"~ On the evening of June 30 1843 a committee
of the trustees of Wheaton College, oomposed of Bootors
Edman, MoCarrell, Fuller, Ironaido, and Mr. Fischer, met
with me. They had heard ocomplaints from certain members
of the faculty, from students, and from the parents of
students respecting my theological views.

The seesion lasted from 7:30 P.M. to 10 30 P.M,,
and most of the time was taken up by their attempt to
learn ny viewe and my attempt to explain them. I was
handicapped by what appeared to be the almost complete
ignorance of the historio position of the reformed ohurches.
For example, Br. Fuller was abruptly taken abaok when I L
told him that the Westminster Confiession taught the
dootinrc of reprobation,

B Although I argued that a position oarefully
set down by learned men and accepted by a soore of denominations
for thyee hundred years oould not 1c%itimatoly be called
extreme, I am confldent that they all regard reprobation
an% the foroordin&tion of sinful agts of men as incoredibly
extreme.

: Somo time was given to the conslderation of
the ztat&monts of studenta who had learned of Calvinism., I
gather that they think I am responsible not only for every .
absurd statement one of my students makes, but that . I am

&aleo responsible for a greal many absurditioa committed by

studenta with vhom I have never talked.

'~ ¥hen I raised the matter of the seoret
mcthed of dropping the philosopby major and the falsoe
statemente olroulated about me and gertain of my friends who are
outside the codlege, Mr, Flscher informed me that the o
committee had not Qome 10 disguss personal discourtesy.

. The oommittee took no aotion, nor did it
mako _any suggastiona. Mz. Fischer pcraonaliy suggested a ;‘u;
uorc cauxioua expresaion of viows.

I do not know whether the committes plana to
moot again or not. One of the members, I think it was
Mr. Fischey, intimated that if the situstion did npot
1§ rove, the txustnoa would be forged to do something or .

0 ex-,- :






Vecenbesr 12 1841 .

T W M. o AncGerscn
53 Trospect Street
pvever, Hew Jersey

SY dear wrd. Anderscn,

tour goou letter of Decexber & ndés just cowe to hana.
I was deeply wifected by your letier, and its centents

" D

have beccwe VYo ue & sabter of greot concern. When firast
your son camé to the campus I becuwe aegualnved with hiw
woeth in th: class reom wha in Caimsus 1ife. I notsd then
vhut ne had need of scne sujusinoents 10 1ife as he very
wulckly becawe pariisan in sowe of the difficulties
ensuing in the athletic departwent. After thut he secumed
e get along bvetter. I regrel very deeply his bscowing
involved in this present contrcversy cover theolopical
lggues.

I auw calliing your letter tc the attention of respounsiltle
individuals for thelr ccusidsraetion. I shall gre tly )
apreclete your continuved wrayers in cur behslf for
wisdon and guidence in these matiers, and of course also
for your lad znd sny others that ney be gc counfused.

with .rayer for ycu all &t home, lan

i

Sincereiy yours in Christ,

<

(®i:nmsd) V. R. Edman
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Maxrch 14 1943

Preecident V. Raymond Edman
Wheaton College

Dear Dr. Edman,

The following 13 my anslyais of the situmtion
in philosophy. Yhatever the decislon may be, changes will
have to be made in the catalog material.

 Vhen the netivn 1o at war, 1ts citizens, in an
effort to do scmething, often wsete their energies in uzelecs
undertakings snd sometimes do more harm than good. This is
porticularly evident in the genersl relexing of standarus.

War dees not alter the values, and should not
alter the atandaras of a liberal education. Though sone
young men mist postrone thelr studies, the oconditions of a
prison camp, for erample, by forcing one baok upon onele
inner resources, revenl the superficiality of a utilitarisn
program based on principles of ec-nomic detarwminism.

. A oollege shculd therefors make strenuous eficries
not to impoverish its curriculum. If, however, the faculty
is drafted, wnd replacements cannot be nade, the necegsary
reductions in ourriculum should be spresd evenly rather than
imposed on one department to the ngorandizement of others,
and the modus operandi should be the combination instead of
the annihilation of major subjects.

In the case of philosorhy at Wheston, in which
the ma{or requirements have been kept low to further o
brosd liberal program, it would be s strange irony if the
2billty of the instructor to use the tools of his subject
should be the cause of his being prevented from continuing
m2jor work.

- There is no objection to teaching four hours of
German, French, or Greek. As the number of the faoulty '



!
Dr. V. Raymond Edman rage two

ig reduced, each oneé remaining should be willing to assume

a fair aharxe of the burden. The peint of the present argument
is, however, that asouming four houra of a language does

not make a philoscrhy major imoseible.

Because of liberal ideals the required units
in a rhilosophy major number but twenty-une. 8ix of these
are ethice and theism. Ancient, Medieval, Hodern, and
Contemporary now give thirteen more. There are also offered
two two-year cycles amcunting to eight units. Beaides
thess, u first terw ¢f modern philosovhy, courses in the
Hellenistic age and in logic are in the purely eleoctive
group. Even if all this latter group were omitted, it
would still be procsible to offer z major in philosophy.

The tezching load for one term, with certain
changées in hours from the present schedule, could be as
follows:

Anoient or Madleval 3 hours
Modern or Contemporary 3 hours
Two-year cyole 3 hocurs
One other courase 3 hours
Creek 4 hours

1% tnours

Thus 1t is clear that from the arithmetiocal
ae ®ell ws from the liberal point of view, the dropring of
the philosophy major is not justified.

Yours very truly,



LAW OFFICES
1018 REAL ESTATE TRUST BUILDING
BROAD AND CHESTNUT STREETS
PHILADELPHIA HENRY PRESTON ERDMAN
JOHN HARPER _ ‘ 1007-1936

WILLIAM M. BUCHANAN : May 1, 1942
PHILIP B. DRIVER, J.

¥r., Gordon Clark
610 Howard St.
Wheaton, Illinois

Dear Gordon:-

I represent a Iennsylvania Corporation and also am
a member of its Board of Directors. Three years ago,
a mavter involving this corporation came to my atten-
tion and I investigated it rather carefully. As a
result, I came into possession of unquestioned evidence
showing that one of tie Board members was an embezzler
of the corporation's funds. With this evidence on-
hand, I called a meeting of the Board without notice
to the defaulting member, placed my evidence before
them and then was treated to a series of speeches by
the various members of the Board as to the firm, force-
ful manner in which the situation should be handled;
wiat each c¢f them felt about the defaulting nember,
winat an outrage it was etec, etc, etc.

We then called a meeting of the full Board of
Directors to give the defaulting member a chance to
give any explanation he cared to make. This he tried
rather foolishly to do, then I awaited the explosion --
which never took place. I rather enjoyed the discon-
forture of these strong minded fellow members of the
Board wio could not find a word to say and eventually
the task became mine to speak.

I realize I have given you ratier a poor analogy
in one sense because you are not being charged by the
Board of Trustees of Vaeaton College or by the Faculty
with any improper action. Your Board members, there-
fore, have more reason to be quiet at an open meeting
then in wmy case.

Assuming that the officers or the Board of Directors
have determined to sever your connections with the
college and assuming that I have any ability to
analyze the situation which is 1,000 miles from ne,

I would detfinitely come to the conclusion that the
Board members have been averaging out their silence
at an open meeting with a great deal of talk elsewhere
and that they have probably made up their minds to
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to find soue method of indirectly terminating your
teaching position at ‘Wiieaton College. Iven if they are
not trying to terminate your position, I believe that
they are.going to meke it distasteful for you to stay
at Wheaton College.

I believe your position in tne future would be
much stronger if you resigned from Vheaton College volun-
tarily. This, of course, you probably wouldé not want to do
until you first haa anotlhier position open. It would,
tlherelore, appear to e to be most wise to immediately
try to locate anotlier college whiich will be more -to your
liking, nov only in respect to tiie atmosphere but also
probably from a financial wviewpoint. ,

I do not know too well what the issues are between
you and the President and egistrar but ii' tiaey in-
volve & natter of principle cr honor, I am certain you
will not give ground so tioat it is noinlless for me to
give you any advice on sucih & question. Ii tae issue
is something else, sometimes a little give-and-take
will smootir out the situation, at least temporarily,
and time may be of some importance to you until you
can f'ind nmore satisfuctory surroundings.

I do not envy you your situation. Being responsible
to one person or one group for ail ol the work that you
do has its disadvantages. Personally, I prefer my posi-
tion being responsible to several hundred clients, no
one of wiom can have sufficient of my time or work to make
any serious difference.

I do not know that I can add much more to your
situvation excent to say thal your friends who know of
your ability and your moral honesty will undoubtedly
give you 100% moral support which, under some circum-
stances, is a helnp.

Tiie notions wiiich tiie residents of 'heatcn may heave
coacerning your Curisvianity are quite unimportant. 1In
criminal law, a man's reputation is important but nis
Cliristianity 1s a uetler between himsell and ils Creator
and his renutation one way or the otier is of but passing
nosnentg., I frequently am quite certain tiat fundamentally
you and I believe in the same thing.

Xeep your chin up.

Sincerely yours,
JH:em wé%gﬁz(/bq



\

610 Howard St. Wheaton, Il1.
Moy 1 1943.

Dear C1iff, Bob, and rBurt,

In reply to a letter from Cliff ur%ing me to
withdraw my total abetinence resolution, I think I owe &
statement to Bob ami Burt asince I regpect their judgment,
dealrs thelr advioe, and in the case ¢f Burt because what

I way say here will sound inconsistent with what I wrote him
proviously on thie matter. :

First of all, to try to make this lettsr a
1ittle more complete, I affirm my bellef in the dootine of
Chriatian liberty. Spurgeon asmoked, Luther drank baezr ( the
stinking stuff), and with the etatement prapared by the
commitles oOf nine on the matfer I am in comnlete agreesment.

, Furthermore I eympathlize, mors than the
seminary men imgge I Judze, with their unwillingness to
make even an aprarent concession to the Wheaton group,
the perfeotionists, the victorious life groupy, and that
type of people. I know very well that my resolution would
not change thelr attitude one bit toward us. The peonle
whom the resolution 1o simed a2t are good, humble Christiung
here and there who have been deeply grieved at our mees. It
is 5 faot that the students at Westminstar, and psrhups the
younger ministers, have gaid ond dene unjustifiasble thinge.,
Peop}e wlll no doubt always call us (as Burt so oautiously
expressed it to me) munbending." And our men must be ready
to taks 1t on the ohin. Guts are required., But I do believe
that acme of our number have scted unwisely even taking into
consldsration aither their youth, their more prominent position,
or sny and all congiderations.

No doubt all thia is granted. Now what am I
40 do ubout 1t. I wrote to Burt thut T f2lt I had put my hand
to the plough. But if it iz vexully the wrong plough, I should
turn back and be inconsistent. Sc let me be as inconsiatent
a8 possibles in thia letter, 1f for ne other reason than to.
get vour reaciions.

Vhatever I do will no doubt be mlsconstmued.
In fa0t the situation I face is so complicated that I cannot
construe my own conduct. To make thia clear will require
a few personal details. Xindly have patience,

The whole question of my right at Wheaton to
acquz:nt the students with the historie position of a lerge
section of Protestantiam has been raleed. The head of my
depurtment defines "cooperation® as requiring my compliance
with his theolcgy. .4 lot of it reminds me of our delightful
Prssbytery meetinge in the old church, exoept that there it
was more in the open. To be brief, I am oconeidering resigning,
though one or two of thr faculty whe know me a little more
intimately than the reat szy not to. But it gseems to me that
ny days are numbered no matter what. :



Henoe I must f£ind a new Job. Collegs or univeraity vositions
are scarce. There is just a possibility at one or two
seminaries, for example Raforned Episoopal. If T should turns
to ths miniatry, 1t woudl be just For ths job, wouldn't it?

As o matter of fact, about & year ago, I wrote
confidsntially and tentatively ¢ Wuolley about ths wisdom of
seeking ordination from Phils. Presbytery. The drawback of
course i3 that I lack certain parts of seminary work, the
mattsr would therefore have to be taken to the Gensral Assembly.
I dieliks the publicity of thie ocoures, and if denied would
dirslike it otill mers.  Then when I learned I was on the
Commsittes of Nine, I noatponed thie ides, and no on2 knows of
it vut Yoolley. I would be far mers in ascerd with our Church
than with any othsr. I greatly apprecicte Cliffta atatement
of @0lid contentament (recognizing room for improvement of course)
with our wset up. Yet, ocn acoount ¢f perncnal sonnsetions, I
gould get along with the R. Eo; and it might ssecmmx best, i
tecching in thelr seminsry, to znter their church. The '
requlrements are éasier, rnd no doubt they would acoept ny
acaderig work as the full squivelent of eaminsry work. Well,
you say, I am locking for a job, If T withdruw the xreszolution
and seek ordination in the OPC, I'm playing politics. If I
go to the R¢ E., I never hrd any convicticne of a reformed
nature. And if I leave the OPC for any rasaon, I am backing
out =nd doling dirt to my friends. The lnet sentence haz a
grent mensure of truth to 1t, aa Burt very kindly indiocated
privately to me at our last meeting. Vy lawyer friend pute
some emphagzia on this last point; the other things will be
sald, though I do not regard them a5 true,

There ore some minor consideraticns that you
think I ahould not even think of. I have all scrte of thoughts,
without necescnrily h-ving the right one yet. One of thece
iz the probeble fz6t thnot I aould be ordained in the R. 7.
church alm~ast at any time. But for the Phila. Presbytery to
a0t, ond then the G. A. would %ake at lesst until June
1943. Should anyone be ordained after he is forty? Thot sge
is bsd enough as it ia. purther, I have grave doubts that
the Pgila. resbytery would be willing to nmnke the oconcessione
I need. : .

To sum upt I cannot now see what Le morally
right, nor whet ia expediant for me. T¢ you thres I am
Fixakay disclosing the vhols situntion, subjective as well
as objective. I shall greatly appracizte your advice. You
will I know be cautious how you use this information. Whether
Bob ought to approsch Rian szbout my chsnces in Presbytery,

I lenve to his digeretion. I ought to tell Woolley at lenot
that I have indicated to you my thought of ordination, and
release him from any imposition of confidence on this point.
¥Will you, Bob, do that; my time right now is jammed full.

I am encloaing a tentative draft of wmy Teawons if I present a

- reasignation.

Cordially



JOHN HARPER

LAW OFFICES
1018 REAL ESTATE TRUST BUILDING
BROAD AND CHESTNUT STREETS
PHILADELPHIA HENRY PRESTON ERDMAN
1907-1936

WILLIAM M. BUCHANAN May 4, 1942

PHILIP B. DRIVER, Jr.

Mr, Gordon H. Clark
610 Howard Street
Wheaton, Illinois

Dear Gordon:-

I should be nearer Wheaton, Illinois or your situa-
tion should be much closer to Philadelphia, because I
do not have much confidence in the advice which I must
give on a situation which is so far removed and whose
details I awm not at all acquainted with. .

. For this reason, I hope you will not follow any of
my advice unless the reasons therefor appneal to you.

I gather that you have definitely concluded you
are going to resign as a member of the faculty of Wheaton.
College, and that your present problem is now one of
method. I can only suggest that you be very careful
that you do not go on the defensive as I believe it will
hurt your situation not only at Wheaton, but at any other
college where you may try to get a position. As an illus-
tration, I would suggest that the procedure of the faculty
be not described as "underhanded procedure". This in-
dicates that you are complaining about something that
the Board of Trustees or the Officers have done to you.
Again I have suggested that you cross out the phrase,"l
have been denied the right to acquaint the students" and
heve suggested the wording," An attempt is being made to
deny the students the right to become acquainted". Again
my position is to avoid language that you are complaining
or on the defensive.

I do not know that my substitute wording has com-
pletely accomplished thie purpose I had 'in mind, but my
general thought is that you are an employee of the college;
the officers and directors have the right to run the college
as they see fit without complaint from yow ' and your sirong-
est position is that if you do not agree with it, you should,
with dignity, step out. I most certainly believe that your
reasons for so doing should be set forth.

Enclosed I am returning to you your suggested word-
ing of two paragraphs of a resignation by you. I hope you
are able to read my scribbling. Twice I have used the
wording "Trustees" and I am not sure that it is the
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Trustees to whom you are referring. I have indicated
this uncertainity with a question mark.

You are angry and undoubtedly properly so, but.
do not show it any more than you must and be very care-
ful not to 4o anything which looks as though you were
trying ‘to "show up" the Trustees or strike back at them.
If you do and it becomes known, I am afraid you will
find your opportunities to find a new position much more
limited.

As for printing the letter and sending it to the
philosophers of the country: if your purpose in send-
ing it, and if the reaction oi' the recipients will be
that you, , with as much dignity as possible, stepped out
ot a situation which was against your principles, I
would send it. If, however, the recipients are like-
ly to get any idea tiat you have been given a "raw
deal" or that you are trying to shiow up Wheaton College
for what you believe it to be, I would not send 1it.

I feel the same witii respect to sendlng the
letter to the college constituency.

I am afraid tiat I cannot suggest anything else
which will be of any nelp to you, but you certainly
have my very best wishes and if I can be of ahy other
" service, by all means call upon me.

Simcerely yours,

JH:en

P, S. I have Jjust had my secretary re-read this letter
to me and in spots it sounds as though I was preaching
to you or being unduly harsh with your suggestions. I
did not intend to be; I am sure you will not take it
except as I intended; and I am, therefore, not going to
‘re-dictate the 1etter (wiich, brings a smile of relief

to my secretary's face). W



Carlisle, Mass.
May 4, 1942

Dr. Gordon Clark,
Wheaton, Ill. :

Dear Dr. Clark,

Thanks for all the information in your letter. 'I may
have occasion to use some of it to correct fasle notions.

It would be my judgment that it is best to wait and
see whether you hear from Pres. Wood. I am quite sure that
Tenney will bring up your name, and if Pres. Wood is at all
interested he gill undoubtedly get in touch with you.
| If I can be of help at any time, please let me know.

Sincérely in Christ,



THE NATIONAL BIBLE INSTITUTE

340 WEST FIFTY-FIFTH STREET

NEW YORK, NEW YORK

May
four
1942

Dr. Gordon H. Clark
610 Howard Street
Wheaton, Illinois

Dear Dr. Clark

I cannot tell you how sorry I am about the matters referred
to in your recent letter and enclosure, I have purposely
kept ignorant about such problems. I had no idea things
were as described, though I dld get a card from Ed Elliott

in which he hinted that the philosophy major had been dropped.

Neturally, without any further knowledge, and in line with
my policies hitherto, I would urge you to hold on as long
as possible and maintain as high standards as possible.

I wish we could offer you something here, but our‘budget
will not permit any expansion, and our salaries are extremely
small, even if there were a place.

I shall be praying for you and your family, and shall be
interested in all that concerns you.

Yours in Christian fellowship

/Ollver Buswell, Jriﬁ

President

job/b
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First, the philosophy major was dropped from the oatalog
without departmental recommendation, committee amotion or hé
facully approval. One cannct submit to ouoch ar-—unders umﬁn/'zanVf
kenZd procedure and retain self-reapszot. I am also at
variance with the policy of lowering graduation and
~ entrace requirements, and the lack of encouragement, not
to mention the positive handlionps, with reference to
scholarly productivity by the faculty.

Seoond, while the college has the undisputed right to
require & sincere adherance to the dootrinal position Gy q M4,
1 b ., X W s o .

stated in the oatalog, : h4ﬁrx.2¢/‘/ﬁf
Afdtrind--the—sbudents, either in olaas or in a student ap, F0ef,
oltb, with the historic poaition of the several Presbyterian "4c, ’
denowinations, the severalR Reformed Churches, the “Lg"/' 7
. Congregaticnal bodies, a large numbsr of the Baptist Qe **‘@ £
churchee —- in generzl the position of the greatest men ’“th “,
of the Protestant reformation. Cooyerationfin“&e!inmi\\\w%yﬁv ‘At/
as compliance with the theology of one or a fey individuale, b@ ys

a theology never adonted by any denomination, hor by : ML
Wheaton College. The unsuthorized imposition |Of e o

stendaxds, contrary to the historio oreeds of [Protestantism,
is on o par with the unauthorized dropping of |the
philosophy major, and its cause. :
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First, the rhilosophy major was dropped from the cztalog
without departmental rsccmmendation, committee action or
faculty apprOVal One cannot submit tc such an under-
handed procedure and retain self-respzct. I am also at
variance with the policy of lowsring gradustion and
entrace requirements, and the lack of encouragement, not
to menticon the positive heandicaps, with reference to
scholarly productivity by the fuculty :

Seoend, while the college has the undieputed right to
reguire a sincers adherence to the doctrinal position

steted in the catalog, I have been denied the right to
acqueint the students, either in class or in a student

clib, with the historic position c¢f the severzl Presbyterian
denowinaticns, the severalR Reformed Churches, the

Cengrs sgational bodies, a large number of the Bapti;t
churches -- in gener¢l the position of the greateet men

of the Protestant refornation.QDCOOperation is defined

es compliance with the theology of one or a few individuels,
& theology never adorted by any denomination, nor by
Vheaton College. The unauthorized imyoeition of new
standerds, contrary to the historic creeds of Protestantism,
is on @ par with the unauthcrized dropping of the
philosophy major, and its cause.

.. meammmx
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610 Howard St.
Yheaton, Ill.

May © 1942
Deaxr Bob,

#hen I was with you in April, I did not think
that things would develop so quickly. Had I seen ahead, I should
have discussed matters more at length with all of you. At the
present moment the outcome is gtill not olear. In your letter
of Nay & you refer to a letter I wrote to one of the students.

I gather from your remarks that he or you have misunderstood.
The only student to whom I write is Westlake; if you have anyone
else in mind, he:-has no letter from me. The letter I sent you
last was, and still is the latest news. Therefore your "perhaps
unreasonable suggestion® ¥iz., to hang on, is neither unreason-
able nor out of date. .So far as I officially know, I .can stay
here next year if I want to. I may be fired; I may resign. But
right now, I may ctay. L : : S

Unfortunately I must get advice from my friends
by letter, and it is a poor method. I have tried to remain on
good terms with Buswell. Regardless of MoIntire and Faith, I am
- positive that Buswell is honest and above board. Granted that he
has made mistakes in practice ana that his theologyis peculiar
in spots, I fear that many in our Church do not realize what
he was up against here at Whezton; and I know too how he defmnded
me when some of Bible Synod protested to him about keeping me
at Wheaton. So I wrote to him also for advice. He too said.
hang on. ‘ v

, I suspect that there is a student at Westminster
who get news shead of time and usually gets it wrong; for the
sald student wrote to an instructor here regretting that I had
been asked to resign. If Weotlake tells you anything, it will
(barring unclarity in my writing) be true, but one other young
man ccmbines e lively imagination with consiatently ppor judgment.

. So, I may stay, for all I know now. But is it
worth while to stay? It T oan beat the combination against me,
it may be worth while. The present head of the department may
retire, and I would have (?) a ohance to take his place. The
students here are earncot Christians, horribly ignorant, but no
aakx dumber than other students, May be I ocould later make more
progress. But at the present moment all this looks very
doubtful. Rather I judge that philosophy will be secretly
diecreaited (es has been done) and invisible restrictions and -
hindrances will multiply. Several intluential men on the
faculty urge students not to take philosorhy, ana then the
dear registrar shows how there is little interest in the subjecs,
hardly wérth continuing it. '

. What then? Find another college perhaps. probably
not a Christian college. Few students ever thinking of going
into the ministry. Perhaps I could get one student in two years
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%0 go to Westminster. Of course I could write articles on
Plotinue and show his eftect of Augustinianism. I am already
making my small way in the American Philosophical Assn with
Plotinus. I could achieve the distinotion of being a mediocre
Plotinian. It would be a relatively easy, comfortable, and

. enjoyable life; proviaed I could get a jcb, for colleges are

not advertizing for philosophers this year.

¥hut then? Tesch at Reformed Episcopal, or at
Gordon? Not bad perhaps. I could stréngthen R.E., help them
get out of the Federal Council. It would be enjoyable, I know
and like most of their men; and it would be definitely Christian
work. Plotinus would be laid aside; I could continue my
commentary on First Peter, study contemporsry religious thou%ht,
and live in Phila -- a distinet attraction. At gordon? W11,
I need a Jjob, and any port in & storm. Burt says that the
Pregident wants to make 1t more Reformed; I might even do some
good. - :

.—Oz_elsel_Eind_ﬂgghurch. That reguires ardi ion.
an W 's worst diplomat raybe 1 could- k a
hurch woi:;%Q*T"E?Fﬁ“thihszgp;;%iihOﬁt“ioo much bad luck (I
ould ochiwvince an independent group to enter the OPC. ourse
he group would have to be found first. It might hxae to|be

ounded, and that~would-be a harder job.
iore useful in a chy¥ch-.or in teaching is prOther considerphtion.
: or any light youkh:
thank you. ] EgX feel just now like Qe theology of crisig. That
is, my present decision (if it is T and not the Trustees gho -
eoide) will probably stand for, quite lkely, the rest of {my
ife. If a change is to be made, now is the time, and I want

11 the w 1 D
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Now for the resolution: I am delighted to
hear of your brother's church ccming in. Bradford wrote me
that his church has been favorable to Faith since 1837. He
thinks that the resolution would help him. And I must oonfesse
that, rightly or wrongly, I think the seminary men are woefully
blind to the situation. Xuiper sveaks of having a course
introduced to take care of the matter. In my judgment no course
on ethics is needed for this matter. Unless the professors
change thelr attitude, a couse will be no good. And if they
change their attitude, a course would not be necessary. But
what hope 1a there of the professors changing their attitude?
For thies reason I want to push the resolution. And I hate to
withdraw it for fear that the opposition will ralse such a
loud noigse that your brother's church, or Bradford's, will
be hermed. It bhinders the whole denomination to have a few
that argue in effect: don't do this; it is not expedient; apd
it is not expedient because we shall see to it that it xx nmakes
more of a stink than it is worth. Cliff wrote me an almost™
overpowering letter to get me to withdraw it, and maybe I shall
have toR, but it will be a bitter disappolintment. 8Strange as
it may seem 1in view of my experiences at Wheaton, I have
maintained a hope that the OPC could lead a considerable
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section of the fundamentalists. They need leadership,- and it
ought to fall to us. But to lead them, we must have their .
confidence. . . . Well, you can continue the line of thought
for‘yqurself.

Now for oTd

dea remained, and I droached it to [Wool
hen I pcatpdxed- it bgoause 1 xant.‘ to ae
f Nine. The on
8s in Whlch I

ination, I do ng :
a celerated the progyeas of thought] And now th;t t is time
“pettle some problrmé}»othér problems also miAht 88 well

will you there e ki

dly join wi h Yool y
(if he will) and présent the enclose

paper to the Philadelphia

P.S. John Harper, 1018 Real Estate Trust Bldg., southeast
corner of Broad and Chestnumt, knows all these details. In
explaining them to him, I made mention of you and suggested
that he sttend church once agein in his 1ife. A point of
oontact that I hope you can use. I confess I have not spoken
geriocusly enough to him.



510 Howard Street
Wheaton Illinois

May © 1242

Dear Paul,

n view of our friendehip for the past
ten years, and to conclude & matter that has been re-
volving in my mind for a little while, would you be
sc kind as to jcin with Beb Strong in presenting the
enclosed (self-explanatory) paper to the Fhiladelphia
Prestytery?

I should be greatly obliged if you
can consent to do this for me.

1f the Presbytery cares to consider the
matter, perhaps a meeting in the summer could be
srranged. It would be wCst convenlent, if perchance
the Coxmittee of Nine is continued and if I am still
on i%, to have these two meetings on successive days.
But such details will take care of themselves.

Cordially yours,



To the Presbytery of Philadelphie of
The Crthodox Presbyterien Church

Fathers and Brethren:

Although it is not usual for a person in
mid-life to seek ordination t¢ the gospel ministry, the
constitution of The Orthodox Presbyterian Church nakes
grovision for the possibility of certain irregular cases.

About two yeurs ago & minister of our
Church suggested ordination to me. At the mowent I gave
the matter 1ittle thought. The idea grew, however, and
recent events have completed a decision that was almost
formed last summer. Accordingly, while I have always
tried to serve God, now, from & desire to intensify or
particularize that service, I apply to you for crdination.

the most conspicuous irrepgularity is thet
of & seminary education. The Presbytery and the Church
will have to decide, along with all cther matters involved,
whether to acocept my academic work and private study z=s
the eguivalent of the regular requirements.

. Be assured that, regardless of the decision,
I shall, so far as I am able, actively advance the reforned
faith and support The Orthodox Presbtyterian Church.

Your brother in Christ



To the Presbytery of Philadelphia of
The Orthodox Presbyterian Church

Fathers and Brethren:

Although it ie not ususl for a person in
mid-life to seek ordination to the gespel ministry, the
constitution of The Orthodox Presbyterian Church makes
provision for the rossibility of certaln irregular cases.

‘ ‘About two years ago a minister of our
Church suggested ordination to me. At the moment I gav

the matter little thought. The idee grew, however, &nd
recent events have completed a decision that was almost
formed last summer. Accordingly, while I have slways
tried to serve God, now, from a desire to intensify or
particularize that service, I apply to you for ordination.

The most conapicuous ilrregularity i1e that
of & seminary educaticn. The Prsebytery and the Church
will have to decide, along with zll other matters involved,
whether to accent my academic work and private study as
the equivalent of the regular requirements.

Be aasured that, regardleas of the decision,
I shall, @0 faxr as I am able, actively advance the reformed
faith and support The Orthodox Prasbyterian Church.

Your brother in Christ

Lt Wfdeux

May O 1943



@alvary @rthodox Preshyterian Clpnely
WiLLow GROVE. PENNSYLVANIA

evr. Robert Strang, &. . n.
& PASTOR - WMay 6 ’ 1042

Dear Gordon:

You had indicated in my hearing that conditions
~were not too pleasant at wheaton, but I did not
realize what you were up agalnst until your letter
came, The treatment you have receilved in your work
and the demands that your department head has im-
posed are simply outrageous. Anyone knowing the
facts would entlrely sympathlze with your feeling
that matters were rapidly approaching the stage
~where the situation would have to be deemed intoler-
able, At the meeting of the Committee nf Nine last
night (present: Rian, Kuiper, Van Til, Thompson,
myself) 1t was mentioned that something 1ike a show-
down had occurred; the information came from one of
the students, whd had/P8Eeived a letter from you.
iy perhaps unreasonable suggestion would have been
to hold on as long as you possibly could at iwheaton--
for the sake of the students you would still be influ.
encing in spite of all restrictions, for the sake of
preserving an OPC testimony in that strateglc aresa,
etc,--but this latest development, which evidently
came right on the heels of your letter to us three,

' makes my contemplated suggestion out of order, I
take it. That fact directs me to address myself
particularly to the two questions of your resolution
and your application for ordination,

Before I turn to these subjects let me report
some of the things that were said last night about
developments at Wheaton, Van Til was especially out-
spoken in his regret at the course of events, He
paid ‘the highest tribute to your work out there,
pointing out that the wheaton group at vWestminster
1s at the seminary because of your influence and
that, whereasy he used to have to spend a large part:
of his time in the first ydar in rooting out Arminian
notions from Wheaton-trained minds, now, thanks to
you, the Wheaton men come Calvinists already, The
seminary fellows view it a= a great loss to their
own work that you are having such embarrassing diffi-
cultles put in your way a¢ to all but force you to
reslign from the Wheaton faculty, The whole church
will' groan at the news that Gordon Clark is seriously

conslidering leaving Wheaton,



Now about your resolution. I _gtill feel that
1t would be better not to presentl” I mean that I
feel the mame way even after reading your letter and
sincerely entering into the problem with which you
are faced as the one who brought the abstinence matter
again to the notice of the church, WNot to present
the resolntion might involve you in a charge of in-
consistency, 1t is true., But new factors have en-
tered that will make such a charge fall quickly to
the ground, This, for example: last night my brother!
church had a congregational meeting to vote on the
question of joining The OrC--I haven't heard from him
yot this morning,but after hils saying that both of
the boards of the church were unanimously in favor of
affiliation I have no doubt about the outcome--and I
wonder if we all ought not to feel that the new re-
lgtion thus established should be guarded very bten-
derly. Here as OP churches 80 1ls a very strong
church; we're thrilled to be thus reinforced; we
want them to get settled into the denominational har-
ness palnlessly, MNight not a big row on the abstin.
quention do harm at this point? Now it's quite true
that my boother is red-hot for an abstin, resolution,
but 1 should think that his zeal would now be even
stronger for the success of the new step in which he
had led his congregation and that he would be well
enough satisfied with something on expediency rather
than a bitterly fought-over abstin. resolution., If
my analysis 1s accurate and if the point appeals to
your thinking too, there could be no justice in
charging you with inconsistency or with seeking
personal advantage in withdrawing or not sending in
your resolution; and everyone would, I think, come
qQuickly to recognize the fact, 8o ivsay, since the
good of the church would be served and your own in-
tégrlity would not be In the least compromised, you
would do well to withhold the resolution, Gordon,

Now about your ordination, I think we could
put that through al11 right., ¥our prestige in our
group 1ls very high, All recognize that you have
selflessly served the Cause., If it 1a your judg=-
ment that you are now ready for the step of ordinatior
there will be mighty few who won't be ready to go
along wholeheartedly., I cannot think that anyone will
lmpugn your motives, Instead of that the men will.
rally around a man who has stood to his guns in a
~hard place of ‘battle, That's my judgment, As you

say, the constitutional procedure is vretty slow,



Calvpary Grthodox Preshyptertm lpock
WiLLOW GROVE, PENNSYLVANIA

Revr. Robert Stvong, K, T. 1.

PASTOR

If things have indeed come to a final head at

wheaton and you are under the necessity of making

a new connection quickly and you can do so better
attached to another group, I Bor one would under-
stand perfectly if you should make the change., W#ho
indeed wouldn't? With all my heart 1'd lament the
necessity and I'd certalnly do everything 1in my
(1ittle) power to obviate the necessity, but it would
be my last thought to reproach you abou£ the change
i1f 1t came,

All of this bolls dovm to a very brlef statement:
we're for you, Gordon, all the way and have the most
complete confidence in you; whatever you do, you'll
do because you think it's right to do and that's
enough for us,

Yours in the bonds of Faith and prayer--

Cordlally,

B+

P,8, May I add that my secret hope is that
you'!ll be offered a chalr at some Institution where
you can continue your great work of mdlding the
thinking of young men and women, How desperately
are men like yourself needed in the colleges and
universltles of today! I am fully consistent 1In
saylng this and in also encouraging you in your
desire for ordination.



Carlisle, Mass.
May 15, 1942

Dr, Gordon H. Clark,
Yheaton, Ill.

Dear Dr. Clark,

I can give only hasty remarks and reactions due to the
pressure of time. -

&8 for your choices concerning ocoupation I would sug-
gest that you follow your own heart. Don't enter the ministry
because of the pressure of circumstances--only if you feel
e real call which can't be turned gside. If I felt called to -
teach I would even leave the denomination if it seemed wise '
and necessary to do so in order to keep on teaching. If I
flelt called to preach I would first exhaust every possibility
of getting into the denomination with which I was most in ac-
cor%i theologically and ecclesiastically (I mean Church Govern=-
men .

As for presenting resolutions and hinging staying in or
getting out of the church on anything pertaining to such
resolutions, I can only say that that isn't my idea of the
church and denominationalism. The only reasons which ap-
real to me for leaving a denomination don't include such @n
one., It seems too much like the Bible Presbyterian business.
I don't think we have any right to leave a church because of
extra-Confessional differences.

I'm sure my remarks ddn't sound humble, but I mean them
that way. I just don't have time to write at length and
so must go right to the point. I hope you'll forgive me.

With all best wishes-~in Christ,

OQ/W' ~



May 19 1942

r. Allan C. Emery
King Oak Hill
Weymouth Heights, Masse.

| My dear Mr. Emery,

Your son, whom we enjoyed having with
us during his year at Wheaton, told me to be free to
write to him or to you, if occasion sheuld arise. There
is an ocoasion now.

Byt s¢ince I have not heard from Allan
for scome time, I fear that he wight be in the armed
forces. Therefore I have written t0 him but am enclosing
the letter with this to you, If he is home, I judge that
both of you will read it. -

Very truly yours,



May 19 1242

Mr. 2llzn C. Emery, Jr.
King Oak Hill
Weymouth Helghts, Mass.

Dezx Allan,

On onz or two cecusions you told me that
if I had any matter conoerning the college which I desired
1o present to your father ss trustee, I shculd feel free to
write to you or to him. In the present situation I think
%; 12 preper to write; it 1s the first time, and it mey be
e laat. :

: First en sccount of the situation must be
made. Owing to the war and to the budget it seems that some
retrenchments in the cellege must be nade. This possibly
affects the offering cf some "majors®™ in the curriculum. }
When the material for the present ocatalog was being prepared,
DPr. Thiessen told me that Dr. Edman wented to sse me about o
- the philoeophy major. I met Dr. Fdman in the hall and he
askea me to write a letter giving my views as to keeping or
dropping it. With one ¢f the young faculty men called into
the army, I was asked to tesch four hours of CGreek. In my
letter I showed how & philosophy major could be retained
even vhile I taught some Greek.

The next thing I knew the catalog was publighed
with the philsovhy major missing. There had been no depart-
mental recommendetion, no committee wmeeting, no faculty action.
It seers to me that all metters pertaining to the curriculum
should psss through the faculty. Therefore I asked in the
faculty meeting if thies were not the case, and how it was
that the cvhilosophy major was dropped without regular acotion. .
The faculty seemed %o approve of my views and instrueted the
administration committes (composed largely of the heads of
the departments) to discuss the metter and bring back a
recormendation., '

. In this committee meeting it became olear that
the war and the budget had virtuslly nothing to do with the



3 .

matter, for I hed some eighteen or twenty major students
while other majors had less than five.

The real reason came to light in several
aocusations made againt me. First, I was a Calvinist, and
Wheaton ought not to be known as 2 Calvinistic school.

Second, my students asked Dr. Thieesen embarrassing questionsa.
?hird, I gave my mcrz2l support to the Creed Club, a "disruptive”
group of students thrt meet to study the Ritle zs interpreted:
by the reformed oreeds. o

I tried to reply to these asccusstions. First,
I am a Calvinist. It is the dootrine of a dozen or more of
the finest svangelical denominationa. Wheaton is ostensibly
an interdenominativnal achool, and if Calviniem 1s persistently
attgoked (as it is), it ought to have nlso a sympathetic
presentation. Since I do nct have much time to dlacuss it
in claes (for the subject matter overlups only at intexvals),
I am happy that the students meet in the Creed Club to atudy
thc matter. I cannot attend very often, but I oertainly '
lend therm ny moral supprort.

- The second charge wasz that my students ask
Dr. Thiessen embarrassing quesiions. If this means that I
suggest that they go and ask him questions, the charge is
false. His students alac come to me and ask guesticne. When
they 40 80, I am neither ewmbarrassed, ncr d¢o I think he has
sent them t0 me. As a matter of fact, the students who know
me beat and sense the situation =gk D¢. Thiesaen very few
questions. -Most of the questione come from students who are
simply seeking information, and yet the students tell me
that Dr. Thiessen takes nearly every questicn as & personal
affront ,/ In one case, if the ntudents report correctly, =
girl whom I do not know, who never has taken sny work from
me, asked a question, and Dr. Thiessen scolded her till she
oried in class. : ‘ '

The third charge is of course along the same
general line. The Creed Club asked to use s room in the
New Dorm this year. They were granted permiesion. They
coninot & sober, digniried church service, with hymms, prsyer,
and what ig practically a asermon. The Dean, however, charged
that Calvinism was & sect and tried to put them out. They asked
to have the opportunity to spesk before the Committee on _
Student Affairas. I think that they were not granted permission,
but no furhter attempt was made to put them out. Far from
being a disruptive influence, they stand a good deal of
petty persecution. Calvinism ims misrepresented, I ocan say
even slandered in olasses, and often students take the cue and
- openly enear at the members of the Creed Club.

Finally, in the meating of the committee on
administration, in which these charges had been made against
me, Dr. Thiessen demanded that there be no mention of. :



a theologloal position different from his made in the
¢clasaes. And in particular, since I am in his department,
I must never disagres with him. Of course I am free to
believe ao I please, but the students must never ¥now it.

This dewmand is, I take it, a demand for
‘my resignation. It comes at a very awxward time of the
year, when it is difficult to find ancther position; and
I ar unwilling to reeign without acquainting some cf the
trustees with the reasons. If the trustees wish to enforce
the views of Dr. Thiessen and some of the others, that will .
settle the matter. But I wust remind them that Celvinism ‘
has been a noble and dowinant part of Proteestantism, wherens
Dr. Thiessen's theology has never been esdorted by any :
denomination and is only his persconal production.

These are the facts as I sec them, and I
ar writing this letter siuply for your information.

Very sincerely yours,






