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An Appeal to All Bible Presbyterians THE-NAMES 
BY CARL McINTIRE What is represented in the oariJes "Bible 

Presbyterian Church" and "EvanltClical 
Presbyterian Church"? The time has rome when all who have 

called the01sc:lves mble Presiby.(er,ian lIecd 
to consider before our blessed Lord the 
on-going testimony of this historic move­
ment. 

God raised up the Bilble Presbyterian 
Church. He has used it in a singular and 
glorious way in thIs twentieth century day 
of apostasy. 

Because O'f differences which arose 
within the church over what came to be 
called "the softer aflproaoh" in dealing 
with the apostasy and those WJ10 compro­
mised with it, over independent agencies 
versus Synod-<ontrolkd agent'ics, nlld 
ave<' the Councils, including the American 
and International Councils of OhristiaH 
OUlrohes, two differen't Synods began to 
be Jlcld each year - one called the Colum­
bus Synod and the olher the Collingswood 
Synod. Both Syrtods operated under the 
same constitution, bhe same name. A 
synod is not the church or the denomina­
tion. During this tilTle there was still one 
Bible Presbyterian Churoh but MO differ­
.ent Synods. Neither group, as such, had 
left the Bible Presbyterian denomination. 
All were opemting . under the same con­
stitutioon and name, with different portions 
of the churcll recognizing different 
Synods. Efforts at reconciliati~ were 
vain, and differences deepened. 

THE NAME 

Now the group known as the Colum­
bus Synod has changed the name, amend­
ed ~he constitution, amended the doctri­

There are, therefore, since the action 
of ~he Columbus Synod and its support­
ing presbyteries approving the Evangel­
ical Presl>yterian Glurch, two separate de­
nominMions, each goillg its separate way. 
The Evangelical Presbyterians are operat­
ing now with a different constitution, the 
old Bible P resbyterian constitution which 
they have amended and changed ro their 
satisfaction. The B i Ib I e PreSbyterian 
Ohurch continues as the Bible Presbyte­
rian Church under the same constitution, 
with presbyteries and churches maintain­
ing the ir status without any change ' in 
HalllC or constitution. 

A'lready, since the break has been made 
final, several things have taken place. 

First, the Bible Presbyterian Ohurch of 
Albuquerque, N . Mex., by unanimous de­
cision, voted to w.thdraw from the Evan­
gelical Presbyterian Church into whicli 
they had been taken, and ro retain feUow­
ship in !>he Bible P1'esbytenan Church. 
The Westminster Presbyterian Church of 
Mexia, Texas, which joined the Colum­
bus Synod presbytery, in a duly called 
congregational meeting unanimously de­
dared its fellowship with the Bible Pres­
Ibyterian Olurch. Now, of course, the sub­
designation of Collingswood Synod is no 
longer needed in the church. There are no 

(C OtItinued on page 2) 

'M..BLE OF OONTENTS 

Bible Presbyterian Church. Here the 
emphasis has been upon the Bible. The 
great struggle which gave the church 
birth in the modernist-fundamentalist 
battle of the Mentieth century was over 
the authority and truth of the WorO of 
God. No more appropn.'lte or choice 
name could have been selected - Bible 
Presbyterian. 

The Elble Presbyterian .church had the 
distinct honor and privilege in the history 
of American Protestantism to be one of 
the two denominations that initiated and 
established the American Council of 
Christian Churches. This Council has 
'been in a place of leadershlp in the fore­
frQnt of the g.reat battle for the faith and 
the challenging of the National Council 
of the Churches of Christ in the U .S.A. 
Now the National Council of, Churches is 
under a greater shadow than at any time 
in the history of the ecumenical movement 
and it has been f,reely admitted that it 
has been the leadership of the American 
Council and those in the Bible P.resbyte­
rian Church y!ho , have had a significant 
part and place in awaking the nation ro 
the modernism, inclusivism, social gospel, 
and socialism that is involved in the Na­
tional Council .of Oturches. 

The Bible Presb~rlan name has been 
,identified with sound Gospel evangelism 
and its churches have found a unity in 
the use of the name "Bi>\e Preli>yterian" 
in every section of the country. 

nal standards, and with the support of An A:ppeal ro All Bible Presbyterians 
presbyteries and local churches has indeed 
become a new de\lOmination. This came 
to pass in July, 1961. It is now the Evan­
gelical Presbyterian denomination. 

"Bible Presbyterian" has a history. The 
name, the church, its leaders have been 
under attack in vicious abuse by the lib-

5 erals, the modernists, tbe middle-of-the­
roaders, the compromisenJ, and tbe Na-

The Names 

The ChanltC of Doctrine 

This has left that portion of the church "Neutral" 
operating under the constitution, which To Answer Your Qu~ns on }iIpan 
has refused to support the ideas and poli-
cies of the Columbus Synod, to itself and Attempt to Divert Harvey Cedars 
with the constitution and the qune. 'This Bible Presbyteiian Conference, Inc. 
body.remains under the constitution with- Certificates of Inmrporatioo 
out any changes or amendments, and con- ' . 
tinues to operate as the Bible Presbyte- After Five Years 
rian Churoh has always ope. rated ,-.s,;,p- I The Bib! Pr sbut . Ot eb' 
porting ind~ent agenCIes, retamulg e e r= ur 
merr4>ership in the Councils, and carrying What Is the Difference Between the 
on a vigorous, unC'ompromising stand in Bible Presbyterian Olllrch and the 
the great battle agairut the apostasy. It Uu.ited Presbyterian Churdi? 
is now ~he Bible Presbyterian denomina-
tion - aU that did no't go into the Evan-
gelical Presbyterian Church, 

6 tiolU\1 Council of Ol1X'1::hea.' , 
6 "Bible ' P~esbyterian" bas come to stand 

for the lIpirit of faith ' and uncompromis­
ing witness to tbe Word of God. 

Ew"gelicai Presbyt#ria" Church calls 
to mind ,other matten. '''E~'' in 

10 the name has had DO parti<rular signifi!:anoe 
in the twentieth century struggle in ' the . 
United States. The conJIict :was between 

14 ' the modernis~ and the "fundamentalists," 

9 

11 

The name "eVangeIkai" has ' heen ,as­
sociated, since 1943, with the National 

16 Association of EVClIl~cals. This!WllS 
adopted to be expre5S1ve of a more ~-

( C onti1lued 0tI paz' 2) 
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An Appeal ... 
(Continued from page 1) 

longer two Synods operating under the 
constitution of the Bible Presbyterian 
Churt:h - only one Synod remains to 
serve the whole rouroh. 

To us have come letters and calls indi­
cating that there is unrest and dissatis­
faction in the new Evangelical.Presbyte­
rian Churt:h. Local people in the churches 
did not realize what was happening. and 
do not even yet understand' the full im­
pact of the change. Many do not yet know 

· they have ceased to he a Bible Presbyte­
rian Church and are without their consent 
an · Evangelical Presbyterian Churchl 

The Evangelical P.rosbyterian Church, 
with its Synod""COntrolled agencies, so far 
as its organization is concerned is a minia­
ture of the United P.resbyterian GlUrch. 
The very tightly controlled system which 
the Bible Presbyterians threw off when 
tile church was established has now been 
re-established. But the Bible Presbyterian 

• Churt:h continues, in the goodness and 
grace of God. It has been preserved. Let 
it be said that, had it been a ,synod­
controlled church from the begiMing, with 
the caucuses and scheming that went on 
to control the Synod, virtually nothing 
would have lx:en preserved, but maybe a 
few remnants here and there. (Now the 
Evangelical Presbytepan Church is aU set 
to take everytlli", into any church union 
decided upbnl) But all the agencies and 
their activities would have been under lite 
control of the machine which developed 
in the Bible P.resbyterian Church and 
sought to use the power of Synod and the 
judicial commission t'o force churches to 
do their will. Yet, because of the freedom 
oi the churches, which the churches at­
tacked refused to give up, and because of 
the protections of the constitution and the 
in.dependence of the various agencies, . the 
Clhurt:h has been saved in its original posi­
tion and its historic stand. Today there 
are arO\~ 100 ministers in the church. 

For this, of course, there is thanksgiving 
to Almighty God. Indeed, the opportuni­
ties that have now oome to us in the Bible 

· Preslbyterian Church are beyond an)'l.hing 
that has ever been anticipated. The doors 
are open evelj"lWhere. The need is for 
many more pastors, ministel'S. People in 
various sections of the country listening 
to the 20th Century Reformation Hour 

· broadcast (now on 208 stations) are writ­
ing eootinually asking for help, informa-. 
tion, and the request for Bible P resbyte­
rian Churches is coming with incrensing 
number. We love the Bible Presbyterian 
name and churoh. . 

~ .. " 
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THE NAMES 
(Continued from pag. 1) 

erate, softer position, as opposed to the 
vigorous stand of the American Council 
of Christian Oturches in contending for 
the faith. 

"Evangelical" has been associated in re­
cent years with what is called "The New 
Evangelicalism," of which Dr. Harold 
John Ockenga is the father. This apin 
connotes a serious compromise 'With .doc­
trine and involves a departure from the 
,historic position of the fundamentalists in , 
their battle with the modernists. 

" Eva1lgelical" Presbyterian Churoh has 
no history. It has no background. It is 
noUdentilied in any way with the strug­
gle against the apostasy of the United 
Presbyterian Church, or the Presbyterian 
Church in the U.SA. "Evangelical p.res­
byterian" is a weak name. 

To place the word "!=vangelical" along­
side of "Bible," to compare or contorast the 
two, shows unmistakably the strengl'h and 
t he testimony of the name. "Bible." 

church as never oorore. The Aa:x:. and 
the IGOC are growin, - the lace now 
with 72 denominations I 

. THE. MISSION BOAllD 

On the other hand, there is, of course;, 
great sorl"OlW that brethren have changed 
and turned away. They have injured a 
great cause and taken With them a portion 
of a great, free church. They no longer 
support the CouooiIs which are being used 
so greatly of the Lord. Tmy have actually 
ehpged, nr-my of them, in a direct cam­
pailrD attackin, personalities and seeking 
to discredit individuals. It is not a very 
good testimony to see a Presbyterian mis­
sion .board under the control of the Synod 
build itself up by tearing down the work 

. and activities of another Presbyterianl1lis­
sion board. The Independellt n')ard for 
P .. eSbyterian Foreign Missions has had 
the most glorious history and testimony of 
any missionary agency of the Twentieth 
Century Reformation, and yet the Evan­
gelical P resbyt:erian Church's foreign 
board, under the leadership of .William 
Mahlow, has b_uilt itself up by att empting 
to dismantle the Inde:pendent Board. U t he 
Independent Board were modernist, "here 
could be some 'justification, but it is a 
sound, true, Presbyterian missionary 
agency, and none can deny it I 

In Peru, the missionaries un,ler World 
Presbyterian Missions, the Synod-con­
trolled agenC)', actually took possession of 

. the property (title was in the name of The 
The very thing that the men in the 'Independent Board for Pre9byterian For­

Columbus Synod oojected to - the strong eign ~issions) and the work of the I!1-
militant stand - is that which God is dependent Board. In Japan, mission­
usWtg now to bless and streng'llhen the aries supporting t!he. Columbus Synod, 

October 19, .1961 

What is so distressing a.bout all of the 
difficulty .is that men became so offended 
,with the militant, uncompromising stand 
of the American Council of ClJristian 
Churches, the International Council of 
Christian Oturohes, and Bible ,Presbyte­
rian leadership, that they .were willing to 
give up the word "Bible" and substitute 
for it the word "evangt;lical." Yet it was 
the Bible which caUed for the militant, 
faithful stand. 

In these last days, these great days of 
apos,tasy, witli such confusion witoh the 
new Bible, the Revised Standard Version, 
with the NEB, the New English Bible, 
and the controversy centering around the 
perversions whicb have been introduced 
by the liberals into the translations, the 
emphasis 0.£ the Bible PreOOyterian Church 
upon the Word of God gives to the Bible 
Presbyterian GlUrch a position of dis­
tinction, of signal recognition, and of 
honor among the people of God. 

Mayall Bible Presbyterians retain the 
name and remain w.ith thiBible Presbyte­
rian movement. 

some of whom are now under WPM, ac­
tually diverted (In plain \anguag~s'tole) 
the property of The Independent Board 
for Presbyterian Foreign Missions. This 
whole story is told in tIlis issue with 
careful documentatit>n by the general sec­
retary of the Ind~ndent Board for Pres-
byterian Foreign Missions. . 

HARVEY €EDAIIS 

The spectacle of seeing Harvey Cedars 
Bible Presbyterian Conference, Inc., com­
.pletely diverted from the Bible Presbyte­
rian movement is one that ought to shock 
every true and honorable Ou';stian. - The 
director of,the Conference, the Rev Albert 
Oldham, admitted before the Gene.ral 
Synod of the Bible PreSbyterian Church 
(Collingswood Synod) .that he had said 
Ihat if any group were to have the Con­
ference the BPC-COllingsIWood Synod ' 
was entitled to it. But he and others on ' 
the Board were a party to amending tl\e 
charIer and diverting it from its original 
Bible P resbyterian trust and pUl\X>se. 
This, however, has now been challenged, 
and attorneys have been secured t1:> prose­
cute the matter, if necessary, to the end. 
To divert property \vihich has been ded­
icated to the Bible Presbyterian denomi­
nation (as the chartcr of Harvey Cedars 
Billie Presbyterian ,Conference, Inc., so 
d carly commits it) is a clear violation of 
trust and of the holy commandments of 
'our God. . 

It has indeed been a. grl.2t grief to see 
men with whom we have had precious 
Ohristian fellowship and whl:lm we love 
in the Lord turn aside to a softer and 
weaker stand in lregard to the awful apes-

, " 
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tasy of the day and 'to be used against us 
.by the enemies of the GGspel. 

CHANGE OF POSITION 

The Synod in Tacoma which changed 
the name to Evangelical Presbytericn 
bhurch actually had as one of its speok­
eTS, as annoW1Ced in the press, the pres­
ident of the Natronal Assodation of Evan­
gelicals of the Pacific Nor'thwest. NAE 
is comproniise. It takes the middle of 
the l'oad I Leaders of the World Council 

. of Qurches cOmmend ' it: Some of 
the pastors of EPIC have now gone 
00clc into the ministerial associa­
tions which· include ministers who are 
members of the Nat ion a I Council 
of Chulches. Co-orerative programs 
are being undertaken' in different 
places with churohes willicll arc 1n the 

. apostasy. The whole stand is being com­
promised and let down. fhere is not the 
clear, strong opposition to ecumenical 
evangelism that the Bible Presbyterian 
Church has always . maintained, and 
which the Collingswood Synod 1· ... 5 con­
sistently maintained throughout these 
days as we have seen the ecomenical 
movement drive in its tremendous power 
to build the one-world ohurch. 

Now the EwngelU;1 Presbyterian 
Church has become just another Presby­
terian Chu rch. There. is nothing in the 
individual names of the local ohurches to 
distinguish them, in many mstances, from 
the regul:lr Southern or Northern Pres­
byterian Ch·,Jrcnes. 

The name "Bible Presbyterian" which 
has customarily been used in the tit1~s of 
all our churches has given us a singular 
position, and ,because of this Satan has 
been vir>rous and furious in his attack 
upon thiS movement. The sad part is that 
men have }oie1ded to tbese a'ttaclai, think- ' 
ing that by shifting gr.lund they would 
gain advantage. 

Now it is clear to us tnat th'ose who have 
stood fi= and h;Lve ~ought to maintain 
.... c JJible Presbyterian teStimony OOnsis­
tetttly and gloriously are being graciously 
cared for, and ' this indeed is being , com­
mended to the consciences of men in our 
Church and Synod. Many can see more 
clearly nOly which group was truly r.i~hl. 
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has alw~ys been "Bible Presbyterian 
Church." 'r he Columbus Synod began 
to call itself " I3ible Presbyterian Church, 
Incorporated." Actually, the Synod had 
itself incorporated as a Syn"od, which is 
proVided for, but that did not incorporate 
the Church. The preSbyteries also may be 
incol1pOratcd, and local churches may be 
incorporated, but, for the churches to call 
.hemselves "Bible Presbyterian OlUrch, 
Incorporated." the constitution should 
have been amended, so that such a name 
could be properly used; but it was not. 
Now we read that they are calling them­
selves T~vangelical Presbyterian ChurOO, 
Incorporated, but this incorporation has 
not been ad<led to the name, and t41e name 
of the church is co,l:ained in the constitu­
tion of the church. A Synod may set it­
self up a corvoratron to hold property, in 
a very limited sense with which a Synod 
can hold prope.rty. 

~ot only. was the constitution violated 
in tlhis addition to the name, but there are 
certain unamendable provisions of the 
Form ,of Government of the Bible Pres­
byterian Church. Chapter 20, Sections 
4 and 5, are "unamendable and irrt:vo­
cable." Yet Section 4 lias in it tne clause, 
"wit·hout any ri~hts of reversion to the 
Bible Preroytenan Church, its presby­
teries, synods, or .any other courts herein­
after created, its trustees or other officers." 
Now that tfIe Evangelical Presobyterian 
,Church :1as come in'to e,x~~nce, this par­
agraph which cannot possibly be amended 
has apparen~ly been nullified. There is 
no question . of reversion to tne Bible 
Presbyter.ian OlUrch any more, so far as 
the EPC is concerned. It"wol1ld have 'to 
be reversion to the Evangelical Presbyte­
rian Church. But in order to introdu~ 
such a question IQto the ClOn1Stitution, an­
otn~ sectilln would have to be added 
which in itself could !'lOt be amended or 
reovoked. In Section 4, the name B4ble 
Presbyterian Church ' is "unamendable 
and irrevOCllible." 

I feel !!hat some of this information 
must be given to the Bible Presbyterians .. 
Our denomination, our Synod, our pres­
byteries, our local churches - our great 
movement is going on I We have a his­
tory, a heritage, a slruggle and we are ill 
the midst of the terrifIC battle in which 
God 'has placed us. The introduction of' a new . doctrinal 

declaratory statement into the constitu-
tion of the EPIC leaves .... e Church really COUNCILS REPUDIATED 
at sea on the d~rine of the l?r~illennial In July, I flew down to Lima, Peru: to 
return ~ Clmst. ~ch maniSter, ~ch . take part in a meeting 01 the Latin Arner­
church, IS free to belaeve almost anytillng iron Alliance of O1ristiarf Churches. This 

·he v:-an'ts t.o about the Lor~'s coming_ A sJlecial memng of the directorate had 
special arttcle has been wrattten to analyze been cailed to challenge the Second 
this whole development. Latin American Evangelical Conference 

COtolSTITUTION VIOLATED whim was organized to promot~ the ecu­
menical movement and the World COuncil 
of Oturches in South Anierica. World 
Council leaders were there. The. finances 
back of the conference came from mission 

There are two other features In dte 
conflict which need to be presented. The 
~" of 141.,-. Bible Pre9byterian Churc;h 

-- - .,,--._---

Page 3 

agencies connected with the National 
Council of Ohurches here in the United 
States through the Committee on Coopera­
tion in utin America, whioo is a part of 
the N~tional Council of the Churches of 
Christ in the. U.S.A. The issues were 
joine.1. Now The Christian Century :ld­
mits that the World Couocil failed, be­
cause of us, to organize a continent-tw:ide 
council I A tremendous impact has been 
left in Latin America as a result of the 
Latin American Alliance of Christian 
ChurChes. But, do you know, my friends, 
two of the missionaries of World Pres­
byterian Missions came to our meeting; 
they arose and said that they wanted to 
make it very plain that neither they nor 
their mission board were a part of our 
meeting or our activity I Their Board re­
fused any kind of co-operation. We 
were told they did not approve of the 
"ane'tohod." This was the old nne of the 
fundameritalists who stayed in ·the Pres­
byte~ian Church in the U.S.A. They aJ­
wa;:s agreed in principle but not in 
method, and so stood again:;t us I Our 
meetings were open and they were there 
simply as visitors and to observe. But 
they also went and were admitted to the 
conference of the World Council's group I 

We have also the sad spectacl~ in Ko­
rea~where God has used lite Interna­
tional CO!.lncil of Ojristian Clturches in 
such a glorious way in helping the great 

. Korean Church to leave tl!e World Coun­
cil of Churches-of finding missionaries 
of WPM actually owosing the Interna­
tional Council of Chl'listia'1I Churches. In 
our world-wi4e struggle, the missionaries 
nf the EVaJ\1i:elical Presbyterian Clturch, 
as they are cal\ed~ey are wMer the 
Board of that denominatiOll--ilre beine 
used to oppOse the work of the ICDC. 

. So . far as the issues of bUilding the one­
world churm are concerned and the ecu­
menical jlpostasy, when tfIey are joined 
in given conflict by the International 
Council of Christian Churches, these mls­
sionari~s for the sake of the Gospel ou&f¢ 
to join and be a part ol that testimony . . 
But. no I Yes, there is a difference. They 
have taken the "softer approach." There 
is evasion. There is alS\:) double talk 11bey 
have moved more irito the middle-of~e­
road po,itio~ and this is apparent now. 

APPEAL 

It is our appeal to al\ Bible Presbyte­
rians who ltave sacrifit;ed' and suffered 
and are bearing the r~road1es of tbe 
separatist movement that we otand to" 
ge'tner and remain together in the Bible 
Presbyterian Church. We need each 
other. The issues are now plain. The 
Bible Presbyterian Church will go on its 
historic way. . 

The Ewngelical Pnisbyte~ Ch~rch 
has now prepared the wiy, witl1 the 
c~es which the! bave. ~dc: ~n~ !b~ 

., 
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resblutions ifurt the; hllve a.dopte~, mod­
'fying . the -stand of the QlUrdh on the 
"sepw;1ted life," for a , uuion With'. tbe 
O rthodo" Presbyterian Orurch and also 
the Reforme~LPresbytedan Churdb. But 
th~ Orthodox' Presbyterian Chltrch is ne-' 
g,,1 iating also fo~ a. union ""ith the qhris­
tian Reformed ChurtJh, and the shifts and 
changes whioh are fully apparent are de- . 
sigred to the end that ultimately they 
may all be gathered up in some larger ' 
united ~hurch, wi~l a different history, a 
different tradition, ·aOO, of Course, a dif­
ferent- stand on bile great separatist issues 
of the hour. Satan has fought tbe Bible 
Presbyterian ·Church. because of its stand 
and militant warfare for Olrlst. 
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the year that a hybrid mixture of C0n­
gregationalism and Presbyterianism was ' 
effected. In fact, our present ideologicol 
division became apparent only after men 
began to recognize the hybrid structure of 
nle Bible Presbyterian Oluroh." 

, Dr. Rayibum even went so far as to 
question Chapter 1, paragraph 9 'of fue 
Fonn of Govenunent, page 129 of the 
constitution, which reads: "All powers 
not in this ' Constit-ution ' specifically 
gi-anted to the 'courts of the Church are 
reserved to the oongregations respec­
tively, or t6 the people." He proceeded 
to argue that this type of churoh govem­
mem was not Presbyterian, but was es-

' sentially BaptistiC. · . ' . 
When God called us out, He said, ' 

"Come 'out frQm among them and be ye What the Bible Presbyterian Church 

October 19, 1961 

!:he apostasy. That this is what they in­
tended · was clear from the reg;nning. 
They' have ficNI been successful in tak·ing 
'a portion of the C hurch. Instead of leaving 
the denominat ion and starting one which 
would be in accordance with their new 
ideas, they were successful in taking a size­
able portion of the mole Presbyterian 
Ch)u ~h . and changing it into another de­
nominati(Jn. 

The famous Soltau-Rayburn letters re­
veal the adive underground and the con­
spiracy itself. These were letters wbich 
Dr. Rayburn, as president of Highland 
College, eX'Changed with George Soltau, 
assistant pastor in the Bible Presbyterian . 
Church of Collingswood, and in God's 
providC11ce were left at Highland College. 
Soltau revealed that he was a spy ami a 
spokesman for this group, undermining 
Dr. Mcintire and the Bible Presbyterian 
Church of Collingswood. In ms confiden­
tial reports bo Rayburn of the Session's 
meetings and other gatherings he ad­
mitted that he was having great . difficulty 
in not being detected. "At times I feel as 
if I were waiking across Niagara Falls on 
a tight rope," he wrote. 

separate, azd toum not ·the unclean did when it was ' formed was to return to 
thing." The Evangeli\::al Presbyterians . dle original concept Of Prerhyterian re­
are deeply · involved il) the ' realm of sponsibility before the tong evolutionary 
"rouching" tbt; "unclean thing." TIme process developed 'which ended in the 
and time !!Pin the leaders of the NCC 'hierarchy of the General "Assembly di­
and W(x. have used the attock of the recting with unre'S'trained power the 
ColUmbus .. Synod leaders upon the Col- ' whole church I Th~ ?ible Presbyterians 
lingswood Synod's I battle against the . went -back Ix> .the ongtOOl de~el~ent. of 
apostasy to discredit the Collingswood the Presbyterian movemen~ In billS coun­
Synod .leadershlp. Never has' it been the · . try, !he re5J?Onsibility of the local chur.ches 
other way around I OWIung thetr own pr9PCrty, and the agen- When tbese issu~s came to a head jn 

. • .. . cies actually being independent of t~e 'the New :Jersey Pre9bytety, those aligned 
, , A!I ~ .ar~ truly Btble P.re!bytenan ~l Assembly. ' What the Presbyte- with Dr. Rayburn were . in tile minority. 

we mvite ~ call .to sta,nd. wtth us, .and r'ians forget is that for 100 years they They walked out; set up their own .pres­
to . work ,wtth us III bwldlng ~he' Bible . supported the New Engliuxl Congrega- bytery, claiming to .be the true Presbytery, 
Pr:esbyt~n Church, for, ~ 6 . gbry I tioml Board for their misstonary activi- and proceeded to enroll Dr. McIntIre .in 
The conststent, forthTl1/:bt position of the tics and had none of their own:under the' their Presbytel:Y without his 1mo:ovledge 

, Bible . Pre!lb~erian Church God. is 'usl~ Ge~eral Assembly's power, Power at the or his consent, and then they proceeded 
now m a Sill gular W<lY ~ a wlmess In bop and centratizat!ion brought disaster I to disCipline him by removing him from 
these latter &oys. . the Presbytery. They gave the story to the 

What our peoj>Ie need to reIalize is that Raylbum's article even went so far as bo public newspapers, aM the lQCal ca~n 
wflat has now happened was all out~ined claim that The Independent Board for Courier carried a three-<XIlumn, frorrt­
in the beginning in the document called Presbyterian 'Foreign Missions was Con- page headline, "Mcintire Dropped From 
"The Idcologi\::al Division Within Our gregational, the same cilarge'maile against Bible Churdl." This rwnp Presbytery 
Cburdl," prepared in the summer of 1955 the Bpard by the General Assembly of the' also proceeded to' enroll -the 'COllines­
-by Dr. RObert Raybur:n. There was a Presbyterian Owrob in the U,s.A. when ,Wood Orurdl wi1hout its' knowledge or 
-definrte effort to change the Bible p.res- ' the attack was made uJl'Cl'l Dr. Machen in cOnSent ' and duly nptmed the Collings- ' 
by.terian QlUrch and make out of it a dif- 1934. Rayburn wrote, "We are objecting wood Church " The furor wliich this 
·ferent kind of denomination. Attempts . to the . attempt ,to picture ind~ently ' created :was ~ great that tile . matter was 
to amend the constitution, to bring about controlled agencies. as Presby~enan rather quietly 'droWed: They did not attempt to 
a Slight shift in the beginning were de- than as Congregahoml," put the Collingswood (]lUrch out of the 
feated: .A group beaded by three indi- Unable to attain these desires by per~ B!b1e ' PreSb[lerian denomination ~s they 
viduals, nothing less than what is called veTting the entire Oturch, the conspiracy tri~ to ?O Its pastor, Dr. McIntire and 
an organized, planned program or con- developed within ·the OlUroh. It was led . the Collmgswood Outroh ~ere all ~em­
spiracy, developed. In 'the document, by Robert Rayburn, Francis Schaeffer, ~rs of the P~!d>y'tery .wllloo continued 
"TIle I~eoIogicaI DiV'i~" Dr: Rayburn Tom Cross, George Soltau, who was an mtact. "For this scandalous conduct and 
wrote: "We contend t·hat the present accomplice' of theirs as assistant pastor in offense, lID word of regret or apology has 
lfivision within our Oturch is ideological the Collingswood Church under Dr. Carl even been offered. , \V?at actually took 
in nat-ure, and bIlerefore beyond reC'<m- MCIntire. This group came within two place ~ been :m ort;aruzed, concen~rated 
ciliation." He insisted that it "cannot be ot f t' Th I d nd B d campaIgn Ix> discredit the leaders m the 
'hannonized." And he declared, "This v eso cap u!'ng e. n ~ . ent oar Bible Presbyterian Church and then to 
means that the Bible P.resby'terian Church for PresbyterIan FOreign MlsSlOns. take as much of the Bible Presbyterian 
must decide whether to continue it-s out- Now, it is Clear. They have been suc- movement - the denominatJiion, the inde­
ward orv;anizatio~ fonn, within " which cessful in taking a portk,n of the Bible pendent agencies, the mission fields -
this irreconcilable diwsion is certainly to PreSbyterian Olun:h and making out as possible over imo the new concept of 
be perpet-uated, or to go their· separate of it the E van gel i c a I Presbyterian what Dr. Rayburn and his associates 
ways." . Church w'ith its Syood-<XIntrolled agen- wanted to make out of d;le Bible Pre!lby-

Those woo were following his le341er- cies with no connection ' with . the" terian denomination, and were unsuceess­
abip took issue wit~ tile v"ry ~ture of broader Thventieth Century Refonnation ful in doing by way of proper amendment 
the Bible Presbytenan Ohurclt. He d~ movemMt through the AI:XX:. and ICCC, within the Olurell. All of this is now clear 
c1ared, "However, ! 1938 may have been and with its softer app~ dealing with as never before to God'. people, 
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.Whcn men did no'l: agree w:ith the THE CHANGE 'OF DOCTRINE 
~Ible ~reS!>ylterian ~l,!rch' or like the way ' , ' 
In whIch its oonstltu~on was organized, The 1960 Columbus 5~od, aft~r It had this' stateiitertt and ,~ the door for all 
they should have qUIetly stopiped aside ' ~dopte~ I.he ~roposed ~ootn~a! basIS o,f un- these otI}er, views ~ich ,are not taught in 
an~ starte~ anot~er church according to IOn, e.hmmatlng 'Prelml1~nntahsm entuely, the ' Wo~d of GOd. This is double talk 
theIr own Ideas, mstead of trying to take agreemg to a neutral concept, proceeded and this ' contradiction 'is I)'I3de an amend~', 
a chutch, or as mud! as possible of that to adopt what it, called "a declaratory ment to the Constituti9n. 'In reality each . 
ch~rch, wOJicl] they did, and make some- sta~ement of the Confession of Faith," i~dividu,,:1 m.ay hold' "any eschatok>gical 

, thmg different out of it. ThIS became an amendment to the con- VIew }Vhlch mcludes the vimle and per-
Toot wliioh misled so many people stitution, The DecI~~tio~ itU!icated, "We sona! return of our Lord.~' So th~ Church 

was the very pious and h)'1pCrspiritual decla:e that subsonptton to the system of and its doctdne of the Lordls return is 
emphasis used as a covcr that attended all doctnne ~f our church upon the part of all changed I 
of ~his actJivity. Under cover of being ' presby;tenes shall !be understood as leaving 
"more spiritual" very unsviritual things them and our churches and members f,r~e 
were done, Whcn the missionaries rook t~ hold ,and to teach any eschatologtcal 
possession of TI,C IndC'pcndcnl Board's VICW whIch jncludes the visible and per­
prope~! in Peru, "the Lord led" them, sonal,retur!' ~f our ~rd ,to, earth, . , ," 
they saId, When Addison Soltau was rc:- Prcf!1ll1en .. tahsm, amlllennlaHsm, postmil­
moved as a missionary he went back ro lenmahsm, no reference ~o.the millenruum 
the property of the Mission Board in W~la.ts~ver, Moreover, .It may be a pre­
Japan and took up his abode Trus too tnbulahon rapture, a mid-tribulation rap­
was the ",guidance of. the Lord.~' Mi;s1on~ ture, a post-trihulation ml?ture - "any' 
aries who took solemn vows to the charter eschatological view" which is not other­
of :rhc Independent :&><lrd were " led of w~se inconsistent wi~h the system of doc­
t~e Lord" to violate those vows in rela- tnne.. To find out, ' therefore, what me 
bonship to the Board's work and pOsscss- teachmg of the Church may be on thes~ 
ions, . Much that the Evangelical Pr,cs- matte:s, it ,would ~ nec~s~r to find out 
bytenan Church now has in missionary the VIews of a gwen mdlVldual pa,stor 
activity it was "led of the Lord" to take and a local ch~rch, ' 'J!t~s it may vary 
away from ~1he Independent Board, ~rom congregation ,to rrunlster, from min­
Under cover of sweet cXpressions of love Ister to congregation, There is and will 
they conducted a gamc of gmbibing aU be ~o ullity ?f teaching con~emi'w this 
they could {rom the Bible Presbyterian glonous dactnne of the premlllenmal re­
Church that it mi~t be, their OWil1 Evan- turn of Christ. 
gelical Presbyterian Church" What makes this whole declaration so' 

All !'his was simply carrying out 'Dr. misleawng is ~hat it is introduced by a ' 
Rayburn's original pattern as outlined ill stateipent," Although our standards in­
,"The Ideological Division Within Our c1ude the premillenniaJ view of that blessed 
Church," , hope, the ~eoond coming of our Lord 
, When, w~ think ?f the noble and glo- Jesus Christ, and we hold mis view to be 

n?us pnnClple's whiclt .gave birth to the taught in God's Word; nevertheless. , ," 
,Blble Presbyterian Church and compare But the "nevertheless" section contradicts 
them with the reaso" for whid! the Evan­
gelical Presbyterian Church was formed 
at the price of disrupting the Bible Pres­
byterian Church, we recognize that' there 
is no similarity. 

tIn tile meantime, those of us who are 
determined to preserve the Bible 'Presby­
terian Church as founded have sought to 
give the poople lite facts, but we have 
continued to go ahead With the great 
struggle and the great movement, The 
battle of the day God gave to the Bible 
Presbyterians, and it is still, by the favor 
of God. in their hands. 

, It is most significant that it has been 
since the attacks of the \eaders of the 
Evangeliml PreSbytel'ian Olurch that 
God has opened ~he door for the ex­
panding radio minfstry of the 20th Cen­
tury Reformation Hour, 5iJ1lCe these at­
tacks began, this broadcast has reached 
out until it is now being heard in many 
sections of the nation on at least 208 
radio stations, This is a gilt of God, It is 
God's doing I Some day, some day. we 
pray, the brethren who launched the attack 
and were able to take a section of the 

Church into their different idea of a Pres­
byteria? Olurch - some day, we pray 
they WIll reoognize lite great wrong dQne 
to the cause of our Lord. May God iTant 
them such grace I , 

. M'Oreo~er, the Bible Presbyterians con­
tinue steadfast. They are the ~ Weal 
point of attack from the modernists, the 
NAE, the new ,evangelicals, and many 
oliters who a·re not willing ro take the 
consistent Biblical stand requi~ by the 
doctrine of the, pur,ity of the Uospel and ' 
the purity of the church. . 

" 

We close with an appeal to 'all Bible 
Presb)'terians to join with us in oontinuing 
in advaooing mis blessed testimony until 
'tiJe Lord oomes. , . 

The Bihle Presbyterian Church is free. 
It is a church of our blessed Lon;f, and it 
bas suffered from the "modernists" and 
the "evangelicals," It will by God's grace , 
conlinue to be a blessed standard for the ' 
truth and against the great apostasy of ' 
Cl)ristendom. May God &mnt itl 

-It is most signi£.cant that thjs declam-
, tory sta,tement was adopted aft~r they had 
already gone on recorsl jn favor of a 
"neutra1ist ' position" on' the doctrinal 
basis of the proposed union. 

Thus there is more double talk ~tra­
diction, inconsistency; and one ~onders 
just where the Word of God c.'Omes in in 
this particular question. 

More than that, the blessed Bihle Pres­
byterian Church. as originally org;lnized 
gives ~ clear and strai~tforward, consist­
ent , witness on trus matter- of the second 
coming of Christ. Now we have seen a 
section of the origioaJ diverted t o an 
Eyangelical Pre!A>yterianChw'ch wruch is 
in the position of not knawjng what it 
.does, believe in these matters or what its 
various pastors and churches ',will teadr in 
these matters. ' • 

The doctrine 'bas" been ohan&ed. Do 
the people in the Bible Presbyterian 
Church wOO \eve the glorious' appearing 
of our great God and Saviour Jesus Christ ' 
and that , Blesaed Hope of tb~ imminency 
of the Rapture understand that this is 
what has happened to the testimony of 
their Church? We are thankful to God 
that what is !mown as the Collingswood 
Synod and which continues in deed and 
in . truth the Bible Presbyterian Church 
baS made no c:bo.nges -whatsoever and 
stands as the Church _ has akvays stood 
from its fi:st day holding up these 
blessed doctrines of the Holy Scriptures. 

THERE f s th~Mw no condem­
nation to them which are In Chrllt 

J elUI, who walk not after the aeob, bnt 
after the Spirit. 

_ For'Ute law of the Spirit of life in ' 
Christ Jelus hath made me free from 
the law of ,in and death. 

, For what the Ja .. could not do in 
that it wa. weak throulh the aeob, God 
I~ndln, hil own Son in tho likenell of 
Imful auh, and for lin, condemned lin 
in the aeob: 
_ . That the ri,hteouane.. of the la .. 

mliht be fullllled in UI, who walk Dot 
after the a.lh, but after the Spirit. 

For they that are after the aeob do ' 
mind the thin" of the aeob' but the, 
that a~e, after the Spirit, the'thini" of 
the SPITlt. 
, For to be camall, mlnd~d ;s death· 
but to be spiritually minded ;s life and 
peace, ' 
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"NEUTRAL" 
There can be no doubt :.vhatsoever as 

to how the Columbus Synod leaders feel 
concerning the premillennial return of 
Oirist. lin the \Ilinutel of their 1960 
Synod the doctrinal 'basis for a union with 
the Rdormed Presbyterian Church was 
actually adopted. Aocordin" to this basis, 
all references to the premillennial return of 
Christ in the Confession of Faith and as 
ado,Pted by the Bible Presbvterian Church, 
have berJl completely eliminated. 

The actual recommendation which was 
adopted reads: "Further, that the doctri­
nal basis· of union be the Confession of 
Faith in an early American Form, the 
Shorter Catechism in its .ori"inal form and 
the Larger Catechism with the following 
chan"es to make them clearly neutral as 
to millennialism." 

Thus, the Confession of Faith, as 
adopted by the Bible Presbyterian Church 
and the Larger Catechism, as adopted by 
the Bible P.resbyterian Church, have been ' 
abandoned. The Synod itself approved all 
this I . 

It is not a ' question 'of the Catechism:s 
confessin" what the Bible teadles'; it is a 
question of adopting a Catechism '",hich 
will \ie. "neutral" on this matter. But the 
Bible is not ne!ltral ; neither are the doctri-

' nal standards of the B.ible Presbyterian 
Ohurch. Here is a wl!almess in confessing 
Christ which is not a ' part of the Bible 
Pr.esbyterian 'doctrlna1 statement. 

Changes were made in Questions 86, 
87, 88', 89, and 90 iu the early American 
Form of the Larger Catechism so as to 
make sure that they would be neutral. 

Question 88, as it appears in dle Bible 
Presbyter~an constitution, as adopted at 
the formation of' the Bible Presbytez:ian 
Church, . reada as follow.: 

"Q. 88. What shall immediately follow 
after the resurrection 1" 

"A. Immediately . after the second res­
urrection shall ,follow the final judgment 
of men and angels, tohe destl'uction of the 
earth by fire, and the ushering in of the 
new heaven and new earth wherein dwell­
eth ri"hteousness." . 

But this .arne Section, as ohan"ed by 
the Columbus Synod so that it would be 
fully neutral, reads as follows: 

"Q. 88. What shal\ ,follow after the 
reiurrectio!1?" .(Tbe word "immediately" 
is removed.) 

"A. After the resurrection of the just 
and unjust shall follow t>i1e fina1 judKIDetlt 

" of. men and angels. That al\ may watch 
&od pray and be ever ready for the com­

. in, of the Lord, the day and hour thereof 
1)0 man 1rnoweth." . . . • 
1·,. 
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To AnSwer You;, Questions c:>n Japan 
BY J. PHIlLIP CLARK 

It has become widely known that The 
Independent Board for Presbyterian 
Foreign Missions no longer has a min- . 
istry in Tokyo, Japan, a ministry begun 
in 1949, and that it has been deprive-i 
of its Tokyo properties. Since many, 
who have through the years contrib· 
uted to our work in Japan and who have 
aided us in obtaining properties in the 
Tokyo area, have .asked searclling ques­
tions as to why we are no longer min­
istering in Tokyo and as to why we 
have seemingly lost the properties they 
helped us obtain, it is time that we give 
a complete answer, though we sincerely 
regret the n~essity of making such a 
statement 

THE CHARTER 

We must first understand that The 
iIndependent Board has, since October 
17, 1933, opemted under a' cl,artcr. 
rrhat charter gave ' the .corporation · 
power ".to establish, maintain, support, 
and otherwise encourage such scllOQls 
in foreign countries as may be neces­
sary 'or essential to effect the p'urpose or 
purposes for which the organization is 
organized." The charter also sripu­
tated that "any property, real or per­
sonal, whicll may at any time be be­
queathed, devised, conveyed or tmns­
ferred to and . accet>ted by the corpora­
tion shan be received, held and used by 
it in fj1rtherance of the purposes ex­
pressed in Article 3 ' of these . Articles 
and not otherwise, and/or in accord" 
ance with such conditions and provi­
sions, not contrary thereto or to the con-

Thus, there is no second resurrection. 
. Destruction of the earth by fire is. elimi­

nated. The usherin" in of thl! new Heaven 
and the new earth · is also dropped out. 
These essential. parts of the eschatological 
teaclling of the Bible are eliminated from 
the Confession of the Church in its doc­
trinal standards. 

This is a ~rjous change. 

The. Bible Presbyterian Church when 
it was formed was made up of groups that 
delighted in the Blessed Hope ' which, to 
all of these cllur.ches, was the .imminent 
return of Christ in "the clouds of heaven -
the Rapture, when the dead in Christ 
would rise first 'and we which are alive 
and remain would be caught up to meet 
them In the clouds. Now the church would 
be neutral, neutral, neutral. And the . 
Columbus Synod is on record, officially, . 
as having approved all of this neutrality 
of faith when it comes to Christ's blessed 
return. 

• J 

stitution or la,w& of the Commonwealth 
of Pennsylvania, as may be 'imposed 
thereon by the terms of tlie gift or con~ 
veyance whereunder such bequest, de­
·vise, conveyance or transfer shall hate 
·been made." . 

Article 3 of the charter just referred 
to outlines the purposes of the Board as 
Ifollows: "The corporation is formed 
tor the purpose of establishing and con­
ducting truly Biblical -Missions among 
all nations, in Clear opposition to all 
forms of belief or practice whicll ' are 
contrary to the Bible or are indifferent 
to the necessity of 8CC-:ptance of the 
doctrine that the Bible contains. Being 
convinced that the L.onfessilln 'of Faith 
and CatechisulS ' of the Presbyterian 
Church in the U.s.A., in the form 
which tht;y possessed in 1933, contain 
the system of doctrine taught in the 
Bible, the Corporation is to encourage 
the work of all missionaries ,who shall 
t!'1lly believe and cordially love and 
therefore endeavor . to propagate and 
defend, in it ~ genuineness, simplicity 
and fullness, that system of reliKious be­
lief and practice whicll is now set forth 
in the Confession of Faith and Catc­
cllisms of the Presbyterian Churcll, ' 
U.S.A., and which is involved in the . 

. fundamental principles of Presbyterian 
church government; and thus to perpet­
uate and extend the infiuetlce of true 
evangelical piety and gospel order.", . 

In this way The Independent Board 
was given power to establish and main­
'tain a theological seminary in ToI.-yo, 
Japan; it was given the responsibility of . 
assuring that property obtained through 
the gifts of its donors should iSe main­
tained or disposed of a~ the will of the 
Board, which would also insure . that the 
:property would be used to· further the 
'Purposes for which the Board was es-
tablished. . 

Since the beginning of the Board, ' 
members and missionaries alike -have 
been required to sign or publicly make 
the fo\1owing statement: . " I hereby 
solemnly declare in the presence of God 
and of this Board- (I) that I believe 

·the Scriptures of the Old and New ' 
·Testaments to be the Word of God, the 
only infallible rule of faith and prac~ 
tice, (2) tltat 1 sincerely receive and 
adppt the Confession of Faith of the 
Presbyterian Church in the· U.S.A., in 
the form which it possessed in 1933, as 
c:ontaining the 'System of doctrine! 
taught in the Holy Scriptures, ' (3) that, 
approving the charter· of The Independ­
ent Board for Presbyterian Foreign 
'Missions, I will faithf!'1ly endeavor to 
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carry into effect the articles and pre­
visions of said charter and to promote 
the great designs of the Board." 

RES~ONSIBILITY OF MISSIONAIUES 

Our purpose in quoting all ' of the 
above is to make clear the moral re­
sponsibilities of missionaries appointed 
by this Board and assigned to seminary 
'Work in Japan, to hold properties, which 
:this' Board legally owns, for the Board 
and to ,use those properti~ for the 
Board's purposes. 

THE FREE PRESS Page 7 

leader and a graduate of Faith Theo- broke with Mr, Ha,sepwa, Dr. Hold­
logical Seminary. However, there croft, a recognized authority in the doc­
quickly arose the -question.. among trine of oIlhe indigenous church, ,gave a 
others, as to how the missionary homes ' statement ' to the Japan Mission whicll 
and buildings for seminary work built clearly gave his, and the Board's, view of 
,with Board funds should be held, The an ind~nous seminary: . 
~~ became a point of. is~ue, "One other thing ought to be impressed 
The Rev. Jolui M. 1.. Young, a, mISSl~n- · upon Roy Hasegawa. He makes a great , 
3;r transferred from QUr China MI~' point, with me, of asking whetber /We do, 
slon to Tokyo, wr~e Dr, Holdcroft. 111' or do not, desire to build up 'indigenous' 
Ocllober of 1950: If ~ur, Board ratsc:s r institutions and uses this argument to in­
the money for the bwldil,lg, what IS duce us to tum over all funds raised here 
mo~e reaso~ble than that It sh?,~ld be , to the Japanese, whether to himself or to 
registered m .2u~ nam~? FUJII anlt some committee I IU\l not sure. However, 

. Because of the Board's ~puience in Goto aro. both ~n the facul~ now ~~ a really indigenous work is sel/-supporli"U 
losing property in Peru it made the 'b?th felt ~t t~IS was the thmg to do. ? and to ask for American funds to be sent 

.. missionaries' obligation even more clear ~tnce, at, this hme, M:r. Hasegawa was ' over without any lItrings is not to build ' 
by a resolution passed on J:ebruary 23, tn Amenca, Mr. ' Young also wrote t9 sel£-s • ...wv,.rting seminary. 
1959, which resolution was made a part !Mr. Hasegawa as ' follows: "It [thel.. '"I'Y" 

of the Board Manual under which all dormitory,l is to be registered in the "Moreover, we have. rio church constit· 
our missionaries operate. The resolu- name of The I,ndependent Board and uency in Japan that is alble to support a 
tion is as follows: "Where The Inde- loaned to the seminary. If our Board seminary. The whole thing precludes an 
pendent Board for Presbyterian For- wants to give it to the seminary board. 'indigenous' seminary as 10llg as that con­
eign Missions maintains property in or to you person:ilTf," that is up to dition exists. Roy ought to realize this. 
the form of real estate and buildings in them and to you. But the only thing So there is no point in arguing that not 
some foreign counlrie's, it is necessary 'we feel that we have the right to do to turn over all f,unds that come through 
to establish holding organizations con- now is to register it that way, passing' the Board to the- seminary is to violate 
sisting of our missionaries, whose pur- , on the decision to the home Board." 'A , our own principles of building indigenous 
pose it is to ' hold these properties for, few months later , Mr; Young again institutio,ns .. 1£ tJ.!er.e ~s any ,yiolation ~f 
this Board. Often, in th~ eyes of these wrote Dr. Holdcroft , on this matter(:il hose pnnctoples It IS -In st:u'ttng a set,nl­
foreign governments, the holding or.. "From the 'beginning 'he [Hasega,,?a13' ary ,before we have a nativ~ supporttng 
ganizations are sufficient in themselves argued that our ownership of the new conshtuency,. Howe~er" while ~e. are 
and are not subject to the dictates of an dormitory, and even this house and the 'nrmly commltt~ t~ 1O~Il;tnous pnoclples 
American board of missions. , , one Fujii is living in, bought with Palm- we?O not beheve 10 r!gtd rules! .for t~e 

"In all such cases The Independent ' er's money are not rightfully The In- rule s sake; and I belt eve conditions 10 

Board for Presbyterian , Foreign Mis- dependent 'Board's, but should belong Japan. generally justify t,he e~tabli.shU:? of 
sions expects ' that the articles of the ~!l the ~inary boa~d I His ea;~onter'y a , seminary such as we have Ul mmd. , 
corporation shall have its approval and m these thin~~ I,w astoun?ed us,, ' That a' great aII)Ount of support was ' 
that all officers of' these holding organi- Though The' Independent Board had sent from America is not questioned. The , 

' zations abroad shall be completely sub- thought at 'the first that the Japan Semi- . property was purohased and buildings 
ject to the bome board and responsible nary should be a co-operalive venture , were built 'With funds passing throu~ the 

, to its ' direction. No action shall be between 'The [n<Jependent BOard ' and , trea~ui-y of The 'Independent Board and 
taken by any. one of these organizations Japanese nationals, and though a ,com- subject to its control. The seminary early 
without ~e prior agreement , of the mittee comprised' of Drs, Buswell, Ben- . came under ' the "sllpport of the ,Board 
Board or of its officers. All proposed net, and Hold~roff was formed to ' with regular monthly gifts, Some large 
members of these ' organizations shall be work out a seminary charter along these sums ,were contributed for ,this work 

, approv.ed by the Board before ~ey a:Te lines, it became evident to The Inde- through the Board by the organi~tioll of 
. elected to office. In the event any. mts~ pendent Board as ' early as ~at:)', Dr. George Palmer who, lbeoa,use of his' 

'~. '. sionary member of one of these holding lit~ as reponed by Dr" HoldCroft to' " personal friendship wil'it Philip ~oxwe!I, 
.. bodies shall cease to be' a missIonary of e apan Mission, "U!aLWC! ,must . P.."?:', made the needs known over his radiO 
f':', this Board, he shall immediately relln- ~ , with a plan for- the seminary broadcast, But m~ of the s~pport. came 

,,' ' quish 'his membership. '. ' . . ~olly;:}UIdot-:r'h:e::I~~!lMn.J::,J,tOilId ,from t~ose ~o more fully ~lteved tn the 
"Even though certain governments de auspices, holding it open, however, . for Board s mlhtan~ stand a.&a~nst ,a~st~sy 

1I0t recognize such instructions as these co-operation with others as that becomes and who 'Were In favor of Its dlstlnchve 
to be legally binding, this Board con- possible: if it is, not possible now." And testimony in the Otristian world, <?ne gift 

, 1;iders them ,~ be binding upon each 'again Dr. Holdcroft reported to the of $l,<XX,> ~e. to .the ~rd deSignated 
missionary serving under this Board." . Japan Mission in M~~ , ~t ~ for a vehicle whl~h WOUld. aid th~ work of 

" I executive COIIlItiittee of the BOard "felt Mr. Ralph Cunnmgham 10 India. When 
,,,:,) E_ULY DAYS IN JAPAN ~t the seminary had better .' !>! • .1I!l!i.. -the needs for t~e 'Japan seminary were 

The first meeting of the Japan Mls- c~ul only- lie un<iC'rflie control of, The "?ade known! this' donor ask~d that her A~ 
. d Indepe- lident- Board:--Wlien co-opera- gift be redeSignated to help 10 the COI)-

Sion of The Independent Boar w,a9 1" - -·th- Mt-u..-... ' f I d struction of one of the seminary buildings, beld on February 21 1949 The nus- Ion WI . '~"'5awa en Ire y cease .. ' 
f' , . . " and the presently existing seminary was Actually ~hls. was a hme when the strong 

',tonanes qU1c~ly , set themselv~s to the be'gun under a new -name, it wa3 begun appeal from J a'pan caused the Board some " 
task of ~stabhshtng a t!'eolOgtcal set:"- \~a Ian"!a to ' th chart embarrassment, , inary which would prOVide Japan With n er a p s!ml r , e ~r 
well-trained national Christian leader- nder which Faltlj. 'I?teo~ogtC:1' Seml- The Japan 'Mission of The 'Independent 
ship. They with this Board's guidance, ry operates'f aruecclllst\t!l,!!Q!!-indep~l:'- Board for Presbyterian Foreign Missions 
entered int~ an association with the ~t anp_fr~!Qm eSlastica con,ru. organized itself into a religious cervera­
Rev, Roy Hasegawa, a capable nationa~ Just before our missionaries in ].apan tion to hold l'ite property of The Inde-
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pendent Board in Japan, and it orew up remaining members of our Japan Mission. 
a constitution. This constitution was care- Mr. and Mrs. Philip Foxwell were in 
{ully reviewed by a Special conm,ittee of this country during the fall of 1959 aud 
Board members including Dr. James E. the spring of 1960. Tbe Foxwells resigned 
Dr nnet, one of the original members of from the Board in June, 1960, aftl<!...~ 
the Boord and long its legal counsel, after iug been mnted a full ' r f .furlou a 
'wl,jch it was approved by the Board and Boar ex >ense, an returned to a n e 
put into effect. All the property of The nex mon 1 0 e up elr resi­
Independent Board, including the homes dence in the ·house provided by the 13oord, 
of. :"q missionaries .<U! well as the buildings and the", r.l:11J,l:Qc.u..11l t.ht. ~ork to which 
used primarily .!>y .the theological sernl- they hadjjj>PJuvpnjn;;a 1Y the UOard 
nary, were held~by this sUbsidiary corpora- more than ten years hemre, 
tion of The Independent Board. MeanlWhile, the Boord of the 'Ja.pan 

DIVIDED LoYALTY Christron Theological Seminary, under 
the ICo"\dership of Mr. Young, e><J?CCting 

By' 1957, the members' of the Japan that there would soon !be no mlSSlonafles 
Mission found themselves in opposition to of The 1nd ndent Board remall1l11g in 
IIlC!mbet:s of Tbe 'Independent Board in Tokyo to serv rand 
rnatte.rs pertaining to the Bible Presbyte- facu y, peUtioned Th~~W:~~~;;';~:J3aard 
rian , amrch. In late August, 1957, all in February. 1960010 ';SI h minary 
the members of the Japan Mission signed in inlplementing an;;; NifiSiJtiition, a 
Co letter directed to 'the members of The draft of which they sent us. This' con­
I .ldependent Board in which the mission- stitution sought to estahlish a school cor­
aries asked the Board to use its good of- poration to replace the mission corpora­
fices to persuade Dr. Carl MoIntire, who tion, the school cor;poration to have com­
had tbeen under Special attack from the ' plete ownership and control over al1 prop­
Colunlbus Synod ,leaders for his strong erties then owned by Tbe Independent 
and consistent stand, to resign from' its Board for Presbyterian Foreign Missions. 
membership. During this same }lCriod In replying to this petition the president 
Japan missionaries gave comfort to mis- of The 'Independent Boaord wrote: "The 
sionaries in Peru who had taken from the Japanese Church is, when all is said, a 
Board its work and .property in that coun- very small Church, hardly a.lJle to carry 
.try. From this time until the last mi8- alone so great a responsibility, alrilough I 
sionary of our Japan Mission in Tokyo agree that eventual1y that is what under 
parted from lhe Board, the attitude of satisfactory conditions we would hope to 
these missionaries toward t-he Board and do. You have some gOod men, very good 

. its officers became increasingly critical. men, ~ut, alter all, they stand almost alone 
In the fall of 1957, ·Mr. and Mrs. Kurt as individuals al'\d there is no very large or 
Ribi resigned from the Board. When well established body of churches behind 
asked by the Board to state their '[easons, them. So I think that any such develop­
Mr. Ribi wrote in such abusive terms that ment is for the future under less hazard­
tbe Japan Mission was instructed to im- OllS circumstances. This, of course, means 
mediately discontinue their services in the that the Board, if it follows my advice, 
Seminary. The Japan Mission refused to will not feel that tile time has come to sur­
take action. render al\ its interests and its stake in the 

When it became evident that a mission­
ary's loyalty to, and agtl'ccmcnt with, that 
portion of the Bible Presbyterian Church 
known as the Colunlbus Synod meant 
that that missiona7, JYould ibe in continual 
conBist 'With rile ndependent Board. its rvn and pohdes, It :was determmed 

y e oard m ) une, 1959, to iI!!lh2ld 
from the .field any missiona?Ot': =d 
to ~ue I;: telaijonshiP ~j. 
Atdlltler. an Mrs. Addison Soltau 
were home from Japan on furlough. At 
the end of the furlough year, during which 

. ' they bad been under full support, Mr. and 
Mrs. Soltau returned to Japan without 
first resigning from The Independent 
Board and without receiving the Board's 
permission to return. As a result of this 
action the Soltaus !Were dismissed from the 
Board's missionary body. They, neverthe­
less, returned to !'he nouse which.lw1.Jlc&n 
-provided them by the Board i theY-con­
tinued to kidl III Hie senllnary III which 
thls.1!gw1·had ~ interest, and they 
were supportea"'"u~Sl!'" aawns by the 

J apan Theological Seminary in a setup 
sitch as would surely, under present cir­
cumstances, ensue, should it ag.ree to the 
proposal made.". 

This statement of Dr. Holdcroft's was 
made with a letter of April, 1959, at hand 
£.-OR' M iss Anne Wigglesworth to the 
general ~ecretary of ~he Board. Miss Wig­
glesworth had written: "I might add .hat 1 
dOli't think there is any likelihood that we 
will reconunend any ehange in the prop­

'erty situation of the Seminary in the nCo"lf 
future. From the point of strong Japanese 
leadership .'the [Seminary] Board is no 
more 'mature' than it was ten years ago, 
when it was first organized. Finding suit­
able men to serve on it is a real prdblem. 
The best hope seems .to be our own grad­
uates, when they themselves have ma­
tured." This statement should help all 
those who read this statement to under­
stand why The Independent Boord felt 
that the proposed new constitution for the 
J:a!'3n Christian Theol0ll'i~1 S:minary 
was ' designed 'by our IDISSlonanes, and 
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former missionaries, . to divest this Board 
of its interests and its property rather 
than t ruly to assign its property to t\le 
prepareu and ' mature leadership o f a re­
sponsible national church body. 

BOARD'S Rt:'<;OLUTIOl'! 

T he Boord, meeting on JUlie IS, 1960, 
concluue<1 that the siWation then existing 
in Tokyo' ,Iemanae.t that it act to protect 
its resources aud in':estments in con­
formity with its charter. The following 
resolution was passeu : 

"T/Jere/oro, it is rcsolved: 

" 1. That the general secretary shall in­
struct the members of our Japan Mission 
to inform the Board of Directors Ilf the 
Japan Christian TbeologiCliI Scminary 
that this Board is opposed to havin;; mi~­
sionaries who could not work withm the 
fellowship of our missionary staff con­
tinuing in their previously held positions 
with the Boord or faeuIty of the Seminary 
founded and sponsored by this Board, and 
that we cannot continue our appropriations . 
for ~he work of the S eminary, or continue 
to assign missionaries to minister with it 
as long as this sitnatiQn continues; 

"2. That (O\,e general secretary also in­
struct those missionaries who serve in ac­
cordance with Art icle XlV of the consti­
tn tion of the Religious Juridical Person of 
the Japan Mission of. Tbe Independent 
Boord for Presbyterian Foreign Missions 
on the property-holding organization, that 
they retain the property contained in the 
Religious Juridical Person lor· the use and 
purposes of this Boord as the Board s-hall 
instruct then,; 

"3. That we inform all our frierrtJs who 
stand )Vilh us in Japan, America, and in 
every part of the world, that our love for 
those Qlfistians in Japan who have been 
partners wittl us in the Gospel -continues 
unchanged, that we will uphold their 
bands as we arc able, consistent with the 

. principles of Scripture upon which .we are 
founded. and that it is our desire to con­
tinue and advance rile work of the Semi­
nary just as soon <IS we may conscien­
tiously do so." 

DlSWYALTY 

Despite the clear provisions of the 
chart.tL\VhL~ the mlss~mnil!s-1'I:!trl orn 
to uphold, despite the resolution of the 
Boord dated Fdbrua'123, 1959, in which 
missionary members .prope y-holdil)g 
corporations abroad were again called 
U1>on to hold our properties exclusively 
for the~Board and its purposes, in spite of 
the last quoted resolution of the Board 
which specifically demanded that our mis- -
sionaries in J a.pan "~etain the property 
contained in the Religious J uridiCliI Per­
son for the use and purposes of this Board 
as the Board shall instruct them," ~he re-

• 
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maining members of our Japan Mission 
did revise the rules of the religiolls corpo­
ration under which aU our properties had 
been held for almost ten years, effectively 
to eliminate all the interests of The Inlle­
pendent Board for Bresbyterian Foreign 
Missions. This act was accomplished by 
the responsible officers of the co"J>Oration, 
Miss Mary M. Johnson, .Mr. John M. L. 
Young, and Miss Anne Wigglesworth, the 
last named acting as the representative 
and responsible officer. II~ the s'ununer of 
1960 these missionaries, representing 
themselves before the government. of. 
Japan as being our missionllries and 

A'I'l$MPT TO DIVERT HARV~Y CEDARS BIDLE . 
PRESBYTERIAN CONFERENCE 

The Columbus Synod mapority on the "Purposes," all ' referenceS to ' the Bible 
Board of Harvey Cedars Bible Presbyte- P.resbyt~rian denomination: in any capacity 
nan Conference, Iilc., bas , fonnally are completely remo~d. 'fbe Conference. 
changed the chaster with the State of New is no longer to "conduct .religious services 
Jersey . .. This, however, is.being challenged nt:COrding to the doctrinCl{ and tenets of 
by the origin'3l incorporators and those . the Bible Presbyterian denominatioa," 
who desire to majnt.1in ·the conference ac- but, "under the supervision of the t~. 
cording to its originol charter and trust. ' of this col1X>ration." ·· . 

Tbe two ~rti.fu:atc:s of 'Incorporation The Conference Is no 10n&er' "to main: 
a,re reproduced i~ full. The changes con- lain Christian )'IOIIth ·conferences under 
Slst of the foIlOlVm~: the guidance of the Bible Preebyterian ~ 

FirS" the ruune is chaQged to Harvey nomination," but, "to maintain and 
Cedars Bible Conference, Inc. It is no ope~e Otriatian Bible Conferences. The' 
longer a "Bible Presbyterian Conference." "youth" have been left out, and, of course, 
It is -independent - no longer Bioble Pres- "guidance of the lJible Presbyterian 

. therefore acting in our behalf, eliminated 
the n."Une and all ;references to The '1 nde­
pendent Board for Presbyterian .Foreign 
Missions that were cootained in the con­
stitution of the property-holding corpora­
tion. 

byterian, . independent of Synod control. Church" has been eliminated. . 

For instance, the name of the corpora-
Second, muler ·th«: ~ection entitled,. : .. (ConHnued on P.'I'ge 15) . 

tion was 'Previously, "The Japan M.ission. . ... 
of The Independent Board for Presbyte- . Semmary an~ t~e IllISSlonanes assl~ed ·to 
rian Missions." On August 11, 1960, the o~r Japa~ MISSion (:roky~). T~ dl~s­
na!"~ was chan~e. d to "Japan Presbyte~an ~Ion con~mued i?r some time Without any 
1M1sslon." Article xV of the constitu- mfonnatJon havmg !been offered by Mr. 
tion designated those who could serve as Young as to the <;hanges then. existing in 
members in the cot!pOration: "The mem- Ire property . hoklSng · corpo~tlon. It ~ 
bership shall be constituted by the mis- not until he was as!ced the direct q,uestJ~n 
sionaries appointed to this Mission by the as to .whether .he .had· taken any: part III 

home Board who accept the Holy Bible effex:tJt~g chang~s III the corporation so as 
and the historic Westminster Confession to elimmate themterests of The Independ­
of Faith and Catechisms. The members ent .Bo~d . that Mr; Young finall did 
shall be registered on the 'Missionaries' admit With s rrassment t 
Roll." On August 11, 1960, this was re- . .. ~Jl1illrtiil_tffir aa. ' e oa,rd. e­
vised to read, "Tne membership shall be . m,!.Jl<ied ~that the mlSSlon­
constituted by th~se who accept the Holy anes return the property to ~he Indepe!1d­
Bible and the historic Westminster Con- cnt Board .for Presbytenan Foreign 
{ession of 'Faith and Catechisms and who Missions. Soon after tbis encounter' Mr. 
are registered on the Missionaries' Roll Young left the services of this Board. 
of this Juridical.Person, upon a'pproval of PRESENT STATUS 
the mj!eting of responsible ' officers and 
general '!Ieeting of members." These The last official ' communication this 
changes which gave $e missionaries joint Board has had .from the Japan Mission 
personal ownership (not the Jllpanese na- (Tokyo), a mission whieh is no longer in 
tionals) were made by those who repre- any way a part of this Board's testimony, 
sen.ted us before the Japanese govern- WllS a le~er dated January 17, 1961, and 
ment without first requesting our perrnis- siifled by Miss ·Mary M. Johnson, secre­
sion, and after the ohanges were effected -tary. In this letter the missionaries offered 
tile Board was never notified by the Mis- . the Board· $15,000 f~ its interest in the 
sion. n,issionary' hOmes and the '}';!pen seminary 

'In September, 1960, Miss Anne Wig- .. property •. Dne-haIf of t~e _ol~ginal in:-est­
glesworth and Miss Mary Johnson were !"ent, an mv~ent whlcli has now t~pled 
dismissed from the Board and on October III value, and this offer was made w.thout 
1 Miss Anne Krauss left the lloard's mis- any admission of or reference to the fact 
sionary family. The only remaining mis- that the missionaries had already taken 
sionanes assigned to work with the Japan those legal st~ nec:esJl;llIY. ~o place aU 
Christian Theological Seminary were Mr. the property Wlder theIr lomt personal 
and Mrs. JotID IM. L. Young. (Mr. Young ownership. . ~ 
was soon after to receive an bonorary de- Perhaps Dr. Young, and the mission-' 
gree from Covenant College and Semi- aries who stand with him, will better un­
nary, and was then to become the mod- derstand our feeliJl&S at having our prop­
erator of the Evangelii::al Presbyterian ertles taken from us if be cail recall Qis 
·Church.) M.r. Young met with the ex- own feelings ·· of righteous indignation 
ecutive committee of The Independent when in January, 1951, be wrote concern­
Boord on November 23, 1960, and there ing Mr. Roy Has£gawa who at that time 
ensued a general discussion of the many only ~ssed the opin,ion that the prop­
problems that had arisen in our relation- erties of The Independent Boacd should 
ships with . the Japan Christian Theological rigiltfully belong to the Seminary' Board. 

Dr. Young's .statement at that time~, 
"His effrontery in these tliiniS hasJ'as­
tounded us." 

iSeveral of these missionaries, fonnerly , 
of our Japan Mission, have now turned to 
World 'Presbyterian Missiobs of the 
Evangelical PRsbyterian Chun:h. The 
actions of these missionaries in Japan are 
only a part of a much 1ar~iCture. Tlier 
folloW'¢<! tile stewot ~ __ mlsslonaries 
in Peru who, in 57; j e company of 
this Board to join ' World Presbyterian 
Missions. Actions of missionaries wlu> 
have left tbis Board in returning ' to the 
very locations in wbich they labored pre­
viously under this Board's sponsorship, 
has led to heartache confusion. and to 
diviSion ID national ;;turches. We do not. 
qU!:.hlion the sincere motives'Wbich oom­
peltJiese men to go mio dsincUIf places and 
sacrifice their lives for Ctbrist. However, . 
we sincerely doubt that the Holy Spirit 
has led the thumb or the mjssion board 
whiCli these missionaries now represent, 
or the missionaries themselves, to use such 
'means (in the case of Japan - tiking 
that which doss not rightfully belong to 
J:bem) to PNDrnplish their ends. . 

Fonner missionaries of The Independ­
ent Board for Presbyterian Foreign Mis-
sions have therefore: . 

1. Refused to submit to the iawful dI­
rectives of the Board to wbicb they volun­
tinily submitted at their a4Jp0intment. 

2. Not kept the solemn vow ·which they 
made to uphold the dto.rter.o! tbe .Boa.rd' . .• 

3. Taken property in ' violation of the' 
Eighth Comman~ent. ,'. . 

Tbe Independent ~dior P~esby~. 
rian Foreign ~Hssions assures its many' 
friends and donors tmt it will use every 
proper and Jawful meanS to '~ the · 
property, that it may be used'in accord­
ance with its original trust and the ~ 
o.f The ~d~~ ~ for Presfil.i,e. 
flan FOreJlIIl MWIQI1S. ,. 
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plaoa lor Nl1c\ou.a ad~t.1on and vlmle_ MC' .... UOnt1 aoUv1U .. _ for 
\he cfltplmaaUon of all aanner of cbari\.7. 

(S1 To ,...,.1 .. , bold, 0'''' tor, In .... t in and .... \1 I'Ml. ard 
paraonal proptl"'\J and to U4t, dlatr1but.e rro. u.. to UM. aU the u.cc.a 
.nd .U pr1natpal., ,. _U, vh1cb U. ahlU ,,",,1 •• 1A oharitabl. ptt,a. to 
be app1Ud condatenu" vitA the br- lav. of thU oo~raUon. for- the tJtna.. 
n.t ., an W.t1n1t.a n\l!!lba" of ,.nona, by br1nc1nl thai r a1nd.. and b .. rt.. 
\WI.r the lftfl~ ot ttw Cltrht.1an t.Uh . ..... Uwirc their bodi .. t'Y'oft 
dl.aa •• or nrftln"l and b7 ... hUn, U. to a.tablUh u-.tba. 1ft uta. 
S\ach tund ... ,. be ",ad and d1atrlb.aW tbr 0,. or _N ncb plI1IO'" with.. 
in or vlthout the Stat. of Iw .I..-.q. I\ u U. intent .tIt pu"pO" that 
W_ OfIraonUan ,hall be oondIIaet.ecl aolu..l ... b for NUctOU. oharitabl •• 
ecb::aUona1 and r.e .... t.tonal. pw"pOMa. and no Plrt of tho .... w. 'ltaetbar 
.... 1 or ptraonal proptrt7. or \.he .. rn1nc- the ... .tro. _ball 1IIDN to tba 
beMnt ot IJ'I1 .. bel' 01'" otftoar- of W_ co.".raUon or to IIII:f .u.r 1nIt1-
~1. Po aubstant1at !"'art. or the aetiY! Uaa or ttu.. oorpo ... tton. ot' of 
anT 1"eclpt.nt ot .t. l'Ilnda. thall bt to otrTJ' on pol1tloal Pf'OIIt.pnda or 
o t.htrv1H to .t.ta.pt. to 1nnMnca t.cla1aUcn. 

(6) 1'0 \In.UJd.t.ecl17 hold, 11 .... lJW'O", .... rtea. and .. .,.., 
,...1 and ptnon-1 propert,. in -"1' .ta,,-, tlrrltorr or~ ooloar 01 tbI Qn1t.ec1 
ata"'" and 1n an, lo ... t.cn count.,.,. 0" pl.a~. ' 

(7) To barTOW or raba .one,. 'Qf the .... ...".. ..... at. 01 bocwib. 
_ricace •• or dabel\turta 01 uu.. oo1"pOrat1an~ .nd to 1m .. t _ ... ..., .. 
.... 1 ..... \he !otrd 01 'tn.lateo • ..,. d.t.trai.fta. 

O. n. ~ .. l plaoa 'lMn U\1a OOI"PO .... Uon 1.1 to be looatad 11 IA U. 
Iorouch of Nt~ c.a.r., O:H.&ntr ot 0eMn. State ot .... "arMl, but tbt ~ 
th1U •• ot th1a ooJ"p)",Uon .,. be eond.ct4Cl t.lQ'WtA1"'I 1D u;a Un1.W Statl • 
... 1a eo ... l'VI J.an4. • 

D. Tho"""r ot ~or lh1a oorpor.UOft ahaU be iwelYa (U) to 
___ PI that' .. eh ~ &t'1.ft' UIOM .:WOW at t.ht ... _1 --Unc 1D 1961 

~w ~ ~~!!:' ot!~':a~~a:r:=~~:':::'::r~ a=r"'to""'~ 
=-=-~:a~~~~f':-~B! tf&M~:-~:! ~: ;! .. ~ .. \ 
... ,...,. , \hi HOOnd 01& .. of t.Na\Ma ollOW .\ tbe ....-l ... u.nc in 1961 
,hall hold ott1ce tor a tent or We ,... ... , and U. th1.r\J olua 01 \nuitMa 
aleoW at U. ama.al ... ~ iD 1961 ,hIIll hold .olf'ioa 14e' • \IN .1 three 
'''", and tJ.l"Mttar t.ba Mleoeua ... of .eh d .. a .1 w ..... aball bold 
ol't1.M tar u. wat.0M..r7 t.hrM ,..."., proridad t twl i a,.,.t.h1nc to \be -t.Nr7 
_twtt.batat:ld1n4. eeeh penon ~ 11 or tMll ba,...ttor .... a1MW • tnat.M 

~::. tOrua
:: =ld!:li ~'1: ::~::-_~-= :=..~ 

deol.aNct ..... i .t the .... ot the e\u'ftat \4uw • U. ..... ..., ~. 
"1M t--aw.t tr..IIt.eA Mall bII ... Uw ...,lut .. wUni ,.... it tiG 00.,... 
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AFTER FIVE YEARS 
BY J. GORDON HOLDCROFT • 

Five years and more have passell 
since that section of the Bible Presbyte­
rian Church Synod which, for clarity's 
sake, we called "The Columbus Synod," 
made its tragic decision to withdraw from 
both the Anlerican and the International 
Councils of Christian Churches. Indica­
tions of what that decision and others 
along similar lines portended ·wer.:: suffi­
ciently clear during and immediately after 
the sessions of that Synod {or most peo­
ple to discern their meaning, take their 
~tand, and detennine their line of action. 
But now, after five years, purposes, trends, 
and effects are so clear that even the way­
faring man, whatever he be, can see and 
understand what then took place. 

One very significant' effect of the de­
cisions then ·taken was to make that 
section of ~he Bible Presbyterian Church 
which adhered to the Columbus Synod 
(now The Evangelical Presbyterian 
Church) a tightly controlled Church and 
thus. in ~hat respect, no different from 
the United P .. esbyterian, U.S.A., denomi­
nation or any of the ordinary run of 
Presbyterian Churches. That is one dis­
tinctive definitely lost, and that despite 
the foreedom guaranteed thy the Bible 
P.resbyterian Constitution. 

THE FREE PRtSS 

CONSTITUTION IGNORED 

Two sections of the Bible Presbyte­
rian Constitution were ignored and vio­
lated by both the 18th and 19th General 
Synods, both of which met at St. Louis, 
Mo., and both of 'which were ul1(l'!r attack 
of the "tight control" party, although they 
were not mentioned in the attacks. The 
first of these provisions ill found in Chap­
ter 10, Section 3 of the Fonn of Govern­
ment, whicb provided that the General 
Synod should "constitute the bond of 
IInion, peace, correspondence, and mutual . 
confidence among all our churches." 

Certainly these Synods violated both the 
spirit and the letter of that provision. In­
deed, their proceedings became Vlhat one 
intelligent observer deolared {he 19th 
Synod's actions to !;e" viz., "Operation 
Demolition," and this despite the second 
very explidt provision, Chapter 10, Sec­
tion 5, which declares: 

"Although the deliverances, resolu­
tions, overtures, and other actions of 
the General Synod are to be accorded 
the weight which is proper in view of 
the character of the body, yet whenever 
such deliverances, resolutions, over­
tures, and other actions are additional 
to the specific provision of the Con­
stitution. they shall not ' be regarded as 
binding unless they ,become amendments 
to the Constitution." 

CHANGES IN GERl1IFICATE 

(Colltillued f"om page 10) 

uon. l.nclUdlftC uw .l.ecuon u, UWLr auc:etl,.,nl.nd aMl.l bot .. a\ell V1Wo 
Ml au.thor1t.J" to eo rr:; on .u t hD ~lrlt.u.al . tvaln ... and "-POrd alhln 
of U .. corporaUon . Th.J n_bor or ~~I ~ .,. i.ncToIA_ or dtcr'MMd 1ft 
aooordlU'lOO vi\h tho 8y_l:IlIe ot Ulh COflX-t".Uon, but. 1ft no wont. elwU U. 
fUlber or tnletooe exceed twl'lO. E'&ch UMIJ,H.. •• a oond1Uon to bill ~ 
U'1cot.lon to .. ,.,. •• "tlU annuaUy "bien'=- 1n vriUna to t.bII s,.t.. of 
I:bot.rtM of the ':'ata1rat.er eonr ... lon of ruth, a. Adop\ed __ t.M n.ret. 
OeniIral !J'nDd ot t.ho Mblo PN.~torlan a.arch 11:1. 1m. 

B. The alCOnt ot t.hU corporaUon 1ft t.hb Statal 1Ipon whoa proohe ., 
'=- "nod 18 1ftll1aa I. D1ek.,., Jr., 122 1UdcIon A'NnIY, Oc»~, .... 
J • ....", •• 

'1M ed.d NaoluUon 'ICe duly .ppl"Ond lOt. 21l "Jorl~ or tha -..lIen ."'­
inc 't'Ot1n.r 'PO'Mr 1ft th1, eOl1'Or"Uon , 'Ioon 10 .,., notice ,1 .. penonall7 or '­
.aU, whioh noUct .. t torth • S\t!MIr'1 0/ u.. tDneo1nc "_luUoa.. . 

D 'ftTIRSS '.IfIRIDr, th18 oorporatlon hu o.u,oct thue plNMnt.. to be 11.­
bJ' It.. Pro.idemt. atto,tod ... U .. Sc<Ireta,., end tho eo".-.ta Mal .tftXlad .... to , 
tbb 26tb dQ' ot MQ, !961. 

HlMft CrDiJtS BlBJ.I 
P'!lI.:SlIftIRlUl ClQItRRDlCI. DC. 

u. dIlJ' and ,..r .to,....1.4. 

(SF; ) .kg I, "wIl,r _a . ....,.,. 

Page 11 

This i?tter provisi~n, and the literty it 
·was designed to ' safeguard, was clearly 
perceived and admitted by some of the 
leaden of "Operation n~molition ." They 
knew, cmj bOrne of them acjmitted, that 
liberty was guaranteed; !but, when it was 

. acted uppn .by those who could not in 
goOd conscience lICcept and acquiesce in 
the decisions of tIJese two General SynoG:, 
it "'.IS quickly repudiated. And as for 
"constituting the bond, of union, peace, 
. . . and lIlutual confidence amo"g all our 
churches," it is evident today that this 
provision was not then, nor ever since, 
given any weight by the Columbus Sy,nod 
!)len. For them it has becon\e a dead 
letter. 

Ye::rs ago that same thing occurred in 
the U.S.A. Presbyterian Church - all 
power, despite the constitution, was taken 
over, actually usurped, by the Church'os 
highest . representative body, the General 
Assembly. The Columbus . Synod's 
churches in acquiescing in similar circum­
stances lost everything governmentally 
distinctive that they once possessed. At the 
19th General Synod, utterance was given 
again and again to the · phrase, "Let the 
Church be the Church.~' That phrase was 
used to prQd the £ynod into the action it 
took in "Operation Demolition." It did 
not seem to dawn upon most of the dele-

. gates to that Synod that that plirase was 
used originally in recent tim~s by a dis-

Q~ 1.)=-~, ~Jo.t ) 
, 
• =~':!: ~J:;:r 1", 196' 

~";;..~ 
cn"ICi or 'IU «Wr1' at C»CI. 

.1.,,,"\, (Std.) Jobp M Ity Jr 
Jom H. 'Sq. SecNt.a.ry 

l1'oUI at ... J.,...y • 
53. 

-
('ftl1acl~t 
.... a. roUw •. 

D D>I 199, ••. I • .. ......... ar .. eo., .. ......... PIoOL ••• • •••• 

( ..... J .... "" J • ... tUll ••• •• •• 
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tinct modernist theologian. But it also 
indicated a desire and a detfJlmination to 
have as tightly controlled and directed a 
body 'of local churches as are the churches 
c:i any P,resby,terian denomination. How­
ever, in tJhe fonnation of various agencies 

: October ~~( 1961 

JUDE, v. 3. "Beloved, whe'p I gave ' and mem'bei. This was both an incentive 
aU diligence to WTite unto you af the to study any proposal made by Presby~ 
common salvation, it was needful for tery or Synod, and a check upon ,the ae- ' 

, me to write unto you, and extort you ' tions of those bodies. The aim was that 
that ytf. should earnestly contend for, the whole church membel'S~ should in­
the faith which was once delivered unto telligently understand and actively partici- ' 
tile saints." pate in every cause that commended itself , and _ institutions, all controlled by the 

Synod, and .in the ' acquiescence of the 
churches that adhere to' the Columbus 
Synod, ,that is precisely what the Colum­
bus Synod section af tbe Bible Presby-

' terian Church obtained. These churches 
'and thei.r Synod lbecame, governmentally, 
merely a mi'1iatur~ mOdel af the denomi-_ ' 
.nation out 9f which most of them orig-
inally came. ' 

VERSES 22 AND 23, "And..of some to the conscience and judgment, includ­
have compassion, making a difference : ing the militant defense of the Faith; and 
And others save IW'iith fear, puJling them that, through non-aropet;ationt · if .con­
out of the fire ; hating even tile garment ' science and judgment 90 directed, an ef­
spotted by the flesh." ' fective check on unwise. ' or hasty actions 

PHILIPPIANS.3 :18. "For many walk; could be, exercised. ' 
af whom I have told.. you often, and The 19th Genernl Synod and follow" 
now tell you ev~.n ' weeping, that they ,ing "Columbus SYnod" meetings said no 
are the enemies of the cross of Christ : to all this constitutional !reedom, and to , 
whose end, is destruction, .. , who mind any -militant defense of the Faith that 
eartbly thillgS." might spring (rom that freedom. Tile 

All this cannot but remind one of tJhe 
ancient Israelites who, despite the high 
calling of God, wanted to be like the na­
tions around them, at first, of course, only 
governmentaUy, But not long a,fter God 

. granted their wi9h -(or a king, they bcbr.lll 
to desire to be ,like the surrounding na­
tions in worship ali!<>. 

Let us hope and pray that the Columbus 
Synod churches .will not ibecome like all 
the P.resbyterian Churches around Iftem 
in other, respects. Nevertheless, naturally, 
already .tIhere have appro red in the pic­
ture some other very distutibing things. 

D[ST[NCTIVE TESTIMONV R EPUDIATED 

AT HOME 

,To understand .this lully, one must 
realize ~hat God gave the Bible Presbyte­
rian Church one of the greatest oppor­
tunities that ever faced any Ismail denomi­
nation. Those who formed ,that Church 
realized this and fornled it to be a militant 
Church .. Our Christian forefathers used 
to speak of "tIl~ Church Militant" and of 
"t.iie OlUrch Triumphant." The Church , 
Trium»hant will be the church enthroned 
in Glory with Christ, when God's redemp­
tiVe purposes are fulfilled. The Church 
Militant is the true church here on earth 
engaged in two principal conflicts. The 
first is to carry the Gospel to ' all tile 
world, always Seeking tile lost at bome 
and abroad by every means possible and 
leading them to Christ. The second con­
flict is af equal irbportaoce. It is to defend , 

, and maintain the Faith I History records 
, more than one instance of t,he entire loss of 

the Faith over vast areas because God's 
people in their da,y did 1Iot rise to its de­
feme as they should have done. But to 

, defend and maintain the Faith in our own 
'lives, in our own denomination or associa­
tion or Ifellowship of churches, and to de­
fel)d and maintain it in the 'Whole Church 
over the whole world as far as God makes 
it possible to do so, is an imperative obli­
gation; and God, in our day, ms made 
that possible in very large degree. Be­
yond ,all question this is the teaching of 

, Scripture, as t he following quotations and 
Bible references p!'C)Ve; and these are but 

.a few of those tha t might be given. 

2 JOHN, v. 10. "if there come any , actions of these Synods in actuality meant, 
unto' you, and bring not this doctrine, ,"Accept Synod's pronouncements or 
receive him not into your house, neither else I" ' 
ibid him God speed." This was soon proved. . Two iIIustra~ 

1 TIMOTHV 1 :18 AND 19, "This " tions will suffice, ' 
charge II commit unto thee, son Tim- The Colunibus Synod ere long 'notified 
othy, . . . that thou . . . war a good all :presbyteries in which there were those 
warfare: holding fl\i~h, and a good con- who did not go along lViith tbe Columbus 
science; which some having put away Synod party that these ,presbyteries should ' 
concerning faith bave made shipwreck." notify all such that, unleis ,they, within 60 

2 PETEI\ 1 :20 TO 2:3; TI1'Us 1 :10, 11 , days, returned to what that Synod was 
13, ·16 ; HEBREWS 11 :32 TO 12:4; HOSEA ' pleased to call tbeir ' rightful allegiance, 
5 :1-15 ; JP.R.EMIAH 1:4-10, 17-19; 9:11- their names -should be 9tricken from the 
16; 11 :1-23 are some of the.other pas- rolls of such preSbyteries, and this was 
sages which ought to convince every- subserviently done on the grounds that 
one. ' these men and churches had joined 
Not only is this the teaching of Scrip- anobhe r denomination! In the New Jersey 

ture, it is also, -sound strategy in every Presbytery where Columbus Synod men 
army that expects and is determined to were in a minority, that minority actually 
win any war. , met and " restored" to their rolls the names 

For a Church t(l prosCC\lte such a mili- of the men who composed tile majority 
tant defense of the Faith, such defense party and then "dropped" thCJll' This, of 
should be conducted in a manner that can course, was mere child''S play unwof1tlby of. 

'be readily wlderstood and intelligently serious Christian men, especially Christian 
participated in by the whole membership leaders. And then this supposed infonna­
of the Clurch, and not ' limited almost tion was given to at ,least one newspaper 
90Iely to men who are ordained to tll~ i,n that vicinity and pUblishe~. 
ministry and to the eldership or other , The second incident is th~ the very 
official board ,frarn which delc;gates to men who at tile meeting of the 19th Gen­
Synods, GenC.(a1 Assemblies, and Confer- ernl Assembly in St. Louis freely admitted 
ences are sent. These Synods and Gen.- that individuals or kical churches which 
eral Assemblies and Confer~ces take could not in good conscience surrender 
many actions whim most denominations, their rights of ll}embership in the Ameri-
in out' day have no :way (and evidence can and. International Councils of Chris­
seems to indicate th;at the leaders want tian Olurches )lad the constitutional right 
them to have no way)' c:i enlisting the 'to-continue that membership, nevertheless, ' 
whole body of lay members in intelli&ent sopn reversed their opinion. This occurred" 
understanding of, and wr.ticipation in, is- ,when , the Bible Presbyterian Church A.,,- . 
sues and causes. "Theirs nat to reason ~ mation was fonned. TIlat Association ' " 
why," 'theirs but to accept and " support was formed for the reason tilat constituent 
financially. " , memberghip in these Councils can only be 
, The Bible ~resbyterin!l Church, how- held by denominations, associations, or 
ever, provided a liberty of action for all fellowships of churches, and, by the forma­
which made its govetnment very different tion of that Association, churches and in- , 
from the ordinal)' run of churches in our dividuals wao so elected to belong to 

' day. The General Synod's actions were those churches ~uld continue to be con­
not to be followed blindly; nor Presby- stitueot merri>ers of the Councils. Never­
tery's either. If Cimstian conscience and theless,. that action was denounced and 
judgment approved, enlistment in a "cause. advised against in strong terms, even by 
was eagerly welcomed; but if not, freedom the judicial commission of the Columbus 
was guaranteed to the individual church Synod whose chainnan was one c:i those 
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who out a short time before had definitely terian Church that ' it had done right. in ' saved and today has a mo~ efficient teach- ' 
stated tllat churches and individuals who ieaving!be WOl'ld Council of Churches" ing staff than it had.before the desertion of 
so eleeted had constitutional right to COli- More "than that, World 'Presbytedan those who left it, most ~l Whom 'went to 
tinue their activity in the Councils, 1llissio",irie~ 'constituted a definite nega- Covenarrt. ~e seco~d dep\orllble, ~ 
DISTINCTIVE TESTIMONY REpU'pIATED live, inflUence against, the International , was the rum of, lUghland and Sheltp,n, 

Council ; of Christian ', Churches . when , Collell'es also, Bo~ the9!e ,-schools ' ha:ye 
AnIlOAD Korean , Presbyterlan leaders 'Yere con" , ~nenced 'hardsfl,IJ>, but God ~ pre-

Nevertheless, inJ' ustice and all violation sidering joining it and still are. ' served them and ,neIther ,woul~. WIsh to &0 , 
O h . ' ..z ' "tua1 . back to the old <lays for any mducement' of constitutional rights usually bring ef- t or tnstances· '" spin myopla that . ht be off red ' ' 

f eets upon the offender as well as upon which led to the loss of , other great, op- nug , e: ' , ' 
rihe victim, and thus, in seeking to take portunities could be mentioned, for in There seems to be, however, a ' .third 
a.way the constitutionally guamnteed free- many pants of this ,world God is giving factor whicb 'YC! hOpe is not, but 100ks 'as 
dom of local churches and members, "the opportunities to faithful minorities to give' though it is.. ,a definite signboard, This 
Columbu's Synod" deprived itself, re- testimony and to accomplish tasks of has recently developed and was reported 
nounced in advance, one of the ~reatest which <::olumbus Synod followers have de- in The Sword of the Lord for June 9,1961.: 
services that any small denomination was prived ~hemselves entirery. The testimony The information therein given was nOt 
ever offered, we believe, OY' God Himself, so recently given by the ICCC team in meant' as a direct indictment of, Covenant 
This was a call to po.rticipate in. one of Fonnosa and the necessary, timely, and. College, liut it had to do with a symposium, 
the most definite and far-.reaching works impressive witness made jn Peru are sponsored by the DiviSion of Science of 
of the Holy Spirit of our day. Had t~e ' cases in point, ' , ~beaton College, on February 17' and 18 
Col~mhus Synod not renoun~ Iil,IS Before we leave the subject of foreign thIS year. To the amazement of many, it 
pantlCula: part ~f the task to. whIch , the inissions, it ought to be pointed out, ,an<;! was reported (~d we quote exactly from 
Whole ongmal Bible Presbytenan Church if necessary pointed out again and again The ' Sword 01 ,the J-ord) : ' 'fOutright 
was dedialte?, that whole church, mi~t that ,the Columbus Synod's agent', World theistic evoJul!<?~ was ~ught, from the 
mve shared In the grea~ opportumty: that Presbyterian Missions, has been as de'relict plat~or:m of thIS SympoSIum ",?~out con­
cam~ .to the }nternational CounCIl of as its parent Synod, Naturally so, forI tradlct~on by, C?Uege' authonties. ~ 
Christian Ohuri:iJes. and to that part ,of like parent, like child. The above in- " faculty of the ~e Department F.rici- ' 
the ~,ible iP.resbytenan ~urch ,~hlch had 'stances, although lying in tit/: field of pated and ':"?5t '1- ' the leaderS , of the , 
i'~ned t~e to t~e onginal Bible Pres- foreign mission'S, are also in \he area of college admlDJst!atlO~ , were '00 . hane!. .£or 
bytenan heritage, ~n ·the ~ that was general , testimo~y to the iQtegrity of man~ of}he ,se5StqnS. Further, the ~Icle 
ma:de to these bodIes by that part of the God's whole purpose and wflole work of states: : Yet there was no pfotest at the 
K?rean PrC!flyterian Church ~hich redemption. They, therefore, affect the evolution tau&ht except by one o( the 

,. W1I~drew . from the World CounCIl. ~f strength ,Qr ~eSs of Olristianity profe~rs ~om the Bible, Department., 
~urches m 1~59, ,No one, should ml.m- throughout the ,wftole wor1d. ' Furthe~, He was ~lite1y rebuked frO(I1: the p1at­
mue, the n;'f.gmtude of that op'porturuty, botft the Columbus Synod and its .foreign , ~onn {Of h,is stand for the o~odox literal: 
for d!e end IS not yet. mission booTd are responsible for many , interpretation of the Genesll! account of 

Actfl4ll;, the whole Korean Church is ~d thi~ that nave taken pla.ce maule, creation." Then the 'article ~t!nues~;to 
out of tile Worid Council of Oturches !n Peru, In Ja~n, and to a lesser degr~ report that on, the last morrupg, ' A 
~ by, far the greater part of it will ~e- In other. coun~nes also. How ~y ~rd., form,~r student at the college and nrw ' 
mai.n out. Under the leadership of. ecu- could spltt ~tiona1 churdles, approptiate ~eaching at C~e~, Coll~ge [und~lin: 
meriically-minded missionaries, a small work belongmg.to another B~~, and I~g ~:u-sl took J.l'l,':Im the- panel ~scus- , 
part of that church rna and probably will seize p:operty without even notJfymg the • ~Ion: Further, It . IS stated ~t ~a man 
again join the World (!ouncil of Churches Boa~d, m whose, name ~at property was 'telieves that the ~ustra}apl~h~;S' the , 
when it sees that the greater part of the held, IS somethmg we £c:el must be ac- famous ;Sputh Ain~, ape men w~ 
church is definitely detennined never again cou~ted for , at th~ Judgment ~~t of eany ,e~ih to be In. the an~ line 
to join that Council. But when' leaders of ChTlst., But we WIU not d~al WIth that of man. ,,¥oreover,.t!tIS ' ~. I,$fqlOl'ted 
by far the greater part , of the Korean ' qu~sti0!l he:e, except tQ ~:>: th~t ",~ther , to hold, that Gen~sl~_ 1 .IS ,fter;lry' an~ 
Pores1>yterian Cburch had learned with artlcl~ I? thiS Free Press Will g~ve a clear not sub)ect to h~eneutics, , i 
dismay of the things to whlch the descnptJo,n of some of tfJe~ thmgs. The article in The SwOrd of thl Ll>Yd 

' World Council o{ C h u r c h e s is , IN THE FIELD OF EDUCATION aJs6 sta,te,s and we qree with it, that to ' 
oommitted, ', they ,knew to whom to ' But What ' of other areas of Christian 'say that G;;esis , 1 ia' litlirary; and DOt ' 
appeal, 1bat was not by aily ,means to life? Christian education is another area sUbject to hermeneutics "is another way : 
the Columbus Synod of the B.ble Pres- of great importance, Some things can be of saying .that Genesis 1 is poetic and not 
byterian Church. It was to those who re- seen now that were not in full v,lew 'five to.be taken literalJy." He is also right in 
mained. t,':l~ !O the vo~s that they ~ years ago.. For instance, Covenant Col- stati?i that ucal~i ' ~ of ' the B~e 
taken In Jommg the BIble Presbytenan lege, with the'addition of a theological de- poebc and figurative IS ' how moderniSts 
alll~h, the 'In~epende~ ~rd for Pres- opartment (which was added not even by hav~ for years b;een explaining away ~y 
byterlan 'ForeIgn M'lsslons, and ~e order of the Synod, but was acquiesced in ,porbon"s of Scripture. If the Genesis lie­

Arnerioan and International CounCils, with every mark ' of meek and delighted , counts of creation are poetic and ncura­
The day ,will come when ,many of t~e 'gratitude), is an important field of serv- tive,. tht:n what is to stop us from as­
members of tihe Columbus Synod Will ice which oUght to, and does, yield an in- , summg that the account of the fall of man 
bitt,crly :regr& ~e ,spiritual cataracts dex as to how ,things are'developing, in ,Genesis. 3. is poetic and fi;curative? 
which bhnded their eyes and prevented Two .. ~ry d"",lo':"ble things were ex- This allOWIng 6ectIODS of the Bible to be 
them from seeing ' the great opportunity , .... -y' A explained away bas ' historica1ly been the 
which would have been theirs bad peeted in ' the founding of Covenant Col- begin~ of downfall for many schools 
these cataracts of prejudice and Te- lege. One was tIhe ruin of Faith Theologi- ,once !lIirly orthodox and ' fundamentaJ." 
nunciation not given them a myopia which cal Seminary. Indeed, everything possible ' 
prevented them from having any signifi- ~s done to acconiplish such ruin: In the There you have ,il Covenant CoUege 
cant part in assuring the Korean Presby- providence of' God, however, F.aJth was would profess to be tiJo!'Oughly funda-
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mental, but it will be interesting and re­
vealing to see what it will do in tbe light 
of this event. It will nN exonerate Cove­
nant to declare '!bat this teacher was a 
student of Faith Theological Seminary. 
He was; but he abandoned Faith for Cove­
nant in ¢he disruption that followed after 
tbe decisions of the Columbus Synod in 
1956 and if he holds- the above opinivns 
and Covenant does nothing about it that 
will indict Covenant as well as this 
teacher. 

.ostensibly to witness to t~ ~ Word of God 
and the testimony of Jesus. Christ -
speaking in i1s pulpit. It all creates the 
impression that they seek to be rid of 
what they s~em to think is the burden of a 
constant, militant fight against mr-lernism 
and even a descent into downright pagan­
ism on the part of many denominati.lI1s of 
our day. Y ~t we have never heard of any 
action by Presbytery or Synod to ad­
monish these churches. 

byterian Church unless the lo-:al churches 
giving allegiance to it positively reassert 
their lost constitutional liberty to refuse 
to acquiesce in the change which makes 
i. noVi The Evangelical Presbyterian 
Church. However, the change puts an 
end, once and for all, tu t"e completely 
groundless claim put forwan1' for five years 
by the ColwnJ>us Synod that those who ' 
did assert their constilutional liberty by 
refusing to go along with the Columbus 
Synod's actions and had enrolled in the 
Collingswood Synod had joined another 
denomilloltion. Those claims, of course, 
confused, or ignored, the fact t·hat the 
Synod in the Bible Presbyterian QlUrch . 
is not the Church. There might be a 
dOlen Synods in a Church and they would 
still be Synods and nco the Church. For 
this reason the constitlltional party of the 
Bible Presbyterian Church which haN sent 
dele;:ates to the Collingswood Synods. 
while greatly regretting that rl,e dhision 
came in the way it did, can rejoice that no 
one need nny longer be c~)Il(used, for the 
Collingswood Synod and lbe churches ad­
heri"g to it have been, and are, The Bible 
Presbyt~r an Church' Tlmt Church nnd 
that Synod sl ill stand for the things to 
which the whole Bible Prcsbyterinr. 
Church committed il>elf frolll the first . 
namely the whole connsel of God through­
out the whole world. Wherefore, we thank. 
Gc.j and take courage 1 

EARL': CoNVICTIO.IS LosT 

UNION MEETINGS 

Whatever may be Covena~t College's 
reply, there are other instances of slipping 
and of "war weariness" on the part of 
Columbus Synod men and some churches, 
in that some have gone a certain way tll­
ward compromise which once they never 
would have contemplated. Three instancC!l 
come to mind.· One such church is re­
ported to have held a union Easter service 
with d," very church from which it had 
separated on the ground of .. postasy in 
that church'~ denonunation. Another 
united in a uniou evangelistic campaign 
with the church f.-om which it had come 
out and with other churches of denomi­
nations just as bad. We have a picture 
of the pastors of those churches and the 
Columbus Synod pastor is among them. A 
third church is said to 'have had a 
pastor of the denomination it had left -

Since all this has occurred within a 
period of five years, what will ten years, 
or twenty, or fifty brin@' fort~.? Sure.y 
this indicates a gradual disil'tegration of 
conviction which if not immediately 
checked will reduce the testimony of those 
churches adhering to the Columbus S!'tlod 
te the level of so many other churches of 
our day. That would be a great s.-'iritu~l 
trajledy 1 But, certainlr, it looks as though 
first steps in that spIritual tragedy have 
alread;; Leeu taken. We ought to pray for 
our erstwhile colleagues in the Columbus 
Synod and we ought to take advantaf;e of 
every opportunity we have, or may make, 
to remonstrate kindly but firmly with any 
who we have reaSO!l to believe would listen 
to such remonstrance~. 

Another thing: Is it not significant that 
the Columbus Synod has now chanjled its 
name? It will no longer be a Bible Pres-

The Bible. Presbyterian Church . 
By CAIlL McINTIIlB 

As we come to this moment in church history, God, in 
His blessed providence, has brought to a special place 
of testimony and llsefulness the Bible Presbyterian Churc}!. 
When the church was formed in 1938, the word ". ible" 
was placed in front of the name "Presbyterian" because 
the great fundamentalist-modernist controversy had cen­
tered around the Bible. Presbyterians have always be­
lieved that the Bible ·is God'. Word. Chapter I of the 
great Westminster Confession of Faith is devoted to this 
testimony. We believe the Bible to be die 'Word of God 
upon the authority of God Himself . . , 

The narile, therefore, ~'Bible Presbyterian," has taken 
on a definite connotation in the country. It i. both loved 
and hated. It is both honored and scorned. It is a good 
name; we like it. We thank God for it, and we pralse 
God for the history which He has riven to it. 

1. The Bible Presbyterian Church is directly related to 
the Presbyterian Church in the U.S.A. (which now has 
become . the United Presbyterian Church), and most of 
its churches came out of the Presbyterian Church, U.S.A., 
or were formed by people who came out and \)ave soul[ht 
to maintain a Presbyterian Church faithful to the ScrIP-
tures. . 

2. The Bible Pr~sbyterian Q 'urch is a missionary 
church. This emphasis is only natural because the great 
conRict which brought issues to a head centered around 
the Independent Board for Presbyterian Foreign, Missions 
and the trials of the members of the Independent Board, 
including Dr. J. GreshaJll lI1achen, the ' president, a~d 
others. . 

J. The Bible Presbyterian Church is a militant church 
in defense of the faith. It has not permitted the issues 

which gave it birth to die, and it has taken an l ctive part 
in the ongoing struggle as it has advan~ f. om stage co 
stage. At the time of its birth, the' Independent Board 
for Presbyteria, .. Foreign .Missions was the foremost agen­
cy worthy of support. But God .led i1t the formation of 
a theologica.l seminary that would carry en the great tradi­
tions of P.rinceton and lIl.lintain the high standards of 
.scholarship-this was F~ith Theological Seminary. He 
ltas used it to train leade~hip under the direction of per­
haps the greatest Old Testam~nt scholar in America today, 
Dr. Allan. A. MacRae.,. ,. . " 

4. The ~ible Presbyt",rian Church has extended ita hand • 
of fellowship and co-operation to the other separatist 
groups -arising in the country in this 20th century, and , '. 
took part in the formation of the American <;:auneil of 
Christian Churches in 1941. This Council joined ~e issue ,." 
and continued the struggle that Macl)en led. The Na­
tional Council of the Churches o[ Christ in the U .S.A., 

• the citadel of apostasy, then the Federal Council of the 
Churches of Christ ill America, was challenged, and with­
out abatement the movement and battle continued, receiving 
increued recruits and ,~rength . As a part of this picture, 
tbe circle expanded to include the world-wide fellowship 

. and the rise, in 1948; of the International Council of 
Christian Churches, which challenged the World Council 
of Churches. Since that day the struggle -has been in­
tensified as never before between what is known as tbe 
Twentieth Century Reformation, to which the Bible Pre's­
byterians belong, as well as a number of oiher separatist 
groups, and the ecumenical movement wh.ich includes the 
modernist, inclusivist, apostate churches whkh are seek­
ing to bujld th~ir one-wor!d Babylon l·hurch. 

5. The Bible Presbyterian Church is a Bible preaching 
and evangelistic church. " It has sought to nurture its 

.. members in the Reformed fa'th. Its ministers have em­
- phasized the Word of God ~nd have sought faithfully to 

proclaim it from their pulpi~. Precious souls have been 
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~v~ in evangelistic campaigns. Young children reared 
In Its homes have come forward to make their confession 
and to be received into the communion of the church. 

I 6. The Bible Presbyterian Church is a church that rec-

for maintaining the dl>Ctrinal integrity· and purity of the ~.,\ . 
church. and for giving witness for Christ and ~st ~ ~ 
apostasy. By this system. from the very beginning. '!r 

ognizes the covenan{ privileges presented in the Scriptures 
I and honors. the practice of infant baptism as a sign and I seal ()f . this covenant which God made.· 
I 7. TheBlble Pr.esbyierian Church is a free church. It 
was determined at the foundation of the church that the 
relationsh,ip would be on the basis of mutual love and 
confidence. It is a voluntary ass<>eiation. Churches may 
withdraw fmm the fellowship at any tinle for reaSl>ns 
sufficiept to themselves. The constitution also waa care­
ful to include ~ provision born out of the bitter experience 
willi the Presbyterian Churcti in the U.S.A. . The constitu­
tion says •. " All powers· not in \Pis Constitution specifically 
granted to the courts of the Church are teserited to the . 
congregations respec~ively. or to the ' people." There are 
no reserved. powers. This is the' states' rights principle. 
The property of the local church is gwu:anteed. undet 
provisions of ihe . constitution which are unamendaDle. 

' ebdorsed such independent agencies u the Independent 
I Boord for Presbyterian Foreien Miasionl and Faith 

Theological Seminary. B;tter experience baa shown 
that. when a church becomes bureaua:atk and a denomina­
tiQn seeks to control and run all of its If'encie. from ~e 
top. we not only have' a form of ecclesiutica1 socialism but 
we have inefficiency. an increasing sense of irresponsibil­
ity. and the rise of an ecclesiutica1 machine within a 
church seeking to obtain certain ends through powerful 
agencies. AI a result. the agencies seek to domtruite ar.d 

. control and direct the affairs of the church, instead of 

to the II>C3I church itself. . 

the church directing the agencies. It i. within the genius • 
of freedom that the Church .hould .support agencies, not 
because of Sl>me ecclesiastical sanction, but because the 
agencies merit' their support because- of their lland and 
efficiency of operation. Thfs system means, of course, that. 

8. The Bible Presbyterion Church is a confessional 
church. It accepts the historic W,estminster Confession 
I of Fait!t and Catechisms. including the Larger and Shorter 
I Catechisms. It seeks to preaent tne whole counsel of 
God as revealed in the Scriptures. 

/
when.trouble develops in the church. all the movement is 
not lost with one ' struggle. There are checlca and re­
straints and both the II>C3I churches and the mdividuals 
who are a part of the in4ependent agencies feel a greater 
sense of responsibility for the movement and for the 
church. 

10. The Bible Presbyterian Church. in its ~ yean of 
history. baa 5~n these principle. tested. and it stands to­
day in a ·better position than ever before to command the 
respect and confidence of those who desire to be a part ·of 
a continuing and true Presbyterian thu~ch which exalts 

.9. The Bible Presbyterian Church baa Sl>ugbt to carry 
on its work. in the main. through independent agencies. 
leaving the presbyteries and .ynod aa ptaees for fellowship. . the Word of Goo. 

ATl'EMPT TO . .• . 
(C onlinued from page 9) 

Point No. 3 likewise has eliminated the 
Bible Presbyterian denomination. 

Thus. according to the name~ and pur­
poses. any ' r.c.qx)OsibiHty to the Bible 
p.res1>yterian Church. so lar as the in­

. corporated trust and pu1'pose are con­
·cerned. has been completely eliminated. 
The Conference- is simply an independent 
.Bible conference. with no connection ()r 
identification with any particular denomi. 
ation of any kind or description. . 

There continues to be. n()wever. a Bible 
Presbyterian denomination in this coun· 
try and the founders of the Conference 
who have continuea to be Bible Presbyte­
rian are members of this Bible Presbyte­
rian denomination. 

There is a requirement, "That each 
trustee shaH annually subscribe in writing 
to the system of doctrine of the Westmin­
sfer Confession of Faith as adopted by the 

. First General Synod of the Bible Presby­
terian Church in 1937." But this is the 
system of doctrine whicll is in all the 
Westminster Confessions of Faith and it 
may be subscribed to by Presbyterians, 
Reformed, I n~ependents. and a variety of 
o~her denominational representatives who 
would subscribe merely to the system of 
doctrine. There is no adherence here to 
the constitution of the Bible Presbyterian 
Church which ;ncludcs the Form of Gov­
ernment, Book of Discipline. and the 
Larger and SIlor·ter Catechisms. In fact. 
the document known as the Westminister 
Confession of Faith, adopted by the First 
General Synoo of t he Bible P.resbyterian 

denl>mination in 1938. in no way connects 
the Conference or the individuals who may 
be trustees with the Bible P.resbyterian 
Oturch. (The charter as amended is in 
error as to the dllte. There was no such 
document in 1937.) As a matter c,f fact. 
the trustees. now in control have na. con· 
nection with the Bible Presbyterian de­
nomination. They are members of the 
Evangelical PresbyterIan Church. 

Thus, Harvey Ce<\ars Bible Conference, 
Inc .• which has taken over the Harvey 
Cedars Bible Presbyterian Conference. 
Inc., its property and possessioos. is no 
longer in any way ' idennfied ' with the 
Bible Presbyterian denomination. It is no 
longer identified with the separatist move­
ment, while the Bible ' PreSbyterian de­
nomi~tion in its .tenets most assuredly is I 
A mmlster, f()r mstance. of the United 
Presbyterian . Church or the Southern 
Presbyterian ChurCh who would subscribe 
to the system of doctrine of the West­
minster Confession of Faith could. under 
the present charter. be elected .. to member­
ship on the Boord of Trustees. The sep­
aratist stand of the Conference has been 
completely eliminated so far as any charter 
provisions or protections are concerned. 
This is most significant. 

This constitutes a perversion of prop­
erty. It constitutes a violation of the 
commandment of the Holy Scriptures. 

The Eightn Commandment reads. 
"Thou shall not steal." The exposition of 
this Eighth Commandment in the Larger 
Catechism reads. "The sins forbidden in 
tne eighth commandment • . .. are. theft 
... : fraudulent dealing ; ... removing 
landmarks. injustice and unfaithfulness in 

Contracts between man and man. or in 
matters of trust. .•. " 

All of the property of the " 'Harvey 
Cedars Bible Rresbyterian Confereoce has 
been established in trust by a charter wbkb 
bound it to the dl>Ctrines and tenets of the. 
Bible PreSbyterian Ctturch. and to be used 
under that charter in yOWig people's con­
ferences under the guidance ()f the Bible 
Presbyterian denomination. 

All of this trust has now been violated 
by the majority of the trustees. 

The' mino~ity who desire to preserve the 
Cooference according to ita ()riginal trust 
consist of Dr. Carl McIntire,_ Dr. 
Jack Murray, Mr. Matthew N. Johnson. 
and Mr. David Slaght. Mr. Johnson waa 
continued on the 'Board by the maj()ri~ 
but has refused to be a party to the dI­
version of the property from its original 
charter. Mr. Johnson, Dr. Mcintire, Dr. 
Murray. and Mr, Slaght have f()rmed 
themselves into the connnuing Board of 
Trustees of the Harvey Cedars Bible Pres­
byterian Conference. Inc., and with the 
backing of Bible Presbyterian churches. 
leaders of the General Synoo ar~· 

to res 
c ecessa . Those members 
of the Columl>us yn , now the Evan­
gelical Presbyterian Church, and members 
of the Board who have been a party to ' 
this diversion include William Bonner. 
John W . Buswell. HI. John M. Kay, Wil· 
liam Mahlow, John Sanderson. William 
Shay, and George Schmidt. . 

Legal counsel has been retained by tne 
Harvey Cedars Bible Presbyterian Con­
ference. Inc .• and other parties. 
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• The Bible Presbyterian Church i8, in the main, 
a bn:sk from the Presbyterian Church in the' 
US.A.; and the United Presbyterian Olurch rep­
resenta a union between the Presbyterian a.urch 
in tlhe U.S.A. and the United Presbyterian 
Olurch. The names arc indicative of the posi­
tions held. 

BETWEEN THE BIBLE PRESBYTUIAN CHURCH 
AND THE 'UNITED PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH' 

tion's highest court owning, directing, and con-
trolling aU the agencies. . 

• The Bible Presbyterian a.urch places it. ~­
phasis upon a spiritual fellowship, co-oper.tion 
among the churdles in aecordance with l1>e Word 
of God. The United Presbyterian Church, b&­
cause 01 ita powerful .y.tem of board. and agen­
cie. and the control which these agCllcies have 
over the life of Ilhe church. has become Irn" kly a 
power lui. promotional organization to support the 
agencies. 

that will'suppon the program endo .. ed and ap­
proved by the ec:umenu:nl leaders. 

• The Bible Presbyterian o.urch introduced the 
wotd "Bible" before "Preabyterian" betaUY. the • The Bible Presbyterian o.urch is a mission­
modernist _ fundamentalist controversy t h .. t ary church and in it. activity is seeking to main­
brought the church into existence centered around tain a toIlsistent •• eparntist position on the mis­
the Word of God The United Presbyterian sion Selds. It co-operates with the Independent 
Olurch has introd~tcd and accepted the word !3,?,1rd lor ~resbyt.ri~n FOreign Mis~ions ~d .has 
"united" because it is indicative of the ecumenical JOined the Issue aP;l0st the ecum~mcal mlSSIODS 

,movement's emphasis upon the ultimate union of • p~og;ram 01 the Unit~ !'resbytenan Church. on 
all churches. mISSIon field alter mIsSIon field. The UnIted 

Preabyteri3fl Church is using its "ecumenical 
missions" to help build the onC"world church. 

• The' Bible Presbyterian a.urth is distinct 
1'1 om other groups. including the Orthodox Pres­
lr;terian and what u called the Columbus Synod. 
which have refused to carry on a vij:orous. mil­
Itant battle in behalI 01 the histone a.ristian 
faith and the preservation 01 a Presbyterian min­
istry and church in this country which will be in 
keeping with th; Presbyte~ h;ritage. Th~ 
Untted Presbyterian <;I1Urch IS findmg that an in­
creasing number 01 people within its boundaries 
are relUling to support it financiaJ1y and are 
\ooking elsewhere foe Christian fellowship. 

• The Bible Presbyterian Church Is In a de6nite 
...... a lead ... in the historic separatist movement 
01 the 20th century. The Vnited Prelbyterian 
Olurch i. in a de6nite sense a' leader in the ecu­
meoitaJ movement of the 20th century. 

• The Bible Presbyterian a.urch is Il conles­
aiooaJ church, accepting the historic Westminster 
Co~les.iOD of 'Faith and Catechisms and .eeking 
to maintain the integrity of the conlcasion. The 
United PI'Csbyterian Church accepted the inclu­
sivist principle and has broadelled itself to include 
in its leadership in tIhe tninistry men who reject 
the most lundamental doctrines of the Olristian 
faitb. 

• The Bible Presbyterian Church consists 01 
congregations, lIIany of which have witbdrawn 
from the Uuited Presbyterian ' Church, gI.ving up 
their properties and sacrificing all to be loyal to 
tlhe laith ·once delivered unto the saints. The 
United Presbyterian o.urch has laid claim to all 
properti6, has caUt<! various congregations into 
civil court. and, without the approvaJ of the con­
cregations. included in their new constitution th. ' 
ltipu1ation that no church could seU ita property 
;without the consent 01 the preobytery. 

i • The Bible Presbyterian Church preaches the 
Goopel 01 salvation with its emphasIs upon win­
ninJ men to CIu isl It does not believe in the 
IOtiaI gOlpel. The United Presbyterian a.urcb 
places emphasis upon the social ll'05pel and a vari­
ety 01 gospels and has given aCUve support to the 
ait-in movement in the Soullh. has endorsed the 
recognition 01 Red auna. and has gone 110 lar as 
to declare that pea.celul coexi.tentC with Com­
munism is not contrary to Christian principles. 

• The Bible Presbyterian Olurch works en­
tirely through independent agencies and in its 
conatitution adopted Ilhe principle 01 states' fighta 
and decentralization, believing that presbyteries 
and ay1>ods abouId have no powu uoles. it is spe­
cificalJy granted in the conatitutloo. The United 
Presbyterian OIurch has developed an elaborate 
I7*m of implied powerl and has estabUahed a 
powerful. bureaucratic Iystem, with the denomina-

Involved in these difference1 ' is. 01 c:oune, the 
• The Bible Presbyterian Q1Urch is in Iellow-' demands 01 the Word 01 God. 

ship with the America!. Council 01 a.ristian • 'fhe Bible Presbyterians have taken their 
Churches and was one of the two denominations atan4 in refusing to have Iellowship with that 
that helped lound it. The United Presbyterian which compromises and which represents unb&­
o,urch is a member 01 the National Council of ·liel .. while the United Presbyterian Church has 
OIurches and give. heavy financial support ' to the appealed to what It caUs . the demands of God 
National Council in all 01 its activities. against the lin of disunity, and. ignoring tbe sin of ' 
• The Bible Presbyterian a.urch is in fellow- unbelief. and the opening 01 their churches to 

ship with the. International Council 01 Christian • thooe who do not believe or accept such doctrines 
OlUrches and has co-operated in the world·wide ," the verbal inspiration, ~ virgin birt~, tlhe 
conflict which the International Council 01 a.ris- - I>lood atonement, and the OOdiJy ~rredJon of 
tian Churches has led in behalI 01 the Christian a.rist. it has created a Laodicean church. 
faith. The United Presbyterian a.urch is a mem­
ber of the World Council 01 OIurches and its 
prominent leaders exercise great inRuence upon 
the ecumenical movement throughout the world. 

• The Bible Presbyterian a.urch uses the In­
ternational Evangelical.Sunday School Lessons In 
It. Sunday school teachings. The United Pres-, 
byterian Church u..... what it call. "The New 
Curriculum/' which maintains the position of neo­
orthodox and liberalism rather than that known 
as fumlame..tltaJist or conservative. ' 

• The Bible Pre.byttrian Church provides that 
local ton\l'rogation. may call their own pastors ' 
without interference. that they are lree and may 
withdraw lrom the church at' llfIy time, for ' 
reasons sufficient to themselves. The Unitedl 
Presbyterian a.urth prohibits a congregation'. 
withdrawing. Furthermore. no congregation 
may call a pastor without first consultation and 
approval 01 a committee set up by the presbytery. 
The denomination hal increased its control over 
local pulpit< In the a.urch, This has taken from 
the ministers their Ireedom and from the local 
congregation their independence 01 action. but 
it has been done in order to guarantee a ministry 

• The Bible Presbyterillfls believe tl,at their 
Synod church and church~ mUst prea.oh the Bible 
to the people and teach them the love of God 
as presented in tlhe Word of qoo. The 
United Presbyterian C h u r cit is ahiltioC Ita 
"';phuil more to include tradition, ,and ID the 
proposal for a union of four major Protestant 
bodi.. made by the present llated clerk, Dr. 

. Eugene Carson Blake, has indicated that it would 
be necessary to give· up the bistoric position of 
•• 14 .mt'Nfa and to give a more prominent p\aee 
to traWtton il a union were 20in2 to be CODIWD­
Ition'l highest court owning, directing, and con­
troUing all the agencies. 

• The Bible Preabylf:rian Church 'places ito em­
phasis upon 3 spiritual fellowship. co-opt:'. tion 

lamong the churches in accordance ,with the Word 
of God. The United Presbyterian a.urch. b&­
cause 01 its power lui system 01 boards an~ agen: 
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