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THE LEDGER of 1896 is ready for the final balance. 

THE TALKING member 0 r the church is not generally 
a workin~ member. 

MOST )IEN are certain that they cou1:l keep a "good 
name" alon~ with "~reat richee." 

Too )[ANY people are looking to themselves as the 
autbors and finishers of their faith. 

ZEAL FOR the salvation of souls is one thinl; zeal for 
the incn:Rse of the church roll is another. 

A WOMAN is not very strong on logic, but she can 
read a man's soul throujlih his eyes every time. 

TUE YEAR of our Lord, 1897, opens before us as a 
clean new palle in the copy-book of school days. 

SOL')ro:-;'S WOXDERFUL Proverbs might havo been 
written at the special request of the mothers of sons 
to-day . . 

"WE ARE standing at the threshold, we are at the 
opened door, we are treading on a border-land we 
never trod before." 

MR. MOODY once took a "crank" who had long been 
worrying him into an ante-room, and prayed that he 
might be given common sense.j 

As THE timid recruit often proves to be the bravest 
in battle, so the humblest Christian in times of trial 
may become a marvel to himself. 

TUERE MAY be skv-blue and white dHettanteism in 
certain eastern na';y blue Presbyterian pulpits, but it 
got there under false Fetenses. 

IN THIS dav of insurance companies galore, it is 
straoge that - one to indemnify men and women 
against breakage o~ New Year resolut!ons has not yet 
been incorporated. 

How OFTEN has the high and holy resolve of the 
irritable man been broken, while his recording angel 
drops a tear on his blotter, as he dates his first busi­
ness letter just 365 days too late. 

THE CROSS of the King's Daughters is often a silver 
bond between Princess Fortunata \;)efore the counter, 
for whom a brougham waits, and the tired shop-girl 
behind the counter-for whom the street car often 
doesn't wait. 

EmIE DAyan evangelist will appear who doesn't 
know a single funny story, who tells no personal ex­
periences, who allowB infidels to do all the sneering at 
chnrchE's, but who just preaches Ohrist crucified. 
Multitudes are looking for that man. 

FOR NINETEEN centuries the infiuence of One born 
in a stable and murdered between two thieves, while 
bigots jeered, bas been the dominating force back of 
every kind thought and every good deed. That God­
man WRS denied human justice, yet He is embodied 
in every human law which makes for Right against 
Might to-day. 

Ring out the old, ring in the I:ew, 
Rin~ happy bells acro£ls the snow, 
The year is going, let him go; 

Rinl!: out the false, ring in the true. 
• * • * • 

Ring in the valiant man and free, 
The larger heart, the kindlier hand; 
Ring out the darkness of the land, 

Ring in the Christ that is to be. 
-Tennyson. 

ST. LOUIS. DECEMBER 30, 1896. 

IMPORTANT NOTICE .. 

A. ('baDge in the fnture plana 
of "'.l'be ltlid.Uontincnt" is 
announced on the editorIal 
pnge (8). 

Thc attention of every sub. 
8('rlber and ad"ertiser il!l dl. 
r«!cted to it. 

OXCE AT a foot-ball game at Washington, six of 
the players were carried helpless from the field, and 
four of those were taken to the hospital. One had a 
broken back. No wonder bull-fighting has never be­
come a national "sport" in the United States. The 
onlookers wouldn't begin to get their money's worth 
of gore and deatb. A man who kills another in a 
plain row is a murderer. But a student of the classics 
who, while enraged, breaks the back of another aca­
demian in a foot-ball row is-an athlete. The dis­
tinction is marked; but the difference? 

ARCHDEACON FARRAR deplores the fact that Borne­
times at the "splendid tables of the wealthy the good 
old simple, beautiful English practice of saying grace 
before meal is falling into neglect." This good old 
practice and likewise the custom of having family 
prayers are falling in to quite general neglect in this 
country. For years tbere has been complaint that 
the family altar no longer holds its place in Christian 
hou2eholde. Many pastors would pro' ably be aston­
ished to learn how few families in their churches 
have the family altar. Is it not worth while to en­
deavor to revive this importl\nt part of our holy reli­
gion? 

A CERTAIN old Scotch lady was once protesting with 
all her might against the resignation of her pastor. 
The worthy man, no doubt harrassed and tr!ed in 
spirit over the matter, tasted sweetness in her words, 
but at the S8IDe time wishing modestly to receive her 
high estimate, and to comfort her in the thought that 
all was not lost in his departure but that there were 
still as good fish in the sea as ever were caught, bid 
her not to worry: "You'll get a better man after I'm 
gone." But how was the fine edge of her compliment 
taken off by her remonstrating reply-fiN a, na, we've 
had four pastors already, and everyone's been worse 
than the restI" 

"SILENCE, LET there be no reasoning!" These 
words by a Ruasian collegian in America enablell one 
to draw a mind picture of student life in Russia to­
day: "The dictum of official Russia is: jJ[oltshat ne 
razsuzhdatl-Silence, there is to be no reasoning! On 
all matters political this formula is severely enforced, 
if need be, with the sid of the knout and the terrors 
of Siberia. On all subjects under heaven pertaining 
strictly to science, the student can speculate as much 
as he pleases. He is at liberty to question the eter­
nal verities of science; he is free to deny that two and 
two make four, if he so choose. But the moment he 
touches on the tabooed subject of religion-which is 
the State-or of the theory of government, he is Bure 
to hear the jingling of the gendarmes' spurs, and the 
peremptory order delivered in tones of thunder: 
M olishat, • there is to be no reasoning!' " 

WHAT IS the best method of injuring your pastor 
and his work? Be disloyal. Talk against him. Not 
only to your fellow church members, but also to those 
outside the church. Some kind old lady will doubt­
less repeat your remarks to his wife and then he will 
hear them. Such talking, if kept up 10Dg enough, 
may drive him away. Incidentally, in this connec­
tion, the hearts of ministers' wives have been known 
to break. This course of treatment on the part of the 
alleged Ohristians must be herOIC, and systematic to 
bring about that result. However, should you mere­
ly wish to grieve your pastor and stay his hands, try 
the followin~ prescription: To be well read before 
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taking, say, once a week. 1. Never attend the Sun­
day evenin~ service, and quite occasiona1iy stay at 
home in the morning. 2, Never say a kind word to 
the pastor's wife concerniull the sermon3 or the 
church work: But take every occasion to complain 
to her about the ventilation, the music and the Jack 
of sociability. 3. Never send for your minister when 
you are ill. Should a minister not be a mind-reader 
and know that you are sick, that you waot him? 
Certainly. 4. Be very "chilly" when you Clme in 
late and find a stranger in your pew. DJn't you pay 
good, round, though often delayed, dollars for that 
pew? Surely. 5. Always have a social engagement 
on prayer-meeting night. 6. See that your children 
are never regular in attendance on the Sabbath­
school. Laugb at their criticisms of their teachers. 
You will be glad you did BO,-after whiie. 7. You 
don't want to be intelligent concerning your church 
in general, so don't subscribe to auy denominational 
paper. You take the Sunday morning daily paper. 
Besides, the religious editors-especiallv those west 
of the tawr.y Father of Waters-musn't be allowed to 
become purse-proud and haughty. 

ACCORDING TO the la test fashion in liberal though t 
nothing is so unpopular .to-day as a reliltious creEd, 
Nothing is so much declaimed against. Yet, !!trang~ 
to say there seems to be a mania for new creeds. 
The contradiction however is more apparent than 
real. Each new creed is ehorter than ite predecessor. 
They are growing ehorter by degrees and beautifully 
lesl!, and seem near the vanishing point. The new 
creed-makers Deem to have adopted tbe plan of the 
man who got rid of hia dog's tail by cutlinll it off 
just behind the ears. It was not many years a!to that 
in the interest of something short and comprehensive 
in way of a symbol the (50-called) Apostles' creed was 
held forth as Ohristendom's rallying point, but om' 
restless innovators of to-day, it is to be feared, would 
gravely object to it as too prolix and as entirely too 
definite and restrictive in its statements of belief. 
The latest and shortest is that proposed by Dr. Wat­
son (Ian Maclaren) and reads as follows: "I believe 
in the Fatherhood of God. I believe in the words of 
Jesue. I believe in a clean heart. I believe in the 
service of love. I believe in an unworldly life. I be­
lieve in the beatitudes." For shortness and broad. 
ness we do not believe this can be beaten. We do 
not see why peop!e of every religion, and no religion, 
could not subscribe to it. Dr. Oharles Rodie once 
made this criticism on a sermon presented by a stu­
dent: "You so construct your sentences a3 to let I'll 
the sense out." Dr. Watson has so constructed his 
new creed ae to eliminate from it all the peculiarity 
and definiteness of Christianity. We do not see why 
a pantheist, a mormon, a swedenborgian, a deist, a 
unitarian, a universalist, an arminian, a calvinist, 
and every body else might not subscribe to Dr. Wat­
son's creed. It pretty nearly realizes the desire of the 
French sceptica at the time of the revoluLion, for "a 
religion with a couple of doctrines." The great cry 
just now is for Ohristian Unity, and the unity seems 
to be regarded as far more important than the Ohris­
tianity. Dr. Watson would secure nnity by con­
structing a creed broad and indefinite enough to 
encircle everybody, but leaves out everything dis­
tinctive in Ohristianity. Everybody may keep his 
own conception of God. The new creed does not tell 
us whether Ohrist is divine or not. It makes nO ' re­
ference to redemption, atonement, jUstification, the 
Holy Spirit, revelation, inspiration, the future liCe, 
the church. We think on sec:>nd reading he might 
have condensed his creed a little further by saying 
"I bolieve in some sort of a God. I believe in good­
ness and happiness." The great problem now is for 
a creed indicating how little the church believes how 
little we need to know or care concerning the 'great 
problems of existence and destiny. What we want is 
a free and easy, go as you please creed and Dr. Wat­
Bon has come near providing one for us. It reminds 
UB of the "glittering generalities" of a very broar! and 
vague preacher, wbom we once knew, of the "Peo­
ple'a church" order, which he solemnly uttered in a 
funeral sermon: "Olll friend reBt ~d his trust in the 
Saviour-hood of the Infinite, 'and maue his religious 
profeasion consist ill following the beautiiul, the true, 
and the good." 
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AFTER LONG YEARS. 

Dear heart, and true, in the seasons fled, 
Has the world swept by me, and len me dead? 

Have the pansies withered I used to know? 
Are the roses faded of long ago? 

Do the tapers glimmer that lit the fe!st? 
Has the pageant passed? Has the music ceased? 

And, musing here on the sea-heat coast, 
Am I a living man, or a wandering ghost? 

Still in the acent of the autumn air 
I feel a rapture that's like despair; 

The starlight pale on the sleeping sea, 
Is a nameless, sorrowful joy 10 me: 

And, lit by orb or cresceut of night, 
Meadow aud woodland are brave to sight. 

Still I bend to the mystic power 
Of the strange sea-breeze and the breath of flower; 

'And the face of beanty wakes the wraUh 
Of holy passion aud knightly faithl 

But ever I hear I1U uudertone-
A subtle, sorrowful, wordle8~ moan; 

Tbe diving note of a funeral bell­
The faltering sigh of a last farewell. 

And ever I see, through lurid baze, 
. Tile sombre phantoms 01 olher days; 

In light that's sad as the ruin it frets­
Tile solemn light of a sun that sets. 

Ah, never now does youth dream on 
As it used to dream in the summers gone! 

For rouud it lla~hes the tide of years; 
Its eyes are darkened with mist of tears; 

Its hopes are s~re as the fading grass, 
And nothing it wished hilS come to pass. 

Yet ever. in wayward, passionate power 
Like a wind tilat moans tl:,J.rough a ruined tower. 

O'er memory's darkening fields along 
IL rustles tbe fallen leaves of song; 

And, wild in the heart, it wakes the tbrill 
That notuing but death can ever stilll 

- William Winter. --
NEW YEAR'S PETITIONS. 

What shall I ask f.Jr the coming year; 
What shall my watchword be? 

What would'st Thou do for me. dear Lord 
Wilat can 1 do lor ruee? 

Lord, I would ask for a holy year. 
Spent in Thy perfect will; 

Help me to walk in Thy very steps. 
Help me to please Thee atill. 

Lord. I would ask for a heav~nly year, 
Humble and yet so higb; 

Help me to sink at Thy blessed feet, 
And yet on Thy bosom lie. 

Lord, I would ask lor a trustful year, 
Give me Thy faith divine, 

Tairin g my full inheritance, 
Making Thy fullness raine. 

Lord, I 'fI"ould ask for a year oflove, 
Oh, let me love Thee best; 

Give me tbe love that faileth not 
Beneath the bardest test. 

Lord, I would ask for a busy year, 
Filled up with service true, 

Doing with all Thy Spirit's might, 
What e'er I find to do. 

Lonl, I would ask for a year of prayer,' 
Teach me to talk with Thee; 

Breathe in my heart Thy Spirit's breath, 
Pmy Thou Thy prayer in me. 

Lord, I would ask for tuo dying world, 
Stretch forth Thy mighty hand, 

Thy truth proclaIm, Thy power display. 
Tilis yr.:ll' in every lanel. 

Lorll, I would ask for a year of joy, 
Tily peace, Thy joy divine, 

Springillg undimmed through all the days. 
Bo tbry days of silaclo or slline. 

Lord, I wonld ask for a year of hope, 
Looking for Thee to come, 

Aud hasting on that year cf year3 
That bdng~ m Ch:ip.t and Home; 

Lord, I would ask for a YClIr divine, 
Tramfigured from above, 

Till all its dRYS like heaven's heights 
Shine with 'l'lly light anlliove. 

----------.~~--------

-Sdectcd. 

A wonder slre&rn i3 the ri,er of 'lime, 
As it "uns thro11gl1 the renIn> of leAl'S, 

WiLlr a h:.altl'~s3 rhyt!lm and. a DlllSic3: .hYlne, 
And 1\ broaJ£r ~weer. allLl a sluge snt,';me 

.A H it blenl!a wit!.! the ('celln 0: yCdr~. 
-B. F . Taylor. 

THE MID-CONTINENT. 

SALVATION BY RELIEF. 

BY REV. H, T. FORD. 

"No doctrine has more manifestly declined during 
the last half century than the doctrine of salvation 
by belief," Bays the eminent English historian 
Lecky. 

This statement is important if true. Salvation by 
belief is the one fundamental and essential doctrine 
of Christianity. Justification by faith, or salvation 
by belief, Luther declared to be the doctrine of a 
standing or falling church. It WaB the constant 
preaching of Christ and the Apostles. The Reforma­
tion resulted from the re-discovery of tbis doctrine. 
It is the corner-stone on which all branches of tbe 
evangelical Proteatant churches have been built, and 
on which they all agree. It is central in all their 
creeds. It has been the one essential doctrine in all 
revivals of relilZion and in every case of genuine re­
ligious experience and spiritual life. 

Mr. Lecky is a profound student of history and of 
current events as his recent work: on Democracy and 
Liberty shows, and hie opinion carries great weight 
amon\! scholars. The statement we quote challenges 
the attention of the church. Is he right or is he mis­
taken in the opinion that "no doctrine has more 
manifestly declined during the last half cen tnry than 
the doctrine of salvation by belief?" It is bardly 
wise carelessly to deny or make light of such testi­
mony. 

The doctrine of justification by faith certainly does 
not bold the place in the preaching of the present 
time which it holds in the creeds of th'! churches. 
It certainly does not hold the place in the pulpit 
which it held previous to the last half century. This 
will be clearly if not painfully peen by comparing tbe 
preacbing of the present day with tbat of the Puritan 
divines. We bave listened to many hundreds of eer­
mons during the last ten years in different cities and 
parIs of the counlry, and by preachers of different 
evangelical denominations. The variety of topics 
discussed baa been very great, but we do not remem­
ber to bave heard a single sermon among them all 
which explained and applied the <loclrine of justifica­
tion by faith or tbe doctrine of atonement, or the 
mediatorial work of Christ, or the moral Jaw and 
government of God and sin, and its consequences as 
related to Ihe divine law and government. 

Is it no longer necessary to syst<!matically expound 
and enforce these fundamental doctrines of the 
Chrietian system? Is it sufficient to assume that not 
only the older people, but all the young people suffi­
ciently understand and believe tbem, and tbat occa­
sional and incidental references are all that is re­
quired? While we have heard a good many sermons 
admirably adaptec1 to establish faith in the super­
natural truths of revelation ,and to nourish spiritual 
life, we have also heard a great many of a light sen­
sational and entertaining character. Economics, 
politicp, social relatione, city government are becom­
ing quit~ general themes of pulpit discussion. We 
bave known the Sabbath evening eervice to be given 
up to the discussion of economic questions by lay­
men. 

That the character of preaching has greatly changed 
and modified in the last half century will hardly be 
doubted by anyone, and this change we fear has not 
been in the direction of an increase of faith in a 
supernatural revelation and salvation by belief. 
Surely faith is not tbe leading characteristic of tho 
present time. Tbe drift of opinion is not in that 
direction, and there is reason to fear that the church 
is profoundly affected by this drift. The firat effect 
is ~een not in the denial, but in the omission from 
pulpit di~cussion of the most salient and essential 
doctrines of tbe Christian system. 

The eecular press fre<Luently comments on tbe 
change which has taken place in the preaching of the 
present day. We copy a few statements from a re­
cent editorial of the New York World: "When in our 
day Dr. Dix preachee on the relations of classee and 
masses, and Dr. Parkhurst takes up the moral side 
of tbe monopoly q ueslion, and when such pulpit 
orators as Dr. MacA.rtbur, Dr. Henry Van Dyke. Mr. 
Dixon, Dr. Rainsford, Dr. Huntinj;tton, Rabbi Gott­
hiel, Mr. Peters and olhers habitually preach UpOB 
matters of immediate living importance • , , it 
is not too much to SRy that we have fallen upon a 
new era in preaching," In speaking fartber of this 
change, the writer !!ay~: "Its definition lflay be found 
in the simple statement that our preachprs now take 
for tbeir tbemes matters of present buman concern," 

A young man recently called to a prominent city 
church, declared it to be his intention to preach on 
economics. One of the New York preachers men­
tioned by the World has recently declared that hence­
forI i1 politics would be a feature in the ministrations 
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of hIs pUlpit. President Hyde, of Bowdoin College in 
an article en titled "Impending Pagan ism in New Eng_ 
land" points out how lar/Zely the country churches 
have dcclined and are declininj;t in number~, strength 
and influence, and the Outlook assures us that they 
are losinl': their hold on the people. A company of 
graduates from Andover went out recently with the 
declared intention of teaching the people concerning 
the club, tbe happy holiday, the social circle, the 
reading room, the library, the state, the family, econ' 
omics, good roade. etc. 

The extent to which recent theories in tbe domain 
of natural ecience and higher criticism have invaded 
and modified tbe ancient faith of the church in Ger­
many, England, and thie country cannot now be 
measured, but ~here can hardly be a doubt that tbey 
are seriously affecting the preaching of our times and 
the doctrine of salvation by belief. There can bard­
ly be a doubt tbat tbere is a general tendency in the 
preaching of recent times to become more humanita­
rian, more secular and less theological. Human 
laws and governments and our relations to each 
other are discussed, but not divine laws and govern­
ment and our relations to God, and tbere is a mani­
fest tendency to fall down from a supernatural to II 
naturalistic basis of faitb. 

Is not Christianity, and especially since the Con­
gress of Religions losing, in public ol.inion, ita exclu­
siveness as the only true religion and the only 
method of salvation and coming to be regarded only 
as one religion among many, better indeed and con­
taining more truth than any other, tut not exclusive 
of all others, and its Redeemer and way of faith not 
the only way of salvation. Is it not true that in the 
new progressive theology, in what is so much lauded 
as the broadening and liberalizing tendency in the­
ology, we are losing faith in the atonemflnt and justi­
fication by faith as the only possible method of sal, 
vation for the sinner under the moral government of 
God, and preaching character building in place of th 
atonement. 

The church is rightly regarded as an exceedingly 
valuable moralizing influence in society and under 
the increasingly liberal theology of tbe time there 
seemB to be danger that many preachers and church­
es will be content with morality in place of imputed 
righteousness, salvation by morality instead of re­
demption. Self-righteousness seems to be going to a 
premium instead of being regarded, all in the better 
days of the church, as a most subtle and dangerous 
sin. 

So far as the opinion is sprearling that all religions 
are in some measure inspired, that 'tbe Bible is n Jt, 
a book in a class by itself," but is largely mere "lit­
erature," tbat "not much 'distinction can be made 
between genius and inspiration," tbat "all great 
teachers and writer!!, Copernicus. Buddba, Mobam­
med, Spin(Zll, Tennyson, Carlyle, Lowell," et omne 
genus, "are inspired in tbe same sense as prophets 
and apostles;" that Chriet is not the only heaven. 
sent teacher and Redeemer, that christianity is not 
an exclusive religion, that salvation is not exclusive­
ly through redempHon by atonement and imputed 
righteousness, but that cbaracter and our own 
morality are afler all the true righteousness under 
the divine government, that "it does not matter 
what a mau believes" .so long as he behaves himself. 
To wbatever extent such opinions are spreading in 
tbe church, to that extent they afford a basis for the 
opinion of Mr. Lecky, that "no doctrine has more 
manifestly declined during the last half century, than 
the doctrine of salvation by belief." 

The church lives by faith and if the time ever 
comes when its belief bas declined to the vanishing 
point, it will be a matter of small interest wbether 
the mumified corpse continues or is disorganized. 

Kansas City, Mo. 

- -. 
THE PRAYER. 

lIY A. II. coax. 

o Father, Than with home on high, 
With awe and love thy name 

And will, supreme above the sky, 
Be here supreme the same. 

Our daily bread bestow and bless. 
Forbid thy wrath pursue, 

Forgive as we, wben 10es distress. 
Shall smile forgiveness too. 

Be with us in the fateful hour 
Wben 8atan tempts us sore. 

For 'rhine, the kingdom, glory, power 
Now and forever more. 

Alba.ny, Ga. .. -
The bell strikes onf; we take no nole of time, 
But from its loss; to give it then a tongue 
Is wise in man. -YOttll!l. 
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MEDIT A TlONS. 

lIY REV. JOHN D. PARKER. 

Why cannot post-prandial speeches be converted 
into pre-prandial speeches? Must we continue a 
practice at banquets which endangers life, and has 
cost us the lives of some of our most brilliant men 
like Senator Windom, who died soon after making a 
speech at a banquet in New York? And the danl!;er 
increases in proportion to the intellectual power of 
the speaker. A. man with a small brain, of poor qual­
ity. would not he in much danger in speaking after a 
banquet. It is a well known law of physiology, that 
the nervous fluid is required by the stomach to digest 
food, and it cannot be called to the brain, actively 
t'ngaged in thinking It the same time, without in­
curring dangerous and perhaps flltal consequences. 
Sometimes a wise man, who expects to make a speech 
after a banquet, refrains from eating a mouthful of 
food, and is thus robbed of his repast and made to 
appear unsocial. And when wine is used at the ban­
quet, a practice which fortunately is become obsoles­
cent, a man appears to better advantage in making a 

-speech before his brain is muddled. Perhaps wine is 
the chief cause why so many foolish speeches have 
been made after banq 11ets. Certainly it is just as 
appropriate to have pre-prandial speeches which 
would doubtless possess olle good quality at least, 
namely brevity, for hungry men make short speeches. 

It is difficult to define eloquence, and more difficult 
to ascertain and anal) ze lhe sources of power of the 
preacher. Pulpit power differs in erery preacher, 
and varies largely with the personaiJty of the speak­
er. George Herbert defined eloquence as that which 
"informs and inflames." Tertullian said "elcquence 
is So good man speaking well." Bishop Brooks said 
that wheu "truth expresses itself through person­
ality," the speaker is elcquent. A preacher is elo­
quent when he gives utterance to thoughts and t'mo­
tions which are adapted to excite corresponding emo­
tionf! in olbers. Eloquence h:1s its rules, but many 
men are eloquent where utterance does not conform 
to any rules laid down in the books. Eloquence 
is a flood of thoughts and emotions that sweeps over 
the congregation with resistless power, which cannot 
be anal) zed and defined sometimes any more than 
we can aecert3in tho sources of the water whose flood 
bursts upon us suddenly and sweeps all before it. 

,. -
BLOOD THEOLOGY. 

BY REV. C. H. WETHERBE. 

This term is very obnoxious to some religionists. 
To them it is perfectly horrid. It offends tbeir ideas 
of moral "culture." It i8 too coarse for their refined 
minds. There ie a sort of brutality about it which 
severely shocks them. Well, all this shows that such 
peop!e are in a spiritual condition which greatly 
needs reconstructing. In decrying "blood theology" 
they are denouncinlr the Ecience of God as illustrate.i 
nn Calvary. They are making faces at Christ in his 
agony over their sins. That was no scenic tragedy 
on calvary. The cross is infinitely more than an 
example of human suffering. It is vastly more than 
a piteous appeal to the moral consciousness of sinful 
humanity. It is the blood of the heart of God in 
Christ, rendering satisfaction to divine law. It is 
God's almighty condemnation of sin, written in the 
blood of his eternal Son. It is the infinite expression 
of divine wrath against human transgression and 
human sin. Christ is the slain victim, offered as an 
expiation for iniquity. On the cross He hung as a 
substituLe for all who should believe on Him. On 
that cros8·altar Christ fulfilled the bloody ritual of 
the Old Testament economy. Calvary is Christ's 
supreme and cOlDplete answer to the bloody eacrifices 
of the preceding ages. Why, bloody theology rnns 
throughout the whole Bible! It is the throbbing life 
of all that is vital and saving in the Bible. Take its 
blood out, and all that is left in the Bible is but a 
dead and dreary fragment. Paul's preaching was full 
of blood theology. Such also was the preaching of 
the other apostles. "Christ crucified" was the san­
guine burden of all apostolic preaching, and this is 
why the Christian religion lDade the mighty and 
swift progress that it did. They who preach the 
bloodless ekeleton of morality never lead souls to 
Christ. He who ignores Christ's blood, ignores the 
only life which unites human hearts to Him in eter­
nal fellowship. .. .. 

I hear the muffled tramp of years 
Come stealing up the slope of time; 

They bear a train of smiles and tears, 
Of burning hopes and dreams sublime. 

-Ja,. (J. Clat·ke. 

, 

THE MID-OONTINENT. 

NEW YEAR THOUGHTS. 

"What is before me in the coming year? God has 
hidden it from me because I could not bear its sor­
rows. There are failures as wretched as any in the 
past, griefs as bitter, longings unsatisfied. ideals un· 
attained. Or, if in any way I may grow stronger and 
happier, a year's improvement will be almost un­
noticed. And tbere are old sorrows that time will 
not soften, because it has not. I see them lyinl!; dark 
along the way before me, reaching into the black 
cloud, where they meet who knows what coming dan­
gers and changes and pains? God promises me no 
better years than He has given me. Indeed, what 
am I that I should ask for better years? God is 
greater than my prayers have ever been. God is 
more eager than my complaints. If nothing else in 
the universe were sure this would be that God has 
!liven me all the good I could bear. Uplifts from 
many a failure prove it, fierce griefs assuaged, desires 
crowned with fulfillment, and years led through 
crooked paths of self-will, yet ever, by God's grace 
to a wider life. Forgive my weak forebodings, loving 
Fatber. Truly I know that thou hast hidden the 
coming year from me, not because its sorrows are so 
great, but because I am not strong enongh for its 
joys. What wonderful tbings await me, back of the 
sweetly mysterious cloud? There must be deeper 
knowledge, for Thou wilt continl1e to teach me; and 
fuller love, for the years bloom ever the richer with 
it; and wider friendships, for myoid friends continu­
ally bring me new ones; blessed changes that meap 
no los8 or sorrow, but only the keenest of joy. I will 
go forth into the year with Thee, 0 Thou who never 
withhold est. " 

The day has sad memoriea for moat of us. There 
is fcarcely a household in the land wht're there is no 
"vacaut chair," but the blessinga that have come 
inlo our lives, for wbich we should give thanks, aTe 
like our opportunities {or doing good, countless in 
number. 

The past is behind us, the New Year of lo-day is 
all that we can call our own. Let us so plan to spend 
it, that it will leave a brigbt epot for somebody to 
lool!: back upon.-The Hou.~eho7d 

Faith is to believe what we do not see, and the re­
ward of this failh is to see what we believe.­
Augustine. 

Men do not become holy by a careless wish; there 
must be study, consideration, liberation, and earnest 
inq uil'y ,-Spurgeon. .... 

THE HAPPINESS OF OL D AGE. 

BY II. A. N. 

Many sources of enjoyment which are open to the 
young, are dried up in old age. Is it possible to 
eecure that otbers shall be opened instead? Doubt­
less much may be done in this behalf by cultivating 
the right feelings and habits, during the course of 
life. Of great importance is that quick and genial 
sympathy which enables one to enter readily into the 
{eelinga of others, and to share them. This disposi­
tion gives to some aged people a most delightful ca­
pacity to enjoy the society of youth, and to take de­
light in witneaeing and sharing the innocent sports 
of children. They seem thus to live over again the 
brighter periods of their existence; and when, to­
gether with this there is a contented spirit, a habit of 
cheerfully enjoying what Providence lJestows, with· 
out any repining for what Providence withholds; 
when there is also the capacity, acquired by previous 
habit, of directing the mind to elevated contempla­
tions-then you behold as pleasant a picture of peace 
and happiness as can anywhere be found. 

Who does not love to enter the flwelling of such an 
aged person? Who is not rflfreshed, and improved 
by such an one's company? 

What is it, that can secure this to an aged person? 
Sincere piety. The wildness of youthful gayety, and 
the busy occupation of middle life may drive away 
thoughts of reli~ion from the mind, and may produce 
an apparent, a delusive, contentment, without hope 
in God. But in the solemn and contemplative even­
ing of lift', the eye will turn towards the setting sun; 
and if, {rom thence, it be not /lreeted with the mild 
radiance of a hope-inspiring light if a dark and 
tempest-threatening cloud be lowering over the hori­
zon, the heart cannot be at peace. The old know that 
they shall Boon leave this world. They cannot, with­
out insanity, look forward to long years of enjoyment 
here. Alael for them, if they cannot look with hope 
to the future world. The old cannot do without reli. 
gion. The old need God to lean upon. No earthly 
resource is adequate for them. We all have reason 
to tlray, in the touching words of the Psalmist, "Vast 
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me not off in tbe tirue of old age; forsake me not, 
when my strength faileth." 

Is there a more melancholy spectacle than that of 
an aged man, without bope in God? the mind losing 
its relish for earthly pleasures, al1d turning away 
from them with satiety or disgust, yet having no 
relish for spiritllal joys, the heart chilled by many 
disappointments, and cheered by no immortal hopes; 
this world just ready to be left behind, and no good 
provision for tbe world to come; this life pasaed away 
and no assurance of a happy life hereafler; this earth­
ly houBe ready 10 bll dissolved, and no eternalhabita­
tion prepared! 

In what delighlful contrast to all this, is the old 
age of one, who has led a life of piety, and can say, 
humbly but confidently, "I have fought a good fight. 
I have finished my course, I have kept the faith, and 
henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of right­
eousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, will 
give me at that day." 

Sincere piety is the only adeqnate security for 
hsppiness in old age. Any aged person who lacks 
this, has indeed a desolate and cheerless old age. To 
such, the writer would say, with respsct and affec­
tion, although you have failed to improve aright the 
best periods of life, your case is not hopeless. You 
may yet be bappy in God. ae who has waited so 
long for you, waits a little longer, "but how little, 
none can know." Hasten, now, to the Saviour who 
waits to welcome you. 

i'o 

... 
THE FLlGtIT OF TInE. 

How short our happy days appear! 
HolV long the sorrowfull 

-Jean I1tgelotJI. 

Like wind flies time 'tween birlh and death, 
Therefore, as long as tbou hath breath, 
Or care Cor two days hold tbee free: 
The dRY that was and is to be. 

-Omar Khayam. 

Wben time is flown, trow it fled, 
It is beUer neither to ask nOI tell, 

LeaVe the dead moments to bury their dead. 
-Meredith. 

The more we live, more brief appear 
Our life's succeeding 8lage~, 

A day to childbood seems a year, 
.And years like passing ages. 

-Campbell. 

N 01 no arresting the V89t wheel of time, 
That round and round still turns with onward might, 
Stern, dragging thousands to the dreaded night 
01 an unknown hereafter. 

-Chas. Cowden Clarke. 

The present is our own; but while we speak, 
We cease from its possession, and resign 
The stage we tread on, to another race, 
As vain and gay, and mortal liS ourselves. 

-T. L. Peacock. 

Youth is not rich in time, it may be poor; 
Part with it as with money, sparing; pay 
No moment but in purchase of its wortb; 
And what it's worth, ask deatb-beds; they can tell. 

-IToung. 

Time is eternity; 
Pregnant with all eternity can give; 
Pregnant with all that makes archangels smile. 
Who murders time, he cruslles in the birth 
A power eternal, only not adorn'd. -Young. 

Time in advance, behind him hides his wings, 
And seems to creep decrepit with his age; 
Behold him when passed by; what then is seen 
But his broad pinions swifter than the wind. 

-rounQ'. 

Time is great, aud greater no man's trust 
Than his who keeps the fortress for his king; 

Wearing great honors as some delicate robe, 
Brocaded o'er with names 'Iwere sin to tarnidh. 

-(Jeo. Eliot. 

Old time, in whose bank we deposit our notes, 
Is a miser who always wants guineas for groats; 
He keeps all his customers still in arrears 
By lending them minutes and charging them years. 

--0. W. IIolmf!. 

Procrastination is tile tllief of time­
Year after year it sLeals, till all are fled, 
And to the mercies of a moment leaves 
The vast concerns of an etprnal scene . 

-Young. 

Ihe flood of time is rolling on, 
We stand upon its blink, whilst tlley are gone 
To glide in peace down d,el\til's mysterious stream. 
Have we done well? -Shtllell. 
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l\OTES BY THE WAY. 

BY B. B. ll'. 

"..t MerrJj Ohristma.s and. a Happy New 
Year." 

By the time these lines reach 'fEE MID­
CONTINENT home, the old year will be gone 
aed a New Yeal' with all its hopes anrl possihil­
ities will he upon us. Many resolves will he 
made to mak.e 189i a better year thall1896-
year the best year of life so far; but will it 
be so? Much depends upon ourFelves. 
It certainly will not be better unless 

those "new resolutions" roade are resolute­
ly adhered to; unless we carry the impulses 
for better thin~s all through the Circling 
year: unless we seek the help of one stronger 
than we are to assist us in reaching after 
the good and to aid us in sh unuing and com­
batting the evil. He is strong indeed who 
is "strong ill the Lord." 

In bidding farewell to lhe old year we 
leave behind ns many pleasant memories 
and many bitter regrets-memories of op­
portunities improved and of good e/ljoyed­
regrets because of sad failure to improve 
passing privileges and to "do good" as we 
have had opportunity. But neither will 
rej oicing over successes or repining over de­
feats do the work of the new year. We are 
"to forget lhe things which are behind and 
press toward those which are belore." We 
need to take hold of some honorable and 
respectable work and push it with all the 
vim 01 a lofty purpose. The doless and 
spiritless man will accomplish hut little 
while idleness and laziness are positive SIDS, 

The devil gets iu his best work with the 
man who has nothing to do or who will do 
nothiug good or noble. 
If we could get at all the lacts in the case, 

it would doubtless prove true, that iu ninety­
nine cases out of every aile hundred­
where scandals arise and evil reporte are 
Circulated, they are due to "idle tongues" 
or rather to the "busy tongues" of idle 
people. We should all seek to be so busy. 
with our own affairs-or doing good and 
bringing good to others that we should 
have uo lime to be "prying into the affairs 
of our neighbor." 'fhe plumed and cheer­
ful songster generally flits 011 a busy wing; 
but the sharp·eyed "carcasE-hunter" sails 
lazily on motionless pinions while he dis· 
covers the carrion on which he flltteu~. 

L1t us all rise about that whi cb causes so 
much of sadness and sin in this world and 
during the coming year bring forth that 
which will make earth happy and heaven 
nj oice. 

The" Week of Prayer" is upon us again 
and may we not hope that there will be an 
unusual spirit of consecration and devotion 
throughout the church? Probably there 
never has been a period wilhin the memo 
ory of this generation when there was 
greater need lor the church to "seek unto 
her God." The land has just passed 
through an iutense aud distracting political 
campaign; the "gods of gold and silver' 
have hCEn "set up;" the "mamma 1 

righlcon~uess" has been unduly exalted: 
apr,eul iJa2 been mad.e to this or that party: 
or 1.0 t his or that pollay, and God seems to 
bave had lit t le pItre in our thought. The 
ballri thaL mles the nations and the wisdom 
thl\t cometh from above has not been recog. 
niz (~d or sough t as it should. From the 
world-wide standpoint it is quite clear that 
the great Christ jan nations, either through 
selfish diplomacy or shameful fcar bave 
slood by and wilne25ed the most colossal 
cri:nes of the century, carried on in both 
Armen;a and Cuhs, and yet bave been sil­
ent, or, at lellst, inrliifuent to the cry of a 
"brc!.h~r's hlood." WiIlnot the God of na­
tiOlJS holel the Christian powers responsible 
lor the merciless butchery? Is there not 
room for deep seH·abasement and humilia­
ting confession of impotency on the part of 
every Ohristian power on E'/uLh? Have we 
a right to claim to be "0 on's chosen peojlle" 
or true !epresp.ntat!cns of the ('Prince of 
I'ea~e" when we col<1:y "look on" and ruise 
110 hand or voice to ;uter:ere with {hi, 
WllutO!1 !l1l,\ diano!l<.:&! dcs~n;ctiol1 of hnw~n 
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life, and that too, when those who are 
wickedly murdered are guilty 01 no greater 
crime than desiring to tmjoy their inaliE'n­
able right! of "life, liberty and tbe pursuit 
of happiness" and the pIJvilege o! "wor­
shiping God according to the dictates 01 
conscience." The Ohristian world needs to 
confess individual and natural sins, to turn 
from human expedients and selfish policies 
and to "s~~k unto God" that He may stay 
the hand of the oppres,er; that He may 
"rebuke the devourerer"; that He may 
break down the selfishness of the human 
heart, and of the nations, aud hring in a 
glorious day of "peace and prosperity" to 
h is church and to this sin.cursed.earth. 
MIlY this "tUttle of prayer" bring all me', 
nearer to God than ever they have b~en btfore. .... 

KANSAS ITEMS. 

OAKLEY.-This church is served by Rev. 
R. E. Finleyson, a licentiate of Osborne 
Presbytery, who gives one-hall his time to 
thIs point and the other half to Oakley. 
The people of lhis point are rejoicing in the 
Occupancy 01 their new and commodious 
house of worship. It is neat aad well 
equipped with all modern conveniences 
and is very creditable to this frontier com. 
munity.-S. B. F. 

COLBY.-This church is also served by 
Bro. Finlayson and has a reputation for 
promptness in its financial obligations. 
The growth of the church is slow, owing to 
the fact that there is but little immigration 
into this region at the present time. The 
Presbyterian church, however, was never 
more needed in the commuuity than now, 
hecause, strange as it may seem, those who 
are "riding religious hohbie3" aud promul­
gating dangerous doctrInes, in the name of 
religion, find a fruitful field for their errors 
in these remote fields, where the people do 
not have the opportunities of those farther 
east. The "holiness craze," "seventh· day 
adventism," and many other pernicious 
errors creep in aud lead many astray where 
the sound and scriptural principles of Pres­
hyterianism are not held lorth.-S. B. F. 

NORTON.-This church is faithfully served 
by Rev. A. C. Keeler, who is doing an ex. 
cellent work. We were sorry to find Mrs. 
Keeler quite unwell, but it is hoped that 
her sickness may be temporary. Brother 
Keeler serves this church in connection 
with Calvert. He is quite popular in these 
communilies and deserves great credit in 
his trying work on the frontier. Shall the 
Presbyterian church say to such men, "'Ve 
will no louger sustain you on the Iron tier?" 
-S.B.F. 

Bow CRI!l!K -This is a country church, 
served by Rev. H. M. Shockly in connec­
tion with Phillipsbnrg and Long Island. 
Here we have a church composed of sub. 
stantiallarmers who are loyal to Presbyte. 
riani sm and who are anxious to have servi­
ces continued among them. They do what 
they can and are exceedingly anxious that 
they be not deprived 01 what they have. 
It is impossible for them to have regular 
services without the help of the Board of 
Home Missions aud hellce they are most 
solicitous for the welfare of that Board aud 
are praying that God may bless his people 
in the effort to wipe out the debt and thus 
save these struggling frontier Churches 
Irom exlinction. Brother Sho-kley gives 
them oue service in two weeks and they do 
appreciate their privileges.-S. B. F. 

PEILLIPSBURG.-This is one of the most 
promising points for .Presbyterianism in 
the northwest part of Kansas. The com. 
munity is not overcrowded with churche~. 
The veterau missionary, Rev. H. M. Shock­
ley serves this church and regards the out­
look as very hopelul. Bro. S. has heen 
preaching the I:ospel for about thirty-seven 
years, and has done a good work. Since 
coming to Kansas be has gathered into the 
churches which he has served, including 
McPhe!'!on, Hutchinson, Larned, Spear­
ville, Cawker City and others, about 3jO 
members and he allv:1Ys leaves a church in 
good working oruer. One of the sad things 
in connection with the present outlook IS 

that the Presbyterian church is practically 
saying to such men, such noble veterans. 
through the conditiou of the Home Board, 
"you cannot longer be maintained by us on 
the fronlier. It "tears of blood" would 
avail, they wonld be freely shed to renudy 
this sad c071ditio".-S. B. F. 

S1i.ITH CENTRE.-This church is served by 
ReI". Jacob Baay who has (or years stood 
by his post here and at Crystal Plains. In 

Smith Centre tbe church building has re­
cenny been repainted and papered and now 
makes a most cozy and home·like appear. 
ance. Bro. Baay is a bard worker and bas 
been like a "solid rock" tor orthodoxy 
amid the loose notions and false ideas which 
float around in this frontier region. In­
stead of recalling them, more such men are 
needed to stand lor that pure gospel which 
makes lor righteousness and good citizen_ 
ship. It will be a sad day for the cause of 
righteousness and truth when our mission­
aries Bre compelled to abandon these fields 
where they are so much needed. Shall it 
be 801-S. B. F. 

MORAN.-On the 10th inst., the Presby­
terian church of this placfl held its annual 
meeting, at which there were interesting 
and enconragiug reports given by the Sab. 
bath-school, the Y. P. S. C. E., the Juniors. 
the Ladies Missionary Society, the Ladies 
Aid SOCiety, the Mis~ion Band and the 
church treasurer, followed by the elecl ion 
of officers. During the year the church has 
received sixteen members on confeSSion 01 
their faith, aud eleven by letter, of these 
five were received last December, and the 
rest since February when our minister, 
Rev. Oharles Evans, came to us, since which 
time he has labored earnestly and faith. 
fully. A special series of meetings was 
commenced on November 15th, and con­
tinued three weeks, Mr. Evans having no 
outside help, resulting in a spiritual 
alVakening within the church, and an addi· 
tion of three members. There have been 
nine adults, and oue infant hapUEm. At 
the roll call at the aunual meeting, each 
time the name 01 one who had passed over 
the river was called. the congregation rose 
to their leet, and the scene was very im­
pressive, and left all hearts tender, and at 
the regular prayer meeting at night. the ex. 
ercises took the form of a birthday meeting 
aa the church was organized, Dec. 10, 1882, 
and as we reviewed the past fourteen years, 
the memories were very blessed. The 
church built a manse in 1895, receiving aid 
Crom the Manse Fund to the amount of 
$400.-J. E. J. 

ent calendar year is $1644. I wish all our 
churches would imitate. Last, but not 
least, our churcb chair, all professing Chris­
tians meets lor practice flvery Saturday 
eveni'ng, opens with prayer, and sing. one 
hour. Nced I add we have good musw?­
Samuel Ward. 

LYONS.-This church received two at ita 
recent communion, husband and wife, both 
by letter, and hoth returning to their first 
church home after an absence. In the 
evening of the same day a Praise meeting 
was conducted by the Womau's Missionary 
SOCiety. Among the attractions of the pro­
gramme was a short talk by the president 
of the Synodical Foreign Missionary So­
ciety, who was one of the origi~al seven 
with which tbis church was orgaDlzed. At 
the request 01 the pastor the Y. P. S. C. E. 
will hold a similar public missionary meet· 
ing soon. 

OLATHE.-The Presbyterian church at 
Olathe, Kan .• just closed a series of meet· 
ings which were continued for near three 
weeks. The power and presence of the 
Holy Spirit was felt by all who attended. 
The membership of church were greatly 
revived' 15 were adJed on profession of 
their faith. The ))1Sl0r was assisted by 
Rev. A. M. Reynolds of 03kaloosa, Kas. 
This church can mort cheerfully recom­
meud Bro. Reynolds as an earnest and 
faithful preacher of the Gospel, an~ add 
qualified for eVRngelistic work:. W:llie ~e 
is a regular pastor. he will cheerfully assist 
in protracted meetings when called upon. 
A. V. Stout. 

~ommu nicate~. 

SOME THOUGHTS FOR THE SEA­
SON. 

J\ETBosPllcrrvlI AND PBOSPIICTIVE. 

BY A. B. E. 

EMPORIA, Jl'InsT.-The ladies of this church It is well that each recurring holiday sea­
set out with the purpose of raiSing $3000. son brings to the minds aud hearts of the 
On the new edifice now in process of erec· h 'ft 

people 01 Ohristian :ands, through t e gl S 
tion. They have already paid il' $2200. of given and received at Ohristmas, thoughts 
that amount, and are unitedly at work for of Him whose birth that day commemo­
the remaining $800. All honor to these rates. 
ladies.--The (Welsb) Preihyteriau holds For weeks past, all Christendom has been 
on its way bravely, unitedly, efficiently. 

preparing to celebrate the auniversary of 
There is quite a numher of that desirable an event so important that all history 
nationality in and around Emporia. They dates from it, backward or forward. An 
always command respect. May their num- event so important that even heaven broke 
her uever grow less. Then, "tbere is little 

through the clouds to witness it, and many 
Benjamin."-The Aruudel Avenue Pres- of her hest singers joyfully joined in the 
byterian church of Emporia, yes. there are 

wonderful midnight chorus that aecom­good things to tell of it. They regularly 
observe the monthly concert of prayer for panied the herald's announcement of the 

"good tidings of great joy, which sball be Foreign Missions. Nor is this as perfunct-
to all people." Yet how much more must 

ory service. Earnest prayer is offered for that event mean to us than to the heavenly 
the special field of the month, and several I I' t t th t ho ld de 

choir s It no mee a we s u -memhers of the congregation g've mission. 
vote some time to considering the signifi­

ary information, yonng men and young cauce to us of the Messiah's birth. What 
women, from the College classes are par tic-

does it really aJean to you and mtl ularly helpful io this. Thus they not only 
When the great anthem of the angel interest the people, but cultlvate their own 

choir rolled over the J udean hills it pro· knowledge of Missions. and an ability to 
claimed what his advent meant to the report it. Of course our Sunday·school is a 

well sustained institution. Our superin. world: 
teudent is Mr. H. I. Mathis. We have "Glory to God in the highest, 

Aud on earth peace, 
clasaes from that for infauts, to that for the Good will toward men." 
aged, who brinJ their spectacles. Once a God's highest glorv and mau's highest 
month the Sunday·school takes up a collec- good are thus blended-are one. God's 
lion for some church enterprize, Missions, highe.st glory was manifested in the work of 
Education, Freedmen, the Emporia Col- redemption, a work greater than creation. 
lege, etc. The amount sent in for the pres- Creation cost but a word. He spake and it 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
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was accomplished. But redemption cost 
an immeasurable amount-the life, the suf­
fering, the death of his only, well-beloved 
Son. Therefore, our highest glory is found 
in our partnership with Him, and that to 
us, his children, whom He has made mes­
sengers, has been committed the word of 
reconciliation, and ours is the great privi­
lege of carrying the news of redemption 
through his Son, "the only Redeemer of 
God's elect." 

The most important part of our work is 
carrying the "tidings of great joy, which 
shall be to all people." No other service 
can compare in importance with the up­
building of the kingdom. "A ChrIstian 
life is not an imitation, but a reproduction 
of the life of Christ." His mission was the 
saving of mankind, therefore that is our 
mission. Not only must we live fol Him, 
but must work for Him, aud in no way can 
we beUer show our love for God than by 
service to his creatures. 

The principal reason we give presents at 
Christmas is to commemorate God's great­
est gift to us in his well-beloved Son. The 
only perfect expression of love Is sacrifice. 
"God so loved that He gave," and he who 
loves must give. Love requires expression, 
helice this delicate way of expressing love 
at this time through gifts of remembrance 
beslowed on those dear to us. 

But are we sure that we are making our 
gifts in the right spirit and to the right 
one? Should Christ's birthday be cele­
brated by making presents to others or to 
Him? Do we celebrate our friend's birth­
day by giving to the other friends, instead 
of the one? When the wise men came to 
worship and acknowledge the infant King, 
did they not bring their offerings of gold, 
frankincense and myrrh? 

Remembering that "Be gave gifts unto 
men" we should rejoice in the privilege of 
giving to Him somethiug that would ex­
press our love for Him, and how can we 
beUer do this than by giving to the Ie aRt of 

• his brethren when He says it will be the 
same as giving to Him? Two weeks ago I 
wrole a plea for "A Christmas gilt fOl 
Christ," hoping that many would be led to 
show their love for the One we love su­
premely by giving to his brethren whose 
needs appeal so strongly to our sympathies. 
Let us show our gratitude also for the bles­
sings we enjoy by finding the neglected lit .• 
tIe ones scattered throughout our land and 
make their lives brighter. Every year 
kind friends send !:oliday boxes to our mis. 
sion schools, containing gifts for the chil­
dren, and in many cases these are the only 
gifts theee little ones receive. It is grati­
tude thus manifested that brings Bim 
down into our hearts aud lifts us up nearer 
to Him, so that we, with our loving service 
aud offerings are accepted by Him. 

One of the world's greatest needs to-day 
is more enlhusiasm for humanity. "Love 
thy neighbor as thyself," Ot "as I have 
loved you" and you'll find the enthusiasm 
manifesting itself in acceptable, effective 
service for your fellow men. 

One of the great lessons is to learn the 
value of souls-human, yet immortal souls. 
Christ taught that a whole world would not 
compenaate for the loss of a soul 1 Yet we 
are content seemingly to go on and in one 
year twenty professed Christians win one 
soul only, while if we were in blood-earnest, 
twenty consecrated, Christ and you, Christ 
and I could certainly win many souls an­
nually. The fault is all ours, not Christ's. 
Shall we not make some sacrifice that the 
souls that have not heard of Him, may 
soon know Him? May God hasten the day 
when all who rejoice in the gift of his love 
shall unite in sending the glad tidings to 
the multitudes who know not of the Ohrist­
child until the light the Magi saw breaking 
over the Judean hills shall flood the world, 
penelraiing the misls and darkness of the 
ages! 

Deaf friend, if you did not make a Christ­
mas gift to our King. will you not resolve 
to remedy that omission by making this a 
happy New Year for some of his children 
who are not situated as happily as you are? 

As you followed the pleas for our home 
mission work during the past few months, 
did you not often wish to do something for 
the education of needy childreu in our land, 
when so many millions are outside of Chris­
tian influence? You can help nOW-do not 
let the year close without resolving that 
the New Year shall see more given to Him, 
and more done for fellowmen as an expres_ 

n of your love for Him. 
The closing hours of each year have a 
culiarly solemn significance, as we sit 
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apart, alone with our 80ul and God. II is a 
thoughtful, searching self-questioning time. 
What record has the clo~ing year borne to 
heaven? Have we learned the lessons from 
our joys and sorrows that our Teacher de­
signed for us? Shall we profit by the mis­
takes, the omissions, the experiences of the 
past, and better improve our opportunities 
in the new year? Are we satisfied with this 
year's record, or shall we not next year do 
more, give more, pray more, grow more? 

To-day the only hindrances in the work 
in our own beloved land come from lack of 
men and means. Had we the latter we 
could find the former, or had we plenty or 
truly consecrated men and women these 
would bo on lack of the latter. Our actions 
are the best interpreters of our thoughts, of 
our inner liIe, and men read us through 
them. 

May the new year bring to us blessings 
and prosperity in our mission work, and 
may all of our co-workers and all MID-OON­
TINENT readers enter upon it with renewed 
energy, with consecrated enthusiasm. each 
resolving that this shall be the best year in 
her lite. 

May our Master so fill it with joyful ser­
vice that lor you and all wholll your life 
touches it may indeed be "A Happy New 
Year." --

STRA Y SHOTS FROn KANSAS 
CITY. 

It appears that speculators were in the 
habit of cornering grain in Solomon's time. 
"He that withholdeth corn, thc people 
shall curse him; but blessing shall be upon 
the head of him that selleth it." 

Can one reasonably expect to be relieved 
from the consequences of a sin which he 
does not forsake? Can he expect to be re­
lieved of pain if he continues to put his 
hand in the fire? When a wicked man 
dieth his expectation shall perish. 

No human law has ever been able to 
make the degrees of guilt and Ihe degrees 
of Pllnishment coincide. Guilt lies in 
motive and no legislators or courts can ac­
curately judge motives, but the law of the 
Lord is perfect and the judge of all the 
earth will do right. 

Judge John W. Henry of Kansas City,has 
recently completed the draft of a bill modi­
fying the divorce laws of the State. It is 
expected that it will Boon be brought before 
the legislature and certainly ought to pass, 
as it is designed to render it less easy to se­
cure divorces on any and every plea. At 
times fifteen or twenty are granted in a sin­
gle day in one of our courts. It frequently 
happens that one party will apply for a 
divorce aud the olher one lets it go by de­
fault and the court is oMiged under the 
statute to grant the petition, as there is no 
evidence in rebuttal. If Judge Henry's bill 
becomes a law the court will be obliged to 
appoint an attorney to defend such cases. 
Such a law will be good as far as it goes, 
but farther restrictive legislation is needed. 
Our laws are a disgrace to the State and 
our civilization. They afford but little 
security for the family relation and seem to 
regard it as of trifling jmportance. A last­
ing disgrace and blight is put upon the in­
nocent children of these broken homes. 
The Btate cannot afford to encourage the 
ruin of families by its legislation. It is to 
be hoped the legislature will make no delay 
in passing the bill prepared by Judge 
Henry. 

It is stated that thirteen suicides have 
taken place in Wichita during the present 
year, afearful record for a town of twenty 
or twenty-five thousand people. In Kansas 
City and in fact everywhere suicides appear 
to be rapidly increasing and can always be 
traced to sin or scepticism in some form. 
Suicide is the act of despair and a rash at­
tempt to get out of trouble. Faith in God, 
spiritual life, righteous living, the joy of 
saivation do not lead to self-destrnction! 
Mr. Moody is authority for the statement 
that in 1890 there were 8000 murders in this 
country, and in 1895, 12,600. Is this the 
ratio of progress we are to look forward to 
in the fnture? Nothing seems to be cheap­
enIDg so rapidly as human life. 

The great end we all seek is happiness, 
but most of us make the flltal mistake of 
supposing that selfishness brings more hap-

piness than benevolence. An experiment 
in the line of benevolence is pretty al-t to 
change one's views. Mr. D. L. Moody re­
lates the following: 

"I was a guest of John Garrett once, and 
he told me that his father used to entertain 
Peabody and Johns Hopkins. Peabody 
went to England and Hopkins stayed in 
Baltimore. They both became immensely 
wealthy. Garrett tried to get Hopkins to 
make a will, but he wouldn't_ Finally, 
Garrett invited them both to dinner, and 
after'IVard asked Peahody which he enjoyed 
most, the making of money or giving it 
away. 

"Hopkins cocked up his ears, and then 
Peabody told him that he had a struggle at 
first and illasted until he went into his re­
modelled London houses and saw tile little 
children about so happy. 

" 'Then,' said Peabody, 'I began to find 
out it was pleasanter to give money away 
than it was to make it.' Forty-eight hours 
later Hopkins was making out his will 
founding the univerSity and the hospital, 
which covers thirteen acres." 

Benevolence is a luxury as we)) as a duty. 
In talking With Peter Cooper it was easy to 
see that his main happiness came from the 
institute he had founded in aid of poor 
young men and girls In their struggle to 
prepare themselves to earn a living. His 
face was aglow and his heart full as he 
came into the clas3 rooms to watch the ef­
forts and progress of the young people 
whose future was made bright by his 
benevolence. The list of wealthy men 
winning this kind of happiness is rapidly 
increasing. H. T. F. .... 

OUR OPPORTUNITY. 

The unknown author of the epistle to the 
Hebrews is very emphatic in setting forth 
Christ as the satisfaction for our sins. "By 
his own blood he .mtered in once into the 
holy place, having ohtained eternal redemp­
tion for us," is one statement. In the first 
chapter he uses the striking phrase, "When 
He had by himselC purged our sins" He"sat 
down on the right hand of the Majesty on 
high," and in the closing chapter the state­
ment is made, "WhereJore Jesus, that He 
migllt sanctify the people wi~h his own 
blood, suffered without tue gate." 

Why do 80 many fight shy of preaching 
the Gospel in the plain, straightforward way 
of the Scriptures? "The blood of Jesus 
Christ, the Son," says John, "cleanselh us 
from all sin"_ Peler says to us, "Christ 
hath once suffered for sins. the just for the 
unjust", and the Saviour himself declared 
that "lhe Son of man came-to give his life 
a ransom for many." Men are in danger of 
eternal death to-day as in his time. We 
should preach as to dying men. We should 
declare the true counsel of God, not one of 
man's framing. However we have preached 
in the past, whether as the Saviour and his 
apoeUes preached, "repent and believe the 
gospel", or as men so oftenio, "do mercy 
and God will not be very har upon you at 
the last day", let us begin the new year by 
preaching the whole truth as the Saviour 
gave it to menl 

Let us preach the Gcspel of repen tance, 
that we may be able conscientiously to fol­
low it up by preaching the Gospel of good 
works upon repentance as the only foundation 
possible for them in God's sight. fLcts. 26:20. 
Let us with the apostle Paul preach to men 
"that they should repent, and turn to God, 
and do works meet for ,'epentance." Let us 
exalt the practice of mercy, as did the Sav­
iour in that famous command, "Go, and 
Jearn what that meaneth, I will have mercy, 
and not sacrifice," and as He also did, let us 
warn men, saying, "Except ye repent ye 
shall all perish." Let us beware that we 
do not become blind leaders oj the blind, to 
perish in the destruction of those whom we 
ought to warn of the wrath to come. Let 
us remember the warnings of Ezekiel. 
Ezek. 33:1-16. ALTON. 

New York. --
PIERRE COLLEGE, S. DAKOTA. 

Bince September, 1883, this Synodical 
institution has had six hundred and forty­
seven students attending it from one to six 
years. It has sent out thirty-seven gradu­
ates, and more than seventy-five teachers 
(normals). It has aided in the cla88ical 
training of twenty-nine young men for the 
gospel ministry, two of whom are now mis­
sionaries in distant foreign lands. 

Continued on page 13. 
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!lJorI~~<DutIook. 

Fiends in human form wrecked a train on 
a Oahaba river bridge, Alabama, last Sun­
day. As a result thirty-eigbt were killed 
outright and many more badly wounded. 
If caught, the perpetrators are tbreatened 
with death by burning: 

• • • 
All interest centers on Cuba. The Turk 

is momentarily forgotten. The extreme 
difficulty in obtaining authentic news of 
what is really taking place on the island 
adds much to the unpleasant state of diplo­
macy between the United States and Spain. 

• • • 
Formal work on the new tariff bill was 

expected to begin early this week, by the 
Ways and Means Committee. Judging by 
the vast amount of correspondence received 
from aU sections of the country, intense in. 
terest is taken in this proposed tariff legis­
lation. 

• • • 
The scandalous bank failures at Chicago, 

last week, (and which unfortunately are 
still continuing at thIS writing) have aston­
ished and disgusted many. Why cllnnot 
we have bank directors who once in II while 
will direct, and bank examiners who will 
occasionally examine? 

• • • 
To-day Queen Vicleria's oldest son is not 

only the Prince of Wales, but also the 
Prince of Spendthrifts. In thirty-three 
years Albert Edward has "run tbrough" 
$50,000,000. The government has paid him 
$25,000,000, with an additional allowance of 
$5.000.000 for traveling expenses. All this 
he has &pent and yet to-day it is estimated 
he owes various tradespeople and his rich 
friends $20.000,(00_ 

• • • 
The developments in Florida-Cuban 

circles have been startling, and the actors 
in the recent sea tragedy, who were on 
board the "Three Friends" are badly 
frightened over the gravity of tbe situation 
in which they have been fnvolved. They 
find themselves, instead of being in a dan­
gerous position as filibuslers, to be in the 
unenviable position of pirates, and the 
wisest Cuban heads have been summoned 
in consultation. 

••• 
Latest advices from Cuba, at this writing 

state that attacks upon the suburbs in and 
around Havana have become a cl)mmon 
affair now. The firing could be heard in 
the city proper; while the fires ffom burn­
ing buildings could easily be seen. The 
officials sent out extra troops Sunday for 
guard duty. Advices from Artemisa report 
desultory fighting. Rivera's band has 
made several dashes at the Spanish col­
umns. in two instances inflicting considera­
hie loss. Col. San Martin's troops were 
forced back Saturday morning by a strong 
force of insurgents. who drove them half a 
mile, until re ·ellforcements arrived, and 
turned the tide of battle. 

• • • 
Some remarkable correspondence is 

brought to light in the Madrid press, to 
show the trne feeling of Spain towards the 
United States: Big. A. Pldal, President of 
the Spanish Cham ber of Deputies, says in a 
letter that it is necessary to understand the 
American nationality; which, thr')ugh the 
erro:s of the Latin races and the selfish 
Anglo-Saxon policy, seem3 destined to 
transform lind absorb in an embryonic 
union of a people without a history the 
future des tines of the American Continent. 
Some writers say that the American Union 
is the prototype of the world'! democraCies. 
Sig Pidal continues: "Wieer thinkers have 
reckoned up at its true value this gigantic 
agglomeration of new peoples. Serious 
statesmen are aware that strife, espeCially 
economical, is inevitable between Europe, 
whose champion now is Bpain, and the 
American colossus, which was foreseen by 
the Prophet Daniel, with a head of iron, a 
breast of silver, a beUy of bronze, feet of 
clay." Proceeding thell to compare Amer­
ica with wealthy bankers, Senor Pidal 
argues that she will think twice before at­
tacking the poor hidalgo, whose only de­
fense is an allceetral sword. "Spain must 
not display bravado," Senor Pidal continues 
"but a oalm determination to preserve her 
colonies, confiding in the justice of her 
cause and leaving the result to PrOvidence. 
Those who once shouted 'On to Berlin' ee­
tabl isbcd latcr the horrors of the Commune. 
Spain is not invincible, but she is not a 
desplicable e:n€-my and history shows that 
in many instar.cea a small and desperate 
army has rouled 8nperio~ [orces." 

---
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TCTTJI'l' .-SYEIA. 

E O)Ill.-T HE SOUTH. .-
IN JAPAN. 

The friends 01 Missions should always be 
ready to consider both sides of the outlook, 
and to take into account disappOinting as­
pects of the Situation, when they arise as 
well as the mMe hoperul conditions. Rev. 
E. H. Jones, of Sendia, Japan. Thus 
writes in the llli88ionary R w itw: 

It was said by some one not very long ago 
concerning the evangel izdtion of Japan, 
that "if we could send one thousand work­
ers at once to Japan the country would be 
Christian ill ten yea,s." I ll.lOught at the 
time of tbe nnmber 01 people in the home 
land who think the Christianization of the 
world is largely a matter of men and money. 
They 10rget the word wh ich saye, "Not hy 
might nor by power, but by My Spirit, 
eaith the Lord." I take it all these plans 
mak~ too much of man's part in this work 
of the extension 0/ the kingdom. We are 
not t.o find any 11ew way of bringing men or 
nations to Christ. The One who commaDd­
ed us to "di~ciple all nations" chooses His 
apostles aotl has given them the plan of 
cam paign. .. For after that in the wisdom 
of God the world by wisdom k new nol God, 
it pleased God by the foolishness of preach. 
ing to save them that believe." N ow and 
then He chooRes a Paul , a Luke, a Chrysos­
tom, a Wesley; but how much more often 
He chooses a Matthew, II Peter, a John, a 
Spurgeon, a Moodyl 

Not that we would not have educated 
men to give lhemselves body and soul to 

Great 
S I proYed by th~ statemenls of lead­a es ing druggists Hel'pyherc, show 

that the pco ple ha YO an abiding confidence 
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womcn show that Hood's Sarsa parilla ac-
tually does po,sess 
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the Spirit as Paul did, to do the stupendous 
work 01 overthrowing Satan in his strong­
hold; but that we can organize an army of 
educated men-so many men to so many 
heathen, so many years-and then rub our 
hands with satisfaction at the idea that we 
have it now. The world will be at the feet 
01 Jesus if we can get this plan into oper­
ation. This I think contrary to the Holy 
Spirit's plan of missions. Take Japan for 
an illustration of the lutility of such plans. 
Many now think that the legitimate harvest 
of the consecration and sell-sacrifice of the 
sainted Neeshima will be largely lost pre. 
cisely because of bis mistaken plan which 
was similar to that snggested by Mr. Wish· 
ard. Mr. Neeshima was a very patriotic 
J apanese, and at the same lime a devoted 
Christian. He wanted to make his country 
Christian by the quickest method. Start a 
Christian nniversity, educate the intelJect­
n al young men of this generation under 
Christian auspices, and you have the coun­
try. So, starting with the famous "Kuma­
moto Band," with that enthusiasm that 
made Neeshima a hero, money flowed in 
from heathen as well as Christian sourcec, 
and the Doshisha wa3 established. But 
note the result. Hardly a decade had 
passed before the university was noted for 
its ultra-liberalism. Its predominating in­
fluence threw a cloud over the prospects of 
Christian er-a~gelism in JapaD. Its stud­
ents were more interested in higher crit­
icism thaD in seeking to save their country­
men. In fact, they came to doubt whether 
nnbelievers were lost. Was it a harvest 
from the seed sown in the minds of the 
"Kumamoto Band" by their first teacher, 
Captain Janes, who has recently made even 
the Doshisba stand aghast at the nnecrip­
tural liberalism voiced in some lectures 
given by him belore the scbool? What a 
blessed thing it would have been if the 
great revivals that occurred in the schuol 
some years ago, had manifested a whole­
some enthusiasm lor the salvation olthe un­
saved masses of the p;reat cily of Kyoto in 
which tbe Doshisha. is situated! Ou the 
contrary, I have been so informed by a lady 
conDected with the teacbing staff of the in­
stitution, notwithstanding the large nU111-
ber of intelligent Uhristian young men 
studying in its class·rooms hardly auy­
thing has been doue for the evangelization 
of lhe great city with its teeming thousands, 
who in matters of reiigion "cannot discern 
between their righ t hand and their left 
hand." ... 

BROIDERY WORK. 

And so the "willing-bearled," with many a 
precious gem , 

Or gold for solemn chiming upon the 
ephod's hem, 

Or for the h oly symbol, the priest ly dia· 
demo 

Responsive to the summons-gled that the 
Lord of all 

Had need of foman's service, althoup;h so 
weak ana smalJ-

Come with their eager tribute, in answer to 
the call. 

And when the Eastern morning brake over 
Sinai's plain, 

B!'fore they gronnd the wheaten flour from 
out tlle perfect grain 

To olrer, as oblalioL, with the flesh of vic­
lims sll1in,-

Before the fi ery pillar became a cloud of 
grey, 

While yet the hush of slumber npon the 
valley lay, 

Before the crowding duties and questions 
01 the day, 

With spindle and with distaff wise· hearted 
women spuu, 

Or wronght in broidery plIHeI'll the colors 
one by one, 

And gladly bronght at evenlide the work 
which they had done. 

Some twined with dainl,y fingers the 
ephod's lace of blne, 

Or wove with slender fibers the goat-cloth, 
smooth and true; 

Or wrought pomegranates on the robe, in 
trip!e-varied hue. 

ADd some, whose life of tOIling had left the 
marks ofcare 

On hands tbat. ached with longing the 
bleseed work to share, 

Sewed patiently the badger-Skins, or dyed 
tbe ram-skins there. 

And some, the gay and hanghty, forgot 

~.,~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
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tbeir pride and mirth, 
And holy thoughts and wishes w: thin their 

souls had birth, 
As toiled they for the dwelling of the Lord 

of all the earth. 

And others learned the lesson that e'en the 
trembling mite, 

From hearts all warm and loving, is pre 
cious in his sight 

Who clolhes the liUes royally, and notes 
the sparrow's flight. 

At last, one sultry eventide, a weary mother 
bore 

The lolds 01 snowy linen for BezlIleel's 
stor~; 

And, turning, eaid with anxious voice, "I 
cannot broider more. 

"The home cares press npon me, the claims 
of nearer tLin gs; 

My eager children must I leed, mend 
broken sandal·strings; 

The nights are overburdened with the calls 
each morning brings. 

"The stately Prince of Judah, my husband, 
thou shalt tell. 

To bring the fitting offering of a prince of 
Israel; 

Be mine lhe hearlhstone duties-be mine 
to do lhem well." 

Out spake another mother: "0, my sisler, 
say it nol; 

The meed the Masler giveth hast thou so 
soon forgot? 

For him 10 toil, doth lighlen and brighten 
every lot. 

"Thy mother-mission holy, and thy cares, 
are gifts from Him: 

But if thy love be centered there, its light 
will soon be dim: 

Thy soul-lite will be bounded by the tent's 
contracted rim. 

The days went on; no mc.ther there evinced 
a tenderer care, 

Or kept the home-hearth brighter than 
Judah's matron fair; 

And the sick upon their beds 01 pain 
thanked God that she was there. 

But angels knew the fairest of all the treas­
ures brought; 

The veil before the mercy-seRt, hy loving 
fingers wrought, 

Was woven 'mid repentant tears lor an 
earth-born, doubling thougbt. 

-.A.Hct M. (}utrnsty i ll Heathen Woman's 
Friend. --
A LOOK BACKWARD, THEN FOR­

WAitD. 

Some 01 us have sat by the bedside of a 
loved friend in that hour of supreme sad­
ness, when the dear life was J:a,sing away. 
Eyerything in our lives that touched tbat 

life, seemed to pass before us clearly and 
distinctly. Were there faulls, they were 
ours, not his; we remembered the wounds 
our thouglltless words nlUst bave made 
upon thet sensitive henrt, and perhaps we 
tried to rOllse him Irom his deafh stupor 
that we might ask forgiveness; only in this 
way, we felt could we let him go, or turn 
to the futnre in which he would have no 
part. 

Is it not with a suggestion of such 
thought and feeling we see the old year 
drop out into the past? Even the best liIe 
sees mistakes and blunders which might 
have been aVOided, blanks which might 
have been filled with good deeds, opportu­
nities ignored, and would fain cry out, as 
inlo a living ear, words of penitence and 
promise. 

Perhaps some of the dear sisters in the 
territory of the Southwest Board are in­
cluding iu their reflections on lhis last 
night of tile year, this one: Neglect of op­
portunity to work for the Master. It 
would not be strange indeed, if, In the 
TUsh and hurry otour own work, which by 
tbe WilY we are apt to magnify, we left 
something 01 His work undone. It is not 
always the women at ease in their homes 
who are the on(8 to take up the work Of 
missions. 00 the other hand, it is so very 
easy to excuse one's sell h'om tllis work ou 
the ground of prior claims, prior dnties. 
And so it would not be strange if, as we 
look into the face of the dying year, we had 
the conlession to make that we have often 
crowded out the Masler's work for our 
own. 

But here is the fresh new year, beckoning 
us to larger opportunities. Let the heart 
spring with gladness to take them up. We 
do not need to be told that it is a blessed 
privilege to work with Christ. It is with 
him; the contract is real, and one cannot 
lift voice or hllnd to save a 80nl without 
being cODscious of an added richness to his. 
own, "'Tis twice blessed," 

Then will there not be renewed effort all 
along tbe line? Much has heen done. 
There are many brave, self-de!3ying workers 

I in our auxiliaries whose work has been a 
power. May the new year bring more of 
such to our numbers and to each member 
of this Board of the Southwest may it hring 
God's blessing. - .. 

MISSIONARY MISCELLANY. 

There are 914 cities in Cllina without a 
single missionary. 

India has only on6 Protestant missionary 
to every quarter million of its people. 

There are said to be over thirty Ihousand 
Protestant Kaffir members in the Wesleyan 
missions in Soulh Alrlca, and they are a!' 
pro/essed abstainers Irom Intoxicating 
liquors. 
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young people's 2Heeting. 

CHRISTIAN ENDEA YOR TOPIC. 

January 10. 

Spiritual power; whence it comes find how 
to get it. Phil. 4:413. 

EORIPTURE BEFRBRNCES. 

Spiritual power: Necessary, Zech. 4:6; 
Acts 1:4-5. Promised, Acts 1:8. Comes 
throngh prayer, Acts 4:31. Commanded to 
be filled, Epb. 5;18. Gives courage, Acts 
4:13. Leads to fruit bearing, Gal. 5:22·23. 
Power in service, Acts 2 :41. 

SpiIitual power. It is surely a need. Our 
spiritual life is a conflict. Our enemies live 
and are mighty. We have invited tbe 
enmity of the world, tbe flesh and the devil 
for we have pledged to renounce them. 
Who goes to tbe warfare in his own strength 
will soon learn "they are too mighty for 
me." Yet, reward is only lor the victor, 
the crowning is only for "him that over­
cometb," Rev. 3:21; 21:0. Possession of 
power is our great need. We may have it. 
We may go forth against our Gollath with 
a corfidence of a David, 1 dam, 17:45-46. 
But while it may be ours, it is not in us. 
"It is not in man tbat walketh to direct bis 
steps," Jer. 10:23. We bave no power of 
ourselves to belp ourselves. Whence tben 
comes it? "Thine, 0 Lord, is lbe greatness 
lind tbe power, and the glory, and the vic­
tory, and tbe majesty," 1 Cbron. 29:11,12, 
said Israel's greatest warrior to God. 
"Thine is the kingdom, and lhe power, and 
the glory," Matt. 6 .13, tanght onr Lord to 
His disciples. Our inlant Jips lisp it wben 
they say "Our Father." It is tbe strength 
0/ our manhood to know it. "I can do all 
things througb Cbrist who strengthenetb 
me," PbiL 1:13. said Paul and gloried in tbe 
di~covery of a source of strength and power 
Yerily"our snfficiency is of God," 2 Cor. 
3:6. All needed power is laid up in the 
treasure b,mse of God, lor us. 

How are we to get it? It comes, like all 
spiritual blessings, "through Jesus Ohrist, 
our Lord." It is tbe best gift ot tbe ascen­
ded Cbrist, Epb. 4:8. It is the pledge of 
tne power of His eternal intercession, 
John 14:16.17. It is tbe pOlVer of tbe Holy 
Ghost. The baptism of tbe Holy Ghost for 
service in the baptism of power, Acts 1:5 8. 
The glorions possession of the infant 
ch urch, Acts 2:5; the prom ise is to us and 
to onr children, Acts 2:38.39. 

But there are conditions we must fulfill. 
(1) We must belong to Chri~t by repen. 
tance 8nd public profession of our faith, 
Acts 2:38. (2) There must be a full surren­
der of our wills to Cbrist in willing obed­
ience, Act8 4:32. "Lord, wbat wouldst 
Tbou bave me to dc.? ' must be our attitude; 
and a desire to consecrate every power 10 
God's service, "only, ever, all for Thee," 
m Ubt be tbe tenor of our life. Then, with 
tbis attitude, the Spirit ot power comes. 
(3) fo the call of prayer, Luke 11:13; Acts 
4:31 -Endeatlor Herald_ 

p~y spl' rial arrangement with the Sunday . 
Schaol World, the Exposition of the lesson 
as prepared by Dr. Edwin Wilbur Rice, i~ 
given to the readers of the MID-CONTiNENT.] 

Fir5t Quarter. Jan. 10, 1897. 

LesEOn II. 

TH E HOLY SPIRIT GIVEN. 
Acts 2:1-13. 

GOLDEN TEXT. 

Tbey were all filled with the Holy Ghost. 
-Acts ~.1. 

Topic_-The Holy Spirit brings life and 
power. 

1 ime.-Pentecost, May 28, A. D. 30; ten 
days aftpr the ascensioD_ 
Plac~.-Tbe upper room at Jerusalem. 
Pl'rs 'ls.-The apostles, diSCiples, multi­

tudfs 'rom Judrea and all parts of the 
known world. 

DAILY READINGS. 

Mnnday, Acts 2:1-13. 
Tu~s lay, Lev. 23:15-22. 
Wednesday, Joel 2:28-32. 

For Over-InduJ.genc& 
Horsford's Acid Phosphate. 

pr erves and rell(!WS t.he vitality. 
r I'll ene tbe nerves and stlm ulates the 

c to healtby action. 

THHj MID-OONTINENT. 

Thorsday, Ezek. 37:1-14. 
Friday, John 15:7 ·14. 
Saturday, 1 Cor. 12:1-13. 
Sunday, Acls 10.34-48. 

Nons ANn lIXPOSITION. 

A11alysis. The oneness of disciples, the 
descent 0/ the Spirit, the gift of tongues, 
n.1-4. Tbe people present, VB. 5-11. The 
mystery misunderstood, vs. 12, 13. 

Pentecostal Unily. In tbe earliest period 
of the apostolic cbnrcb scbism was regarded 
as a great sin. A real and substantial and 
spiritual oneness emong Christians was 
uniformly insisted upon as a necessity, not 
merely lor growth but for life. 

The earliest Christian creeds recognized 
the nnity and brotherhood of all CbristiaDs 
aud urged it as e~sential to discipleship. 
Tbese early creeds do not make a distinc­
tion between a visible and invisible body of 
Christians. Tbe notion of a visible and an 
invisible cburch did not come into promi­
nence until alter tbe Re/ormation in the 
sixteenth century. 

The playing at "co-operation" and "com· 
ity," among denominations in our times, 
as if tbat was the pentecostal unity of 
apostolic times, is mistaking a sbadow lor a 
real body. We bave become so accustomed 
to divisions and schisms, and they have 
reigned so long. tbat some think of them, 
as used to be tboul!;ht of human slavery, 
tbey must be of divine origin: So men try 
to make out from the Acls several types of 
Cbristian organizations similar to denomi­
national divisions existing in Christendom. 
But all the Christian creeds 0/ the first 
tbree centuries, from the first rudimentary 
forms to tbe perfected Apostles' and Nieene 
creeds declare with no uncertain sound and 
iu no ambiguous language tbe unity of 
Cbristian~, and set forth the &in of schism. 

The apostles recognized tbat waiting in 
prayer, with oneness of soul and of purpose, 
was the only way to prepare for the great 
promise of tbe Father, tbe gift of the Holy 
Spirit. Tbese conditions must be observed 
for Cbristians to bave a similiar "power" iu 
any age. Wberever tbey have complied 
with tbe conditions, tbe blessing has des· 
cended; and ecclesiastical history, shows 
that tbe abundance of the gift bas quite re­
markably coincided with the pcr~ectness or 
pancity of tbis compliance. 

SPECIAL WORD STUDUS. 

Pentecost. From the Greek numeral sig­
nifying fiftieth, because it was held at tbe 
end of seven weeks, or on tbe fiftieth day 
alter t b e passover. 

Olle accord. Or, "together," R. V. The 
R. V. is based on a different Greek reading 
to the A. V., and different from tbe word 
in Acts 1 :14. The R. V. implies external 
unity; the A. V. implies both external and 
spiritual unity; as do botb versions in 1:14. 

G10ven tongues_ Not that each tongue was 
"cloven," but tbe SI1'Ca71t 0/ tongues parted, 
one tongue resting upon eacb person. 

Other tongue.. Tbat is, in different lan­
guages, or more accurately the Greek 
means dIfferent dialects. 

Confounded. Tbis implies mental confu­
sion, "troubled in mind." 

Amazed. Tbe Greek word means to drive 
ou . 01 onl;;'d senses; our word ecstasy comes 
from it. 

Manetled is based on a word that signi­
fies prolonged am szement, perhaps with 
exclamations, gestures and motions. 

Proselyte8. A proselyte is one who has 
been won over from one religiouB belief to 
anotber, somelimls by undue pres3ure. 

In doubt. Or, "perplexed." They were 
in a Slate of mind from which there seemed 
no way out. 

Mocking. Or, jesting, looking on lhe 
whole scene as funny; ajoke. 

N(w wine. Or, "sweet wine," not the 
common sour wine. Tbe Greek word iu 
classical writers designates a wine that 
made men drunk, aud Peter implies that 
thiS was the charge of the mockers. 

LESSON EXPOSITION. 

I. Fffect of th8 Gift Oil Believers.-When 
the day (If Pwtteost was • • • come, v.I. 
The Pentecost was a great Jewish feast, so 
named because it took place seven weeks, 
or the fiftieth day after tbe passover, Deut. 
16:10; Lev. 23:15. The "all" wbo were 
.. witb one accord," or "together" as the 
R. V. reads, implies more than the eleven 
apostles. It probably included lhe eutire 
baud of disciples at Jerusalem, with the 
women and otbers, a larger but similar 
meeting to tbat of tbe one hundred and 
twenty noticed in Acts 1:14, 15. They bad 
"all with. one accord continued steadfastly 
in prayer," Acts 1:14, R. V. After tbis 

unity with Christ came visible nnity of be­
lievers. 

Suddenly • • : a fUahi"g 'mightv wind, 
v. 2. Or, suddenly there came from heaven 
a sound 88 of tbe rushing of a mighly 
wind," R. V. They were expecting the 
gilt acco:ding to the promi~e. but did not 
know bow it would come, nor when. It 
was not a wind, but was a sound like that 
made by a rusbing strong wind. Tbere 
mllst bave been a loud whirr filling tb6 
room and resounding throDgb lhe wbole 
bouse and outSide, similiar to a sudden 
tempest 01 mind. 

Totlguf8 ••. as of fire . v. 3. Lilterally, 
"tbere appeared to tbem tongues as of fire, 
being distributed, and is set upon eacll one 
of tbem." Thus these were not forked tou­
gues, as the "cloven" migbt imply, nor 
were tbey real tire. There was a stream of 
tongue s, tbe stream parting; a single ton­
gue, brigbt like a flame. sat upon each per· 
son. They were not flashes like electriCIty. 
but steady gleams ot flame. They were 
emblems of tbe divine power and ot the par­
ticular gift of the Spirit promised by Jesus. 
This was a sign that "thay were filled with 
tbe Holy Spirit as stated in the next 
verse. 

Speak with other longues, V. 4. Or, "in 
different dialects." BomE' spoke in tongues 
not familiar, not his mother tongue. is 
clearly tr;e meaning of tbis statement. 
Whether the sreaker fully ullderstoou the 
"otber tongue" as he spoke is not clear. 
Those who were fam iliar with tbe language 
clearly understood wbat he 8aid. as v. 11 
mplies. It is more than probable Irom 1 
Cor. 12:10; 14:27, tbat the speaker spoke in 
a state of ecstasy and did not understand 
wbat be was saying, requiring an interp re­
ter for those who knew not the language. 
Others, bowever, at other times appear to 
have been c~pable of making an interpreta­
tion of what was uttered, so lhat it would 
be intelligible in more than one langnage. 
It is ll0t uncommon now to find an Oriental 
who is a lair master of tbree or four lan­
guages. 

Dwelling at Jerusalem, v.5. As the cen­
tre of Jewish religion, Jerusalem had at­
tracted Jews from every land. The term 
"devout" is generally applied by Luke to 
Jews, not to disciples. Some modern 
"apostles" would have rusbed about the 
streets busily telling tbis and that one to 
bd on the "lookout" for some wonuerful 
coming. Or, they wonld have called a 
meeting of "distingu ished fellow citizens," 
and appointed a "committee of reception." 
The tbing could not have come to pass 
properly, according to eo me modern ideas, 
witbout much heralding and talk aud 
sound from tbe "aclive men" of the age. 
The ancient apostles simply wailed on God, 
in one plsce with one heart. 

JI E1J~ct on Ullbeliwer8. Tile multitude 
came lngether and were confounded. v. 6. This 
was "noised abroad" ? The sounu? So tbe 
current versions imply. But Coverdale's 
old version hit the truer sense, "when tbis 
voice came to pass," or "was mude." It 
was the voices of tbose speaking in foreign 
tongues that was reported. Then the 
crowd came rush ing to tbe place. They 
were confmed iu miud, could not under­
stand the scene, nor the meaning of it. 
When asked how to fill an empty cburch. 
Spurgeon replied, "I fill the pu lpit and the 
people Il1l tbe pews." Wben the teacher 
has wailed upon God until the "longue of 
fire" rests upon bim IInu the Holy Spirit 
fills his soul, be wlll have a full class, a con­
verted class. 

Are not all the8e • • • GaliiearJ s1 v. 7. 
Here lVere Jews from every part of tile Ro· 
man empire, broadly spoken 01 as from 
"every nation." The Galtleans were known 
to speak tbe H ebrew with a peculiar ac­
cent or burr, amounting to a corrupt dia­
lect or "pronuuciation," as we would say, 
such that Jerusalem Jews did not like to 
hear them, and of len could not easily un­
derstand them. But now tbey nnderstood 
tbem perfectly not only, but each heard 
these Galileans speak in his own tongue, 
witbout a "brogue." We can appreciate 
this diJl'erence wben we hear a Yorkshire 
Englisbman or a Highland Scotchman 
speak English. It requires close attention 
to understand what he is saying. 

Partllia"!s and. Medel, etc., v_ 9, 10. The 
list following gives fifteen nations each 
speaking either a different language or a 
difierent dialect. The list is not within a 
geographical order, which proceeds from 
the northeast to the nortbwest, tben to the 
south and lastly to tbe west. But two 
names do not fall into this plan. Parthians, 
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FREEl 
The late Prof. 

Basil Mauly. oftbe 
80nth. Bap. 'rbeo. 
SeminsTY, Louis­
ville, N.J" says of 
lLe Aerial Medica­
tion: "J Gan cordi­
ally I f( vml1lt1, d its 
we." Wnle tor a 
fac-~imile 01 bis let· 
tsr. 

Rev. W. E. Penn, 
I he noted evaugel­
ist of Eureka 

Ark ,<aY8: 
was cnred of 

Catarrhal Deafuess 
in 1836, by e u!e of the Aerial Medication, 
and It bas proved to be II permanent cure. 
I recommelld this tleatment wheraver I go, 
and know 0/ many cases of Catarrh and 
Lung trouble tbat bRV~ been ('ured by its 
use. HEV. W. E. PENN. 
Medlcincs Inr Three Mouths' Trcntmeut Free 

'1'0 intl'otluce this treatment and proY(' be­
yond douut that it is a posili\-e clIr(' 1'01' Deaf­
negs, Cal!1rrh, Turont and Lung Dbe~\be~ , I 
\l'ill senu 5ullkient medicines for three 
monlhs' treatment free. Address, 

J. H.1l100RE. M. D_. Cincinnati. 0_ 

Medes and Elamiles were within the old 
Per3ian empire, as was also Mesopolamil 
in the latter times of tbat empire. Judrell 
was the centre where the miracle took 
place. lJappsdocia, Pontos, Asia (meaning 
the proVlDce not tbe continent), Phrygia 
Rnd Pampbylia were Roman provinces or 
districts in what is known as Asia Minor, in 
the northwe.t corner of the continent of 
Asia. Egypt, Libya and Cyrene were in 
nortbern Arrica. Rome was in HaJy, and 
Urete is an island on the east.,rn Mediler· 
RUfan, almost directly south 01 Greece. 
Arabia was the land still known by that 
nsme, Iyibg soutb of Palestine. 

Speak in our tongU(3 the wOllderfulu arks of 
God, v_ 11. Or, "speaking in our tongues 
tile mighty works 01 God." They spoke of 
the wonderful gift of the Spirit, and tho 
reign 01 the Messiab, as "magnificent works 
0/ God." 

What 'nteameth this' v. 12. Here is a soper 
natural power attending rellgiou! teaching, 
not by tbe scribes, pr iests or teachers of 
the law, but by plain, uncultured Galileans. 
If this were by priests in the temple they 
could understand It. Wbat is it? Is It 
genainl? This event encourages us to be­
lieve tbat wbenever Christ's people wait on 
him they may expect tbe outpouring of tbe 
Holy Spirit. 

OtJ.!r& mecking said. • • • filled. with 
new wille, v. 13. Though spoken in a jest­
ing. mocking manner, Peter tnok this as a 
serious charge; for "new wine," or "sweet 
wine" as the word is bornetimes rendered, 
referred to a wine classical writers mention 
as making men drunk. Hence Peter 
speaking for the apostles explains tbe scent., 
in a pOWerful pentecostal address. At the 
close of his address 1 hree thonsand were ad' 
ded to the band or diwiples. 

PO INTS i ·) R eL/_Ss wonx. 
1. God olten answers prayer at un~x­

peeled times, and in unexpected ways. 
2. Tbe answer comes through fellowship, 

untity of spirit and prevailing prayer. 
3. The power of the Holy Spirit bolds 

men's attention and brings truth to their 
hearts. 

4. Men may not understand but tbey 
can perceive this power. 

5. Every Christ ian lllay attain th e power 
of the Spirit. --

Death from Use of Tobacco. 
The tobaco:> poJisoned beart ~tops without 

warning. o·ten on the str~ et. SU RE.QUlT, 
an nnLidole chewing gum overcomes the 
craving. No 81ckness, 110 starvi ng, afford­
ing sale and prompt relief. Try it to.day. 
5c. a box. nearly all druggists_ . nooklet 
and Sample Iree. Eureka Chemlcal Co., 
Detroit, MICh. 

- -
Winter Tonrist Tickeh, 

Now on sale vilt tbe Iron Mountllil~ rou~e 
to certain bealth and pleasure pomts. In 
Louisiana, Texas, Old and New MeXICO, 
and excursion tickets on sale all tbe yea.r 
around to Bot Springs, Arkansas and Call· 
cornia points. --

TO SAN FRANCISCO 
in less than three days from K!l.ns"s Cily i9 
accomplished only via tho Uuion Pacific. 
Any agent Clln sell yon a ti c k~t Vl ll this 
route. Jas. F. Agler, Gen'l. Agent, St. 
Loui~, Mo. 



j 8 THE MID-CONTINENT. DECEMBER 30, 18!J6. 

I of the work of the churches than the more limited I by centuries instead of by years we might affJrd our 
space of THE MID-CONTINENT has allowed. We feel hours of idleness. and make better balancings for 

I confident that it will prove a welcome helpful visitor neglected opportunities. Or if yesterdays could be 
, re-called; or if time like the eun at Joshua's com-
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WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 30, 1896. 

TO OUR SuBSCRIBERS. 

We announce the consolidation of TnE MID,CONTI­
NENT with THE HERALD AND PRESBYTER of Cincinnati. 

Our subscribers will find that paper at the post­
office or at their dOOTS next week (the first issue of 
January), and thereafter until the fulfillment of their 
SUbscriptions-at which time, we confidently believe, 
tbey cannot alford to do anything else than promptly 
"renew." 

The name "ST. LOUIS" will appear on the title­
page dale line of the consolidated paper, and the 
business office of THE MID-OONTINENT will be con­
tinued as the "ST. LOUIS OFFICE" of TilE HERALD AND 
PRESBYTER, at 1516 Locust St., the local Preebyterian 
headquarters. 

As a corporation the undereigned company remains 
intact and lhe executive officers remain the same. 

Dr. Williams, for five years past the editor of THE 
MID-CONTINENT now becomes a member of the editor­
ial staff 01 THE HERALD AND PRESBYTER, with cffiee ss 
above. 

The present force in the business department of 
THE MID-CONTINENT, continues in charge of the ST. 
LeUIS OFFICE of THE HERALD AND PRESBYTER. Here 
the salDe familiar faces and surroundings will be 
founel. 

It is very gratifying to us that by this arrangement 
there is no need of any ,aledictory to our readers, to 
whom we feel bound by most friendly ties. 

NOW, TO BUSINESS. 

Every subscriber will pleaae "read, mark and in­
wardly digest" the following announcement: 

I.-Every MID-CONTINEN'r subscriber who has 
credit on our books haa now that credit transferred 
to the books of THE HERALD AND PRESBYTER, and will 
receive that paper until the completion of the sub­
scription (when, we think, everyone will be ready and 
desirous of promptly renewing.) 

2.-Subscribers with credits on the books of both 
papers will have those credits combined, and exlend­
ed on the books of THE HER.U,D AND PRESBYTER. 

3.-0ther subecribers on TilE MID-CON'rINENT list 
will have ample opportunity through a "trial trip" 
to become fully acquainted with all tbe excellencies 
of the consolidated journal. 

Please note a/so.-It is possible that in the combi­
nation of the subEcription lists some mistakes may 
be made. If fO, please notify tbe ST. LOUIS OFFICE 
at once, that immediate correction may be made. 

We take pleasure in bringing together these two 
families of Presbyterian readers; and as in the case 
of marriage, one party hereby Burrenders its name. 

THE HERALD AND PRESBYTER is well known as one 
of the oldest and most stronjZly established journali! 
of our Church. Able and widely influential on ,all 
lines pertaining to church interests and progress, it 
has at the same time always made the home circle a 
special feature. By reason of its larger eize, it can 
urniah 8 greater variety of matte rill (] fnller repor 

among our readers. Satisfactory attention will be mand could be mado to staud still for a season, what 
given to the constantly developing Presbyterian work might we not redeem! But time waits not, and the 
throughout the special MID-OONTINENT territory 01 fact that we have these New Year dawnings, and that 
the great Southwest. in unvarying and all too-rapid succession we turn 

THE HERALD AND PRESBYTER, beeides its large edi-
torial staff, has a veteran corps of paid correspond­
ents, excellent contributors, and a fully equipped 
publishing establishment of its own. 

The interests of THE MID,CONTINENT readers are 
well served by this consolida.tion, and the paper will 
win its way among them. 

But deeds are better than words. The paper will 
speak for itself. 

THE PRESBYTERIAN NE\ ER Co. .. .. 
DR. MORRIS, the veteran professor of theology, has 

retired from the work he has been conducting at 
Lllne Seminary for the past thirty yellrs and now 
makes his home at ColumbuB, Ohio. A farewell re­
ception and banquet was given him in Cincinnati on 
the evening of the 21st inst., as a testimonial to his 
long and excelJent service. Dr. Morris has done a 
large work for the Presbyterian church and retires 
with the tokens of high esteem and appreciation. 

..... 
A MnroRIAL service in honor of the late Rev. Prof. 

Leroy J. Halsey, D. D., connected for so long a period 
of faitbful and most valuable labor with the McCor­
mick Thelogical Seminary, will be held in the Church 
of the Covenant, Chicago, On Sunday January 10th, 
1897. This service is held by the Board of Directors 
and Fllculty. Rev. Professor Marquis, D. D., for many 
years an intimate friend ann colleague of Dr. Halsey, 
will deliver the address. The memory of th& just is 
blessed and "the righteous shall be in everlasting re­
mem brance." .... 

ANOTIIER YEAR GONE. 

In this last week of December we stand on the bor­
der of that imaginary line, fixed upon in our calen­
dars, which marks the departing of another year. 1896 
is passing "over to the majorUy," and with its mixed 
load of joys and teRl'S, of good and evil, will soon be· 
long irrevocably to the past. Our lease on it has 
expired, though · not our responsibility. It is well 
that we should look back over its days and months in 
serious review, and take inventory, as it were. 

To those who have passed beyond the period of 
youth, perhaps no reflection at this crossing of the 
divide between the old year and the new is more im­
pressive than the rapidity of lime. Each recurring 
twelve months seems to gain in rate of speed over its 
predecessors. It seems but yesterday that the year 
began, and now, so soon, its days are ending, and 
1897 stands with loins girded and feet shod and staff 
in hand ready, at the appointed stroke, to begin its 
still more rapid course. The New Year day is a day 
of joyful greeting and good fellowship. But it is not 
unlikely that in those thou~hts which men keep se­
cret and unuttered, there is often a sensation of sad­
ness, mingling with the felicitations of the day, In 

these fast following landmarks of time. It is only 
natural that we should desire life and love many 
days. But this rapid passing of the mile posts on 
the road, tells that the journey's end is getting 
nearer. As from the tree after the frost begins, we 
see the gradual stripping of its leaves, each new 
morning showing progress in the decay, until we can 
almost count the few which remain; so, from the 
atore of years which first were OUTS, and wbich when 
young we called our future, one after another has been 
taken, until those reserved assets have largely been 
transferred to the "time past of our lives." 

It adds to the seriousness of this reflection if, in 
the flight of the past years, our time has been mis­
spent. Some who are now the serying children of 
God recall that much of their life was already gone 
before they began that service. They long stood idle 
even while their yeare were fast becoming fewer. 
And since takin~ the Master's yoke upon them, how 
sluggishly perhaps they may have been responding 
to the divine mandate and warning, "Redeem tbe 
time knowing that the days are evil." We all have 
reason to stand ashamed and self-IIccused as we con­
trast with our laggardness in the high calling of God, 
our diligence and ambition id the work of the store, 
the office or the farm. 

Time like every olher commodity increases in 
value, and advances in price as it were, just as it be­
c?mes narrower in margin. If we measured our age 

1resh pages in life's book, only impresses us afresh 
that we ar.e fast hastening to that last page in our 
yolume where Finis must meet the eye. 

Our meditation further suggests that this present 
fragment of time called life is the only opportunity 
man has for his work. The world to come is not the 
field or season for it. One no lonller has the school­
boy's opportunity when the requirements of man­
hood are upon him, or the indulgence and the train­
ing of the home when he goes out into the world. 
So the present and the future state have each their 
own business, and that of the one cannot be done in 
the other. One is for planting the other for reapin~ • 
On thiB side is the sphere of work and means, while 
in the grave there is no labor nor device. We cannot 
change this order, and think to carryover to the 
nether state our delayed repentance or our unper­
formed vows. .... 

A NEW BOOK ON THE PRESBYTERIAN 
STANDARDS. 

Dr. Beattie, of the chair of Systematic Theology in 
the Presbyterian Seminary of Louisville, has just 
brought out a goodly sized volume on the above Bub­
ject. The book is issued by the Presbyterian Oom­
mittee of Publication (of the Southern church), at 
Richmond, Va. While strictly an exposition of the 
Westminster Oonfession and the Lalger and Shorter 
Catechisms, it is at the same time the author's book 
on Theology. It is a good sign to see fresh works in 
this department of learning. There has been of late 
years a depreciation 01 systematic theology, a decry­
ing of "dol(ma" as it is often derisively termed. This 
has been founded on a very superficial judgment and 
will not last. Biblical criticism and exegetical stud­
ies prepare the way and are processes and methods. 
But the mind cannot reet in the preparatory ways 
and with the mere methods of work. In the biblical 
domain, as in all lines of investigation, we must have 
the formulation of results. And that is what is 
meant by systematic theology. A.s such, it always 
has been and will remain the crowning pyramid of 
human knowledge and the queen of sciences. 

The book opens with a brief deEcription of the 
great historic creeds of the Christian church. This 
is followed by a very lucid and cogent exhibition of 
the nature and uses of religious creeds. With tllis 
much preliminary, the book begins at once with that 
which is the fountain head of all Christian truth, as 
it is also the terminus ab quo of the Westminster Oon­
fession, "The Doctrine of Holy Scripture." Dr. Beat­
tie finds the following poin ts involved in the Confes­
sional statement concerning the Bible: Its inspira­
tion is supernatural, and not a merely human pro­
duct of the times when it was written; the agency of 
the Spirit in the work is dynamical and not mechani­
cal; the inspiration is plenary, .not partial, giving 
divine certitude to the whole; the writers were 
divinely guided in the choice of the language 10rm, as 
well as divinely moved in regard to their thoughts. 

The chapter on Decrees takes the reader carefully, 
and in a precise and very enlightening manner, over 
this confessedly difficult ground-difficult, we say, 
not so much by reason of the Confession's statements 
as by reason of the deep and mysterions subject, 
(whatever scheme of doctrine is held) of God's s r­
eignty in all and over all, along with the correlafed 
truth that man is a free agent. For one merely to 
say he rejects the Calvinistic theory of the universe 
is no solution of the mystery. Neither the A.rminian 
nor any other attempt at 8 theodicy-made-easy will 
relieve the intellectual or, if you will, the moral diffi­
culties. 

In the chapters pertaining to the person and work 
of Jesus Ohrist it will be pleasing to all to note how 
explicit and how luminous th~ testimony of our 
standards to the evangelical faith of the church uni­
versal is made to appear. 

The style in which the book is written is simple 
and perspicuous. Its spirit is irenic although many 
of the articles of faitb, which the writer expounds, 
are generally clasaed under the department of polemic 
theology. It is a book for popular reading and is ex­
cellentlv adapted to instruct. We wish it could be 
read by our Presbyterian laymen who it may be, have 
long been giving their ear to hostile and ignorant 
criticism of the faith of their church without attend­
ing to the plain presentations and defenses of it 
such ae this book affords. 



VEOEMBER 30, 1896. 

TOPICS SUGGESTED FOR THE WEEK OF 
PRAYER BY THE EVANGELICAL 

.ALLIANCE FOR TIlE UNITED 

BTATEB, JANUARY 

3-10, 1897. 

(We print again the topics for tbe Week of Prayer, as we 
gave it two weeks ago, for the convenienc'3 ot churcbes 101-
lowing that plan.) 

Sunday, January 3d.-S~rmoI13. 
"l'he Lord is good unto tbem tbat wait for Him. to the 

soul tbat seeketb Him."-Lam. 3:25. 
Mondav. January 4Ih.-Humiliation and Thanksgiving. 
Oonfession: or personal, social and national sins.­

Psalm 25:1-18; Joel 2:12·14, 
Tbanksgiving: For the blessiogs of the year.-Psalm 

107:1.9; Psalm 145:1-9; Epb. 1:3·7. 
Tu~sday, January 5tk.-The Church Univ~r3al. 
Praiee: For tbe reality of Christian unity, and for its 

increasing recognition. 1 Oor. 12:1227. 
Prayer: For the Holy Spirit; for a pure Gospel; for the 

fellowship of believers; for the fnlfillment of the church's 
mission.-Acts 2:1-18; 1 John 1:3·7; Matt. 13:31·33. 

W~dnesday. January 6!k.-Nations and th~il' Rul~l"S. 
Praise: For the general prevalence of peace; for the 

happy issue of the Ventzuelan dispute; for progress ot ar­
bitration.-Matt. 5.9. 

Prayer: For all iu authority; for courts of justice and 
legislatures, that righteousnes~ may prevail in them; for 
the complete triumph of the principle of arbitratiou; for 
temperance and all other needed reforms; for the brother­
hood of men, that all sectionalism, class prej udices and 
race antipathies may cease.-Rom. 13:1-7; Provo 23:29·35; 
IsS: 2:4; Acts 1i:26; Psalm 133. 

Thursday, January 7tfl..-For~ign Afis8ion8. 
Praise: For the progress ot the year; for the assurance 

that the will of God will yet be done in earth as it is in 
heaven.-Rev. 11:15. 

Prayer: For a revival of the missionary spirit; for the 
inspiration of the Holy Spirit in the interdenominational 
meetings the ensuing week in the interest of foreign mis­
sions; for the reliet of missionary treasuries; for mission­
aries, especially those exposed to pecullar perils; for Ar­
menians, Stundists aud all who are persecuted for Christ's 
Bake; tor the conversion 01 the world.-Matt. 28:18·20, Matt. 
5:10·12, Isa. 35. 

Fridav, January 8th.-Hom~ Missiml3. 
Praise: For increasing apprehension of the social mis­

sion of the church; lor the growth of municipal relorm.­
Isa. 65:17·25. 

Prayer: For mheionary societies burdened with debt; 
for home and city miSSionaries; for increased co-operation; 
for neglected populations, both city and rural, and tor a 
divine urgency that shall impel to eBort in their behalf.­
Lnke 24:46, 47; Luke 10:1, 2; Luke 14:23. 

Saturday. January 9th.-Famili~s and SckQo!,. 
Praise: For families united in Christ and for the in­

creasing number of Christian youth. 
Prayer: For parents, children aod servants; for a more 

general observallce of f&.mily worship, for all schools, col· 
le~es, semioaries and universities; for Sunday-schools and 
for religious societies for youl'g men and women.-Ool. 2: 
14 25; Deut. 11:1821; Joel 2:28;29. 

Sunday, Ja'rlual'y 10Ih.-Sermons. 
"A.1l power is given unto me in heaven and in earth. Go 

ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptiziog them in the 
name of the Father, and of the Son, aud of the Holy Ghost: 
Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have 
commanded you: lind, 10, I s.m with you alway, even unto 
the end of the world."-Matt. 28:18·10. 

... ., 

THE GOSPEL IN EGYPT. 

Rev. W. W. White, as is known, has been sent by the 
International Committee of Youog Men's Christian Asso­
ciations for Mission work in India. On his way he 
"topped in Egypt, and writes as follows from Cairo under 
date of Nov. 28, 1896: 

WIth the cordial consent of the committee under whose 
auspices I go to India, in response to an invitation of the 
Am81can mission in Egypt, I am in the midst of a most 
interestiilg series of meetings on prayer and Bible study. 
Our arrival in India will be thus delayed nearly six weeks. 
We expect to reach Calcutta a day or two before Christ­
mas. 

I gave five addresses in Oairo soon after arrival in Egypt 
on October 28~h. Arrangements had been made for me to 
conduct a series of meetings first at Assiont, where is 
located the college and girls' school of the mission. There 
are gathered nearly 700 young people from all parts of the 
valley of the Nile. In the school are many grades, and 
many branches Sfe taught. Two studies made very much 
of are: the Eoglish language and the Bible. 

I conducted seventeen meetings at Assiout. The sub­
Jects were Prayer and the Gospel by John. My text in the 
native church on Sabbath morning was, "The dieciples 
were fir.t called Christians at Antioch." A fine audience 
of perhaps 600 gave close attention to the word. The 
lipread of English in this land is significant. I find it 
easIer to travel here with a knowledge only of Eoglish 
than in either France or Italy. 

My standby as interpreter is Dr. Andrew Watson, who 
for thirty-five years has been working here. Anyone 
mip,ht well wish to present at last such a record as he or 
anyone of his co-laborers have made and are making. 
'rhese m:ssionaries are helping mould a great nation; they 
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are directing zr.ighty movements. Every day brings to 
my attention new evidence of the importance aud far­
reaching resuits of this work. Now I understand as I 
never dId the necessity of having the best men and women 
come to the foreign field: 

I wish you all could have been with me at Assiout. I 
wish you could be wi.h me ~11 the time-every day is full 
of interest. If you had been with me to hear that audience 
of boys and girls sing to well known tunes the Psalms of 
David; if you could be aroused at early dawn as I have 
been by the reading in study of English by boys as they 
walked up and down the street in front of the Mission 
house; if you could have been with me on the platform to 
observe how attentive the audience was, and how many 
took careful notes, I think you would be convinced with 
me that were my journey to end here and now, all the 
care and expense and sacrifice of leaving home aud coun­
try and work would be fully justified. 

After an eight days' rest, during which time by a Provi­
dence wholly unexpected, I was permitted to see Jerusa­
lem, I spoke four times at Mansourah, au important city 
in the Delta, and on Monday, Nov. 23rd, began a series of 
meetings at the mission house here in Cairo. It is expec -
ed that this conference will continue until Sabbath e 
iug, Dec. 6. We are holding two meetings each day. The 
morning hour is given to Bible study, and the evening 
hour to studies with Christ in the school of prayer. The 
attendance and interest are very good, and incressing 
with each meeting. 

A great crisis is on in this whole Orient. The opportu­
nity of the ages is presented to the church of Cbrist. I 
Wi9h I could multiply myself a hundred fold. Let me be 
more moderate. I wish there were three of me. I should 
then remain here in Egyps, go on to India, and return to 
America to tell the people what I have seen aod heard, 
and to help in equippiog willing ones to come to these 
needy parts. Truly the harvest is plenteous and dead 
ripe, and the laborers are few. 0 pray the Lord of the 
harvest that He thrust forth laborers into his harvest. 

In reference to the work of the American Mission in 
Egypt, I wish deliberately to record my conviction, that if 
the United Presbyterian church which supports this work 
realized her opportunity, she would furnish at once ten 
times the funds aud force now available. 

..... 
TEE AGED MINISTER'B PRJ. Y ER. 

A member of my pastoral charge, with whom I dined 
today, presented to me the following extract from a lelter 
recently received from her venerable mother: Rev. Dr. 
Archibald Alexander lived to be almost fourscore years of 
age. A few days before his end, he wrote this prayer, 
which the veteran fathers will find coming to them in 
hours of weakness, as the voice of their souls: "Oh, most 
merciful God cast me not off in the time of old age. For­
sake me not when my strength faileth. May my hoary 
head be found in righteousness. Preserve my mind from 
dotage and im becility; my body from protracted disease 
and excruciating pain. Deliver me from despondency in 
my declining years and enable me to bear with patien ce 
whatever may be Thy holy will. I humbly ask that my 
reason may be retained to the last, and that I may be 
comforted and supported; that I may leave my testimony 
in tavor of Thy faithilllness in fulfilling Thy gracious 
promises. And, when my spirit leaves this clay tene­
ment, Lord Jesus, receive it. Bend some of Thy blessed 
angels to convey my inexperienced soul to Ule mansions 
which Thy love has prepared; and oh! may I have an 
abundant entrance ministered unto me into the kingdom 
of our L!lrd and Saviour Jesus Christ.-CMiltian Obs~rvor. 

.. .. 
MR. MOODY'S CALL TO THE CHURCH, 

Mr. Moody has issued tbe following call for a special 
series of evangelistic services during the month of January: 

"Never during the past century has the Church of 
Ohrist had such an opportunity for the spread of the GOE­
pel as now presents itself. Never has the world manifest­
ed a greater interest in religions teaching. All substi­
tutes for Ohristianity have proved a failure, and the nation 
is seeking once more for the old paths, the good old way. 
Let the church arise and make ready for the work. 

"First, let us have a revival of righteousness among our­
selves and then open wide our churches to those whom we 
have so long neglected. There were 3,000 churches in two 
donominations alone last year that reported no accessions 
on profession of faith. Is it the will of God that millions 
upon millions of dollars are expended upon those places Of 
worship, to be used but once or twice a week, while our 
neighbors are needing his messages. 

"Is it not time that the chnrch should arise. If we re­
fuse to work in His service be assured he will turn from 
the regular channels and fiod servants who will do his bid­
diog in spreading the Gospel to every living Boul. 

"During the remaining days of this year Jet us IIll wait 
upon our Master for a special preparation for the coming 
winter, and when the New Year opens why should not 
every Ohristian church in America begin the season with a 
thirty days' service of Gospel meetings? Why not set 
aside ail other diversions, and church work itself, during 
January, in a united work for the spread of the Gospel? 

"The world needs it sorely, and was never more ready to 
receive it. and it is the pFlvilep;e of the church to proclaim 
it. If every church will but answer to this appeal with 
open doors and hearty response; it every pastor will exert. 
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himself to speod and be spent in the Master's service at 
this special seasoo, it every officer will/!ive his sympatby 
and co-operation to the work, the church will have cause 
to remember JanulifY. 1897, both in time and through 
eternily." .... 

WHAT OTHERS S.-1Y. 

A lady who has lived in Jerusalem forty years says tbat 
tbe population of that city is constantly on the increases 
She says that "twenty-two years ago there were only be· 
tween fifteen thoueand and twenty tnousand Jews in Jeru­
salem. In those days 110 houses were to be found outside 
the magnificent walls, the gates of which are closed at 
night. Since then many changes have taken place, and 
the Hebrew population-mainly on account of the increase 
of the Jewish immigration from Russia-now stands at 
between sixty thousand and seventy thousand."-Hemld 
and Pr~sbyter. 

00 not be afraid of doctrinal preaching; that is the 
preaching to which you are principally called. Whenever 
you cease to be a teacher, you fail of your mission. Be 
afraid 01 dry preaching. There is little in the desert to ex­
cite wonder. When you are not exciting tbe interest of 
the people you are not teachiog. No teacher is teaching 
while his pupils are asleep. Yet :he great preachers of the 
world have been doctrinal preachers. They did not crib 
their sermons from theologicdl text· books. but they taught 
as men having authority, In this respect they were like 
the Great Teacher Himself.-P' esident Black, in th~ Chris­
tian Observer. 

Sunday evening lectures on current religious questions 
may be all right for some churches, but we think tbey are 
sometimes allowed to usurp the place of the evangelistic 
sermon. A Cbicago church is to occupy twelve Suoday 
evenings of the winter and spring in a series of lectures on 
such topics as "Philosophical Baeis of TheoloJ1Y," "Higher 
Criticism and the Pentateuch," "Inspiration," EvolU­
tion Theories and Christian Dcctrine," etc. The subjects 
are to he discussed bv members of the faculty of four 
theological seminaries in Chicago. The lectures will un­
doubtedly be learned and inlorming. But highly as we 

~ value 8n intelligent acquaintance with current diEcussions 
on the part of members of our congregations, we can not 
help asking, "Is this what the pulpit is lor?"-Centra! Bap 
tist 

Something can be done by good laws; more can be done 
by honest administration of the law.; but most of all can 
be done by frowning resolutely upon the preachers of 
vague discontent; and by upholding the true doclrlne 0 

seH-reliance, selt-help, and selt-mastery. This doctrioe 
sets forth many things. Among them is the fact that 
though a man can occasionally be helped when he stum­
blcs, yet that it is useless to try to carry him when he wili 
not or cannot walk; and worse thal1 useless to try to bring 
down the work and reward of the thrifly and intelligent to 
the level of the capacity of the weak, the shiftless, and the 
idle. It further shows that the maudlin phil an till opis 
and the maudlin sentimentalist are almost as noxious at 
the demagogue, and that it is even more necessary to 
temper mercy with justice than justice with ruercy. rhe 
worst lesson that can be taught a man is to rely upon 
others and to whine over his sufferin/!s. If an American 
is to amount to anything he must rely upon bimself, aud 
not upon the state; he must take pride in his own work, 
instead of sitting idle to envy the luck of others; he must 
face life with resolute courage, will victory if he can, and 
aecept defeat it he must, without seeking to place on his 
fellow-men a responsibility which is not lheir.-RGview of 

RivieWB . 

Speaking of the New Testament writers. Prof. Curtis8,-of 
the Congregational Seminary. Chicago, Lad written that: 

"Trained in the Jewisb use of Scripture it was next to 
impossible for them to free themselves hom a Jewish in­
terpretation of passages regarding the Messiah. Writing 
for Jewish Christians it was needful that they should em­
ploy a line of argumeut that should approve itoelf to them. 
So it was natural enough that the autbor of Matlhew's 
gospel reading Hosea'S relerence to Israelilish history: 
'Wben Israel was a child then I loved him and called my 
son out of Egypt' (Hosea 11:1), should find in it a predic­
tion of the return of Jesus from Egypt (Matt. 2:15) and 
meditatiLlg on the fact that Christ was born in Nazareth 
should by false etymology, perhaps, fiud some connection 
between Isaillh's use of the word netzer for sprout (11:1); 
and Nazarene and so should quote a prophecy whioh we 
!lowhere find." 

Whereupon the Interior adm1rably comments: 
Now let us put this into the vernacular. We will do it 

in unpolished phrase, and ask the reader to compare the 
result closely with the above diplomatically written para­
graph, and decide whether we do it any iojustice, We 
will restate its positions thus: The Jews in the times of 
the writers of the New Testament held erroneous views 0 

the Messillnic prophecies of the Old Testament. It was 
next to impossible for the New Testament writers to free 
themselves from these errors, and they did not succeed in 
doing so. Even if they could have done so, they had a 
motive against the truth. It was to their advantage to 
employ false premises in order to make a popular argu­
ment. They even went beyond this and employed false 
etymology, by which they could mislead the unlearned 
nlo the acceptance of Ohrist by tWisting a passage out ot 
its meaning to make it prophetic. 
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tLl1e Samily (£ircIe. 

nARGARIT A AND CAR.LOS. 

BY SARAn F. RUSSELL. 

The sun was just gilding the Cathe­
dral spire of Bogota when Margarita 
opened her eyes. 

"Papa is coming home," was her first 
thought; and she jumped out of bed 
without waiting for the nurse. As she 
was putting on her clothes nurse came 
in and said in surprise, "What is your 
hurry this morning, little lady bird?" 

"Why, don't you know? Papa is 
coming home, and I want to see him the 
very firs t on e. " 

Margarita's father, Mr. Gardner was 
an 'English merchant who came to 
Bogota when a young man. He had 
pros perp.d in business and became at­
tached to this city in tropical Colombia. 
There he married a beautiful Spanish 
girl. She had been brought up a Roman 
Catholic, but he was not caring what 
her religion was; he only knew her to 
be ,'ery bewitching with her soft voice, 
jet black hail' and beautiful eyes. They 
had three children: Carlos, now thir­
teen years olel: Margarita, ten; and the 
golden haired pet Christobel, four years 
old. 

Margarita was soon dressed in a 
dainty muslin slip, and out on the ver­
anda watching for her fathel', for you 
must remember that in that hot climate 
it is much more comfortable to travel 
at night than in the daytime, and Mr. 
Gardner had been down to the coast 
on business. 

The little girl had not long to wait. 
She soon spied the ponies coming 'and 
now could see her father. She ran into 
the wide hall to her mother's door, skip­
ping and clapping her hands and call­
ing, "Palla's come," then back again to 
the veranda in time to meet him coming 
up the steps. 

An hour later the family were still 
lingering lit the breakfast table. 

"By the way," said Mr. Gardner, at 
last, as if something had just occurred 
to when, when in reality he had been 
tbinking very seriously about it all the 
time, "doesn't school bellin next 
week?" 

"Oh, papal" exclaimed Margarita, "I 
just hate school, Senora Sancher is so 
cross, and she gives such long hateful 
lessons. I wish there wa'n't never any 
schoo!." 

"Humphl" said Carlos, "wait until 
you have to study as many things as I 
do. But I like to go 10 Echool, we have 
no end of fun." 

"When we were coming up from 
:Medellin," said Mr. Gardner, as if he 
had not been interrupted, "Mr. Brown 
was talking to a very pleasant looking 
man, whom he introduced as Mr. 
Graham. I remembered then that he 
was the minister who got into trouble 
with the priests last year. I never took 
much stock in these missionaries and 
thought they might just as well stay at 
home and let these people alone, their 
religion ia: all right for this plOlce. But 
the more I t:tlked with this man Gra­
ha.n, the better I liked him. Mamma 
wbat do you say to sending our gypsy 
to the Protestan t school?" 

Mrs. Gardner's religion was not very 
deep. She had taugh t her children to 
Bay their prayers, as all good Catholics 
do, and did not trouble herself further. 
Yet it was with a degree of horror that 
she listened to this proposition. 

Send her children to a Protestant 
school! Would not the priest excom­
municate her and theml It would be 
belter to remain ignorant than to learn 
the heretical teachings <)f the Protes­
tants. 

"Papa," broke in Margarita again, 
"could I come home every day?" 

"Certainly you would live at home. 
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The school is only three blocks away, 
and you went five blocks all last year." 

"Oh, mammal do say I may go. They 
have such a lovely teacher and such 
beautiful pictures on the walls, not 
crosses and such things, but one was a 
shepherd with a little lamb in his arms, 
and-" 

"My childl how do you know?" asked 
her mother in surprise. 

Margarita hung her heael while a deep 
blush spread to the roots of her hair. 

"Come, daughter, tell us how you 
knew these things. Hasn't mamma 
told you never Ito go near these 
schools?" Mr. Gardner seemed very 
stern to the penitent little girl who in 
her eagerness had let out the secret 
which she had carried more than three 
months. She had almost forgotten the 
dieobedience until her father's proposi­
tion brought it to mind. 

Margarita left her chair, went to her 
motber's side and hid her face in the 
indulgent mother's shoulder. There 
she confessed it all. "1 didn't mean to 
do wrong; really I-I almost forgot. 
Louisa and I were coming home from 
school one day and she had a medio to 
spend for bananas. We wanted tbe 
very best and you know the shop is up 
the street. It was 00 hot and when we 
passed the Mission School we just peep­
ed in and it looked so cool and there 
wasn't anyone in there and we thought 
it wouldn't hurt juet to step in and then 
we flaw somi pictures and while we were 
looking at them the teacher came from 
another room. We started to go, but 
she looked so pretty. Mamma, she had 
just the sweetest face-" Mar~arita 

was forgetting her sin in the pleasant 
recollection-"and she asked if we liked 
the pictures, and WI3 asked what one 01 

thelll meant; it was a kind looking man 
and a lot of women, and they all had 
little children in their arms, and the 
teacher didn't look one bit cross. Not 
one bit like Senora. I have wished I 
could go there to school but I thought 
you would not like it." 

Mr. Gardner rose from the table mut­
tering something about "a little here­
tic," but his wife eaw the smile in his 
eyes and knew if she would please her 
husband, she must yield and let her 
little daughter go to Miss Riley's Bchool. 
With a word of reproof Mrs. Gardner 
put the little girllrom her and sent her 
to get ber embroidery. 

For an hour Margarita sat in her low 
chair in the vine coverod arbor. !:jome­
times the needle would fly in and out 
quite diligently, then the little hands 
would be idle in her lap while the 
bright eylls watched a spider spinning 
his web to catch uuwary flies. Tben 
she would recall the pleasant school­
room and wish hel papa would send her 
there. 

While she sits in the arbor, her father 
has gone to rest from his long journey, 
and is lying in a cool dark room. Pres­
ently his wife comes softly in. She 
wante to be near him even if she may 
not talk to him. But he is not asleep, 
and she sits down by him. They have 
a long, long talk. She finds he is in 
earnest about this school for their little 
Kypsy-like daughter. He has cared 
little or nothing about any religion, but 
something (is it God's spirit?) has open­
ed his eyes to the falseness and hollow­
ness of popery. He remembers the 
mother and sincere piety of his home 
in England, and longs to have hiB little 
girl grow up such a woman as his 
mother. 

It takes a good deal of persuasion but 
at last with many misgivings Mrs. 
Gardner yields and all the arrangement 
are made for Margarita to enter the 
Protestnnt school under Miss Celia 
Riley. 

You can imagine Margarita's de­
light when her mother tells her of the 
plan, and on Monday morning her face 
is bright, and she can hardly keep still 
a n ~ enough to have her hair com bed. 

She is so eager to be off. Yet at the 
last minute her heart fails her. When 
it comes to the point she dreads the 
change, for she is not acquainted with 
the girls in the Mission Bchool. 

It is six months now since Margarita 
started to school. She is sitting on the 
verallda studying whl3n Carlos comes 
whistling up the stepR, he sits down by 
her and takes from his pocket a slllall 
package of candy to share with her. 

"Oh myl" exclaims .Margarita, with 
an appreciative smack of her ruby lips, 
"Did mamilla give you the money to 
buy it?" 

"No,I bought it with my own money." 
Carlos said proudly, but a shadow pass­
ed over his face and he caught his 
breath as if started. 

Margarita laid half of a tempting 
caralllel on her book and said gravely, 
"Carlos you've been gambling. 

"How do you know?" he answered 
angrily. 

" Because you said this morning it 
took your last centavo to buy that beau­
tiful marble. And when I was coming 
from school I saw you and sOllie other 
boys down the alley. I didn't know 
wbat you were doing, but I know now. 
o brother how could youl" 

"I dont see any great harm in it," 
said Carlos sullenly, "all the boys do 
it. " 

"But papa will be so angry Carlos. 
Don't ,ou know he said he didn't want 
to ever bear of you doing such a thing?" 

"You don't mean to say you'll go and 
tel1?" said Carlos in alarm. 

"Of course 110t" said Margarita, "but 
I wish you would not do it Carlo. Papa 
says it's wrong, and Miss Riley says its 
wrong-" 

"Ahl who cares what Miss Riley saysl 
she isn't my teacher," Carlos was stalk­
ing away but turned to say "You won't 
tell, will you sister?" 

She had no need to tell. Their father, 
instead of being at the office as usual at 
this time of the day, had been lYIng for 
an hour on the divan with a sick head­
ache and had heard every word tbe 
children had said for only the closed 
blinds separated them. 

At first he felt very angry with Carlos 
for stooping to gamble, but remember­
ing what a woefully common practice it 
was even among small boys, his indig­
nation gave place to anxiety to remedy 
the evil. A.t last he made up his mind 
that ha would Bend Carlos to Mr. 
Graham who had a school for boys. 
Even if the associates were much the 
same, the discipline would be more 
severe. Be had a long talk with Carlos, 
who did not try to deny his fault, and 
only excused his conduct by saying "all 
the other boys do so." 

At first he did not like the strictness 
of the new teacher, and he had to study 
harder than he had evor done before. 
Yet he was prolld at the end of the term 
to stand only second in his class, and 
his father an mother were both pleased 
10 see how he had improved in every 
way. 

Carlos finished the course of study in 
the Protest and school, and as he show­
ed taste for a merchants life his father 
decided to Bend him to the U. S. to 
study law. 

He had not finished his college 
course when he wrote to his mother 
that there was only one thing he want­
ed to do, and that was to study for the 
ministry and go back to preach in his 
own city of Bogota. SJ we must leave 
him in Princeton. 

And our dear little Spanish girl has 
grown tall, and will soon be a teacher 
for other little girls, perhap~ not so lov­
able but more needy even than our 
Margarita. 

Ironton, Mo. ..-
- A,lways ready Ayer's - Cherry Pecloral. 
It needs no mixing', no shaking, no disguise 
-notl1ing but a spoon. At dead of night, 
your cl1ild stllrtJesyou with acroupy cough. 
Immediately that you give tbis remedy, 
the little one is relieved. and the household 
is again at reet. 

DECEMBER 30,1886. 

Awarded 
Hi~hest Honors-Worl,d's FaIr. 

-DR; 

CREAM 

BAION"",""",,~ 
POWD __ _ 

MOST PERFECT MADE. 
A pure Grape Cream of Tartar Powder. Fre' 
from Ammonia, Alum or any other adulteritl' 

40 YEARS TYE STA~;nARD. 

WOOLEN UNDERWEAR.. 

The followinv: directions for wa~hilll 
woolen. undergarments apply e'loally 
well to all other woolen fabrics: 

Wash with as little rubbing aa Jlossi­
ble in tepid (not hot) water, in which. 
little soap has been dissolved. Castile 
soap is best; but be sure it is thorough­
ly dissolved. Unless the "ater is very 
I!oft, a little pulverized borax may be 
added with advantage. 

Rinse in clear water until the soap i8 
entirely removed. Have the rinsin« 
water of the same temperature as the 
suds from which the clothing is taken; 
then shake out well and hang at once 
upon a line in the open air. If the 
weather is unsuitable for drying out of 
doors, then dry in a warm room. 

Do not hang the clothing out of doora 
in freezing weather. 

Do not wring the clothing, but hanl 
npon the line dripping wet. 

Do not use washing-soda or flllid of 
any kind. 

Do Dot use strong or medicated soaps -.I 

which contain free alkali, or other eub­
stances injurious to the garment. 

Do not use suds in which other cloth· 
ing has been washed. 

Do not leave in the water longer than 
is necessary to properly wash and rinse. 

Iron before the goods are quite dry, 
stretching them to the required "hape; 
be careful that the iron is not overheat­
ed. 

If the above directions are followed, 
woolen underwear will become softer 
and more elastic with each washing. 

With some persons who perspire very 
freely, the direct action of the perspira­
tion upon all-wool underwear will caUES 
it to Bhrink. Such persons should nEe 
camel's hair (Zoods, which are less likely 
to be similarly affected.-The Sa.lli/ar­
ian. ...-

THREE KINDS OF TAFFY. 

To make cocoanut taffy, take two 
pounds of sugar, one-third teaspoonfal 
cream of tartar, two-thirds cupful of 
water; cook to the hard crack: add one 
fresh grated cocoanut: stir until the 
batch reaches the soft crack; pour ant 
into a g "eased pan, and when neatly 
cold pull white on hook-writes Nellie 
Wiley in an article on "Making Candy 
at Home" in tbe December Ladj,~' 
Home Journal. 

Molasses taffy may be made by oil­
ing one pound of sugar, one pounel of 
1l1ucoEe, one-third quart New Orlean. 
molasses; stir all the time and cook to 
soft crack; set off the fire and stir In 
one-third teaspoonful saleratus; ponr 
into a buttered pan, and when ne rly 
cold pull on the hook nnd flavor ilb 
peppermint. Anotber good receipt for 
molaeees taffy is the following: One 
quart of Ne"l' Orleans molassee, one and 
one-fourth pounds of sugar; set on fire 
and stir and cook until, when dropped 
in water, it will form rather a hard ball 
if gathered up between the finger~; this 
is called hard ball; then add one-quarter 
pound of butter and cook to soft cr'lck, 
pour into a greased pan. let it "emair 
until nesrly cold, and tben pull on honk 
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Q)ur young people. 
- -

Ol'iLY A BABY'S OgAYE. 

Only a baby's gravel 
Some foot or two at the most, 

Of star·daisied Bod, yet I think that God 
Knows what that little grave cost. 

Illy a baby's gravel 
To children even BO Bmall 

Thllt thpy sit there and sing-50 
thill!! 

Seems ~arcely a grave at all, 

Only a baby's gravel 
Strange! how we moan and fret 

small a 

For a little face that was here soch a space-
o more fttrange, coold we forget!: _ , .... 

nly a baby's gravel 
Dir! we measore grief by this,:: 

Few tears were shed on oor oaby dead; 
I know how they fell on this: 

Only a baby's gravel 
Will the little life be moch 

Too small a gem for His diadem, 
Whose kingdom is made 01 soch? 

o Iy a baby's gravel 
Yet often we come and sit 

By the little stone, and thank God to o'!!?.. 
We are nearer Heaven for itl -. 

-London Good Words. - ... 
A FgEE WILL OFFERING. 

EY FRA:':CE9 HANDLEY KEACIJ. 

" nd they came, everyone whoae 
beart Ii ed him op; and everyone 
h~Dl bis spirit made willing, and they 
NDllht the L'Jrd'a offering to the work 

of t'le tabernacle." 
Walter repeated the long Golden Text 

witbout 1\ mistake, and then Miss Mary 
told the Sunday·school class how all the 

-se·headed children of Isreal worked 
o make and beautify the tabernacle of 
., ter waS still thinking of what 

Blip had sailJ when Tommy and he start­
e home. He looked back at the bare 
Jit Ie chapel on the wide, treeless 
prairie, and then said; 

"I wish we coold do something to help 
fix: it up. dont you Tommy?" 

"Bilt what could two little fellows like 
De do?" asked Tommy. 

"I haven't a thiug in the world but 
my barlow knife," he aelded laughing. 

"Haybe we can think of something," 
nBwered ~alter hopefolly, "becauEe 

yon se!!, we are willing." 
It 11'1\8 the next Thursday as the boys 

were j!oin~ down the lane from school 
lh t Walter stopped whistling suddenly. 

"I -6ave it Tom!" he cried excitedly. 
"Where ie it?" begau the little brother 

thinking ct the chipmunk they had just 
nen in the hedge. 

"Tree3, Tommy, treee. We'll set ont 
sOme trees around the church." 

"Oh," said Tommy. "Where'lJ we 
pt th~UI?" 

"Why dont you remember the maple 
seeda we saw along Chisholm Cresk 
about this lime last fall? I'll ask father 
f "e can't go and gather some next 

Saturday.' 
Mr. Brown said they might go and on 

8atu day afternoon the bovs started off 
d.ht av;ay after dinner. Each had a 
lUtle ba~ket and a long handled scoop. 
It was a bright, suuny day in October 
bat Jack Jrost had already tousled the 

eada of the golden rod and turned the 
leaves on the trees red and yellow. But 
the little purple asters down among the 

TO n prairie grass still looked bright 
lind freflh. 

Ohisholm Creek was wide and shallow 
and the boys found that the maple seeds 
from the trees along the bank had 1101-
:most covered the water. 

"L()okB like a big swarm of butter. 
flies," said Walter. 

'"'Looke more like litlle boats with a 
H t p," dec1sred Tommy. 

f eI they had gathered up all the 
8 they could reach with their 

;;pP, the two boys sat down on the 
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, help him. So there he daucl'd till 
Sallie and Ben came and drove him out. 

Will (Jure a when ordinary specifics 
Stubborn (Jou~h fail. It restores strength 

to the weakened organs and gives the system 
the force needed to throw off the disease. 

"Ah, ah, Masther Billyl" Norah said, 
wiping the tears from her eyes. "You'll 
not be playin' your thrickB again on me, 
mayhap." 

Aad he never did. That night papa 
said: 

"Don't you think we might let Billy 
go home again, Sallie?" 

soc. a nd $1. 00 a t all d rll ggis t s . 

With a sigh: "Yes, papa. "He's 
beautiful, but he doesn't get very tame, 
and it is pretty expensive to feed him 
on shawls and 6hirts." 

bank and had a picnic dinner cf the 
apples and ginger cookies mama had 
put in their baskets. 

Then they reeted awhile by playing 
tag among the trees, and watching a 
big rabbit that seemed to enjoy the fun 
as much as they did. 
I When they reached home Mr. Brown 
showed them how to plant their seeds 
and then said: 

"Well boys in two or three years if 
nothing happens, the sprouts will be 
ready to plant out." 

That seemed a long time to wait, but 
sure enooj!h at the end of that time, 
Walter and Tommy Eet out a row of 
young maples, all around the church 
lot. Most of the trel's lived and by the 
time Walter was sixteen years old, the 
little chapel, now painted and comfort­
ably furnished, was known all through 
the country as the Maple Grove churcb. 

That was the "offeriDg" of two "will­
ing·bearted" little boys. 

Wichita, Kansas. ... 
BROTHEg WINTERS' CAT. 

My predecessor at Hollister, the Rev. 
W. M. Winters, had a very fine cat, of 
which, with his well-known kindly na­
ture, he made a pet. At the Confer­
ence of 1856 he was removed to Salinas. 
leaving the cat at the parsonage. It 
woold not, however, fraternize with the 
newcomers, bot at once took up its 
abode at the house of ons of our stew­
ards on the next block. It occasionally 
looked into the back yard, but never 
once entered the house. A month since 
Brother Winters called on his way to 
Oonference, and staying over night. The 
next morning early I was surprised to 
find the cat on the back porch, and the 
moment I opened the door it rushed in­
to the house;and when Brother Winters 
came into the dining·room it ran toward 
him, purring merily with most mani­
fost pleasure. "Has he forgotten the 
way to box, I wonder?" said Brother 
Winters, pretending to hit him, when 
the cat at once sat back on his hunch­
ers and struck out with its paw. blow 
for blow, in scientific style. Its former 
kind master left by the early train, the 
cat returned at once to its adopted 
home, and has never been near the par· 
sonage since. Brother Winters said he 
believed he heard that cat under hie 
bedroom window during the night. 
Was it instinct, memory, scent or what? 
-Our Dumb Animals. 

- -
A DOG STOgy. 

When the j!uest of the Rsv. Edward 
H. Ingle, in Roanoke, Virginia, I was 
asked oy Mr. Ingle to make the experi­
ment whether I could bring into my 
conversation with him the word "holes" 
without its being curiously noticed by 
his dog. I tried it more than once, not 
emphasizing the word or making it 
louder than any other words. The first 
time the word. "holes" reached his ear 
the dog looked toward me with an ex­
pression of appreheneion. The second 
time he rose, curled his tail between his 
lege, and stood watchful, as if to know 
whether he was to be further disturbed. 
The third time he left the room, with 
unmistakable demonstrations of alarm 
and ehame. Mr. Ingle told me, as the 

only explanation he could give, that 
the dog had the dug holes i& the grass 
on the lawn and had been sharply re­
proved and ecolded for it, never punish­
ed otherwise. 

We have a dog which will do the same 
thing, for precisely the same reason, on 
hearing the word "ducks." The little 
wretch killed a tame duck, and was 
verblllly t1agellated.-Spectator. 

..... 
HOW BILLY CAME AND WENT. 

Billy came to the Stanla.k:es' because 
Sallie had made papa understand that 
she could not be happy without some­
thing to drive, and that she could not 
harnees into a wagon her chickens, or 
her lamb, or her cats, or her birds. 

Billy was such a big fellow and had 
such stn~ng horns that Sallie was a 
little afraid of him. But she stepped 
into the wagon and picked up the reins, 
while Brother Ben let go his hold on 
Billy's head. Then what a scramblel 
Up the road, and around the corner, 
wherever Billy chose to go, with Ben 
chasing after. But Ben could not catch 
him, and Billy did not stop until he was 
tired. Sallie, brave and shaken,stepped 
out oIthe wagon. "I think," she said, 
"I won't drive him till he gets tame." 

80 Billy was left to wander about, and 
Sallie kept out of the way of his long 
horne. But Billy and Norah, the cook, 
became enemies at once. 

On the outside of the kitchen window 
were solid wooden shutters. Billy soon 
found he could unlatch these with his 
horns, and a dozen times a day sh.ut 
Norah in the dark. She chaeed blm 
with her broom, but lIilly was always 
too quick for her, and she could ouly 
shake her stick at him from the kitchen 
door, which he didn't mind at all, but 
began to nibble at the diflHowels 
which Norah had spread on the grass 
to dry. 

l..nd as Billy came to the Stllnlakes' 
because of Sallie, he went away because 
of Norah. 

One day, not finding enough of dish­
towels to eat, Billy was pretLy hungry. 
Norah was going out, and stood at the 
gate in her best shawl, quite for gettinlt 
Billy. Presently she felt a poll at her 
shawl, and there was naoghty Billy 
munchin~ the fringe. 

"Ah, go on wid ye, ye rascall" Norah 
cried, clapping her hands. But it was 
too late. Billy scampered away, but he 
lett a large hole in the shawl. 

"What kind of a baste are ye?" Norah 
said, but then she bad to stop and clap 
htlr hands again. Master Billy was 
standing on his hind legs under the 
clothes·line, taking for dessert the 
sleeves of papa'e very nicest shirt At 
Norah's shout Billy dropped to his 
four legs and iried to run away. 

The open kitchen door looked safe, 
and in Billy ran. But there he was 
worse off than ever, for he was shut in. 
The fire was on the opposite aide of the 
room, and, to get away from Norah's 
broom, Billy leaped up on the ran~e. 

And this is how Billy came and went. 
-He7en Ward Banks. ... 
Big Four Route and Che8apeake 8< Ohio Ry 

The best winter route to Lbe East avoid 
ing the snow and ice of the more northern 
roote. The finest scenery East 01 the Rock­
ies and strictly up·to·date service. Elegant 
Coaches, Sleeping Cars Rnd Dining Cars. 
The time is just as quick aud the fare to 
WASHINGTON, BALTIMORE. PHILADELPHIA, 
NEW YORX from $l.CO to $2.50 less lhan by 
any other Roote having a Doon day train 
lrom St. Louis. This is the best and qoick. 
est route to most all points in Virginia, and 
North and South Oarolina. Homeseekere' 
ODe WilY and Roond Trip tickets at very 
cheap rates Irom many points in the West 
on tbe 1st and <lrd Tuesdays of each month. 
The Big FO:ll" Knickerbocker Special leaves 
St. Louis every day at 1200 noon and 
reaches the following points next afternoon 
and evening Lynchburg 12:50 noon, Rich­
mond 3:30 p . !!. Old Point, 6:30 P. M. Nor­
lolk 7:00 P. M. Charlotle8ville 12:20 noon. 
Washington 3:45 P. M. Baltimore, 4:54 P. M. 
Philadelphia 7:04 P. M. New York 9:08 P . M. 

One fare $19.25 St. Louis to Washington 
aud retorn for the inaogoration 01 Presi. 
dent McKinley nut March. 

For lorther information address E. B. 
Pope, Western Passenger Agent, .dig Four 
Office, Broadway & Ohestnut SIs., St. LouiS 
Mo. 

• • 
-American boys who may be disposed 

to envy the Bons of monarchs will at 
east prefer their own school hOUfS to 
those of the German emperor's boys. 
These children have a life of hard work, 
notwithstanding their royal surround­
ings. The programme of their day is 
thus given: Studying begins at eight 
in the morninll', and with a slight in­
termission and also with a change in 
the form of gymnastics and exercise in 
the saddle, lasts till a quarter past one, 
After dinner and a time of relaxation, 
the boys work again till eix. At eight 
these sons of royalty are in bed. When 
the st ory of these hard working children 
is known, romantic ideas about the sup­
posed deli~hts of life in a palace will be 
modified. Sovereignty and sloth are 
not synonyms in Emperor William's 
vocabulary.-Exchange. ..... 

A WORK OF ART. 

"The Tex arkana Gateway to Texas And the 
fouthwestl " 

Is the Dame of a handsome publication 
recently issoed by the Iron Monntain roote, 
cousisting of 224 pages of descriptive mat. 
ter,interspersed with 600 beautiful half tone 
illustrations. It is the most comprehen­
sive, lind typo·graphically the handsomest 
work of its kmd ever issued on the State of 
Texas, and is reAlly a commercial and in. 
dustrial History of the State. Anyone 
reading this will have an excellent idea of 
the vaSL resources and great POssibilities of 
the Lone Star State. '1"he book was gotten 
op by the St. Louis Iron Mountain & 
Southern railways and its connections in the 
State of Texas, for distribution in the North 
and East, with the view of attracting immi. 
gration, investors, toorists aud seekers af. 
ter health. It is in every way a valuable 
contribntion to the current literature of the 
day, and is calculated to be of great service 
to the State of Texas. A copy 01 this pub. 
lication will be deli.ered free on applica­
tion to tbe undersigned, or any passenger 
representative of the M.issoori Pacific rail. 
way Iron Moontaln route, or maiJed to any 
address on receipt 01 8 cents postage. H. O. 
Townsend, General Passenger Agent, St. 
Louis. --

Tbere are heathen enough here in Amer­
ica. Let 08 convert !.bern before we go to 
Ohina." That plea we all know; and I 
think it Bounds more cheap anl{ more 
shamelul every year.-Phillip3 Brook3. 

- -
PERSONALLY CONDUCTED EXCURSIONS 

'In 'en he forgot Norah and her broom. Leave Chicago every Thunday, Council 
Bluffs or Omaha every Friday via the 

He had never walked on so hot a floor Union Pacific. No change of carB to 
U f t d the Ogden, San Francisco or I,oB Angeles. before. p came one 00 an . n Special attention paid to ladies trayelilJg 

another, and Billy was dancing a jig. alone. 
H d· d not know enoogh to get down Ask yonr nearest agent for Centml Ronte 

e I . ' folder, or addresB Ja~. F. Agler, Gen'I. 
and Norah was laughmg too hard to I Agent, St. Louis, Mo. 

-~--
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ministers all~ O:l1urc~es. 

£T. LOl!IS AI'D VICINITY. 

TO THE PASTORS. 

We urgently request that you all con­

tinue to send in news items a8 heretofore. 

The consolidated paper will give careful 

attention to local malters. Leave or mail 

them, 1516 Locust Street. We earnestly 

solicit your cordial co-operation. 

PRES NJ!.W5PAPER Co. 

The Presbytery of St. Louis will meet 
Jan. 4th, 10 a. m., at 1516 Locust St. 

Dr. Knight, of the Lindenwood College 
Fpent last Sunday with the churoh at Nash: 
ville, Ill's. 

Re~. G. T. Eddy has received a hearty, 
unammous ralJ to the church at Boonvillo 
Mo., in the Southern connection. ' 

Rev. F. O. Seamans, of the Compton Hill 
chapel. bas been called away by tbe news of 
the sudden death of a brother. 

A~ interesting and most encouraging 
service 01 the West churcb Sunday school 
was held last Sunday nigbt; 2S children 
graduated from tbe primary into the main 
department. The attendance of the whole 
year had averaged very large. 

The Winter holidays began atLindenwood 
C<>llege, Dec. 22.:1, and will (lose Jan. 5th, 
1897. The Second semester Will begin Jan 
26th. and close with the ColJege year. Jun~ 
6rh. StUdents may enter at any time atter 
tbe holidays. All the departments are 
thoroughly equipped and dOing excellent 
work. 

The old saying, "Pooras acburch mouse" 
was probably unknown to t.be brace of 
burglars who broke into tbe Ses8ion room 
of tbe Grand Aveuue Presbyterian cburcb 
the other night. At any rate they thougbt 
to tbe simile the benefit of the doubt, 
and to. venture on "find" there. They 
broke In sure enougb and ramsackl'd papers 
and d()('l.lmpnts by wbich we fear they were 
Dot as much (dified as th~y should have 
bee~ . The worthies are now in jail with 
UJl~lslurbed opportunity ot meditating on 
tbelr ways. 

Will you please Rnn()Once that Balling­
top B?4?th 01 tbe Volunteers of America 
Will VI'lt St.. Lonis on Jan. 31 and 4tb? 
Jan . 3d he will Rpeak at the Second Presby­
terian church. Oor. 18Lb and Locust St~ .. at 
11a. m. At the Central Y. M. O. A., 29th 
and ~in~ Sts .• at 4 p. m., to men only, and 
at Pilgrim C0l!gregatiooal cburcb. (Jor. 
29th and Washln~ton Ave .• at 7:110 p. m. 
He .w.IlI cond~ct a Mass Meeting at the Ex­
positJon MUSIC Hall , Monday evelJing. Jan. 
4th, at 8 p . m . Meetings are free. All are 
invited. O. E. Harvey Oapt. 1302 A 
Olive St. ". 

Dr. E . D. Walker, bas received a strong call 
·to be.co~e psstor to the Westminster cburch 
of tbls cay. At a con gregational meeting 
held last Wednesday, pre~ided over by the 
R ev. J. H. Gauss, the VOle WIlS taken. The 
two . Sunday-schools uorter tbe care of this 
SessIOn bave to/!elber averaged over 500 in 
attendance the pabt monlh. The atlend­
ance upon tile preaching services bas been 
gaining. They inaugurate a "Cbildrens' 
church" SerVice at the beginning at tbe 
~ear, to be held once a month, iu the even-
109. A "New Year's" pastoral greeting in 
the shape of a letter, is in the hand 01 'the 
prin ter, and \'I ill be adllressed to allmem­
~ers and adherents. In tbis connection it 
IS p leasant to add t be lollowing most fitting 
resolut ~on (to wbic~ the MID-CONTINENT can 
mo~t 8lDcerely and hellrtily say "Amen") 
which was passed by rising vote at tbe 
meeting of Synod: 

Catarrh Cannot be Cured 
with L OOAL APPLIOATIONS, as they 
canno ~ reacb tbe seat of the disease. Ca­
tarrb IS II blood or constitutional disease 
and in order to cure i t you must take inter: 
!lsi remedies. Hall's Oatarrh cure is taken 
lDternally, and RCtS directly on the blood 
~nd mucous surfaces. Hall 's Catarrh cure 
IS not a quack medicine. It was prescribed 
by one 0/ the best physicians in tbis coun­
t~y: lor years, and is a regular prescription. 
It IS composed of the best tonics known 
cOD?bined. with the best blood puriliers: 
actlDg (llrectly on tbe mucous surfaces 
The pe~fect combination of the two ingre: 
dleots IS what produces such wonderful re­
s1?its in curing Catarrh. Send for testimo­
mal s free. 

F . J. CHEN EY & CO., Props. Toledo 0 
Sold by d ruggists. price 75c.' ,. 

Hall's Family Pills are the best. 

The Presbyterian Ministers' Fund 
WRITES 

A 20 Year Endowment Policy 
which will protect the life at a leS8 cost 
than tbat for ordinary life or even tcrm 
In~ul'llnce. and which at the same time 
wlll u!lt 5 PCl' cent. compound interest 
as an lD,'cstDient. 

Write to 925 Walnut St., Pblladelpbia. for their 
eta\meDtS. 

THE MID-CONTINEN"l. 

_ "Resolved._ That tbe Synod express its cor­
dlsl appreCiation of tbe fidelity. earnest­
Dess and zeal of Rev. Erwin D. Walker. D. 
~ .. as .Syn<?dicdl Superintendent ot Mis­
SIOns, 10 hIS work in tbis state during the 
l~st four year8; and we sincerely hope that 
hrs iuture work will not be ontside of this 
Synod, and that we may still bave his wise 
connsel and genial presence with us." 

MISSOURI. 

CORN~ALL.-Rev. H. Magill pastor of the 
MemOrIal Tabernacle cburch 01 St. Louis, 
beld !l series ot mee~i~gs Tuesday evening, 
15th lOst. and remalDlOg over the following 
Sunday. A remarkable interest was devel­
oped an.d runny people were awakened, and 
convertlDg power was manifestly present. 
On Sunday tbe Lord's supper was adminis­
tered when 14 new meru bers were received 
into the churcb as tbe inga'heTing of the 
meeting. Several of these were heads 01 
families. 5 adults were baptiEed. 

LOWREY OITY.-This cburch has recently 
held a meeting of fifteE'n days and has been 
greatly blessed. Brother Railsback did the 
work ot an evangelist with all his accus­
t?med enthusiasm and consecration. Be­
Sides conducting the evening meetings be 
with. tbe p astor, made about filty pasl.~ral 
calls 10 tbe two weeks. Brotber H . P. Faris 
of Clinton, rendered most excellent iervice 
on two Sabbath days.Tbirty-eighthave unit­
ed witb tbe Presbyterian church. 'fwenty. 
tbree adults were baptized. Several are 
expected to nnite wHh otber churches of 
the town.-W_ M. Newton. 

BRO?U·IELD.-On a late Sunray, Rev. E. 
C. JaCKA, a received tbree new members by 
confession and foor by letter. Tbe total of 
additions is 23 since the new pastor came 
last June. ' 

IOWA. 

DENISoN.-Tbe Presbvterian church of 
Denison, Rev. A. G. Mart.yn pastor has 
~eld special meetings for lour weeks and eR­
Joyed a very precious revival and awaken-
109. Many have decided lor Obrist and 
Ecenes of remarkable conver<ion occured. 
Some twent.y-eight have recently been add. 
ed to tbe church,and others are anticipated. 

WATEBLoo.-The Rev. James Edmonson 
Pb. D. whose pastoral relationsbip with tbe 
cburch at Marshalltown, Iowa.was recently 
~issolved by Presbytery of Waterloo has 
IOformed tbe Stated clerk of his withdrawal 
for the Presbyterian cburch that he may be­
come independent of the churcb form of 
goverment_ The Dr. bas been engaged as pas. 
~or to .an in depend en t cburch recen t1y orl!'an­
Ized 10 Marshall town. His name will be 
dropped.-O.B. P., S O. 

A FToN.-Arrangements have been made 
for the installation of Rev. J. T. Reagan, 
Dec_ 31. The cburch has been remodeled 
enlarged and .d~corated, and everytbing 
seems to promise a very nseful pastorate. 

C.LABINDA.-A pbys,ician of good qualifi­
catIOn and some expenence, wbo is a meiU­
ber of the Presbyterian church and wishes 
to cbange his location, if he is willing to 
go ioto a good village sHuated in the midst 
of a fine farming community, wbere tbere 
is but one phy~ician, will receive definite 
information by w: iting to Rev. T. C. Smith, 
Olarinda, Iowa. 

SBENANnoAB.-Tbis cburch gave Rev J 
B. Little, D. D., formerly of Davenport ~ 
hearty_ call to be.come its pastor. Dec. 11, tbe 
committee appolDted for tbe installation met 
in tbe churcll and successfully performed 
tbeir pleasant mission. FJowers and plants 
adorned tbepulpit,tbe pews were filled with 
the attentive people, and all the exercises 
P88~ed offpleasantly and profitably. Rev. Dr. 
SmIth of Olarinda, presided, preached and 
propunded the constitutional questions' 
Rev.T.J.Hunter,of Villisca, gave tbe charg~ 
to tbe pastor, and Rev.E. A. Euders. to the 
people. There are many evident tokens of 
the go.od band of God resting upon tbis pastor 
and hiS people. May tbeir prayers in the 
Holy Ghost all be fulfilled. 

MARCELINE.-Sabbath. November 13 was 
an interesting day for the Presbyterians of 
Marceline. Dr. Miller of Chillicothe,preacb­
ed for the~ and greatly encouraged tbeir 
hearts. SIX new members were recived by 
letter. Dr. Miller lound tbere a Wide wake 
active group of Christains eRrnestly longing 
and working to build up a strong Presbyter­
ian church. A good Sabbatb scbool and 
prayer-meetings are sustained. The ~om­
en have organized a Social Union and are 
working to belp keep up tbese ~eetings 
H ere is II promiSing field for a man who i~ 
fuJI of love for tbe Master. lor perishing 
souls Rnd wbo is willing to go where tbe 
"Master bas need of him." With such a man 
a churcb building:could be put up and ac­
tive aggressive wQ,rk established. ' 

SOUTH DAKOTA. 
LANGJ'ORD.-This newly organized church 

has !(iven a unanimous invitation to licenti­
ate Wm. Borton of Wilmot to become their 
stated su~ply for one yenr. It is expected 
that he Will accept and soon he and wife be 
Rt horne in the manse. The opportunity 
lor a good and pleasant work here is very 
inviting. The people seem united and ap­
preciative. 

DEADWOOD.-By direction of tbe Black 
Hills Presbytery, Rev. Geo. P. Reard ot 
Witewood has begun mission work in this 
well known and populous center, according 
to invitation. He serves here each Sabbath 
afternoon wbile keeping up also regular 
services each Sabbath morning and evening 
in Whitewood, and is meeting with encour· 
agement. There is mRnifestly room and 
opportunity for his work. 

ILLINOIS 
GOLcoNDA.-The installation of the Rev. 

J. H. Stevenson, D. D., as pastor ot this 
church, Cairo Presbytery, took place on a 
recent Sabbath. Tbe Rev. Robert Wall, tbe 
moderator 01 presbytery, preached the ser­
mon and presided; the Rev. B. O. Swan, 
gave the charge to the pastor, and the Rev. 
F. M. Al~xllnder, gave the charge to the 
people. The services were very impressive 
and profitable. The sermons, in tbe morn­
ing by the Rev. Mr. Wall, and in the even­
ing by the Rev. Mr. Alexander, were most 
excellent, setting forth tbe glorious gospel 
liS the only remedy for sin. Alter the ser­
vices a most appreciative brother said: 
"The wonder is how much there is tbat has 
never been spoken." Golconda is a very 
promising and deligbtful field . Situated 
among the Ozark hills, on tbe Ohio river, 
for beautiful scenery it is unsurpassed_ 
The cburcb there having a nfined and in­
telligent membership, per/ectly united and 
barmonious. and having earnest and faith­
iul workers, lull of the missionary spirit, is 
ready lor every good work and a11 forms of 
Cbristian actiVity. The membersbip are 
greatly encouraged in securing Dr. Steven­
son as tbeir pastor. The ouLlook for pastor 
and people is most promising. There is 
great advantage in having installations on 
the Sabbath, It affords an opportunity for 
making tbe occasion impressive on the 
community, and setting forlh Presbyterian 
laith and lorms in a most favorable light. 
MICHIGAN. 

KALAMAzoo.-Pastor Gray is wisely cul­
tivating his large parisb, and is a power in 
every good work in lhe city. He is giving 
instructive discourses to his people on the 
world's religions. 

BEl'ITON HARBOR.-This cburcb calls Rev. 
Elisba A. Hoffman, of Vassar, Mich., to be 
pastor. 

PLAINWELL.-This church reports in­
creased morning congregations, and II 
growth ot Bible study In the Sabbath­
scbool and iu tbe mid-week teachers'meet­
ing; also a specially promising Junior 
Ohristian l!lndeavor. 

ETURGIS.- The pastor has organized a 
"Fisbing Jimmy Olub" among tbe young 
ruen, whicb improves the Sabbath evening 
attendance. He expects to use a stereopti­
con in his work thiS winter. 

ALLXGAN.-Church attendance has grown 
steadily, and a very fine circle of young 
people are enlisted in tbe Sabbath-school 
and O. E. 

BucHANAN_-This church is looking for­
ward bopefully to its semi·centennial, June 
19.h next, wbich is to be specially observed. 

ECHOOLCRAFT.- Tbis field is unusually 
hopelul now, ontgrowing its financial diffi­
culties and addi!lg new members at each 
communion. 

MARTm.-Tbere were nine new members 
received at the Jast communion, and in 
otber ways the outlook is encouraging. 

OHIO. 

MXLMoBJt:.-On last Sabbath, a beautiful 
new churcb was dedicllfe<l bere. The old 
cburch, organized in 1826, tbe mothPr ot 
numerous cburches in this sfction of Obio, 
t~ok to herself a new lease 01 life and enter­
ed into a new era of usefulnes3. The pas­
tor, Rev. Geo. O. Gerlacb, deserves great 
credi t for his pluck in seizing upon and 
persever ing in. his undertaking, with true 
Presbyterian zeal. all tbe more credi table 
by reason of the lact that the cburch was 
dedicated to God without a cent of encum­
brance. Tbe entire cost of tbe edifice was a 
little more than three tbousand joHars. and 
it is beau~itul and commodious. Rev. 
Daniel J. Meese, D.D., delivered tbe dedi­
catory sermon. He graphically described 
the Philadelphian churcb, showing bow 
she became the mother of ot.ber churches, 
and aptly compared tbe Melmore church to 
that beautiful type ot Olden time, for, 
witbin a radius of only a few miles, lour 
loving children, the Tiffin, McOutchinville, 
Republic and Bloomville churcbes, looked 
to ber as the parent chuech. In the after­
noon Dr. Bigger, pynodical snperintendent, 
delivered tbe sermon on "Cburcb Fellow­
sbip," and in the evening Dr. Meese de­
livered a horne mission address. The seat­
ingcapacity of the cburcb was fully tested 
at each of tbe services. No collection was 
taken to mept tbe expenditures in the erec­
tion ot tbe edifice. bot the cburch gave its 
apportionment offering for Home Missions. 
rt is a beautHul structnre, complete in its 
furnishings, with oeautiful circnlar pews 
and Ilal'peted throughout. The Melmore 
people are ex~eedingly happy and richly 
deserve to be. 

INDIANA. 
MT. VERNON.-Two years ago when Rev. 

J. L. Fodtrey came to us. we were down in 
the deptbs, both spiritu ally aud financially. 
Bro. Godlrey found two great parties. fact­
ions, and parties within parties, the means 
of grace neglected and the cburch activities 
dormant. We are not " halJooing" much 
yet, br..t we are getting out of tbe woods. 
By the wise, patient and persistent effort of 
the pastor, aided by the faithful few, the 
attendance at the church services and the 
prayer-meeting bas increased; order has 
been restored in tbe Sunday-school; a new 
interest aroused in tbe Y. P. S. O. E., and 
church work generally. In the last tew 
weeks five persons have been received into 
membership by leLter and seven by con­
fession of faith. Three Sabbaths ago a 
whole family-father. mother, son and 
daughter, stood togetber to confess Ohrist 
and receive baptism. Just now we are 
planning some evangelistic meetings for tbe 
first ot tbe New Year, desiring and boping 
for a season of refreshing from the Lord." 

-----
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WE CURE 

Diseases 
of the 
Liver 
Kidneys 
and 
Bladder 
Thousands 
of 
People 
Testify 
to 
our 
Success 
in 
Curing 
them 
after 
all other 
means 
failed 

Dr. J. H. 
McLEA 'S 

LIVER and KID E 
BALM 

IS THE PEERLESS REMEDY WE USE 
All Dealers Sell It 

PRICE, $1_00 PER BOTTLE: 

THE DR.J. H. M cLEAN MEDICINE CO. 
ST. LOUIS, .... 0. 

00. ••••••••••••• 

Dlarriages. 

W ALLACE.-SMITH.-On Dec. 3. lED3, at 
the home 01 tbe bride, near Amherst, 1:1. D., 
by Rev. D. M. MI'. Thornton Wallace of the 
same place, and Miss Anna Smith. 

KENNoN-BEBRY.-At the residence of the 
bride's parelJta. Rev. Mr. G. H. William~on 
officiating, Mr. Robert Taylor Kennon of 
St. L()uis . and Mis8 Sudye 'Courtney Berry, 
of West Plains, were married at 3 o'Clock 
this IIfternoon. 

By Rev. La Theo. lobe, at the Presbyte 
rilln parsonage, Miller, S. Dak., Au~. 16th 
Obarles A. Hammi! Rnd .Agnus M. Harber' 
--Oct. 28th, Dr. Samuel Hewling Bnd 
Anna A. Stebbins.--Nov. 26th, Joseph P. 
Estee and Anna Roberts.--Bept. 30rh 
tbe residence of tbe bride's paren :s in L~w. 
rence. S. Dak., Solomon F. A.nderson and 
Ana R. Baldwin_-Nov. 26th, at the real 
dence of tbe bride's parenta in Miller 8 
Dak., Oiho S. Collins and Gertrude' R. 
Furman.--Dec. 9tb , at residence of I 
bride's parents in Miller, S. Dak., .John H. 
Van Loon and Myrta H. Sweetland. 

--
Home Seekers Excursions at Half Bates, 

via the Missouri Pacific Railway and Iron 
Mountain route to points in the WeaL d 
Southwest. Tickets on sale December 2~ 
and January 5th and 19.b. 1897. ... 
CHANGE OP ADDRESS. 

Rev. H. M. Sbackley, from Oawker Cit 
to Phillipsburg, Kans. 

The Perfume of Yiole~ 
Tho purity of the lily, ilie glow of the rose, 
and tbe flush of Hebe combine in POZZONI'S 
wondrous Powder. 

LYMYER 
CHURCH 
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Y UR LAST 

THE MID-CONTINENT. 

I GE! POSITIVELY 
LIMITED TO 

~I!!!'~. 2(~ 
Never will there be another 8peclal 01l"er made on tbls creat Stacdrtrd Dictionary and Encyclopmdla. ot'lIt~ me world' .. '. -0wl. 

edac. 'I.'his Is positively the la8t chaace yon will ever have to secure the work OD snch extremely liberal tel'm,,: • 
We fullr Intended to B<1vance tbe price to regular rates on Nov. 30, bllt thollsands of I,eople In all walks ot life bave requested an extensJOn of time 

uutil Cbrlstm"". After careful consideration we bave decided to continue our "'pecial Offer until the above date. Tbls is done simply and only 
as a further means ofo.dvertising' this wonderful storebouse ofioformation.. We do not expect to make money by thIs offer, as the very low price 
on sucb liberal terms barely pays for paper, printing and binding, saying nothiog of the enormous Investment of over $750,000 required In tbe produc­
tion of tbe work. The tremendous amount of talk created will belp to advertise thllt most modern and entirely up·to·date bome reference library. 
No advertisement can do It Justice-it is it" own mon eloquent advocate. 

FOR A CHRISTMAS CIFT NOTHINC COULD BE BETTER. , 
Your p88t0r, teacher, friend, parents, or your cbildren will appreciate this great work beyond expression. It will last & lICe-time, and always give satiS­

faction. No business or professional man. teacher. student, mechanic, housewife. or any other person who wlsbes to keep abreast ot tbe times. or wbo is 
( lntereetedIn tbelaudableenterpriaeof .elf-education,can &llowthis rare opportunity to pass without careful investigation. The new, entirely op.to-the-times 

E CYCLO IEDIC DICTION BY 
embodies "n the featureR of a complete dictionary and a thorougb 
encyclop",dla. Until December 24.th this truly marvelious work 
will be furnlsbed any reader of this announcement on receipt oronly 
,t.OO iu cash a.nd the remainder In small monthly payments. amount­
Ing to "bOllt five cents a day. Th:, Is but little more tban one-tblrd 
the regular price. After Decembe.· 24th prices will bo im­
mediately restored to regular rates-t12.oo to tiO.OO " sct, according 
to binding. - . 
HANDSOMELY ILLUSTRATED BOOK of 1 00 SPECIM:::N 

PACES SENT FREE ON REQUEST. 

DON'T FORCET! 
Thl8 Special Offer holds eood only unlil Christmas Eve, at 
which time the price will bo advanced to 542 to 570 a 8et. 

SUPERB NEW EDITION 
Revised to J nne 1, 1896. contains tbousands of the newer words 

la~!~~~~:esngl'~~~~66e~~~~i~:ri~~~nr:;~~' ,ip~~~~11~5~~,~ft~ 
scope," "skiagraph," ufluoroscope." etc. It Is the only up-to-date 
dictionary. the most practical encyclopredia, and also a. genuine 

TRIUMPH OF ART 
with Its magnificent array of cbromatlc plates In 1'7 color", dozens 
of single and double page engravings In delicate mouotone, and 3,000 
text illustrations. 

ONE HUNDRED EDITORS 
and tbousands of special contributors from all over the globe bave 
devoted their best talents to tbe prcparatlon of this marvellous 
condensation of all tbe world's knowledge. Lool. at the list! The 
great Prof. Huxley on zoolOgy Rnd physiology; P.'of. Ricbard 

I'ouf'fh_,(II. fttvma, Me •• M . .we, It ,._M. A" Procto!", astronomy; Sit" J obn ~taine'l", music; 1(lInter, 
~:Z'e!:n~!i~~o;;.~a;~gf~::l~:'~~o:'=4+0 lUorl"ls, Estoclet, Herrtll&,e, \Vllliaws-the most brilliant 
/IMd, 40,0IIII .,,,,<Iop,",,'a/opi... lI"oIgA<, .'oW 4Q1k. educators of the nIneteenth century. « 

~ __ T_H_IS-,-lU.N..:..==D.=.SO=MB=-=B:..:O=O=K::...:.C:;::A:::::8=R....:l!':..:R=.:B:..:g;;..--=O~l!'....:C:...:H:...:AR:...::..:G=B~. ___ COST OVER $750,000 TO MAKE IT. 
IT IS THE ONLY REFERENCE WO~K ON EARTH that contains satisfactory and np-to-dateencyclop~ictrealment orsurb imporlant topic" 

of to-.lay, as the following: Battlesbip, Bimetallism. llioney, \V .... es. Germ Theory, Arctie Explorations, 'I.'arill; Chrlstiau Eu. 
deavor, appendicitis. Shadow Photo&rapby. Electrocution, Steam NavilnlLlon. nud hundred. of otllel's. 

IT IS THE LATEST AND BEST DICTIONARY ot our language. Each legitimate English word Is exhaustively treated as to Its origin, 
biHtory. development, spelling. pronuncIation, and various meanings. 

IT IS A CONCISE ENCYCLOPJEDIA ofnnatomy, hotany, chemistry, zoology, geology, art, music, pbllosophy, matbematics, mecbnt'lcs, theology, 
blhllcal researcb, ele. 1l0,000 separate encyclopredicsubJects,lncludlng the latest inventions and discoveries, tersely treated uyeducators of vast renown. 

IT IS A SUPERB LIBRARY BOOK. printed on high grade white paper, from plates never before on press, durably bound, and containing 
the most superb U1ustratiolls. in 17 colora and tn monotone. ever made for any reference work. 

IT IS BETTER THAN ALL OTHER DICTIONARIES, because It Is tbe latest and most complete, containing nearly twice 88 many words as 

! are In the largest "unabrIdged," Ilnd treating ::.0,000 more encyclopredic subjects tban nre covcred by other cyclopredlas costing from $50 to i200. 

TWO EXPERT OPINIONS-THOUSANDS SIMILAR. 
Rev. Dr. Cha8. n. Parkl1Urst.-"The Encyclopredic Dictionary Is a I "Scientifte American." New YOl'l,.-"It forms In Itself a library tor 

librarycondem~cd \ntofonrvolume~ia.ton ofdtfiuslvenessl'cuuced to40 Ibs. of the busy mnn Of affairs, the mechanic ambitious to advance himself in his 
qnintessence, aud as delicate lu detail as Itls eomprebenslveln contents." lIne, or tbe student or apprentice Just making a beginning_" 

Send ,1.00, nnd lbe four bandRome volumes will be [orwarded. Subsequent payments are made fiB follows: Clotb ... 
binding 11.50 per month for one yea"; Half-Russia binding t2.00 per month: nnd Full Sheep binding $2.50 per .. 

• month. First payment in any ease is only One Dollar. To cash buyers we allow a discount of 10 per cent. j 
and furnlsb tbe book case free of ch"rge; otberwlse tbe book case Is $1.50, wbleh must be paid In B<1vance. Tbls allOwance represents CORt of keeping 
monthly payment accounts. We recommcD(11InJr.Ru8sia bind inK as the 1I108t sCl'vieeable. When orderfn~ be sure to mention style billdin~ 
wanted. All transportation cbargesmustbepald by purcbasers. lYe .. erer to any Commercial Ageney, Newspaper, or Bank in Phil.. Ageuts Waut<'d. (lIIelltlonpape,..) 

BOOKS CUARANTEED AS REPRESENTED OR MONEY REFUNDED IF RETURNED IN TEN DAYS. 

By a rigid economy it has paid its last 
debt, for wbicb there are no cancelling 
pledges and kept itself free trom further 
indebtedness. But its income and teach· 
ing forco have been reduced, although it 
has now a competent faculty. 

A committee on the Records of the Trus· 
tees. consisting of Rev. D. A. Tawney, Rev. 
C. C. Todd, and elder J. S. O:ivflr, in its 
repnrt oUered the following, wbicb was cor-
diallyadopted: -

Many cities in India with as many as 
50eO inhabitants have never seen a Chris· 
tian missionary. .... 

COMFORT 

Is what you waut in traveling, 8nd you get 
it in the personally conducted Tourist cars, 
Chicae;o Rnd Oouncil Bluffs to Oalifornia 
via the Union PaCific, leaving Ohicago 
every Tbursday. 

Ask yoor nearest agent for particulars or 
write to Jas. F. Agler, Gen'l. Agent, St. 
Loois, Mo. -.. 

~~~~~ 
;Jf# ~j~ 
~!#~ 
~k.O§i ~l~ of' V/' 
637-64IS.EwINGAVE 

ST.LoUIS, Mo. ~ 
BESTOF REfERENCE. 

~nd your onme for a Souvenir 
of the Works of Eugene Field, 
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Christmas and New Yean Holiday Ratel. 
B. & 0, SoW, R'Y, 

As usual the B. & O. S. W. Railway has 
arranged for Holiday Rate3 for tbeir pat­
rons, and will sell at low price round trip 
tickets from all stations to any point in 
Central Passenger Committee territory. 

This territory covers St. Louis. Louis 
ville. Cincinnati. C1evelaud, Chicago, Ind 
ianapolis and hundreds of other POlDtS. 

Tickets ou 8ale Dec. 24th, 26th, 31st and 
Jau. lBt. Good returning to and inclnding 
Jan. 4th, 1897. 

Any B. & O. So W. Agent can give full in­
formation. 

J. M, CHESBRO UGH, 

General Passenger Agent. 
Cincinnati, 0, .... 

An Experienced Lady 
Stenographer 

and office a!sistant. who can fnrnish high­
est references from present St. Louis em­
ployers, would like to hear of 8ny similar 
opening from Jan_ 1st. For pluliculars. 
address 8., care MID-CONTINENT, 1516 Locust 
Street, St. Louis, M.a. --To California Via the True Southern Rout&. 

Iu elegant Pnllman buffet sleeing cars and 
Pullman Toori3t sleeping cars through 
without change from St. Louis to Los An­
geles and San Francisco over the Iron 
Mountain Route in connection with the 
Texas & Pacific and Soutllern Pacific rail­
ways. 

WABASH LINE. 
Favor;te Route from St. Louis 

Solid Vestibuled Trains 
-TO-

CHICAGO, TOLEDO, DETROIT, 
with THROUGH SLEEPING CARS via 
NIACARA FALL 

-TO-

~¥~S~~iL NEW YORK ~f~ BOS TON. 
PALACE DINING CARS 

ON NEW YO\{K AND BOSTON TRAlNS. 

Pullman Buffet Sleeping Cars 
to Kansas City, Denver, Coun­
cil Bluffs, Omaha, Des Moines, 
St. Paul and Minneapolis. 

Free Reclining ChairCars on 
all through Trains 

Buffet Parlor Cars on Day 
Trains, St: Louis to Kansas 
City, Chicago and Toledo. 

St. LouIs Ticket Offices: 
S. E. C Or, Broadway & Olive St 

and Union Station. 

.... CLOVER LEAF 
~ ROUTE! 

"Your committee feel that they would 
not discharge their duty did tbey not call 
the attention of the Synod to .he marvelous 
economy shown in the management of 
Pierre University. That the institution 
should be conducted at all and do any sort 
oj educational work on the meager income 
is wonder enougb, but that it should lur· 
nish instruction of so high a grade sur· 
passes the ordinary ideas of economical 
possibility. 

The Churcb Missionary Society has issued 
a statement regarding the missions in 
Africa. It is calculated that there are in 
Africa 1,000,000 Protestant native adher· 
ents, of whom over 100000 are communi· 
cants, more than 1.200 European missiona' 
ries and some 1.000 mission stations. It is 
furtber stated that during the seven years, 
1888 1895, the number of converts and com· 
municants in Uganda hag practically dou­
bled year by year. 

FIELD~~FLOWERS . , 
tM Eugent}iddlnonument SOU\lenir Toledo, St. loUiS & Kansas City 

"Therefore, we unhesitatingly aud earn· 
estly commeQd the University to the confi· 
dence 01 all our ministers and people, and 
ask for it the patronage of our families that 
may have sons Ilnd daughters to educate, 
and all tbe girLs that ou r people may be 
able to bestow upon it for its perpetuation 
and the eniargement ot its usefulness." --

The Genuine "Brown's Bronchial Troches" 
are sold only in boxes. They are wonder· 
fully eftective for Cooghs and Tbroat 
Troubles. 

BELLS 
eel AlloyCburc ': l: School Bells. ~Scnd for 
talojl;ue_ The C. 8 • .BELL CO., Hllisboro. O. 

Wauted Oauvassers to work in their own 
neigb borhood for the fine3t Illustrated 
Book of the century. No capital requisite 
address Hamlin & Co., 141-1 Locust St., St, 
Louis, Mo. 

In the world there are 22,868 mission sta· 
tions altogether. To these staH.ns 6355 
women and 5.219 men missionaries have 
been sent out by the various eVl1n~elical 
mission societies, making a total of 11 ,574. 
In addition to these there are 70,C38 native 
helpers in the field. The number of con. 
verts is 1,557,688, and the amount spent in 
one yeu is 14,441,807 daIs. 

The most b~autilul Art Production of the crll­
tury. "A sWDIl bunch of the mast fri.l;!raat of blus­
som~ gathered from the brond acres of I:ug;:ne lrield's 
Furm of LO\IIe," Contains a selection of the most 
beauliful of the poems of Eu!!,ene Field. Hand­
somelv illustrated by thirly-five of the world's 
g-reatest artists as their cOlltlibution to the .1011-
urnent Fund. Bat fer tbe Doble contribution. of the 
great artists tbis book could not bul'c been m8Du(ac .. 
tured for $7.00. Por sale at book stores. or sent 
prepaid on receipt Of$r.l0. The love offering to 
theCbild's Poet Laureate, published by the Com· 
mittee to create a fund lo build the Monument 
and to care for the family of the beloved poet_ 

Eugene Field Monument Souvenir Fund, 
,80 Monroe Street, ChicOIO, lilt 

A GIRL THAT MAKES ~ONEV. 
Dear Eilitor:-I am tired of an .... eriJl8Ietter. from 

peopie who hoord of my Buce •••• elling 15 Vapor Dath 
CabilJets tofamiJiseaud phYBicians. I make money tbe 
year around. Laat month 1109 rigbt aro!1Ud bome. 
Duy of K. World Mfg. 00 .• Columull., O. T~ey aro r.· 
lia.ble and 11lna been yery good to we. CaviDetIJ fur­
nish Turkish and Medicated Vapor 13a.tlls at borne. 
Are cleanly and healthful. Beautify tho .kin nnli abo 
so\utely Cllr6 Colds. Hbeumati8I1!~ Neurnlg.in, !tnlar.ia, 
IIriglH's DisetlAO nod nil Blood , .Nerve t Skm lIOll Kid­
ney trouLlt·s. Saves Dr. and medicine l>iIlB. Anyone 
0&0 make woney at this l.Iusincse. )).J.!Sl· B--. 

__ RAILROAD --

The Direct Line and Cheapest Rates with 
double daily service to 

Toledo, 
Detroit, 

Sandusky, 
Cleveland, 

Montreal, Toronto~ 
Indianapolis. 

Buffalo, 
Albany, 

New York, 
Boston. 

AND ALL POINTS NOHTII UD EAST. 

TICKET OFFICE: 

505 Olive Street and Union Depot • . 
ST. LOUIS 
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tllebindinga 
You can t judge of the quality 

of a book by the binding, nor 
tell the contents by the title. 
You look for the name of the 
author before yon buy the hook. 
The name of Robert Louis 
S leyenson (for instance) on the 
back guarart1:ees the inside of 
the book, whatever the outside 
may be. 

There's a parallel between 
books and bottles. The bind 
ing. or wrapper, of a boltle is 
no guide to the quality of the 
medicine the bottle contains. 
The title on the bottle is no 
wan·ant for confidence in the 
contents. It all depends on the 
author's name. Never mind 
who made the bottle. Who 
made the medicine? That's 
the question. 

Think of this when buying 
Sarsaparilla. I t isn't the bind­
ing of the bottle or the name of 
the medicine that you're to go 
by. '1 hat's only printer's ink and 
pap,:r! The question is, who 
made the medicine? What's 
the :luthor's name? \Vhen you 
see Ayer's name on a Sarsapa­
rilla bottle, that's enough. The 
name Ayer guarantees the best, 
ami has done so for 50 years. 

"HE IS NOT HERE" . 
DR. JAK]!S H. BROOKES' 

Latest book. (Being on the Resurrection 
01 Christ) Just issued by the Presbyterian 
Board oj Publication, Philadelphia. 

"Go d Spake All These Words." 

"I AM COMING." 
These three books contain the last testi­

mony which the author wishes to leave to 
the thoughtful considera.tion of Christians 
who believe in the Word of God. The first 
two are published in this country, and the 
last in England, but they may all be ob­
taIned of the 

PRESBYTERIAN BOARD OF PUB­

LICATION, 

The price of "God Spake" is 6Oc., of "He 
not Here" and "I Am Coming" 76c. each 

J, W. ALLEN, Manager. 

~T.lOUIS DEPOSITORY. 
1516 L ,~ust St., St. Louis, Mo. 

TRY THE NEW BOOK. 

SACRED SONGS, No.1, 
:By 1; a D. Sankey. James McGranahan, and 

Geo. C. Stebbins. 

Now be.ing used by Mr. Moody and Mr. Sankey 
In all UHlir meeting.. • 
20~ I'ages of the newest and most useful devo. 

tlonal 80ngs in the land. 
Just what you want for your Suuday School 

and Prayer meeting. Only 825.00 per 100; 30 cents 
each 'f hy mail, 

TIlE BIGLOW & ltIAIN CO., 
Chicagu House, 215 Wabash Avenue. 

76 Ea&t 9th St., New York. 

~f. W.~qfa'~iJ 
DENTIST, 

ST. LOUIS. 

---------

THE MID-CONTINENT. 

aurrent ~iter<lture. 

BOOKS. 
WORDS OF CONSOLATION. By Lewis John­

son, president of tbe Richard Allen Insti­
tute, at Pine Bluff. Ark. 
This book of poems iE largely address­

ed to personal friends and companions. 
It is expressive of the sentiments of 
friendship, good cbeer, thankfulness of 
heart and of earnest symyathy in times 
of the sorrow of others. A Christian 
tone is manifest throughout. 

SIC VITA EST. (Such is Life). By Bue Fro­
man Matthews. G. W. Dillingbam & Co. 
New York. $1.50. 

This is a semi-religious story contain­
ing illustration of the motives that con­
trol humanity. Three distinct types of 
the American Ilirl of to-day are por­
trayed. In one the strength of a pract­
ical nature; the beauty of a life of faith; 
and the secret of a perfectly happy life, 
showing how it is possible to be happy 
under all the changing scene6 of time, 

Tux COllVERTI!D CATHOLIC. Edited by 
Father O'Connor, V vI. 13. January to 
December 1896. A. O'Connor. New York. 
The Converted Catholic is a monthly 

magazine which !tIro O'Connor com­
menced in ]883 "fol' tbe enlightenment 
of Roman Catholics and their conversion 
to evangelical Chri~tianity," and it has 
well fulfilled its purpose. Tbe testi­
monies of five tboueand convl.lrts from 
Rome have been published in its col­
umns, and it is said news of the pro· 
gress of the work fills its pages every 
month. 

ARNOLD'S PBAcnC.\L BABBAT!T tClTOOL ('OM­
MENTARY ON THE INTRUNATIONAL LE,;80~S 
1897 Mrs. T. B. Awo:d, Elitor. FJ~l\Iing 
Revell Company, Chioago, New York:, 
60cts. 
The WOl k of each lessou is arranlled 

in three divisions-Commentary, Survpy 
and Application. With each lesson 
also is furnished a blackboard exercise 
and Hints to Primary Teachers. With 
the unfolding of each les60n is given a 
paragraph of questions. The te 
printed from the King James Version 
and the Revised. A Map of Palestine is 
in the book. For eOllvenience of teach­
ers a Class Record is bound up with 
it. 

CHRIST AND THE CHERUBIM. By J, M. P. 
OUs, L.L. D., Presbyteril<n Committee of 
poblicatioll, Richmond, Va. 50cts. 
In dealing with this part of the Old 

Testament Symbolism,Dr. Otts is restra­
ined and judicious, and keeps well with­
in the line of sober and reverent inter­
pretation. The aini of the book is to 
show that the Ark of the Covenant was 
a type of the man Christ Jesus. With 
this view of it he easily finds the gospel 
of mercy through a divine Redeemer set 
forth in the pre-Christian forms of 
worahip associated witb the holy Ark of 
the Tabernacle. 'rhe Book has an in­
troduction on the p:eneral line of Scrip­
ture typology, written by Rev. Dr. 
Beattie of Louisville. 

FOUR BIBLE STUDIES. By John H. Osbnrne. 
A. C. Armstrong & Son, New York. 
76 cts. 
Three of these studies pertain to the 

three parables of our L-ml; The Friend 
at Midnight; The Unjust Judge and the 
importunate Widow, and the Friends 
by means of the Mammon of unright­
eousness. The fourth (which is placed 
third in the order) is on Prayer. The 
study of the three parables referred to 
is pursued on new lines. The author 
departs from the common interpreta­
tion, thinking he has "new and better 
exegeses." The first of these parables 
he takes as illustrating Shamelessness, 
the second one Revenge, and the third 
one the principle of Fidelity. The little 
book is strongly Pond clearly written and 
one can not but be interested in the at 
least novel unfolding which the author 

!lives. 
J&AKRIlS OF TU. A IKElVAN REPt:llwc By 

David Grel!g, D, D. E. n. Treat, New 
York, $1.50. 
This book is a sedes of popular lec-

"To Remove Paint. 

ioned way with soap; the 
necessary rubbing takes off 
the paint along with the dirt, 
but this is very tiresome work. 
You ought to do your house­
cleaningwith Pearline; that's 
the modern way-easiest and 
most economical way-takes 
away the dirt easily anclleaves 
the paint. Saves rubbing, 
saves work, saves time, saves 
whatever is cleaned. Use 
Pearline ( no soap) on any­
thing that water doesn't hurt. 

~ullUn®[ffi~~:~~ ~ilrrllnffi¥e 
tures, full of historical data, and pioneer 
incidents of Colonial times. It presents 
pictures of the Virginia Colonists, the 
Pilgrims, the Hollander~ the Puritans, 
the Quakers, the Scotch and the Hugue­
nots, with chapters on the influence of 
the discoveries of Christopher Colum­
bus, and the work of George Washing­
ton, as a factor in American history, 
and the effect of the growth of the 
Christian church in the formation and 
development of the Nation. It is high­
ly sugjtestive of American history yet 
to be written. The book pleads for the 
broadest and purest type of American­
ism and is outspoken and fearless in 
advor ~ing the highest intereets of our 

The ecope of the subject 
gives the author opportunities, of which 
he is prompt to avail himsslf, of warn ­
ing against the baneful influence and 
the illy concealed designs of the papacy 
in this country. The teachings of past 
history, in the case of many of tbe 
classes of people whom the lectures 
portray, are only too pJain in that 
connection. Dr. Gregg, the writer, is 
the successor of Rev. Dr. Cuyler, of the 
Larayette avenue Presbyterian cburch, 
Brooklyn, --

Feed Them Prop9rly 
and carefully; reduce tbe painfully large 
percentage ot infant morlality. Take no 
chances and make no experiments in this 
very important matter. 'rhe Goli! Borden 
Eagle Brand Condensed Milk has saved 
thousands of little lives. --The increase of Protestant (Jhristians in 
China every [\T about 5.000, and the 
present number is above 70.0JO. .. .. 

Low Rate Excursions. 
The Missouri Pacific Railway and Iron 

Mountian Roule will sell Home Seekers Ex, 
cusion Tickets, Nov. 3d and 17(h and Dec-
1st and 15tb, to certain points in the West. 
South, Southwest and Southeast at half 
rates (plus $2) for the round trip. Descrip­
tive pam r hlets on the various states and 
full information ca be obtained at. city 
ticket office. --

Three new translations of the Bible are in 
progress in India, respectively into the 
Hindi Hindustani, and Punjabi languages. 
The Bible has been translated wholly into 
fifteen India languages, and partly into 
forly-six more. . -

WITHOUT A RIVAL. 
The "Denver and Pacific Coast Limited" 

via the Union Pacific is the faslest and 
finest train ont of Kansas Ci.ty. It leaves 
10;40 a. m., arrives Denver the next morn­
ing. Salt Lake City the second morning and 
San FranciSCO !J:.l5 a. m. thb till rd morning, 
All the principal lines from the ellst maite 
connection with this train. 

See your local agen~ or address Jas. F. 
Agler, Gen'l. Agent, St. Louis, Mo. 

DECl',:\lBER 30, 1896. 

Solid Through Tra.ins 

FROM ST. LOUIS TO KANSAS CITY, 
With Dinio\: Cars, V.sLibuled Dr~wlng Room, Sleep­

ioC Cars. Reclinln\: Chair Cars (Free). 

Sf. Joseph, Denver, Omaha, St. Paul and 
Minnflapolis. 

Only One Change 01 Cars to the Pacific Cout 

The best Line for l\ebl'l1 ka aud tbe 
lllack UiUs. 

Quickest time to Denver and Color!ldo POlflt • 

V~OK~T QFFtC 

S. lV. COl'. Broadwa " ()Il 

St. Lou.is, Mo. 

CE T 

One hundred page book descrip­
tiveofresource. and capabilities of 
the soil contiguous tCo the liue of 

the LOUISVILLE & NASHVILLn RAILROAD 
in Kentucky, Tennes"ee. Alabama , Southern 
lIiississippi aud West Florida by counties. vri ~ 

C. P. ATMORE, Gen'l Pass. Agt., l ou sville, KJ 

Excursio s 
TO POINTS SOUTH 

On the first and third TuC',day of ell month 
at about ha,.1f rates, and one-way tickc at one 
and a half cents per mile. 

For information, COlmly lIlap Folders, etc., 
address, 
GEO. B. HORNER, Div. Pass. Agt., St. louis, 110. 

, 

VirusHairTonic . 
~u~~rior Dandru[ e\'~ Scalp Dl case. 
Prevents the Hair f1'om fall­

ing o.t. Send for circular /.:ivln 'iolu"IIl Ion 
Rmull bOLl Ie by eJ..-preHS .. . .. .. . ..... ':'5<-
r~al"/Zc U H .. .. ........ . . . ... . . 1.0n 
uLarge , I •• •• <0) 

GI13rante .:oulu ).e a represented. \<1,,"6 

L. BUSCHART, 
1516 Locust, St., St.Louis. 

~
Buct(eyO Bell Found,., 

J.;. w. V.UOIQ.l.eD CCo.Clof"lanati"C)bJe.. 

. B~t/a~:4ifJ" Church 8ells &. Chimes. dt:h'!lSt Grade. Pure Tone Weettniastttt 
Bell., I'ou.n(t~r. 01' Laraest Bell in America. 

r.,reclion in PIANOS and OR 
·GANSis foundin lho.ebeating the 

o301eof"ESTEY." Be sure tha 
fhe one you df;dde to buy i5 0 
Illi' make Rnd yo .. will have the 
b,$t. Ol'er ;;:.00,000 ill aclt<!ll 
ttl' . Cal~logu.s D,ailed Ir •• 10 
any address, 

ESTEY"" UAHP, 
1119 OliVE ST. Sllw 

PIU M
and Will ·llEY IUBIT8 ('m, d 
home without p&ln. Book of p 
tleulars JlREF; B. M W" 11 
M. lJ • B,," ,Atllln!<l, Ga 
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Death and disease 
arc no respectors of 
persons. The young 
are taken as well as 
the old. Careless~ 
ness of health , trans· 
gression of Nature 's 
laws, and hereditary 
influences are con· 
tinually digging pit· 
falls. Apparently 
shong, healthy 
young people start 

)Wnhin every day. Thcy lose health 
.."....... Ie just when the possibilities of life 

I greatest. Some slight disorder, care· 
f.=:y'ncglected, is reinforced by other kin. 
red try;;'--""s. Indigestion, indicated by 
:Jumess .he stomach, flatulency, heart· 
urn, and ~istress after eating, are followed 
y disordered liver, constipation, headaches, 
:idulY disease, loss of appetite, nervous· 
css, debility and loss of flesh. Loss of 

h prepares the way for the most serious 
onsequcnces. Weakness from any cause is 

.n invitation to consumption. The germs 
of consumption are in the air and in our 
food-in the water we drink. They are ev· 
erywhere. But they are harmless to the 
p rfl ctly healthy body. It is only when 
the hody is weak that they do any h arm. 
Prompt measures should be taken at the 
~rst indication of disease. When iudiges. 
.ion shows itself in any form it calls for the 
IIIlllcdiatc use of Dr. Pie rce's Golden Med· 

.cal Discovery. 'l'bi, wOllderful medicine 
is an ;l1\'igorating tonic for the whole sys· 
tem. It purifies aud enriches the blood and 
searches out the disease germs wherever 
they lIlay h e ill the hody. It build,; up firm, 
ul.id. h~althy. useful III sit. It ~trcngthens 

ITes, stimulates the appetite , makes 
ion and nutrition perfect and brings 
, refreshing Rleep. The marvelous sue· 

of this truly wonderful medicine h as 
,ght into existence <cores of imitations. 
ncl21 one-cellt stamps. to pay lherost o f mail-
1n(r. and rect-h'e free a COPy. paper-covered, 
The People's Common Sei,se Medical Ad· 

-," the most reliable auel u~ef1l1 medical work 
. puhli,.hed. For French cloth bind;n~. send 
ent~ acl-iitionnl (:,1 cents in all). "W'orld's Disa 
sary Medical Association, Buffalo, N. Y. 
~ 
~~, ~~~~~~~ 

nloraIities. 

nl.E PlCTURES OF TUE vrUISKY TRADE. 

]'t the bal'·roonl­
The fat rum seller: 
f~Woe to him tqat buildeth a town 
,th blood, and established n city by 
i'l uity, "-Hab. 2:15. 
The clever fellow who treate: 
"Woe unto him that giveth his neigh­
lr drink.-Hab. 2:15. 
The fellows who are treated: 
'Who hath woe? who hath sorrow? 

hath contention? who hath bab­
ljZ8? who hath wounds without 
lse? who hath rednesB of eyes?"­
)v. 23:~9. 

fhe landlord who rents his house for 
bar·room: 
"Woe to him that coveteth an evil 
vetomness to his house . • • Thou 

last consilited shame to thy house by 
utting 011' many people, and hast 
inned against thy Boul, "-Bab, 2:9, 10. 
How it looks at midnight: 
"For all tables are full of vomit and 

and there is llO place clean." 

2. In Ih e house-
The winuows stuffed with rags: 
"For the drunkard and the glutton 
Jail come to poverty, and drowsiness 
1\1' clothe a man with rags." 

ife Rnd chiluren kicked about: 
S,rong drink is nging. "-Prov. 
I ,. 
'elirium tremens: 
• t the last it biteth like a serpent 

'ingth like an adder."-The Bible 
.r. 

LACE: OF ENTERPRISE. 

cat me have three fingers of whis­
, he said to the clerk of a drug 
in a Kansas town. "I ean't," re­
the clerk who did not know the 

,mer; "this is a Prohibition State." 
\n't get II drink of whiskey, eh?" 

si,'; not without a physician'/il 
;dption, when it is to be used as a 
cine." "Is there no emergency at 
which you would be permitted to 

( 

THE MIi 

dispense a small quantity of whiskey 
without that formality-a case of life or 
death for instance?" "Why yes," re­
plied the clerk, "I suppose if a man 
were to be bitten by a rattle·snake, and 
it would require some time to go to a 
doctor and get a prescription, in that 
case it might be allowable to give him 
whiskey." "Do you know where I 
could find a snake?" was tbe next 
question. "Why, no," replied the 
clerk, greatly surprised at the query. 
"Well," commented the thirsty one, 
with a great deal of disgust in his tone, 
"it seems to me that if thi3 drug store 
had any enterprise it wonld keep a rat­
tlesnake on hand for use in cases of 
emergency."-H(tTpe~'8 Monthly. 

THE DANCE. 
A few days ago a brijZbt young 

woman ~aid to mt': "I do not see any 
harm in dancing." I did my best to 
show her wherein it is incompatible 
with cburch membership and the Chris­
tian's life. In addition to my own ob· 
servations I added the testimony of 
many, saints and sinners, dead and liv· 
ing, who thought and wrote on this 
subject, This well meaning young lady 
was sur prised to learn that the ch urch 
of every name and in all ages, had, and 
does, oppose the dace, and not without 
good reason. 

It has occurred to me that a few quo· 
tations might be profitable to the mul­
titude of young Christians. 

.Bayle (infidel): "The reformed church­
es which forbid dancing cannot be suffi­
ciently praised for it, since the manner 
of it creates a thousand impressions 
dangerous to virtue:" 

Herman (man of the world): "To 
dancers, one and all, I would say: Try 
and see yourselves as ethels see you; 
remember that th ~re are many harm· 
less pleasures that have about them no 
tam t of filthy lust; above all, cease to 
believe or to assert that the modern 
waltz is an innocent amusement." 

Plato, Aristotle and Livy, believed 
the dance not only productive of moral 
evils, but aa indicating a low grade of 
character: 

Cicero: "nlmo sobl'iu8sallat"-no man 
in his senses will dance. 

Roman Catholic chnrch (in council at 
Baltimore,1866): "We consider it to be 
our duty to warn our people against the 
fashionable dances, which are revolting 
to every feeling of delicacy, and fraught 
with the greatest danger to morals." 

Petrarch: "The dance is the spur of 
luet-a circle of which the devil himself 
is the center, Many that use it have 
come dishonest home, most indifferent, 
none belter." 

AI ch bishop of Q lebec (Catholic), 
spea~ing of the round dance, said it 
was a form of dance especially "POB­
sessed of the devil; the last sigh of ex­
piring modesty." 

Bishop Hopkins of Vermont (Episco­
pal): "No jn~enuity can make it (dance) 
coneistent with the covenant of bap­
tism." 

T;ishop Meaue,. of Virginia (Episco­
pal): "It is of itself wrong, improper, 
and of bad effect." 

Dr. Robinson (Presbyterian): "It is 
simply impossible that this question of 
indulgence in such worldly pleasures as 
the theater, the maEquerade, the card 
table and the dance, can be a doubtful 
or debatable question." 

Bishop Pierce, (Methodist): "Dram 
drinkers and dancing Methodists, with· 
out prompt confession of wrong', deep 
humiliation, and solemn pledges, never 
to repeat, will be, as they ought to be, 
cut off. The preachers, I trust, will 
cease to rely upon talking and coaxing, 
and let theBe old offenders know that 
the church cannot, and will not tolerate 
theee vices and fooleries." 

Bishop Parker (M. E. church, Soutb): 
"The dance, as pract.iced by the two 
fexes, is first of all, fleshly, and the 
world and the devil are not wanting in 
it."-Sel. 
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DR. J. CI. BROOI(ES' 

Latest 
Book----------~------

"He • 
IS Not Here" 

The Resurrection of Christ. 

Just issued by the Presbyterian Board of Publication, together with the 
many other works of the same author, are for sale by the 

ST. LOUIS DEPOSITORY, 

Presbyterian ~oard Publication 
1516 Locust St., St. Louis . 

THA1----~ 

Splendid 
Bagster 
Bible ....... . 

So well known to our readers, can still be bought for $1.75-a wonderful bar. 
gain. (The cat8lo~ue price is $3.00,) Dozens of testimonials have been printed 
in this paper. Address, 

The "rIID=CONTINENT." 

~unday 1 00,000 School 

TEACHERS 

~ "Selescf PNofes " 
on tbe International Sunday.School L essons 
for inspiration and instruction. 

Price, Cloth, $1 .25' 
SEND FOR SPECIMEN PAGES. 

W. A. WILDE &: CO., • BOSTON. 

THE AMERICAN GUARANTY FUND MUTUAL 
FIRE INSURANCE CO. OF ST. lOUIS, MO, 

Co:n.ser...:r a. ti ...:re. Eco:n.oxn.ica.l_ 
The ONI.Y FireInsurance Company doing business In Mlnourl which has a guaranty (uo·l of 

{[O,tto deroliled with lhelnsuranceCommlssioners for the protection of Its policy holJau. 

WERTH'S INSURANCE AGENDY. 
()mu 18 N. 3rd Street, ST. LOUIS, MO. ESl:~BL!SIl!! D ,1ftJ 

.i.DJOINISO IfREPU BLle" BUII.DINO. 
We take 1).(a511reln recommelldlng the above (;ompany to our friend! And patrons either r~r 

Mutu(I' or Stock policy. 
J. E. WERTH & BRO. . 

We are prepared to write large lIues on all ClIL&l8S of approved rlsk.-also Tornado Plat. 
Glass, Bond and Accident Insurance. ' 

IIARDIN LADIES' COLLEOE &GERMAN OONSERVATORY 
lh year; UNPRECEDENTED PROSPERITY; 24 PROl'ESSORS 

8UNIVERBITIES and .5 EUROPEAN CONSERVATORIES. 
PIANO to the best music pnpil. GF,RMAN CON5]<~RVA .• 

MUSIC, XAVER BCHARWENK.A, Directol', I.aq:es£. 
Best. Send for PriceD. MEXf(;O, MO. 

FORTY YEARS IN CHINA. 
BY REV. R: H. GBA. VES, D. D., !U.SSIOYA.RY IN UHINA.. 

316 Pages, 31 full page photo-graveur ilbstrations, bcaautifully bonnd in cloth. 
A. splendid gitt. Regular price everywhem $1.50. Our 51.eclal 
price 7:5 (~entll. postpaid. .!.ddress, '1'11e Mro·CoS'TU:I:BNT. 

~~~~~ ____ --____ F--------
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CONSUMPTION 
T o TilE EDITOR: r ha ve an a bsolute Cure fo r 

CONSUMPTION and a ll Bronchial, Throat and 
L ung T rotlhleR, a nd all condit ions of Wasti ng 
Away. By its t imely u se t housands of apparen t­
l y hopeless cases l1a"e bee n p,rmallent1v cured. 

Ho pr oof-posi t ive am I of it s power t o c ure, I 
will send FREE to any one a fflicted, THREE 
BOTTLES of m y N cwly D iscovered R em ed ies, 
upon r eceipt of E x press and Post office address, 

Always s incer ely yours , 
T . A . SLOCUM,M.e., ]83 P earl St., New York. 
When writiu~ t.heDoctol". pleasemeotion this paper. 

FOREST PARK UNIVERSITY 
FOR WOI\i'EN. 

T~orou gh (,allege and preparatory cotlrse~ 
Boatd and tnItion $260 to 2; 5. U~llege of most 
Eo R. Mocger, director; ~"8iine Watson. volc 
Parifil i. violiu ; Pipe orgall, elo c ution. art. Blue 
cnr LindeU electric, passes Ihe " .. '1r. Tuition 
half price of cenll'al cily schoOl.; .:15 to $40; hal. 
year. Greek, Latin, French, German, Phys Cntlf 
Chorns, etc. At bome, Mon. Sat. P.M. Add. fOJ 
catalogue, 
lIRS. ANNA SNEED CAIRNS, Pres't .• St. Loul 

Perkins & Herpel's 
MERCANTILE COLLEGE 

(or. 41h Strff.'tand Wnshingtou An., ST. I.OUIS. MO. 

INDIVIDUAL INSTRUCTION 
tilhco lu Hotlk. 1.-(' eplng. !"nnuu:Jlhlp, Shorl bnud. 1'Yilelfl'Hing 

t.rllIDlUOI', .41,ltbmeth:', E. e 
CALL OR II'Ul1'E . ·OR CA'rALOGUE. 

Day and Night School opens Sept. 7. 

Organized ]830. Chartered 185i 

·. lINDENWOOD COLLEGE, 
FOR YOUNC LADIES. 

ST. CHARLES. MO., near ST. LOUIS. 
SynodIcal control. Course full an \ throu~h 

Governmen t that of a ChrIstian family . Location 
b~autiJul and healthful ART and MUSIC spnc­
altie.. Iror catalogue etc., address, 

REV. W. S KNIGHT. D .D ., Preslden\. 

The Most Convenient and Popular 
Railroad Ticket 
-IS1H.-

Baltimore & Ohio Southwestern R'ys 
New 1,000 nile Bo(...k. 

. GoqD OVER 

BalLimore & Ohio .southwestern, 
Baltil.'.:ore & Ohiq, 

Pittsburg Rnd Western. 
Cincinnati, Hamilton & Dayton, 
Columbu~, Sandusky & Hocking, 

Louisville, New A.lbany & Chicago (Monon). 
Cleveland TermInal & Valley. 

Columbus, Hocking Valley & Toledo, 
Termillal of St. Louis. 

Indiana, Decatur & Western, 
Ohio Central Railroads, 

--REAOHING-

St. Louis, Louisville, 'Cincinnati, Indian­
apolis, Chicago, Dayton, Columbus, Toledo, 
Cleveland, Pittsburg, Washington. D. C., 
Baltimore, Philildelphla and hundreds of 
other points, 
Hooks are good for ODe Year and 

sold at rate of $20.00 by all B. & 
O. SoW. Agents, also at ticket office 
St. Louis Union Station. 

TRAI ON THE 

MISSOURI, KANSAS & TEXAS 
RAILWAY •• 

OW Run Solid 
_TO, ••• 

S. ouis 
Chicago 
Ka~§I~City 
W GNER BUFFET SLEEPING CARS 

:.ANO:. 

FRE CHAIR CARSE 

FACT ANt 

Goshing-Why do you ca1l her of a 
certain age? Baker-Because she never 
changes it.-T?uth. 

"I suppose,'" clucked the hen angrily. 
"that now you've stolen me, you'll ex­
pect me to lay poached eggsl I'll fool 
you!"-New YO?·,. Press. 

Minnie-He said my complexion was 
a perfect dream. Mamie-What did be 
mean by that-that it was not real?-In­
dianapo/is Journal. 

Mr. Ol'imsonbealr-Do you think, my 
dear, that the time will ever come when 
the men will do the cooking? Mrs. 
Orimsonbeak-Not in this world, John. 
-Yonl;ers Statesman. 

"Well," said the kite to the same boy, 
"I guess I will have to admit that you 
have me on the etring. And that," 
continued the kite, " is what makes me 
eoar." -Indianapolis J ournal. 

Oorre8pondent-1 ehould like to write 
for your paper. You want the manu·' 
script sheets blank on olle side, don't 
you? Managing Editor-On both eidee, 
if you please.-Fliegcnds Blae~ler. 

"No, darlillg." said a mother to a eick 
child, "the doctor says I mustn't read 
to you." "Then, mamma," begged the 
little child, "won't you please read to 
yourself out loud?"-Tit-Bits. 

First Tramp-If you had to work~ 
just supposin'-what kind of a job 
would you rather have? Second Tramp 
-Well, I think I could be judge of a dog 
shoYl'_ I've had expel'ience of all de 
diI'rent kinds of dogs deJe is.-Puck. 

~Iamma-Bobbv, I heard you were a 
very naughty boy to-day, Now, tell me 
all about it. Bobby (with a sudden 
access of modesty)-Teacher says it 
isn't polite to talk too much about your­
self.-Harper's Bazor. 

. "But I am eo unworthy, darling," he 
murmured, as he held the dear girl's 
hand in his. "Ob, Harry," Ehe sighed, 
"if you and papa agreed 011 every olher 
point as you do on that, how happy we 
could be!"-Leeds (Eng.) Mercury. . 

"Mamma," aaid Willie,leaning toward 
his mother and speaking in a loud 
whisper, "the preacher said a little 
while ago. 'One word more and I have 
done,' and he's talked 563 words since 
he said it. I've been counting 'em on 
himl"-Chicago Trib.me. 

The following was copied from a 
notice posted on a building: "Notice­
Tenants ahould be careful not to throw 
cigars or lighted matches about. Other­
wise they may set fire to the building 
and oblige Jobn Blazer,propl'ietor-.Tid­
Bits, 

"DESERVED A GOOD BUSlNE>S." 

THE PARSON'S GOOD WI SII ES FOR A GE NER­

ous SUBSCRIBER, 

The debt of the struggling little 
church in tbe suburbs had all been 
paid off bu t $600, says the Ohicago Tri­
bune. 

A clergyman noted for bis skill and 
success in raising church debts had been 
sent for, and was conducting the morn­
ing service. The. sermqn was over, and 
the work of s tirring up the audience to 
the requisite pitch of enthusiasm had 

. begun. SubEcr iptions rose rapidly to 
$300, then $400, and after considerable 
effort to $500, whel €I they Btuck. In 
vain the viSiting brother exhorted and 
pleaded. The limit of each resources of 
the congregation appeared to have been 
reached, and at las~ he sat down, dis­
couraged. 

Then Brother Plalltus, a highly-re­
spected undertaker, who had made a 
'liberal Eubscription already, rose and 
said: 

~~ENT. 

"Brethren, this thing ehan't fall 
through after it has got as far along as 
$500. I believe in a :nan giving as the 
Lord has prospered him, and although 
I have gjven a pretty good-sized dona­
tion, i am ready to do more. I'll pay 
that last hundred dollars myself. Here's 
my cheCK for the amount." 

"I don't know yonr name, brother." 
shouted the visiting preacher, jumping 
to his feet with enthusiasm, "but I hope 
YOlIr businese "ill double during the 
coming year, and I believe it will!" 

MR. HOGG'S QUIET J OKE. 

TELLS WHY HIS DOG 1;'EARLY D I ED OF 

LAUGHTER. 

Mr. Hogg seems to imagine that man· 
kind are prepared to believe anything 
in respect to dogs which partakes of the 
mysterious, and accordingly plays off 
the following guile joke Ilpon his read­
ers, says QU?' Dumb Animals: 

"It's a good silln of a dog when his 
face growe like hie master's. It's proof 
he's aye glow'ring up in his master's 
en'n to discover what he's ,thinking oni 
and theu, without word or wave of 
command, to be aff to executtl the wull 
0' his silent thocht, whether it be to 
wean sheep, or to run dqon deer. Hec­
tor got so like me, afqre he dee'd that I 
remember, when I was owre Jazy to 
gang to the kirk, I used to send him to 
take my place in the pew, and the min­
ister never kent the difference. Indeed 
he once asked me nex~ dny what I 
thought of the sermon; for he saw me 
wonderfu' attentive amang a rather 
sleepy congregation. 

"Hector and me gied ane anither sic 
a loqk! Alld I was feared Mr. Paton 
would have observed it; but he was a 
simple, primitive, unsuspecting old 
man-a very Nathaniel without guilej 
and he jaloused nothing; tho' both Hec­
tor and me was like to split; and the 
dog after laughing in his sleeve for mair 
than a hundred yards, couldn't stand it 
nae longer, but was obliged to loup awa 
owrs a hedge into a potato field, pre­
tending to scent partridges." 

--
You Oan Be Well when your blood is 

rich. pure and nonrishing. Hood's Sarea­
parilla makes the blood rich and pure and 
m~res all blood diseases, restoring heal~h 
and vigor, 

Hood's PiUs are easy to take, easy to oper­
ate, Cure indigestion, headache. 25J. 

Peloubet's 

Select 
Notes 

for 1897. 
"The World' s Best Cominentary on 
the International Sunday·school Les­
sons."-Smtday School T imes. 

Price. Cloth, $1.25' 
For Sale Everywhere. 

. Send for Sample Pages. 

When you Need 

Printing of any kind 

Call or write to 

Buschart Bros., 

I 5 I 6 Locust St., 

St. Louis, Mo. 
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D lWEMBER 30, 1806 

The Florida CsnlraJ 
& en insular R.R., 

IS THE 

CiDciDDatl Air LINE, 

VIA. 

LE'xington, Chattanooe:a, At­
lanta and Everet~, Solid train 
in 24 hours 

St. Louis & Florida 

Short Line. 

VIA. 

Holly Springs, BirmiDl(ham. 
Atlanta, MacoD, and Everett. in 
26 hOUfS. Through Sleeper. "'\. 
Kansas (JUy &- .Ja(' 

l!ioDville Dir~ct. 
VIA 

Springfield. Memphis. Birminj1:­
him. Atlanta, and Everett., in 47 
hoors. First-class service. 

The S('enic I.ine. 
VIA. 

Louisville or Oincinnati , !,(>x· 
ington, Knoxville. Ashville, 
Columbia, Savanah and Everett. 
Cre!!l~ent City Bonte • . 

VIA 

Oairo, Jackson. Tenn .• Meridian 
J ackson, Miss., New Orleans, 
Mobile and Pensacola. 

TOUruST AND SETTLEflS' RATES. 

On the first Tuesday in each month,o? 
way settlers tickets at o'te and OJlt.haTfcenl 
per mile; on theftrst and third Tneadays in 
each month, horne seeker's tickels at one 
farefor the ronnd trip; on every day in the 
month, tourist tickets at lowest rilles, on 
sale. For rontes, rates. beal- map of Fior;da, 
or other information, address H. F. DaVis, 
W. P. A.., Oommercial Building, Ht. !'c lis, 
or A. O. MacDonell. G. P. A .• JackJ!o Ie, 
Fla. 

Big Fou 
Bt'st LlOe 
Between 

€ t Louis, Indianapolis, 
Cleveland, Buffalo, 

NEW YORK A~D BOSTON. 
"THE KNICKERBOCKER SPECIAL" 

Throllgh the beautiful Mohawk Valloy 
and down the Hildson Uiver into 

Grand Central Station, 4~nd St., 
New York City. 

WITHOUT FERRYTRANSPER. 
Magnlfcent Solid TraIns Dally, 

bet ween 

ST. LOUIS AN~ CINCINNATI, 
Through Palace Sleeping Cars 

belwee n 

ST. lOUIS AND WASHINGTON. 
Via Chesa peako Rnd Ohio Ry . 

Warren J. Lynch, Ass'tG. P. A. 
St. Louis, Mo. 

E. C. McCORMICK. D. B. MARTIt. 
Ass .Tra ffic Manager. Ge n'l Pa ss I\' 

$20000°1 . GOLD GIve I 
The I nternational News and Book Co., Baltimore. 

Md .. mal,es a most liberal oaer of $WO.OO to anyone 
.llin~ 200 copies of tbeir books. "Child 's S tory of 
J esus" or ·'Gathered .Tewels," by Sp urgeon. Tbe 
g reatest selling bOOks Oll t. ~A$lOO.UO i'icycle given for 
sel1l ng 90 copies in 2 months. .A. $270.UO Estey Organ 
given for selling 115 copies in 3 months. .A. splenulrt 
opportunity for a chUrch t o secure an Organ . A gOld 
watch is given in addition to commission for seliinJ! 
60 copies in 30 day.. Last faU over 100,000 copies a 
t hei r books were sold. T hey paid agenlB over $80,00 
io commiSSion. 407 agents secu red premiums It ... 
addItion to commission. 33 made over $37:;.00. 115 
made over $200.00. Complete out fi t for botb book. 
50 cents. " F reigbt pnid . cred it given. Other books 
and Bioles for fall and X mas H olidays. Induce· 
ments Dot equalled by any publisher. They giv e 
Ban I, refer ences 8 S to theIr responsIbIlity. ~ Write 
them immediately. 

ou 
Will do us a great favor iI 
you will kindly mention 
THE MID-CONTINENT when 
yon write to advertisers 
Do so please. 


