 
anything." 

Little Joe, who was very much afraid 
of meeting Santa Claus face to face, 
shut his eyes very tight and covered up 
his head; but the little thin twin said 
bravely, "1 would rather it would be 
good Santa Claus than Aunt Jerusha." 

FORTVVEARS INCHINA. 
BY REV. R; H. GRA. VES, D. D., UISSIONA.RY IN CHINA.. 

316 Pages 31 full palle photo-graveur illustrations, beautifully bound in cloth. 
A. splen'dtd {1hrJ!!ItmRs gUt. Regular price everywhere $1.50. Our 

special price 75 cents. 1)08tpaid. Address, The MID··CONTINENT. 
The young Hodges, however, were 

very much relieved when Uncle Denis's I 
black head preceded his brown-clad ~!!'!!!!!!!!!!!!!'!!!!!!'!!!!!!'!!!!!!'!!!!!!'!!!!!!'!!!!!!'!!!!!!'!!!!!!'!!!!!!'!!!!~~!'!!!!!!!'!!!!!!'!!!!!!'!!!!!!'!!!!!!'!!!!==!!'!!!!=!!'!!!!=!!'!!!!!!'!!!!=!!'!!!!!!'!!!!!!'!!!!~ 
boely into the room. 

"Sh-6-s-5·6-6! Land se.kes alive, don't 
say nofin' out loud," ordered Uncle 
Denis, in a mysterious whisper. "I 
come up for to talk over dis here Criss 
Kingle business. Your Aunt Jerushy, 
she say for sure he wa'n't comin'?" II 

"Uncle Denis," said Claudia, winking 
and blinking her big eyes, "Aunt I 
Jerusha says there isn't any Santa ! 
Claus. She says that father and mother II 

filled our stockings." 
"Perhaps people that haven't any I 

children don't know," suggested I 
Ag~ie. 

"Dat's so!" cried Uncle Denis. "Your I 

1 Su~d.aY 1 00,000 School 

TEACHERS 

on the International Sunday-S<:hoQl LessIJns 
tor inspiration and instructio!J_ 

Price, ':lotb, $,.2S-
SEND t:'OR SPCCU,'£N PAGt:S. 

W. A. WILDE « CO. , • BOSTON. 
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ministers anb <[hurches. 

ST.lOUIS AND VICINITY. 
At the last communion service in the 

Clifton Hpigbts church, tbe pa&tor, the 
Rev. J . A . Gale/!her, received five new 
members in fellowship; baptizing one adult. 

MISSOURI. 
KANSAS CITY, PRESBYTERIAN MINISTERS' 

ALLIANCE -At the meeting on Monday 
December 14, Rev, Cbarles W. Hays, of the 
Western Highlands Church, Kansas City, 
Kansas, read a paper on the question, 
"What shall be done with members who 
remove permanently from the bounds of 
the church to which tbey belong without 
taking leiters to the church within whose 
bounds they live?" The writer stated that 
there were many 8uch cases. and tbat pas­
tors sometimes advised their members to 
retain their membership in the church from 
which they had removed, and whose ser­
vices tbey could not possibly attend. He 
expressed a liking for the provision :>1 the 
Southern Presbyterian cburch which gives 
to the sessions of churcbes within whose 
bounds such mem bers live j urisdloation over 
them. The paper was highly commended, 
and elicited a good deal of discussion all on 
one side. It WIlS the unanimous opinion 01 
the pastors present that pastors should ad­
vise their members when removing perman­
ently to take their letters to the chnrches 
whithin whose bounds they expect to re­
side. 

The Alliance discussed the question as to 
whether there should be an effort to carry 
out the program of the various boards of 
Foreign Missions for the second week of 
Janusry. The question will be decided at 
an adj ourned meeting December 28th. 

The sons of a wealthy brewer propose to 
erect a monument to the memory of their 
father at the intersection of Main, Delaware 
and Ninth streets, known as the Junction. 
It is to be in the form 01 what is called an 
exhaedra, which is said to mean a shelter, 
and it is promised that it sball be a work 01 
art. It looks to many like an advertise­
ment of tbe brewing business. The Alli­
ance unanimously adopted the follovdng 
resolntion pre posed by Drs. Jenkins, Neel 
and White, as expressive of their view on 
the su bject: 

Rpsolved by the Ministerial Alliance of 
the Presbyterian churcbes, that it is con­
trary to a sound and just public policy for 
the city to permit the use ot its streets and 
public spaces for promoting private inter· 
ests; and that the few sach places owned by 
the city should contain permanent memor· 
ials only 01 sucb citizens as have been emin­
ent for their service to the State. 
MINNESOTA 

ROUND LAKE-This churcb is prospering 
under the cllre of Rev. H. C. OarLer, an 
evangeiical Q laker, resident bere, who has 
served tor a Yfar with small compensation, 
and with out aid from the Board. Twelve 
mem bers were received last Sunday as the 
partial lruit his labors. 

HERON LAKE.-Rev. C. E . Davenport, bas 
given up his work at Kinbear lind Dunder 
and will devote himself entirely to tbe 
development of this important field. A 
new church edifice is almost completed. 

KIMB RAE.-Rev. Robt. Twefld, has moved 
into the parsonage and begun work with 
this church together witb two other points. 

ISLAND LAKE.-This church has suBered 
a great loss by the return to Scotland, of 
some of ils most influential members. A 
beautiful house of worship wa~ recently 
dedicated. 

D ULuTB.-The First churcb, Rev. Dr. 
Cleveland, pastor, lately received 25 addi­
tions to its membership. Tbe church more­
over has been paying off old indebtedness 
on the property. 

Catarrh Cannot be Cured 
with LOCAL APPLICATIONS, as they 
cannot reach the seat of the disease. Ca­
tarrh is a blood or constitutional disease, 
and in order to cure it you must take inter­
nal remedies. Hall's Catarrh cure is taken 
in tern ally , and acts directly on the blood 
and mucous surfaces. Hall's Oatarrh cure 
is not a quack medicine. It was prescribed 
by one 01 the best physicians in tbis coun­
tJy for years, and is a regular prescription. 
It is composed of the best tonics known, 
com bined with the best blood purifiers, 
acting directly on the mucous Burfaces. 
The perfect combination of the two ingre· 
dients is wbat produces such wonderful re­
sults in curing Catarrh. Send for testimo­
nials free. 

F. J. CHENEY &I CO., Props., Toledo, O. 
Sold by druggists, price 75c. 

Hall 's Family Pills are the best. 
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NEBRASKA. 
KENESAW AND BlITBEL.-Lately the Bethel 

church, part of Rev. C. H. Bronillette's 
charge was thorougbly renovated. Inside 
and outside it was made a new building 
with an outlay of only $58 in casb, but 
about 60 days' work were donated, the pas· 
tor himselt giviug 17 days. The Kenesaw 
church underwent a similar treatment a 
year ago. So we now have two neat com­
fortable churches, ~ood meetings, reaSOD3 
to be encouraged. But we need more spirit­
uality. 

CORDoN.-For the last few months this 
cburcb bas been under the pastoral care of 
the Rev. David Cas tier, who has taken this 
fi eld in addition to the work at Rusbville, 
for the purpose of saving the sacred funds 
of the Home Mission Board. Since he 
began regular services the people have been 
encouraged to complete their house of 
worship by the purchase of oak pews, and 
handsome pulpit cbairs, so that the build­
ing is now ready for the formal dedication 
services. 

LEXINOToN.-The lahors of tbe Rev. J. C. 
Redding at this place came to a close some 
weeks since. The meetings were largly at· 
tended, the place of business being closed 
early in the evening to give the people the 
opport nnity to be present at the preaching 
service, which were very impressive. Many 
peraons have been brought to Christ 
through his faithful efforts, 

MORRISOli'VILLl:.-Rev. E. N. Ware who 
has supplied this church for some months, 
has le lt, having accep ted a call from the 
churc~ in Bed tord, Iowa. 

MATTOoN.-The Synodical Evangelist, 
Rev. J. H. R r, se, has completed hie engage­
ment in the Mattoon Presbytery. He held 
meetin~s at Greenup, in conjunction with 
the pastor, Rev. E. P. Rankin. at Pleabant 
Prairie, with the Pastor. Rev. 8:. W. Fisher, 
and at York, with the Pastor, Rev. O. Bris· 
tol. In each of these places the meetings, 
lasting about two weeks, were very 8;]CCeS8' 
ful. The church members were quickened 
and encouraged, and the careless awaken· 
ed with a goodly number of conversions. 
Mr. Rose's methods arB simple and quiet, 
but he draws and holds full houses, and in­
terests all classes. The Syn od 's Committee 
is to be congratulated in securing him for 
this work, as he is evidently the right man 
for the place. He excels in the pastoral su­
pervision of vacant churches, and in stiring 
tbem up to increased effort financially.-S . 
M. M., C1t.m. H. lJ[.Com. Mattoon Pre&bytery. 

OLNEY.-Evangelist Williams i! conduct· 
ing a union meeting here. Seventy persons 
have already expressed in different ways 
their desire to lead the new life. 
INDIANA. 

LAGRANGE. - Rev. E. L. Williams, 
Evangelist, has recently conducted a series 
of meetings here. Some sixty persons 
Signified their intention of leading the new 
Iile. 01 that number thirty-seven have been 
received into the church. WOOD RIVER -At the close of a series of 

evangelistiC meetings beld in our churoh 
here by the Rev. J. C. Redding, the pastor, HANOVER.-The Presbytery of New AI­
Rev. S. R. Belville, received into cburch bany, Del'. 7tb, released the Rev. W. S. 
fel1owsb1p eighteen new members, eight of Barnes, by a dissolution of his pastorate 
whom received the ordinance of baptism. of the First church of Madison, Mr. Barnes 
Amoug tbose accessions were ten heads of having received II call from the First church 
families. 'fhis large nddition, all on confes- 01 Council Bluffd. With no little sorrow of 
sion of faith, has given OUf people fresb henrt the church concurred in the request 
courage to push forward the work in tbis of their pastor. In dismissing Mr. Barnes 
commullity. Others will doubtless profess to the Presbytery put upon record their 
their laith in the near future. high appreCiation 01 him as an able minis-

FULLERToN.-The Dlany friends of the ter of the Gospel; a successful pastor and a 
II d 1 faithful presbyter.-S. C.-One of the ora-

Rev. John C. Irwin wi be please to earn torical contests of Hanover College occnrred 
that his health has been so much improved in the Presbyterian church ot Hanover, 
that he is able to occupy the pulpit of our Ind., on the night of Dec. 10th. The con­
church here. where he labored so many test was in the first place for a prize ot fifty 
years as tbe first J astor. He moved here d II b d h b t' d 
on account of continued ill health, and of 0 ara to e awarde to tees wnter an 
late has continued to make improvement. speaker. In the secoud place the successful 

. dl h d th t h b contestant won a place in tbe State orator-I!. IS fon y ope . a e may s<?on ~ en- ical contest in Indianapolis, in January, in 
brely restored to hiS lormer phYSICal vigor .• which the best writers and speakers of the 

'

I WlN-NEBAGO AGENCY.-Since the meeting difIerent colleges of the State ~ake part. 
of synod. the Rev. W. T. Findley of our The 8uc~essful contestan~ on thiS. occasIOn 
church here has been carrying forward was E . .K Planet, of Manon, Indlana.-A. 

I evan/!elhtill meetings among the settll!rs on Y. U. 
the Reservation, assisted by S. S. Mission- ROCKFIELD.-An interesting meeting is 
ary Mr. W. D. Reaugh and Rev. L. W. . . h P b t' h h 
Scndder, Rev. Allen W.Comstock 01 Pender now 1n progress 10 teres yerIan c urc 

of Rockfield. The pastor, Rev. A. E. 
also assisted four evenings. Eleven new Ewers is assisted by the Rev. A. G. Ellgli­
members have been received into the Emer- son of Winterset, Ohio, who is devoting his 
son church as a result of these special ser- time to evangelistic work. Any pastor or 
vices, and at a point near Flournoy tbere church wishing his services, can address 
are a score 01 persons who wish to profess him at Rockfield for a short time; he offers 
their fRith in Christ, and be joined together his services without charge save lor ex. 
in a ch urch organization. 'fbis will prob-
ably be accomplished as soon as the Com- penses. 
mittee of Presbytery haVing the matter in NEW JBRSEY. 
charge can give the proper directions. A 
series of meeting~ at the Agency has been 
begun, and it is boped that many of the In­
dians may be brought to Christ. 

BJ:ATRIOB.-The pastor of our First church 
at this place,preaclled his fourth anniversary 
sermon on the first Sabbath of this month . 
During the four years of this pastorate, the 
Rev. Dr. J. D. Countermine has received in· 
to church fellowship over four hundred 
persons, has attended forty-two furnerals 
and hilS united in marriage thirty-five 
couples. Two of the young men of the 
church have been ordained as ministers, an 
one is in the Senior class in the McCormick 
Seminary. During the four years the con· 
gregation bag contributed to all purposes 
the magnificent Bum of over $36.000. 
A bout $40CO of this amount has been con­
tributed for religiOUS and educational work 
outside of Ihe 10ce.1 church. A mission S.S. 
has been well sustained. There are three 
Cbristian Endeavor socities, all of wbich 
are in a flouri~hing condition. One of thes'e 
societies is taking steps to support. a native 
missionary in India. Tbe ladies of the 
church are wide awake and aggressive ih 
their misaionary endeovors. The home 
Sabbath school is largely attended, and con­
tributes to both home and foreign m ission 
work. Both the manse and the elegp,nt 
house of worship have been erected during 
the last four years. Both pastor and people 
have great reason to "Thank God and take 
courage." 

ILLINOIS 
SHltLBYVILLE.-Rev. Wru. H. Lloyd after 

six yeal's 01 successful pastorate, has re­
signed, and preaobed his farewell sermon 
Dec. 20th. He goes immediately to Brook­
lyn, N. Y., where he has a brother in the 

I ministry. 

WENENAB.-The FiratPresbyterian church 
has extended II unanimouB call to Rev. R. 
Hilliard Gage of Boutb Orange, N. J. Mr. 
Gage began his labors in Wenonah on Sab­
bath, Dec. 13th. 

COLORADO. 

FORT MORGAN,-Rev. C. B,Ward preached 
the anniversary sermon of his work here. 
There nave been 35 additions to the churcb, 
1() by profesBion. Contributions bave been 
made to all boards. 

CHANGE OF ADDRBSS. 
Rev. J. M. Smith, from Walnut, Iowa, to 

Conrad, of same State. 
Rev. James Lafferty, from LutesviJIe, 

Mo., (0 Washington, 01 same State. 
Rev. A. M. Elliot, late of El Paso, TUIIS, 

may now be addressed at Tower Hill, Ill., 
In Matloon Presbytery. 

<D&ituaries. 
[For obituary notices of ministers, o. 

those of their families, no charge is mader 
For others-except · the simple death an­
nouncement which is free,-a necessary 
charge of 5 cents per line (average 8 words) 
is made; money to be sent with the obituary 
manuscript.1 

REV. JOHN N. McCLUNG. 

INSURE! 
YOUR L1FE IN THE 

Connecticut Mutual 

The Rev, John N. McClung, died at 
Springfield. Mo., Dec. 7, 1896, alter a linger­
ing illness of several months. Brother 
McClung was born in Adams County, Obio, 
Sept. 24,1831, gradnated from Miami Uni. 
versity, 1856, and married, Sept. 30th, of 
the same year, Penelope Taylor, at Bain­
bridge, Ohio. He was admitted to the bar 
in Hamilton County, Ohio, in 1858, and in 
1861, enlisted in the Union Armv. H e 
began h is ministerial labors in 1873. and 
was licensed by the Presbytery of Ports­
month. In the 23 years o f hisillbors he has 
never been without a charge and has served 
the following churchee: Decatur and Ru sh­
ville, Ohil'), two years; Decatur and Win­
chester, Ohio, two years; Paola, K ane as; 
Wellington, Kansas; Emporil\ Presbyte ry as 
Evangelist: Junction City, Kansas , five 
years; Independence Kansas; Oswego, Kan· 
sas; church 01 the Oovenant, St. Louig, Mo. ; 

(1) 
(2) 

Lowp.st Cost. 
Largest Uash Values. 

Life Insurance Co. 
(3) Largest Paid-Up Policies. 

(4) AbsoluteNon-Forfeiture. 

,()rRates,SpeclmenPollciea, Etc., CHAS J CORE Cen'l Agent. Call on or write..- a • , 

712, 713 ad 714 Wainwright Building. 

Home Seekers Excursions at Half Bates, 
via the Missouri Pacific Railway nnd Iron 
Mountain route to points in the West and 
Southwest. Tickets on sale December 2Znd 
and January 5th and 19l h. 1897. 
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Dr. J. H. McLEAN'S 
LIVER AND KIDNEY 

BALM 
CURES 

Dropsy 
Brighe s Disease 
Diabetes 
Female Diseases 
Bladder Troubles 
Urinary 
Disorders 
Calculus or 
Gravel 
Boils and 
Carbuncles 
Gall Stones 
Rheumatism 
Torpid Liver 
Irregular Menses 
Jaundice 
Backache 

.J 
An who have used it say it is 
"The Purl~ Remedy" for dis­
eases of the Liver, Kidneys and 
Urinal'Y Organs 

Price $1.00, At All Drug Stores 

THE DR. J. H. MclEAN M!DICINE CO. 
ST. LOUIS. MO 

Monett. Mo. On the last Sabbath of April 
1890, while condt:.cting the evening service 
he was stricken with nervous prostration 
from which he never fully recovered. Dur­
ing his service in the army be had contract­
ed chronic troubles tbat never left him, and 
for several years his health had been failing. 
In August 1896, he moved to Springfield, 
Mo., where he boped to recuperate with 
rest. But he died at the Sanitarium In that 
City, Dec. 7, 1896. Tbe luneral eervices 
were conducted in the Second Presbyterian 
church, by Rev. E. E. Stringfield, assisted 
by Rev. E. L. Renick, and the remains were 
in terred in the Maple Park Cemetery. The 
wi :e and five children survive him. All the 
children are married except an invalid son. 
Brother McClnng admirably combined the 
functions of pastor and evangelist. He was 
a strong preacher and hiB sermons were 
largely expository. In bis minlsteriallile 
he exalted the Word 01 God and honored 
tbe Spirit. The call of the Holy Ghost to 
the ministry and the anointing of the Holy 
Ghost for service were favorIte themes with 
him. His heart like tbe heart ot the Mas 
ter went out after the unsaved and he liter 
ally wore his life away in the effort to bring 
men to Jesus and make them like unto Him 
Even in his lingering sickness he longed to 
recoperate enongh to en gage once more in 
Evangelistic effort. With all th is he was a 
fearless foe of worldliness and an earnest ad 
vocate ot a higber Christian life. We that 
knew him best loved him most and teel 
that our lives are better for having known 
him. Memorial services have been held at 
Monett, Mo., and Jnnction City, Kans., two 
former charges. 

E. E. STRINGFIELD, .. ,. 

marriages. 
LlIOPOLD-)3RCYLI!S.-At 1208 S. 12th St., 

Lonis, Dec. 15th, by Rev. D. M. Hazlett, 
Mr . .albert Leopold and Miss Maggie 
Broyles. Both of St. Louis. 

WBITLOCJ[E-McMILLItN.-ln Pana, Ill. 
Dec. 16m, by Rev. E. W. Clarke, D.D., 
Marcus Littell Whitlocke, Esq., and Aliss 
Mary Edith McMillen, all of Pana. 
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THE CENTURY 
IN 1897. 

ALL NEW FEATURES. 
Tilt Cenjury will continue to be in every 

respec', the leading American magazine, itD 
table of contents including each month the 
beet in literature and art, Tbe present in­
terest ir. American history makes especial­
.¥ timel! 

A GREAT NO"VEL 
01" the 

MERICAN REVOLUTION 
ita leading serial feature for 1897 and the 
master'piece of Its autbor. Dr. B. Weir Mit­
ch'lii. The story, "Hugh Wynne, Free 
Qnaker." purports to be tbe autobiographv 
of Its he.·o, an otllcer on Washington's staff. 
Social life in Philadelphia at tbe time of the 
Revolution is most interestingly depicted, 
and the characters Inolude Washingtou, 
Franklin. Lafayette and others well known 
in history. It is safe to say that the read. 

of this great romance will obtain from 
_ clearer idea of the people who were 

Jremoat in revolutionary days. and of t1~ 
social life of the times. than can be had 
from any other singl e source. The work is 
not only historically accurate, but is a 
most interesting story of love and war. 
The first chapters are in the November 
number. Howard Pyle will illustrate it. 

UAMPAIGNING utth GRANT. 
By Gen. Horace Porter, 

is the title of a series of articles which has 
been in preparation for mauy years. Gen. 
Porter was an aide on General Graut's staff 
and a close friend of his chief, and the diary 
which he kept tbrough the war is the basis 
of the present articles, which are strIking 
pen-pictures of cam paign life and scenes. 
They will be fully illustrated. The first 
one is in the November Cenl.urV. 

A. NEW NOVEL BY !lARION 
CRAWFORD, 

author of "Mr. Is~acs," "Baracinesca," 
"Casa Braccio," etc., entitled, "A Rose of 
Yesterday," a story of modern life in 
Europe, wIth American characters, begins 
in November. The first of a series of en­
gravings, made by the famous wood­
engraver, T. Cole, of the old English mas­
ters also is in this issue. New features will 
be announced from time to time. 

perb A.rt Feature",. 
Tbe Be.t Sbort Stories. 

t4.00 a year, 35 cents a "U7It/w·. 

&Hilealers take subscriptions, or remitLan­
~8 may be msde direct to the publishers 
,y money or express order, check, draft, or 

registered letter. 

THE CENTURY CO., 
Union Square. New York. 

The Florida Central 
& Peninsular H.H., 

IS THE 

CinciDnati A.ir LINE, 

VIA 

Lexington, Chatl-anoos:a, At­
lanta and Everett. Solid train 
in 24 hours 

St. Louis &: Florida 

Short Line. 

TIA 

Bolly Springs, Birmingham, 
Atlanta, Macon, and Everett, in 
36 hours. Through Sleeper. 
liUDJ!RS City 4; .Juck· 

SOIl ville Direct. 
VIA 

Sprinl!'field, Memphis, Birming­
him, Atlanta, and Everett, in 47 
hours. First-class service. 

The S~enic Line. 
VIA 

Louisville or Cincinnati, Lex­
ington. Knoxville, Asbville, 
Columbia, Savanah and Everett. 
Cres~ent City Route. 

VIA 

Cairo, Jackson, Tenn., Meridian 
Jackson, Miss., New Orleans, 
Mobile and Peneacola. 

TOURIST AND SETTLERS' RATES. 

o the fir.t Tuesday in eaoh month, one 
'II settlers tickets at O'le and one.half cents 

fie; on theftr .• t and third Tnesdays in 
~b moeill. home seeker's tickets at one 
rr for th~ round trip; on every day in the 

Jnth. tourist tickets at lowest rates, on 
I.. For routes, rates, best map 01 Florida, 

otber inlormation. address H. F, Davis, 
• . P. Commercial Building. St. Louis, 

or A. O. \cUonell, G. P. A., Jacksonville, 
PI .. 
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A CHRISTnAS l\U55IONARY EN­
TERTAINMENT. 

(Concluded from page 5.) • 
arrow like thr.t hla Indian father and moih­
er made for him. 

The little African could be sleeping in his 
hammock and have suitable toys. The lit­
tle Chinese child on his little bed of bricks 
with his curious little carved idol to play 
wiLh. 

A little Turk would look very sweet on a 
cushion em broidered. eic.. with a doll in 
Turkish costume. 

The little Esqnimaux baby could be 
found in his covering of skins. 

The program can be varied to suit the 
ideas of the committees. Each can repre­
sent the children of the nations they know 
most about and whose customes they can 
fiud time to fix up. 

A pretty device would be to raise the 
flag of the lIation over the bed of each child. 
Everyone can consult a Webster's diction· 
ary and find the fl~gs of different nations 
there represeuted in colors, and copy them 
in any cheap cloth. 

Merry Cbristmas to you all, brothers aud 
sisters, and don' t let us forget our brothers 
and siaters le~s unfortunates in other lands. 

A nice way would be to send ihe litile 
lolks in their queer costumes around the 
audience to take up the missionary collec-
tion afterwards. S. 

A GIRL THAT MAKES ttONEV. 
Dear Editor :-1 am tired or answering letters from 

people who heard of my .nee.s. selHngf~ Vapor Bath 
Cabinets tofamilies&nd physicians. 1 makCIUOncy tbe 
year around. La.st month $109 right around bome. 
Buyot K. World Mfg . Co., Columbus. O. 'l'ue)' nre ••• 
liable and have been ,-ery ,ood to me. CauioetH fur­
nish Turkish aud }[edicated Vapor Baths at borne. 
Ar. cleanly nnd henlthful. Beautify tbe skin nnd abo 
l!Iolntcly cnre Colds. 1lbeumatisII!.!. Neuralg~a. MulR!~(a.t 
lJriglJt '8 Disease nod all Blood, .r4 ervc, SklU ano KId· 
n.ey troulJJee. S&\'CS Dl'. aud medicine Lilla. Anyone 
can make money at tl1is business • • D.usr B--. .... 

MISSOURI NOTES. 

PLEASANT RIDGE.~On Dec. 15th, a 
church was organized at Pleasant Ridge, 
Macon county, Mo., by the Rev. M. H. 
Bradly and others, of the Home Mission 
Committee of the Presbytery of Pal. 
myra. Eighteen members were re­
ceived, one ad1!lt and one infant bap­
tized, two ruling elders and two deacons 
ordained and installed. The Dew 
church will be supplied by the Rev. L. 
Keeler, in connection with New Cam­
bria. 

ETIIEL,-Special services have been in 
progress at this .place for more than 
four weeks. Mr. S. A. Meredith, Sun­
day-school missionary of the Presby­
tery of Palmyra has been here at work 
all of the time, while four or five min­
isters of the Presbytery have done the 
preaching. Twenty-three members 
have been received, one elder and two 
deacons ordained and installed. 1 he 
church is now in the process of buying 
the new Union church buildinlt, the 
only church building in this new town, 
a property costing about $2,500. The 
field is an unusually hopeful one. 

KIRKSVILLE.-Rev. M, H . Bradley, 
pastor, hopes to announce at the next 
communion the names of about thirty 
new members, half or whom have 
already been examined by the Session. 

CLARENCE -A week's special services 
just held at the Clarence church, re­
suited in the reception of one member, 
the baptism of three infants and the 
ordination and installation of a much 
needed elder. 

MARCELINE.-On Dec. 13th, six mem­
bers were received into this church. 
Special services are to be held here in 
,1anuary by a committee of Presbytery. 
The chnrch is taking steps towards 
building a house of worship. 

MACON.-The Rev. W. A. Stephen has 
moved with his family to this place, 
from Carlisle, Ohio, and has under­
taken the supply of the church. Mr. 
Stephen receives a very cordial welcome 
by the entire church. 

THA'f---~ 

Splendid 
Bagster 
Bil>lt! ....... . 

So well known to our readers, can still be bought for $1.75-a wonderful bar­
gain. (The catalop:ue price is $3.00,) Dozens of testimonials have been printed 
in this paper. Addrees, 

The "rIID=CONTINENT." 

DR. J. H. ' BROOKES' 

Latest 
Book-----------~-~------

"Ht! • 
IS Not Ht!rt!" 

The Resurrection of Christ. 

Just issued by the Preshyterian Board of Publication, together with the 
many other works of the same author, are for sale by the 

ST. LOUIS DEPOSITORY. 

Presbyterian ~oard Publication 
1516 Locust St., St. Louis. 

.A. leU-Supporting Widow. 
About a year ago my hnsband died and 

left me in rather destitute circumstances. 
Just after onr marriage his health failed, 
aud for that reason he was unable to lay by 
for a rainy day. A friend of mine Irom 
Illinois called on me and told me how 
much money she was making by selling 
the Iron City Dish Washer, and said she 
thoegbt I conld at least make a good living 
by doing the same. I wrote the Iron City 
Dish Washer Co .• StaLion A, Pittsburgh, 
Pa., for a sample. Since then I have been 
making a splendid living for my children 
and mysell, and still attend to my house· 
bold duties. Last month I cleared over 
$200, and am delighted with my snccess. 
The Dish Washer works like a charm. and 
tbe distastelul work 01 washing dishes can 
be done in Ii few moments without soiling 
the hands a particle. Anyone who sees it 
work wants one at Ollce, eo they are no 
trouble to sell. I would advise anyone out 
of employment to write for lull particnlars, 
as they started me in business and will do 
the same lor others. 

Mrs. J. C. R. 

-
..... CLOVER LEAF 
~ ROUTE! 

Toledo, St.louis & Kansas Gity 
__ RAILROAD --

The Direct Line and Cheapest Rales with 
double daily service to 

Toledo, 
Detroit, 

Sandusky, 
Cleveland, 

Montreal, Toronfo. 
. Indianapolis. 

Buffalo, 
Albany, 

New York, 
Boston. 

AlID AU. POINTS NORTH AND "Al!fr, 

TICliE'r OF~'lCF.:: 

505 Olive Street and Union Depot, 
ST. LOUI:3 

Big Four 
Best Line 
Between 

St, Louis, Indianapolis, 
Cleveland, Buffalo, 

NEW YORK AND BOSTON. 
"THE KNICKERBOCKER SPECIAL" 

Through the beautiful Mohawk Valley 

and down the Hudson River into 

Grand Central Station, 42nd /:)t., 

New York City. 
WITHOUT FERRYTRANSPER. 
Magnlfcent Solid Trains Dally. 

betwccu ~.'SG 

ST. lOUIS AND CINCINNATI, 
Through Palace Sleeping Cars 

between 

ST. lOUIS AND WASHINGTON, 
Via Chesapeakc and Ohio Ry. 

Warren J. Lynch, As!O'tC. P. A. 
St. LouIs, Mo. 

E. C. McCORMICK, D. B. MARTlN 
Au. Trame Manar:e r. (lclI'l rae!. g 

When you Need 

Printing of any kind 

Call or write to 

Buschart Bros., 

I 5 I 6 Locust St., 
! • 

\ St. LOUIS, .Mo. 
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A bride is always interesthig. When a 
"oman becomes a booe she is making one 
cf the great chan~es in life. She is enter· 
ing on duties eutlrely new to her-duties, 
which she is all too often wholly unfitted and 
unprepared for. It is a woman's duty, as 
well to herself as to her husband, that she 
shall he strongly healthy in every way-par. 
ticularly in those organs which are to be 
called lOto play in bringing children into 
the world. Weakness and disease of the 
organs distinctively feminine undoubtedly 
cause much of the miscry, unhappiness aud 
incompatibility of married life. A woman 
whose nerves are continnally nagged with 
torturing pains, whose vitality is low, and 
whose strength is nnequal to her daily tasks 
does not fin-d it possible to be always ami· 
able and cheerfnl. And yet, amiability, 
cheerfnlness, good looks and vivacity are 
the things most expected by a husband. 
Every woman may have these things if she 
will make and keep herself strong and 
healthy. The way is simple. It leads to 
Dr. Pierce's Favorite Prescription , the pre· 
paration of a regularly graduated, experi. 
enced and skilled specialist in the treatmeut 
of the diseases of women, who has for thirty 
years been chief consulting physician of the 
Invalids' Hotel and Surgical Institute, at 
Buffalo, N . Y. For thirty years this prepara· 
tion has been marv~ously succes5ful-has 
been the means of bringing happiness into 
thousands of homes. Its most benign influ· 
ence is in eliminating the paius and dangers 
of childbirth. Its benefit iu this respect 
cannot be overestimated. 

Dr. Pierce's Pleasant Pellets pennanebllr..cure 
constipation, sick and bilious headaches, billalls­
ness. heart·burn. sour stomach. foul brealh, pal· 
pitation of the heart, and flatulence. 

"HE IS NOT HERE," 
DR. JAMlIS H. BROOKXS' 

Latest book. (J3eing on the Resurreclion 
of Christ) Just issned by the Presbyterian 
Board of Publication, Philadelphia. 

"God Spake All These Words," 

"j AM COMING," 

Theee three books contain the last testi· 
mony which the author wishes to leave to 
the thonghtful consideration of Christians 
who believe in the Word of God. The first 
two are published in this country, and the 
last in England, but they may 1111 be ob­
tained of the 

PRESBYTERIAN BOARD OF PUB· 

LIOATION, 

The price of "God Spake" is GOo., of "He 
not Here" and "I Am Coming" 75c. each. 

J. W. ALLEN, Manager. 

~T. LOUIS DEPOSITORY. 
1516 Locuet St., St. Louis, Mo. 

TRY THE NEW BOOK. 

SACRED SONGS. No.1, 
By Ira D . Sankey, James McGranahan, and 

Geo. C. Stebbinll. 

Now being used by Mr. Moody and Mr. Sankey 
In all their meetings. 

208 Pages of the newest and most useful dcvo. 
tlonal Songs in the laDd. 

Just what you want for your Suuday School 
and Prayer meeting. Only &25.00 per 100; 30 cents 
each if by mail, 

THE BIGLOW & llIAIN CO., 
Chicago House, 215 Wabash Avenue. 

76 East 9th St., New York. 

DENTIST, 

260:: Locust Nt., ST, LOUIS. 
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.rurrent ~iterature. 

BOOKS. 

Books received from the Flemin~ H. 
Revell Company, Chica~o, New York: 
A MAN'S VALUE TO SOCIETY. 

Is a collection of studies in self-cul­
ture and character, written by Newell 
Dwight Hillis. 

How, WHEN AND BY WHOll! WAS THE BIBLE 
WRITTEN? By James Todd, D.D. 
A plain and clear unfolding which 

will well instruct and fortify the reader. 

THE IDEAL PRAYER·MEETING. By W. H. 
Groat. 
A book of hints and helps towards 

the realiZlltion of the good church 
prayer-meeting. 

OBJllCT LXSSONR lICR CHILDREN. By the 
Rev. O. H. Tyndale, M. A., Ph.D. 
Recognizing that the eye is the firet 

avenue to the soul the object of the au-
thor is to present truth to the young 
mind by linking it to objects of sight. 

THE SEORET OF GUIDANCE, and THROUGH 
FIRE AN D FLOOD. 
Theee are two small books of Chris· 

tian instruction and experience, by the 
favorite author Rev. F. B. Meyer. 
TYNE FOLK. By Joseph Parker. 

The now famous Landon preacher 
here furnishes something different from 
his usual kind of published writing. It 
is a series of sketches of plain home­
spun rural and village life in England. 
THE NORTHFIELD YEAE-BoOK FOR EA CH 

NE,.,. DAY. 
This book beautifully issued in holi­

day style gives, a palte for a day, ex­
tracts from addresses made at the well 
kuown "Oonferences," by very mllny 
digerent men of Christian fame. Each 
month opens with a full page picture, 
showing th e face of one of the speakers 
together with some landscape view, 

We have also received from the 
Fieming Revell Co., the following: 

"PROBABLE EONS;" 
ADOLPH . J3y Fannie J. raylor; 
"GOD'S Box." A Home Missionary epi. 

sode; 
THE CHILD IN THE MIDST. 

... 
THE SEflI-WEEKLY TRIBUNE. 

A Force in Public Affairs and Potent 
for Entertainment and Instruc­

tion of every Member of 
the Family. 

.A Colored Pictorial S!lpplement with ellery 
Friday's Semi- Weekly. 

The New York Semi· Weekly Tribune, the 
only Semi Weekly newspaper which has 
maintained a successful existence in the 
United States, is printed every Tnesday lind 
Friday. Regular subscription price, $2 a 
year. 

A new~paper of really high intellectual 
quality. printed in the largest and most 
legible type used in New York, a great, 
decent, self respecting and instructive jour. 
nal, The 7hbune is vigorous in supp:.rt 01 
Repnblican principles, but places country 
even above party and haa !'ecently won 
from the Democratic New York Slm the ad· 
mission that by reason of its thoroughly 
American spirit, it "commands the respect 
of all parUes" and "occupies a position of 
distiuction in New York." 

In directing attention, early and pointed. 
ly, to the availability of McKinley and 
Hobart for the Republican nominations in 
1896, The Tribune played a now :well known 
and important part. 

The Semi· Weekly T"ibune prints the best 
news, book reviews, forei.-:n telters, editor­
ials, aDd specialleaturee of TILe Dailv Tri. 
bune. It has a charming page 101' women, 
excellent market reports aDd inrormation 
for farmers, a department of Science and 
Mechanics in which poor inventors can ex_ 
ploit their inventions, free of charge, and II 

great variety of stories and entertaining 
mil!cellany. Never unprofitable, full of 
what is mefol and inspiring, every reader 
01 The Semi· Weekly Tribune feels that he is 
in t('luc:h with the bosUe and best oflile. 

Men and women leading busy lives have 

- • 

little opportunity for vacation; and, fOI 
their entertainment and the amusement 01 
the young, The Tribune will hereafter issue, 
with every Friday's Semi· Weekly, a colored 
serio·comic pictorial supplement 0116 pages, 
entitled "Twinkles." But in order to pas· 
sess "Twinkles" a subscriber must hereafter 
remit the full sum of The Semi· Weekly Tri­
bune-$2 a year-to The T"ibulle itsel! direct. 

"Twinkles" is handsomely printed on 
snperfine paper; and everyone of its 16 
pages is filled with jokes, witty paragrapbs, 
and gossip about noted people, sprinkled 
amongst which are 50 or more political or 
ot.her cartoons, in several colors, half·tone 
portraits or well known men and women 
(life·like as photograph~) . and humorous 
pcn drawings. There is not a word ora pic. 
ture unfit for the family; and the amusing 
contents of "Twinkles" w:J1 prove a weI· 
come addition to the more serious contents 
01 the paper. 

"Twinkles" is virtually a five cent comic 
weekly, price 5 cents a copy; $2 a year. But 
it is given free, to everyone who orders 
The Stm:·· Weekly Tribune lor one year and 
remits to The 7Hblllle direct, the regular 
subsoription price of $2 a year. He thus 
gets two $2 papers for the price of one. 
This is a bargain, considering that The Tri. 
bune is incapable of eending into any family 
anything which is unfit to be read there. 

Sample copies 01 Friday's Semi· Weekly 
free. 

Those who do not remit $2 to The Tribune 
direct will not receive the colored supple· 
ment. 

The Tribune , New York. 

... 
RARE BARGAINS IN BOOKS. 

The following books have been re­

ceived from representative publishers 

{or review. The review haa been made 

and they are now oflered for sale at less 

than half regular retail price. The prices 

given below (strictly cash) INCLUDE 

POSTAGE AND PACKING. 

Escho!. B. J. Humphrey D.D ........ $ .40 
The Wonderful Law ............................. .50 
The Reader's Shakespeare. Bell.... .75 
All of Grace, Spurgeon ....................... .25 
Teachers Meetings................................ .15 
Readings from the Bible, Selected 

for Schools ....................................... .15 
The Greater Life and Work of 

Christ. Patterson.... ........... ........ .75 
New Testament Conversions. Rob· 

erts.............................. .................... .40 
Ruling Elders Hand Book.................. .40 
Biblical Bphocs. Hart........ ............... .50 
Manifold Ministry of the Holy 

Spirit. Pitzer.................... .............. .15 
Christian Creed and Confession...... .40 
Prayer, Trumbull .................................. .40 
Tribulations, Tl'UmbuIL .......... _......... .40 
Songs of Pilgrimage ............... " ............. . . 50 
Principals of Economics. Osborn .75 
Forgiveness of Sin. Pentecost.......... .50 
The Christian Sunday·School Les-

son Commentary..... ............. .......... .50 
Story of Spain and Cuba.................... .75 
Blossoms of Thought............................ .15 
Of the Imitation of Christ.................. .25 
How Bennie did it.................................. .60 
Talks about the Weather.................... .35 
Talks about the Soil ........ ................... .35 
Talks about Useful Plants.................. .35 
Story of Turkey and Armenia............ .75 
Forty Years in China.......................... .75 
Practical Christian Sociology.. .......... .30 
The Life and Voyages o{ Christo-

pher Columbus ..... _..... ................. .30 
The Word of the Lord upon the 
Waters........ ...................... ............ ............ .30 
Tannhaueer. A Poem.......................... .30 
The First Communion.................. ........ .20 
"Little Daughters."........ ..................... .35 
English Dramatists. Part First...... ,80 
Englisb Dramatists. Part Second.. .80 
Mollie Miller. A Tale.... .................... .65 
Young Master Kirke. A Tale.......... 040 
Christs Trumpet Call to the Minis· 

try................ ........................................ .65 
Godiva Durleigb. A Tale.................. .75 
Around the Tea Table. Dr. Talm· 

age............ ..... .. ..... ... ............... ........ .50 
The Wedding Guest.. ............................ 25 
The Medical Oompanion and 

Household Physician. .................. .40 
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Chicago Tabernacle Talks, Moody.. .25 
From Olivet to Patmos...................... .. .75 

Address, 
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STUB ENDS OF THOUGHT. 

The heal't is no philosopher. 
With Cupid salary is no object. 
What a girl thinks, a womall. would 

like to. 
Melody is the soul of mueic, as bar­

mony is its body. 
We always better ourselves by for­

getting ourselves. 
Cynicism is one of the shadows wbich 

experience casts. 
What a flower enjoys, it gives to the 

world in color aud perfune. 
An ounce of womau's intution is bet-

ter than a pound of her reason. _ 
Give some people an ell lind the,) . 

take all the rest of the alphabet. - .. 
Big Four Route and Chesapeake & Ohio Ry. 

The best winter route to the East avoid· 
in/!: the snow and ice 01 the more northern 
route. The Ii nest scenery East of the Rock. 
ies and strictly up.to.date service. Elegant 
Coaohes, Sleeping Cars ann Dining Cars. 
The time is just as quick and the fare to 
W ASUINGTON, BALTIMORII. PHIL~DELPaIA, 
NEW YORK from $1.(\0 to $2.50 less than by 
any other Route having a noon day train 
Irom St. Louis. This is tbe best and quick. 
est route to most all points in Virginia, and 
North and South Oarolina. Homeseekers' 
one WilY and Round Trip tickets at very 
cheap rates from many points in the West 
on tile 1 ~t and :lrd 'fuesdays of each mon tho 
The Big Fo:u Knickerbocker Special leaves 
St. Louis every day at 1200 noon lind 
reaches the following points npxt atternoon 
and evening Lynchburg 12:50 noon, Rich· 
mond 3:30 P M. Old Point, G:30 P. M. Nor· 
lolk 7:00 P. M. Charlottesville 12:20 noon. 
Washington 3:45 P. M. Baltimore. 4:54 P. M. 
Philadelphia 7:04 P. M. New York 9:08 P. M. 

One fare $19 25 St. Louis to Washington 
and return for the inauguration of Presi· 
dent McKinley ne.xt March. 

For further information address E. B. 
Pope, Western Pa-senger Agent, Dig Four 
Office, Broadway & Ohestnut Sts., St. LouiP­
Mo. .... 

A WORK OF ART. 
"The Tex arkana Gateway to Texas And the 

Southwestl" 
Is the name of a handsome publication 

recently issued by the Iron Mountain route, 
consisting of 224 pages of descriptive mat· 
ter,interspersed with 600 beautiful haH tone 
illustrations. It is the most comprehen· 
sive, and typo·graphically the handsomest 
work of its klDd ever i~sued on the State of 
Texas, lind is reAlly a commercial and in· 
dustrial History of the State. Anyone 
reading this will have an excellent idea of 
the vast resources and great possibilities of 
the Lone Stllr State. The book was gotten 
np by the St. Louis Iron Mountain & 
Southern railways and its connections in the 
State of Texas, for distribution in the North 
and East. with the view of attracting immi. 
gration, investors, tourists and seekers af· 
ter health. It is in every way a valuable 
contribution to the current literature of the 
day, and is calcolated to be of great service 
to tbe State of Texds. A copy 01 this pnb­
lication will be d . ered Iree on applica. 
tion to the under ed. or any paRsenger 
representative 01 the Missouri Pacific rail· 
way Iron Mountain route, or mailed to any 
address on receipt of Scents postage. H. C. 
Townsend, General Passenger Agent, St. 
Lonis. 

,. -
Christmas and New Yean Holiday Rates. 

B. & O. SoW. R'Y, 
As usual the B. & O. S. W. Railway h:­

arranged for Holiday Rates lor their pat· 
rons, and will sell at low price round trir 
tickets from all etations to any pOint in 
Oentral Passenger Committee territory. 

This territory covers St. Louis, Louis' 
ville. Cincinnati, Cleveland, Chicago. Ind 
ianapolis and hundreds of other points. 

Tickets on sale Dec. 24th, 26th, 31st aud 
Jan. 1st. Good returning to and includiug 
Jan. 4lh, 1897. 

Any B. & O. S·W. Agent can give full in­
formation. 

J. lIf, CHI!SBROUGH, 
General Passenger Agent, 

Oincinnati, 0, -.. 
To California Via the True Southern Route. 

In elegant Pullman bullet sleeing cars and 
Pnllman Tourist sleAping cars through 
without change from St. Louis to Loa An­
geles and San Francisco over the Iron 
Mountain Route in cennection with tbe 
Texas & Pacific and Southern Paclfic rail. 
WRYS. 

The Perfume of Viole~3 
The purity of the lily, the glow of '.ho rose, 
and tho flnsh of Hebe combine in IlozwNl's 
wondrous Powder. 
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ICUREFITS 
"'Wb.en I sa,. I cure I do not mean merely to stop 

&-hem for a time and then have them return again. I 
mean a rndico.l cure. I have made the disease of 
FITS. EPILEPSY or FALLING SICKNESS" life­
long study. I warrant my remedy to cure tho worst 
cases. llec8use ot.hers ha.ve failed is nO reason for 
not now receiving B. cure. Send at once for a trea.tise 
and .. Free Bottle of my infallible remedy. Give Ex­
press nod Postoffice address. 

PIOf. W .B.PEEKE,f .D. ,4 CedarSt.,KewYorl 
The Seminary at nt. Carroll, Ill. 

With Hs CONSERVATORY OF MUSIO um 
ScnooL of A RT,(in Hd year under same Pres. 
bas but lew equals and no superiors in beau­
ty and nealtnfulnes8 of locatiou, ease of 
access and tborougbness of work. Send for 

"OREA-Dot and learn particulars. 

FOREST PARK UNIVERSITY 
FOR WOMEN. 

Tborongh college and preparatory rOl1"e~ 
Bo,u,illud Inilioo ~~r.o 10 275. Collel:e of masi 
K R. )(ro~l:er. direcLOr: llvaJine Watsou. \'oicO 
.-ari.i. violIn: Pipe organ. eloclltion. nrt. Blllo 
car Lindell cl~~trl c. pMses tho door. Tuil on 
ball price 01 central city scbools, $25 to $40; hal. 
year llr~ek, I,alio, French. German.l:'hys CuUI 
Cborns. etc. At home. Mon. tll1ot. r . .ll. Add. fOJ 
catalogue. 
)lHl:!. ANNA SNEEU CAIRNS. Pres·t .. St. I,oul 

Perkins & Harpel's 
MERCAI'lTI LE COLLEGE 

(or . 41h fOitl't'd nn.1 M ruohio;toll A\'r., !:iT. I.OU I~. "0. 

DDIVIDUAL INSTlt(jVTl()X 
Gh(l:o 111 JlooL-LI'CI,IIII:. I', 111111\1.1.11;1'. ~1101' lutlul, '1'~ Jtc\n-iUng 

t.'I"aIllIU:U-, .\dlbm,·t1C', L e 

(ALI, 011 limn: rOil UTUOr'rE. 
Day and Night School opens Sept. 7. 

Organized 18::0. Chanore 1 1851 

LINDENWOOD COLLEGE, 
FOR YOUNC LADIES. 

ST. CHARLE~, MO., near ST. LOUIS. 
Synod!cal control. Course full anI throll'l'h 

Gov~rnmcnttbat 01 a ChrIstian fam!ly. Location 
beauti1UI and bealthflll ART and M UoW spoo· 
alUea. For catalogue etc .• address. 

REV W. S KNIGHT. D.D .• President. 

The Most Convenient and Popular 
Railroad 1 icket 
--ISTHK-

1altimore & Ohio Southwestern R'ys 
New 1,000 nile Book. 

GOOD OVER 
Baltimore & Obio SouthwEstern, 

Baltil!!ore & Obio, 
Pittsburg and Western, 

Cincinnati, Hamilton & Dayton, 
Columbus, Sandusky & Hocking, 

Louisville, New Albany & Chicago (Monon), 
Cleveland Terminal & Valley, 

Columbus, Hocking Valley & TOledo, 
Terminal of St. Louis, 

Indiana, Decatur & Western, 
Ohio Central Railroads, 

--REAOHING--

Bt. Lonis, Louisville, Cincinnali, Indian­
apolis, Chicago, Dayton, Columbus, Toledo, 
Clevelaud, Pithbur~, Washington, D. C., 
Baltimore, PhiladelphIa and hundreds of 
other points. 
Books are good for One Year and 

sold at rate of $20.00 by all B. & 
O. S-W. A~ents, also at ticket office 
St. Louis Union Station. 

Virus Hair Tonic. 
~u;~rior Dandru[ ~~ ScalD DiseaSE, 
Prevents the Hair from fall­

lug out. Send for circular giYiug Information 
Small bottle by express ...................... 75c 
Lnrl:e .. ., .. .. .................. $1.00 
G LaJ'';c " .................... $5.00 
GU"l'anteed to be a~ represented. Addl'ess 

L. BU.sCHART, 
1516 Locust, St., - St.Louis. 

$200.00) • Goto GIVen 
The Internallonal News nnd Book Co., Bnlllmor~. 

:Md., mak~s a most liberal on,'r of $!lOO.oo to anyone 
selling 200 Copies of their hooks. "Ch ild 's :::itory ot 
Jesus" or "Oathered J cwf'ls." by Spurgeon. Tbe 
greatest seHing books out. -.lA ~lOO.OO bicycle given for 
selling 00 copies In 2 months. A $:!70.00 Estey Organ 
given Cor selling 115 copies In 3 moutlls. A splendJd 
opportuni~y for n ChU~C~l to secure nn Organ. A gold 
~\'atch is given In adultlon to commission for sellin .... 
CO cople31n 30 d"y~. Last fall over 100,000 caples Or 
their boo~s were sole!. They paid n:;ent~ over 180,000 
In commission. 407 agents secured prpminms in 
addltlon to comml."lon. 33 mude over $37500 'l15 
made over 5200.00. Complete Ol1tfit for both' bOoks 
~O cents ... Freight paid. credit t;i\·en. Other books 
""d Bibles for fnU and Xmas TIolidnys. Induce. 
ments not equaUed by any publlsh.r. 'rhey "Ive 
BRnk .r.jerences as to tbeir responSibilily. _ Write 
u..m Imm.JJatelr. 

THE MID-CONTINENT. 15 

moralities. 
THE GOJD DRAMA! 

There is an old aud plausible theory 
that if Christian people would all alZree 
to eustain an entirely unexceptionable 
drama by unexceptionable performers, 
the theatre wou~d be re~enerated. It is 
a lamentable fact that this has proved 
to be an "irid8l!cent dream," The ex­
periment has not pro,ed successful 
when fairly attempted. The theatre 
manager is not a pi ofessional philan­
tropisl; he "runs" his business !limply 
and solely to make money. He pro­
duces what pays bt's!; and if he can 
spice niB evening entertainments with a 
plot tbat turns on some Bort of sexual 
depravIty, or bllrIe~que of evangelical 
religion, or a ehllmeless exposure of 
physical beauty, the temptation to fill 
his coffers is too stron~ to be resisted. 
The licentious stage and the Sabbath­
brenking press are both conducted for 
filthy lucre; and the Cbristian who con­
tributes to the support of either or of 
b oth is re@poDsible for the spiritual mis­
chief that they work.-Cttyltr. 

TIlE "PLUNGER." 
It is by no means an uncommon thing 

for 1\ weak youn~ man to be led Rstray 
by a desire to "shine in society" or to 
become a "swelL" Given the opportun· 
ity to obtain the money, even by illicit 
mellns, and his fall follows as a natural 
Beq'lence. Hence the propriety of keep­
ing an eye ou the youthful "plunger' 
whoee legitimate resources are limited 
to his earning capacity, The exercise 
of Buch vigilauce is good business senee 
and is benevolent and philanthrop:c. 
Its practica would save many a young 
man from roin and would elevate to 8 

eensible degree the moral tone of eo­
ciety. 

The man who deliberately eets out to 
rob his employers is bound to make 
such oee of the money as will furnish 
an early clue to his peculations, and the 
beat service the friends and the em­
ployers of such a pelson can render him 
is to hold him to a prompt account for 
the first mllnifestRtions oC extravagance 
out of keeping with his means.-I(ansas 
Cily Slar. 

If yon bave a tronhlesome cougb, don't 
keep nibbling sweets, and so ruin your 
appetite. A dose or two of Ayer's Cherry 
Pectoral will do YOll more good tbau pounds 
of candy, aud assist ratber tban impair your 
digestion. Always keep this medicine in 
your house. --

Wanted Canvassers to work in their own 
neignborbood for tbe fine!t Illustrated 
Book of tbe century. No capital requisite 
address Hamlin & Co., 1414 Locust Bt., St. 
LouiS, Mo. -.. 

Tbe (Ilmou! resorts and ebooting aud fish­
ing points as B~n Antonio. Galveston, 
Rockport, Corpus Cllristi, and Arkansas 
Pass are reacued via tbe Iron Mountain 
route. Greatly reduced rates doring the 
wluter montbs. 

You 
--

Will do us a great favor if 
you will kindly mention 
'fHE MID-CONTINENT when 
you write to advertisers 
Do so plea't. 

BELLS 
Rteel Alloy Chnre'1 & Scbool Bells. .-.r-Send tor 
Catalogue. Tho C. S. BELL CO., Hillsboro. O. 

O P I U M 
&nd WmlOKET IrA. BITS cured at 
bome witbout paiD. Book of par­
ticulars FREE . B. M. Woolley, 
M. D., Box 487, Atlanta, Ga. 

Perfection inPtANOS and OR 
~GANSis foundin those bearing the 

name of "ESTEY." Be Sure lha 
the one you decide to buy is 0 
this make and you will have tho 
but. Over 300.000 in aclllal 
t(U. Catalogues lIlailed free to 
any address, 

ES'l'.£Y 4>: CAJ1P, 
919 OLIVE ST. ~ 51 Lou 

THE AMERiCAN GUARANTY FUND MUTUAL 
FIRE INSURANCE CO. OF ST. LOUIS, MO, 

COD.aer'V' a 1;1 'V'e. ECOD.0:D1ica,1. 

Tbe ONI.Y Firelnsurance Company doing bUllness In Missouri ,.,hlch has a guaranty fun ,l or 
{CO.etO depoal\cd witb tbelnsurnnceCommlssionera [ortha protection of its poliCy holdarJ. 

WERTH'S INSURANCE AGENCY, 
Omce 18 N, 3rd Street, ST. LOUIS, MO. ESTABLlSfll!.D lJJ~ 

£DJOINING HREPUBLIC" ::BUILDING. 
We take TO.' asnreln recommending tbe above (;ompany to our friends and patroD' altll&r fllr 

Mutuul or Stock policy. 
J. E. WERTH & BRO. 

We are prepared to write lalge llnes on 411 classes ot approved rISks-also Tornado, Plat. 
Glas~. Bond aDd Accidont Insurance. 

ilIGrain.IY~1j Hayll ... Seed~ Prodnce. 
!_' :0. S. ~e1-tze11 ~ CO. I 
~ OO:J:n.:n::l.iss~o:n. ~erch.a:n. 'ts. ~ 

. 10 South Main Street. ST. LOUla, MO. ill a Reterencc;-St. Louis National Bank, R. G. Dunn & Co., Fink & Nasse, Wbolesale Gro. &I 
~~~fiiBBlIi.Ma~~ea~~~co:ii~~~nt ilI~_I]._ 

WABASH LINE. 
Favor te Route from Sf. Louis 

Solid Vestibuled Trains 
-TO-

CHICAGO, TOLEDO, DETROIT, 
with THROUGH SLEEPING CARS Vi3 

NIACARA FAL\' 
-TO-

~.~Bj)~~L NEW YORK ~rcP BOSTON, 
PALACE DINING CARS 

ON NEW YO!{K AND BOSTON TRAINS. 

Pullman Buffet Sleeping Cars 
to Kansas City, Denver, Coun­
cil Bluffs, Omaha, Des Moines, 
St. Paul and Minneapolis_ 

Free Reclining ChairCars on 
all through Trains 

Buffet Parlor Cars on Day 
Trains, St. Louis to Kansas 
City, Chicago and Toledo. 

St. Louis Ticket Offices: 

S. E. C Or, Broadway & Olive St 

and Union Station. • 

TRAI ON THE 

MISSOURI, KANSAS & TEXAS 
RAILWAY •• 

Now Run Solid 
_TO ..•. 

St. Louis 
Chicago ' 
Ka~~!!.-City 
WAGNER BUFFET SLEEPING CARS 

:.AND:. 

FREE CHAIR CARS, 
~

BUCkeye Bell Foundry 
E_ 'v. v .. u .... u:um (;c).Clnclnnatl.Obl •• 

Dc~~P:"rJ'i!ol- Church Bells & Chimes, 
- - J'ighest Grade. :Pure Tone Weetminatel' 

:Bella. Founder. of Larae.t Bell in America. 

10 CENTS 

OnO!! hundred page book, descrip­
tiveofresources and capabUitiesof 
the soil contiguous to tbe line of 

the LOUISVILLE & NASHVILLE RAILROAD 
in Keutucky, Tennessee, Alabama , Southern 
Mississippi and West Florida by counties. Write 

C. P. ATMORE, Gen'l Pass. Agt., louisville, Ky 

I Excursions 
TO POINTS SOUTH 

On the first and third Tuesday of each month 
at about half rates, and oue-way tickets a tone 
Rnd a half cents per mile. 

For information, Couuty Map Folders, etc .• 
address, 

GEO. B. HORNER, Div. Pa3s. Agt., St.louis, Mo. 

WITHOUT A RIV AL_ 
The "Dennr Rnd Pacific Coast Limited" 

via the Uuion Pacific is the (as les t lind 
finest train out of Kansas City. It leaves 
10:40 a. m., arrives Denver tbe next morn­
ing, Salt Lake Citv the second moruiug aud 
San Francisco 9:45 a. m. the third morning. 
All the principBlliDes from the ellst make 
connection with thIs train. 

See your local agent or address Jas. F. 
Agler, Gen'l: Agent, St. LOUiS, Mo. .... 

~ COMFORT 

Is what you want in traveling, and you get 
it in the personally conducted Tourist cars, 
Chicago and Cou Dcil Bluffs to California 
via the Union Pacific, leaving Chicago 
everv Thursday. 

Ask yonr nearest agent for particulars or 
write to Jas. F. Agler, Gen'l. Agent, St. 
Louis, Mo. 

TO SAlII FRANCISCO 
in less than three days from Kan sas Oil)! is 
accomplished only via the Union Pacific. 
Any agent cltn sell you a ticket via this 
route. Jas. F. Agler. Gen'l. Agent, St. 
Louis, Mo. --PERSONALLY CONDUCTED EXCURSIONS 

Leave Chicago every ThuTEday, Council 
Bloth or Omaba every Fliday via the 
Union Pacific. No cbange or cars to 
Ogden, Ban Fra~cisco ?r Los A!lgeles. . 

Special attention paId to ladles traveling 
alone. 

Ask your nearest agent for Central Ronte 
folder. or Rddress JaB. F. Agler, Gen'l. 
Agent, Bt. Lonis, Mo. 
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ST. NICHOLAS 
FOR YOUNG FOI.J{S. 

Conuucted by Mary Mapes Dodge. 
"The best of all children's magazines" is 

the unlverssl verdid on St. Niokolas. It 
hegan existen('e in IbiS. and has merged in 
HseH all 01 t.he leading children's magazines 
in America. 'l' be greatest writers 01 tbe 
world are Its regular contributors. The 
supreme quality of St. N icholu is its 
brigbt, healthful and invigorating almos­
phele. 

little boy on the cllr as he sprang from 
his father's knee and doffed his hat. 
The lady looked like a bluBh rose, the 
women' giggled, the father signaled the 
conductor to stop, and half-a-d e zen men 
stood up while urging the lady to sit 
down.-Detroit Free Press. 

'.rHE COMING YEAR 
will be a great one iu its history. It will 
have a more varied table of coo tents and 
more spirited illustrations than pver before. 
Tbe leading serial, bfginning in November, 
Wil i be 
A Story of Sbnkf'!!llCre'llI Time. 

"~IASTER SJ{YL.lRI{," 
By .John Bennett. 

Illustmted by Bil'oh. 
Tbis is a live story, full of nction, color, 

merriment, and human nature. The world's 
greatest poet figures as one of the principal 
characters, although the hero and herOlne 
are a boy and girl. It is poetic in treat­
ment, but full 01 the romance of the Eliu­
bethan age, and very dramatic in plo~. 
Anotber serial, beginning in November, IS 

~ Great lVur Stfn'Y for North 
and South. 

'"THE LA.ST THREE SOLD­
lEnS." 

By William H. Sbelton. A ~trpng s~ory 
with a unique plot. Three UnIOn soldIers, 
members of a Eignal corps, stationed on a 
mountain-top, cut a bridge tbat connects 
them with the rest of the world and become 
velitable castaways in the midst of tbe Con­
federacy. Will be read with delight by 
children North and South. 

A Serial for Glrle; 
"June's Garden," by Marion Hul, is ad­

dressed specially to girls, and is by a favor­
ite wriler. It is full of fun. the character­
drawing is strong and the whole influence 
of the story is inspiring and uplifting. 

SHORT STORIES. 
There will be many tales 01 brave eff()rt 

and adventure, George Kennan has writ­
ten lhree eXCiting &tories of bis experiences 
in Russia; Walt tl' Oamp will have a stirring 
account of a bicycle rllce, and J. T. Trow­
bridge will contribute a story of tbe sea. 
Every month will have articles represent­
ing 

A 11 the Best Writers. 
PatrioUc Sliet<.'hes, Helpful 
Articlcs. Titles of 'J'rn'Ve), }<'nn­
cuua Tales Brigbt l·oem~, 
lSl)trUed Picttll'es, Prize Puz­
zles, &c., 4:c., &c. 
' 3 OJ It year, 25 cents ,a number, All cl(a le~s take 
subscri l)tiolls , 01' r e'ln ta nccs m"l1 be made (IITecl to 
l he Ii1Loli sheTS by nlOl1ey OJ' t Xjlress ord~r. check, 
draft or registered leiter. 

THE CEJ\TlJRY CO .• 
Union ~q"nl'e, New York 

FACT AND FICTION. 

Ill-gotten gains-the doctor's fees.­
Yale R ecord. 

Was He Afraid of AppendicitiB?­
"LiLLie Jack Horner eat in a corner 

Eating a Christmas pie; 
He putin his thumb and pulled outa plum," 

.And the question arises-why' 
-Puok. 

Will Take Them AII.-Teacher: "Let 
us pray for the day when in our country 
there will be no North, no South, no 
East, no West. Now, what is the great 
agency that will aacom}>lieh this end?" 
Cla ss: "Chicago."-7'ruth. 

lUI'S, Yott'nghub: "Oh , Ferdy! I have 
such a surprise for you!" Younghttb: 
"You have, love?" ],frs. Younghttb: 
"Yee, dear. See this sweet little dog I 
bought for uBI-only twenty doUars, 
and the dog-seller warranted him to be 
a pure mongrelI"-Pttck. 

(Lynched)-Bronco Pete: "Yes ... ladYi 
I wuz wid yer son w'en he died. He 
looked jes' like an angel, to~, w'en he 
wuz dyin'." Mrs. Brown (weeping): 
"He did." Bronco Pete: "Oh, yes; in­
deed he did-swingin' back an' forth in 
de air, ye know, almost ez if he had 
wings."-Judge. 

"Here, take my seat, lady," said the 

'Twas the night before Christmas 
A.nd all through the house, 

Not a creature was sleeping, 
Not even a mouse. 

In the annals of Christmastide 
This was the worst-

At two in the morning 
The water-pipes burst! 

-Puok. 

A Bchool master in a boarding school 
was endeavoring to make clear to his 
young pupils' minds the meaning of the 
word "slowly." He walked across the 
room in the manner the word indicates. 
"Now, children, tel! me how I walk­
ed." One little fellow who sat near the 
front of the room almost paralyzed him 
by blurting out: ".Bow-Iegged."-I'id­
Bits. 

"We can't stay at this hotel, Maria!" 
exclaimed farmer Meddergras8, after 
reading the rules tacked to his room 
door. "Why not, Nathan?" "Why, 
they have dinner from eleven to two. I 
kim to town on business, an' I can't af­
ford to waste no three hours a day on 
dinner, to say no thin' 'bout bl eakfast 
an' supper. Gather up yer traps an' 
we'll go Bomewhere else."- rogue. 

Wanted a Blazer.-"l am trnly sorry, 
Johnny," said the friend of the family, 
meetinlt the little boy on the street, "to 
leam that your father's house was 
burned down yesterday. Was nothing 
saved?" "Don't you waste no grief on 
me," replied Johnny. "All of Paw's 
old clothes was burnt up in that fire, 
Maw can't make any of 'em over for me 
this time . Tum-tiddle-lum-tum whoop­
te-doodle-do! "-St. Louis Spectator. 

A clergyman tells an amusing story of 
a worthy vicar in a rural parish who 
had waxed eloquent in the interest of 
foreign missions one Sunday, and was 
surprised on entering the village shop 
during the week to \le greeted with 
marked coldness by the old dame who 
kept it. On asking the cause, the old 
woman produced a half-crown from a 
drawer, and, throwing it down before 
him, said: "I marked that coin and put 
it in the plate laBt Sunday, and here it 
is back again in my shop! I'knowed 
well them heathen never got the 
money!"-Et ening Telegram. 

In an old Lanark kirk, in the begin­
ning of the present century, the minis­
ter was accustomeu, in connection with 
the "occasion," or commuion, to enum­
era te in detail different classes of offen­
ders. Lady Betty, an elderly spinster, 
sat erect in her family pew, and in the 
pew next to hers sat an old bachelor 
laird, with whom she was on intimate 
terms, When the minister made men­
tion of "card-p!ayers and gamblers," 
the laird used politely, but wickedly, to 
offer his snuff-box across to Lady Betty, 
hoping that "her ladyship was hearin'." 
Then when the minister in due course, 
came to "profane swearers," etc.,' Lady 
Betty quietly bent over and tapping the 
laird with her fan on the shoulder, said: 
"Ye're no' eleepin' laird, I hope?"­
Ex. 

MOWING DOWN WHISKERS. 

"Did you ever stop to think," said a 
Kansas City barber the other day to a 
reporter, "how much surface a man 
shaves over in his1ifetime, if he shaves 
every day?" 

"No," replied the lathered face. 
"Well, I never did either until a friend 

of mine with a perfect mania for figures 
came here a few days ago to get a haIr 
cut. We got talking about the trouble 
of shaving every day, and the first 

What for the Boy? 
There never was anything more acceptable to a boy than 

nice clothes. He may enjoy other gifts, but a nice Suit is a 
right down pleasure and comfort. The boy knows as well as 
you do that his appearance depends on the fit and stylishness 
of his clothes, and he is comfortable or uncomfortable accord­
ing as his appearance. 

Make Your Boy Happy. 
We have the garments that will do it, 
from the three-year-old up. 

Handsome Junior and Reefer Suits 
Elegant Two-Piece Short Pant 

Single and Double Breasted Sacks, 
.Finely Tailored Youths· Three-Piece 

Suits, Sacks and Cutaways, 
Beautiful Ulsters and Overeoats 

IN ALI!. AGES. 

~lVe ha.'Ve no Competition on values In BOYil' Clothjng.~ 

Open Evenings 'till Christmas. 

BROWNING, KING & CO., 
UA.NUFACTUREas AND RETAILERS' 

Cor. Broadway and Pine. 

HARDIN LADIES' COLLECE &GERMAN CONSERVATORY 
th yeAr; UNPREOEDENTED PROSPERITY; 24 PROFESSORS 

8 UNIVERSITIES and 5 EUROPEAN CONSERVATORIES. 
PIANO to the best music pupil. GF.RMAN CONSERV A­
F MUSIC, XA. VER SCHA.R WENK.A, Director. Largest 
t, Best. Bend tor Pricen. MEXlUO, MO: 

Genuine Bagster Bible for Ghristmas 

AT A GRA.ND BA.RGAIN. 

The well known MID-CONTINENT premium .Bagster Bible, lierled at $300 is 
now offered at Ihe special price of $1 7:i, Pos.paid. Test'moniale of 'its 
real value have been printed dozens ot' times in this paper. Address, The MID­
CONTINENT. 

thing I knew he had his hands out from 
under the apron and was fiJ1:uring away 
at a great rate. He made me take the 
time to make a half dozen measure­
ments on his face. When he got 
through I was astonished to find that 
the man who shaves himself every 
morning has moved down a big field of 
whiskers at the end of his lifetime. He 
announced his result about like this; 

"The avetage man has twenty ~quare 
inches of beard on his face-a Jarge face, 
well covered with bristles, will figure 
twenty-five or thirty inches. If a man 
with twenty equare inches of face shaves 
every morninlZ, he will scrape over 7,300 I 
square inches in a year. Now, if he 
shaves from the time he is 20 llntil he 
is 70 years old, he will have shaved 
3650GO square inches of beard. This, 
l'ed~ced to feet, is 2,534 square feet, or 
more than one-twentielh of an acre. A 
pretty good patch of whiskers." -.. 

Low Rate Excursion •• 
The Missouri Pacific Railway and Iron 

Mountian Route will sell HODle Beekers Ex, 
cusion Tickets, Nov. 3d and 17th and Dec-
1st and 15Lh, to certain points in the West. 
South Southwest and Southl'ast at half 
rates (pins $2) for the round trip. Descrip­
tive paml hlets on the various states and 
full information ca be obtained at city 
ticket office. 

Solid · Through Trains 

FROM ST. LOUIS TO KANSAS CITY, 
With Dinin~ Cars, V.stibuled Drawing Room, 5leop­

in, Cars, Reclining Chair Cars (Free). 

Sf. Joseph, Denver, Omaha, Sf. Paul and 
Minneapolis. 

Onl, One Change of Carl to the Pacific COall 

Tile best Line for Nebrnslm and the 
Black Hills. 

Quick"1 time to Denver and Cnlorado Points, 

TtOt<:ET (l)£?£?ICE 

S. W. Cor. Broa(lwBY&OJlvet 

St. Louis. Mo. 

L 


