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Dr. Gordon H. Clark
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Dear Dr. Clark:

Your letter of May 19th is duly
received, and I have read the letter which you en-
closed, addressed to Allan Jr.

. Allan has a very high regard
for you....and he enjoyed very much the fellowship
which he had with you and your family when at your
home during his freshman year at Wheaton.

The conditions which you mention
in your letter are certainly most unfortunate, and
I am very sorry. I plan to be at the Trustees'
meeting on Saturday, June 13th, returning home Sun-
day evening. I hope I can see you during that time
and discuss this matter with you.

. Would you like to have me write
President Edman? If so, should I quote from your
q;I.etter to me?

w

With best wishes,

Sincerely yours,

(0744

ACE :10 Allan C. Emspy—
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' May 35 1942
' Mr. Allan C. Emery - '
367 Summer S8treet
Boeton, yass.

.Bear Mr Emery, B
: ¥ith the exoeption of your omitting news of

.Allan, 1 an deeply appreciative of your kind reply to my
long 1etter of a few days ago.

LF ' Sinoe the administration oommlttee is to
diaouas my ¢ase this week, I belleve, and to report to the
faculty the following Tuesday, there may be soms point in
your writing to Dr. Edman, though the wisdom of guch a
roosedure is a matter for you to deeide. You may quote ny
etter. I tried to state public facts that cannot be denled.

‘ The reinstatement of the philosophy major,
howcver, - 1f the faculty deocides to reinstate 1t - will,
I fear, leave the basic provlem unsolved. A seotion cf the )
school holda that not merely must all of us aceept the
nine pointe of dootrine in the ontalog, but that, further,
no differences with the head of the Bible Department are to
be tolerated. I am one of another group which belivves that
othor views moxe in accord with historic Protestantism ahould
be sympathetiocally repreaented. It ia completely impossible -
for me to hear the reformed faith oonstantly attaoked without
saying eomething 1n 1ts favor. :

. ‘ . Sinoo this ie a matter of most b¢sio polioy,,v.
a claritioaﬁlon by the trustees, if you care to ask for it on
-June 13, would settle.the. perplexity of those who are interested.
It would be. & ple&surs to have the opportunity to speak with
\you during your viait at that Time. . ‘

Very truly yours,
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'war and finances required some retrenchment in the oollege; =

Ball and he asked me to write him a letter giving my views af

s June 5 1843
Rev. William R. MoCaxrell
334 S. Grove Ave,
Qak Park, Ill,
uy dear Dr, MoCarrell,

The other afternoon I phoned in an attempt

- to: make an appointment with you. TYour eeorstary at the

church said it would be better for me to write, and followingh
her suggestion I think it would be as well to 1ay before you :
here the matter I have in mind, and then if you care to :
to disouae it further, I am at your service.

Though this letter may seem long, it will
ultimately save time if I begin at the boginning.

N .~ When the members of the faoulty were proparing;"
the: material for the present college catalog, Drs Thieesen,

. the. ohairman of our department, told me tha ‘Pr. Edman wanted

to see me about the offering of the philosophy major. Apparently

and I was already helping out in Greek because one of the -
{oung men had been taken by the army. I met Dr. Edman in the.:

to Tetaining or dropping the major work. In that letter I '
showed one wey in whioh the major could be retained, and thore

- are othor poasibilities as- wel

The next thing I knew the oatalog was publiehed

.with the philosophy major missing. There had been no depart=i

mental recommendation, no committee aotion, no faculty approval.
The copy handed in for the catalog contained the major, but
someone had deleted 1t.v : )
ﬁm

- It seems elementary to me that all matters = -
pertaining to the ourrioulum should pass thro the faoulty..
To.say, ae has .later been said, that no definite method of: . .-
procedure had ever been adOpted for the dropping of a ma; or,,
ie.no0t a satisfactory exouse ‘for ignoring both the depariment:
and the faoulty. Therefore I asked in the faoulty meoting*A .




how a major could be dropped without regular aotion. The
faoulty seemed to approve my views and instruoted the _
administration committee to discues the matter and bring
back a recommendation. I have since heard that this :
seoret method of altering the catalog has been used before.

: Now a second factor enters the pioture. In
the administration committee meeting it beocame clear that -
the war and tie budget had virtually gothing to do with the
matter, for I had some eighteen or twenty major students
while others had less than five. '

} ‘The real reason came to light in segeral
aocusations made againet me. Their common core is that
I do not agree one hundred per cent with the theology of
Dr. Thiessen. There is no question of my acceptance of
the dootrines of the oollege as printed in the ocatalog; BT
it is a question of matters on which various denominations =
have long differed. And yet Dr. Thiessen demanded that
I express no disagreement with him. ' o

. You may remember that last year Dr. Hoffman
was dismissed from the college. I gather that the chief
cause of his diemissal was theological disagreement with
Dr. Thiessen. Now Dr. Hoffman was an Arminian; I am a
Calvinist. Dr. Thiessen is neither. He has a system of his

own never adopted by any denomination so far as I know.

: , This basic charge against me was subdivtdédfi5; 
into several parts, and I can go into them with you if you...
care. N - . ST

s At any rate, in the committee meeting I tried -
to reply. I aoknowledged, not with shame but with pride, my
agoeptance of the Westminster Confession of Faith: I really
believe it, it is not just a form with ne. Its dootrine is:
the dootine of a dozen denominations, and while many of the
are modernistic now, they have had a noble history. Further,
Wheaton is ostensibly an interdenominational school, and if "
Calvinism is persistently attacked, as it 1s, 1t ought also_
to have a sympathetic presentation. L

o  Therefore the demand to express no disagreement
.with Br. Thiessen is a demand for my resignation. I am e
unwilling to resign without acquainting some of the trustses .
with the reasons. If the trustees wish to enforoe the views ..
. of Dr. Thiessen, that will settle the matter; put it will

result in a Wheaton purged of Calvinists and Arminians alike.

T These are the facts and issueé as I see them,
‘and I am presenting them simply for your information. o

Very truly yours,




333

LAW OFFICES
1018 REAL ESTATE TRUST BUILDING
BROAD AND CHESTNUT STREETS

PHILADELPHIA HENRY PRESTON ERDMAN

JOHN HARPER
WILLIAM M. BUCHANAN June 8, 1942 1907-1936
PHILIP B. DRIVER, Jn,

Mr. Gordon H., Clark
610 Howard Street

Wheaton,. Iilinois
Dear Gordon:-.

I have your letter of June 5, 1942 dsking that
I pump you "full of wisdom and information”. This makes
a big assumption, to wit: I have both in sufficient
quantity to spare some. I'll do my best, but please
do not take my advice too seriously because I am too
far removed from the scene of battle to be much good as
an advisor. :

I do not see how you have the right to attend
a meeting of the Trustees or make any motion thereat.
Yet you speak in several places in the letter as though
you would be permitted to be present and argue your side
of the case., If you personally are not permitted to be
present at the Trustee's meefting, I do not believe Dr.
Edmen's handling of the motion at the Committee meeting
can, at this time, be interpreted as more than a firm
effort to prevent a decision on your status until a meet-
ing or the Trustees could be held when.the matter would
be decided adversely in your absence and therefore with
less embarassment. This would be in keeping with the
character of the man as I have understood it.

: On the other hand, if you are going to be per-
mitted to attend the Trustees meeting then Dr. Edman's
action at the committee meeting may indicate either (a)
he is out of sympathy with Dr. Thiessen or (b) he is not
only out or sympatay with Thiessen but is in sympathy with
your position in part. In either event, drive the wedge
between the two deeper if you get a chance.

. As I understand it, there will be two questions
presented to the Trustees (1) Do we want to keep this
fellow Clarke for another year? (2) Who is going to teach
the major in Philosophy? The first question will, as is
usual, be decided affirmatively, as a matter of ocourse,
unless some charges are made successfully, The burden
will be on the person bringing the charges and a motion
at any time to "lay the matter on the table" will be in
order; if successful, will end all discussion; and the
burden will not be met,
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On the second question, I doubt the Trustees will
consider it, but if they are willing to do so, let them,
rather than have the matter referred back to the head of
your department. Your chances on this question will be
better if decided by the Trustees rather than by Dr. Thiessen.

If you lose out on this fight and are asked for
your resignation, I do not know what to advise you to do.
There are two main factors involved and, until you are able
to evaluate them, I would stall. These factors are:

(1) Your position in trying to obtain

other employment. Normally a resignation
mekes 1t easier to secure other satisfactory
employment because you do not have to state
you were "discharged". How much welight this
will have in the case of a professor of
philosophy, you can Jjudge better than I.
Do not forget however that employment pro-
duces a monetary return year after year and
adds up to a large amount in the course of
years.

(2) Your chance of recovering salary
by a law suit., I cannot advise you what
your rights are under Illinois law. Here
in Pennsylvania, we have a very strong pre-
sumption that, in the absence of a written
contract to the contrary, an employment is
at will and may be terminated by either party
at any time and without notice. I should
think (without looking up any decisions) that
the employment of a professor to teach a course
or courses would be for such a length of

~time as the course or courses were to run
and that the ordinary presumptions of an
employment at will would not apply to your
case: A more important question would be,
when are you so employed? Sometime in 1941
you were employed for a semester or a year
which has now ended. Have you been employed
for next semnester or next year? If not,
you would have no right to recover any salary.
Under such circumstances the Board of
Trustees probably would not "fire" you
but would faill to renew your employment.
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When you are "employed" may not be

an easy question to answer in your
case, because there may be come

"gustom of the trade" involved (e.g.

if by the end of May you are not
notified to the contrary, the employ-
ment 1s understood to continue for

an additional term). When you are

free to do so, consult an Illinois
lawyer if you believe your legal rights
are important. Assuming you have legal
rights, do not follow any lawyer's ad-
vice in trying to enforce them unless
you are certain that the attempt will
not substantially affect your efforts
to obtain employment elsewhere. (Law-
yers frequently like to bring suits =-
it's their unconscious reaction to an
infringement of their in?ured and
innocent client's rights). You can
bring a law suit after you have obtain-
ed employment elsewhere, if it seems
advisable.

Having obtained advice on your legal status
and having determined the wisdem of trying to enforce such

"legal rights as you have, you may then advise the Trustees
whether or not you will resign.

. , Personally, I think that anyone who can
successfully maneuver the situation so as to isolate
the fundamental question for an unequivocal answer, who
can drive a wedge between his superiors and who can begin
to see a faint glimmer of hope in the situation doses not .
need advice. If you can't get a steady Jjob next fall,
come in to see me. Perhaps I can get some helpful hints
from you on how to solve some of my problems. My con-
gratulations on the Jjob you have done so far,

The best of‘luck and remember me to Ruth,

Sincerely,
JH:em




June 37 1942
Bear.Ed,

o ‘ "~ Your reocent note reminds me that I intended
to write to you about the time of General pssembly. It was
somewhat of a shook to hear that you were unable to go, and
I hope that you are putting a great distance between you 5
and -any collapee. With eeseions of the G. A, extending into
the wee hours, 1t is good you did not attend. -

e The disoontinuance of the Committee of Nine
is quite a disappointment. On withdrawing my resolution I .
wrote to all who had written to me urging them to support
the Nine. B8ince it was not an administrative committee, and
oould merely report to the Assembly, the objections made .
againet it were preposterous. It will be exoellent if the =
Reformed Alliance (or whatever it should be oslled) can be
formed, anda perhaps the Christian Eduoation Committee has
been improved, but the account of the whole Aesembly in the. .
Guardian was rather discouraging. C

X The situation at Wheaton is somewhst ae
follows., Ur. Thiessen has made a powerful move to have - -
me ousted. It came before the trustees, and they appointed
& oommittee to confer with me next Tuesday evening. I _—
- expeot them t0 tell me that I should not mention Calvinsiem '

in class, nor continue the Creed O*ub. I do not eee how -
1 oan acoceed %o either of these requests. I ehall do some
oounter-attacking of my own. The President 1s not so whole-
heartedly in favor of Thiessen either; maybe he would like
us to balance each other off. But this is all guess work;
. I'LL write you later when I have definite news.

S In the meantime I am seeing what there is
to be done if I find myself outside looking in. I intend
to.ocanvass the field of ocolleges, but there are very few
positions open. ‘I know one excellent young scholar who
looked for five years and has found nothing., If I should ' -
find a position, even at a good ealary, I am not sure that .
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I would again be oontent in a secular institution -~ in
spite of conditions in a so-called Christian college. It
1s possible that Bod Rudolph could get me & place in his
seminary, particularly if and vwhen Wailee leaves. This
pight make it seem wise to enter their ministry. Or I
might, after ordination, take a church. I have mentioned
ordination to a few of my friends (Strong, Smith, Goddard,
Rudolph), but there are no OPC's, and besides the procedure:
toward ordiantion in our church would dbe long and doubtful

-in my cese; there is a small RE ochurch I could poesibly

gev.

- Smith and Strong urge me.to hang on here
ag-long as poszible. Smith even suggested that I do not
send out a proposed tract, The Disobedient Missionary (see
Westlake), but even if the tracts were not anonymous, I

do not see that they oan get me in more trouble than I am ,

~in now. And I do not relish the notion of kesping quiet.

It is distinotly a question of Christian ethics how quiet

. 1 can ‘'oonsoientiously be. I have tried to limit myself
%0 the Westminster Confession, and the result is that I am

considered "extreme.® Other Presbyterians do not believe

the Conf. as I do, therefore that proves I am extreme. E% o,

B You.onée had s hope of a oollege for our
ohurch, or for the Refomred Alliance. Of course there is
Calvin College. And there is the ever present question of

finances. Ana perhaps your hope has gone the way of dreams.

But, since I am thinking of everything poassible these days, .

‘1 gave this a thought too. Here 1s a very minimum plen:

FLE One man, twelve hours a week, twnety four
credits a year, teaching three years of Greek; one man
Yeaching sixteen oredits a year of Germen and eight of o
history; one men giving sixteen oredits a year of English B
and eight of history; one man twenty oredits of philosophy;
one man sixteen of Math and six of philosophy. This makes. -
five men and one hundred fourteen hours of work. It omits =
Physics and Zoology - these reguire expensive equipment and . :
oould be srranged for by transfer.oredit. This would throw::
the total offeringe over the minimum 120 hours for a four . .

- year course. If the salaries of the five men ranged from

3000 to 1800, that item of the budgest would be eleven or

twelve thousand. But I am afraid that the finanolal ocondition

of the country after the war will not be favorable to
independent colleges.

R ~¥Well, I sena yOu»the news next week. Take
care of youurself; don't let the brakes wear you down.

Cordially




Excerpt from a letter wriften to Glenn Andreas on
June 27 1942, by Dr. Edman

"Quite possibly there has gone abrosd a
misconception of the situation in regard to a philosorhy
major at Wheaton. For some years there has been a rather
marked decline in the enrollmment in that department. Under
the ugcertsin conditions of war days, we are expeoting khx
teachers to branch out into other fields familiar to them,
if there shculd be need. At the time the catalog was
published, it was.uncertain as to just how much philosophy
could be offered, in view of the fact that Dr. Clark
is helping with elementary Greek. As sgoon as rossible,
this uncertainty was oclarified; and on recommendation of
the adminisetration, the philosophy major has been continued.
M




.~ 'On the evening of June 30 1943 a commitiee
of the trustees of Wheaton College, oomposed of Bootdrs
Edman, MoCarrell, Fuller, Ironside, and Mr. Fischer, met
with me. They had heard complaints from certain members
of the fagulty, from students, and from the parents of
studente respecting my theclogical views. :

' _ The session lasted from 7:30 P,M, to 10:30 P.M.,
and most of the time was taken up by their attempt to -
learn my views and my attempt to explain them. I was
handicapped by what appeared to be the almost gomplete .
ignorance of the historic position of the reformed ochurches.
For example, Dr. Fuller was abruptly taken abaock when I
told him that the Westminster Confiession taught the
dootinre of reprobation,

Fho _ Although I argued that a.position ocarefully "
set down by learned men and accepted by a soore of denominations
for three hundred years could not legitimately be called '~
extreme, I am confident that they all regard reprobation C
and the foreordination of sinful acts of men ag Iinoredibly

extremeo. :
. : Some time was given to the consideration of

the statemente of students who had learned of Calviniem. I
gather that they think I am responsible not only for every .. .
absurd statement one of my studente makes, but that I am S
also: responsible for a great many absurdities committed by
students with whom I have never talked. SRR

- e TWhen I raleed the matter of the seoret
method of dropping the philosophy major and the false .7 -
statements oiroulated about me and gertain of my friends who 'are
outside the oodlege, Mr, Fisocher informed me that the LA
committee had not oome to disouss personsl discourtesy. = |

L "The committee took no action, nor did it;;;L ﬁj
make any suggestions. Mr. Fiecher peraonaliy suggested a . -
moxe gautious expression of views. S AT

sl I do not know whether the committes plans to,  ti
meet again or not. One of the members, I think it was =~ "
¥r., Flsoher, intimated that if the situation did not - L
Amprove, the trustees would be forced to do something or S




610 Howard Street
Wheaton Illinois

| July 1 1943
. Dear Bob,

. . I have owed you a letter for a long whils,

The reason for the delay is that I expested the trustess

1o have something to say following their meeting on June

13. They said that a committee would meet with me on . ,
June 30, So I waited again. In the meantime other little
items have come up, and we are in for a long letter; so o
it might be better not to read on unless you are comfortably
seated with nothing to do. : : o

L To rehearse my own troubles. As I said
philosophy as a major was dropped without departmentai
recommendation, committee action, or faculty approval.

When I brought the matter into the open at a faculty
meeting, the faculty referred it to the Administration
Committee. ' There Thiessen charged me with being an
extrame Calvinist (he is a moderate Calvinist, denying -

- 8xplicitly most of the five points, the historiec position

~on the nature of the inoarnate Christ, and making false
. quotations from Calvin in order to disoredit Calvin), :

- and -demanded that I never express disagreement with him..

At a second meeting of the &x Administration Committee

Br. Edman, the president, ruled that the discussion must
'be confined to the merits of a philosovhy major as suoh.
Thiessen tried to make another speeoh against me, but

Edman  just shut him up. The major was restored. Edman o
‘told Thigssen that any personal matters could be presented -

td'thg trustees.

..o A committee of the trustees met with me ~ -
1ast night, and I am enclosing a carbon copy. of my report = -*.
0f the meeting. Even Pavid Otis Fuller, who holds toa
great deal of Calvinsim, and who has edited soms of Spurgeon;
was dumbfounded to hear that the Wsstmineter Confession -
taught reprobation. The others have had less opportunity’
for knowing the reformed position. It seems to me that =
their idea of extreme, "hyper-Calvinism® is anything they =
have nsver heard of before. Thelr ignorance defines 'extreme.'

. : : ~The net result,I take it, is that I am
.supposed to behave myself for a year, or else. They were
very polite, even personally friendly in the whole thing. ,
But their whole. background is so limited that they are AT
eimply unable to understand the historic reformed position.
They think they are more than fair and just to tolerate S
. on-the faculty one with my views; the idea that I have a
right to express them as much as Thiessen has a right to
express his, seems to themmerely absurd. . '
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. This raises problems for me. Of gourse I
cannot hide my views; nor can I control students whom I
teaoh, let alone studente I have never met; and it will
alwaye be poesible for Thisssen to get students and parents
%0 complain about me. 4 few of the faculty do their best to
prevent students from taking my courses 33 though there
are on the other hand some very fine people here.

: In the fall, then, I expect to ocircularize
the colleges to discover whether there is a position in .
- philosophy. ' Remembering that Ruddick looked for five years
and found nothing, I have very little hope in this direction.
And if I should find even a good position, it would be in
& place where I could influence practioally no one entering -
the ministry. It is for that reason that I consider a place
in your seminary as the most satisfactory solution to the
situation. And as to details, if you would attend to the
matter at the proper time, I can teach the following:

Firet year Greek, courses in exegesis (I have gone over
Romans several times, and Gal., I John, and I Peter; I
hopre to write a commentgry on I Peter for adult Bible -
classes), philosorhy - inoluding ethics, theism, and a
course I have been working up on scontemporary religious

views - modernism, humaniam, ethical idealism, religion

of 'science, agnosticism. It ought to be possible to
construct a full schedule out of all this.

: o By the way, to change the subjeoct, I have .
" been reading recently The pypology of Soripture by Patrick

Rakxkuxn Fairbairn. It is excellent; try to find time to

look through its two volumes. -

- -~ A day or two before your letter of June 15
arrived, we heard that Culbertson was coming to Moody. I
-have been pleased to tell some Moody people that they arse B
-very fortunate,vut I am far from pleased that the RE church .

‘18 losing his services. I always felt that he was one man .

on whom you could depend, and a man who oommanded the respeot.
of the whole church. Who will take Culbertson's churoch? =
There is one bright spot in the whole situation: it paves the
way for your election as Bishop. Perhaps Higgins oan oarry on

for a.while, but I suppose he will shortly need a coadjutor, . .

and you are it.

L There is one point in your letter that was not’
¢lear; you say that you want Trotter back on the seminary
board. How did he get off? Pid someone have to resign in
order to elect a new treasurer? '

: _ I gort of smile at the offer of the PE to
reconsider the ratters before their 1879 council. But there
are two matters that puzzle me. First, why are they so
anxious about you? They seem very persistent. Second, how
much sentiment is there for them in the RE church. Wwhen
I had lunch with Cloak and Arndt they mentioned someone

R R LS £ PRV
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in your churoh, perhaps young Sonne I forget, who had gone
PE, but their tone gave the impression that it wae not at
all disturbing. Of course Arndt could hardly have ranted
against the PEs the first time he met me, nor even Cloak
had much reason to ccmplain, but the tone seem to indicate
some i indifference.

I wrote to Arndt a few weeks ago, stating
agazn ‘that I was willing to undertgke a new work if they
.gould find a suitable place and were willing to back it.
He replied that some (I don't know how much) canvasaing
had been done, but that no place had appeared zs yet. Our
own church has not the finances to back a new venture so -
remote from other groupe and without a nucleus. '

And this leads me to another problem: ordinatiun.
First, I go on the assumnrtion that I cannot stay at Wheaton -
much longer and that I want a position that is more christian
tak than secular. 7To tide over a time during which I may
have no teaching position, or to combine presaching and
. teaching, ordination is something to be considered. Your
ochiirch. attracte me for several reasons; undoubtedly I ocould:
‘easily get along with men like Buetard, Percivel, James,
Steck; it is too bad about Cloak, gonne, and Trotter. I
have no objeotion to the Prayer Book; any objeotion would
rather be to the church requiri 1t, I would prefer to use
it without being required to doc so. Then another point that:
inclines me toward you is the inertia of men like Van Til .
and M.F.T, Even Jn Murray is better on the whole than they -
are. .This past year I was on a Com. of Nine, and the
two above were merely obstructionists. MFT objected to
everything proposed; I hardly believe there was a single ,
matter of whioch hs approved; and Van Til objected to nearly -
everything. The two brought in & minority report heving the
committee discontinued. The more aggressive group won
something in the election of members (at Gen Aasembly) to .
the Xn Ed. Com; but I do not think that the Aseembly in toto
advanoced our work very arpreciably. This discourages me
with our church. Yet, when out here some of the faculty
and some of the trustees circulate false rumors about g
Westminster and its students, it makes me ashamed to think .
of leaving our church, rather I want to get further into .
the fight. Harper also suggested that going into your church
might look like leaving some of my friends while they are
being attacked and leaving a work I had begun. But I do not
think that anyone at W stmi:ster would think I had left
because it was being attacked. Some of them might get the
motives wrong, but not that wrong. I have talked this all
over with & few in our church since April, but they are
ochary of stating much of an opinion. Undoubtedly it is hard
for them to weigh all the items in the situation. I wonaer:’ﬁ
what you think of the OPC. Ought I to be discourageéd with
it. You once made a comment on the attitude of Cal cummings,,
He made such an extreme proposal at the Gen Ass. that their :




rejeotion of it led him to resign as ohairman of the.
Xn Ed Com. That was part of our gain. But there are too
many like Cal in our group. - _ ‘

One part of your letter, in contrast with
the above parsgraph, impresses me. very favorably That is,
the new work being organized in Jenkintown and Newark.

During June we had rain on nineteen days. I
wonder how it is at Dorset. The sugar rationing is typical
.0of bureauoracy: here in town one family of five got a total
of five pounds for canning, another family of five got thirty.
pounds; another family of four got three and a half; and I :
think we, got nine. The board seems to be run by labor. racketeera.

“This morning (Thursday July 8)the paper say
Sevastople has fallen and the germans are far into Egypt.
Oh me. A few more raids like Cologne would help, bus
apparently the British are not able to keep that speed up.
Another raid on Tokio wouldn't do any harm sither.

. For summer work, I em writing an article on
- Plotinus* theory of providence. The one on sensation is to
be publisked this month in.The Philosophical Revidw. . e

. Cordially




1317 1 Luwnt Shrd
. UAAA/\ Q/J/\?\a‘“m"%%
%WQ.\ 3,1 4t

Wy b Do, Clanke
o pet ey Yt lund
e thappecn € D Pbaerty eqin




T

w'LmeJj G“me '

- wwj fanm WW

5 WWM . Oondd O Con -
%W‘M'Mt? W

e \\MB‘“WM“’*Q L

Tt St
w@ % wh QMM
CQluk | b

Vg o Mbtin



OFFICE OF THE PASTOR
THE MOODY MEMORIAL CHURCH
1609 N. LA SALLE STREET
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS

July 3, 1942

Dr. Gordon H, Clark,
Wheaton College,
Wheaton, Illinois.

My dear Dr. Clark:

Since our interview with you the other evening I have
been much in prayer about the whole matter amnd have thought it
over a great deal, It finally came down to ‘this in my mind:
‘Would I as a father want either a son or a dauvghter of mine to
be exposed to the hyper-Calvinistic teaching to which you gave
utterance? I certainly would not. I should feel I was trifling
with the eternal interests of my child if I permitted it.

Our Lord Jesus was spealking not only of teachers but
of doctrines when He said, "By their fruits ye shall know them,"
and during a ministry of over fifty years I have seen some most
appalling frult from this type of instruction. It is so far
removed from the evangelical standards of Wheaton that I do not
see how anyone could consistently give it out in olass under the
sanction of the College authorities.

On the other hand, may I say that I felt greatly drawn
to you personally. Your frenkness, your geniality, your gracious
spirit as you responded to our questions made a deep impression
on my mind, and I cannot but hope that you will see the wnwisdom
of giving out your present views if you are retained at Wheaton.

I dmow that a number of parents are greatly distressed because

of the effect the teaching has had on their children, whom they
trust to Wheaton believing that they would return to them with
the same ardent spirit that they had when they left home; instead
of which they are now utterly indiffereant to soul-winning and have
faulty views of individual responsibility to God. ‘

I remember many years ago, when my own goul wag in deep
exercise over the Scriptural presentation of Divine Sovereignty end
Man's Responsibility, I felt myself inclined at one time to swing
to hyper-Calviniém, and at another to a modified Arminianism, such
as that taught by Finney. At that time there fell into my hands
& pamphlet entitled "The Sovereignty of God in Salvation,! by the
late F. W. Grant, which was a greater help to than anything I
haed ever seen up to that time, and to this my faith is anchored
to the truth it presents, I hope you will no™ think me presumptuous
if I ask you to read this article. It is still in print, but in
& volume with many other essays on Scriptural subjects, and I am
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asking the publishers to mail you a copy. The volume is entitled
"Leaves from the Book," and you will find the article referred to

on page 146,

I am not & philosopher. I am simply a plain preacher
of the Gospel, but one who has throughout the years noted with
some degree of care the effect of various systems upon the souls
of those, particularly the young, who imbibe them, and I am
convinced that extreme views on Sovereignty are hurtful and not
helpful, at least in the majority of cases.

Faithfully yours in Christ,
¢

HAI:ELD —
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E“cerpEj from a letter frown Dzx. Harry A. Ironside

- to Gorflom H. Clark, dated July & 1943; after & discussion
of Elek¥icn and Renrobatlon £S given in the Vestminster
Confession, ATrt. ITI.

"Since our interview with you the other
evening I have been much in prayer about the whole matter
end have thought it over a great deal. It finaslly cane
down to this in my mind: Would I as & father want either
a son or a daughter of mine tc be exposed to the hyver-
Celvinistic teaching to which you gave utterance? I
certeinly would not. I should feel I was tzxifling with
the eternal interests of my child if I permitted it.

" . . . It 1s so far removed from the
evangelical standeards of Wheaton that I do not see how
enyone could oconsistently give it out in olass under the
sanotion of the Ccllege suthcrities.

" . . . I cannot but hope that you will
see the unwisdom of olVlng out your present views if you
are retained at Whezaton.
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610 Howard Street
. Wheaton Illinocis

July 11 1842

Pr. Harry A. Ironaide
180¢ N. La Salle Street
Chicugo, I11.

Derr Te. Ironaiae,

: Sinoe I do not go to my muilbox in the College
every day during the summer, there has been soms delay in
replying fo your letter. In the meantime the book you so
kindly sen%, and for which I thank you, has srrived, and I
have read the section you indicated and other sections also.

. ' The author mekes sn attempt to combine
Celvinisw and Arminisnism. But since the former insists on
the necessity of the regeneration of the will (as well as of
every other part of man?, and since the latter allows sone
#piritual ability to remain despite the fall, I am unable to -
see how the two views can be reconciled. As to which view is
oorrcoet, one of the decisive Soripture passages, in wy
opinion, is Romans 3:10 ff. '

The day that your letter and book came, I also
recelved the enclosed leaflet. Three of our ministers prepare
1%, and with the young people 0f our churches they distribute
twenty to twenty-five thousand copies from door tc door each
month. The artiscle on the front page contains a Soriptural
reference wore consonant with our Ccnfession than is sny view
limiting God's soversignty. Nor can I agree that the leaflet
or the men lack evengellstic epirit.

. There is one sentence in your letter which hanm
implications that I am compelled to deny. Referring to my views
you write, "It is so far removed from the evangelionl standarde
0f Theaton that I do not see how anyone could consistently give
i1t out in class under the sanction of the College authorities.®

I am compelled, I say, to deny the implication
of dighoneaty oontained, howsver unintentionally, is this
sentence.

¥hen I was firet approached relative to the
poeition I now hold, I made it perfeotly elear that I was a
Presbyterian and that I ainoerely received and adopted the
Westminsver Confession. Moreover I read to the several men who
interviewed me the third chapter of the Confessiom, which
states exaotly what you heard me state the other evening. The
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deotrines of eleotion ani reprobation are nothing new;
they have been subsoribed tuv by sll the reformed churchee
from the beglnning. I wust thorefore positively affirm
that I did not uge cubterfuge in ohtalning ay present
pesltion. JNor did I ever supposd that the artiocles of
faith of the College were intended to exolude those who
held the standard Presbyterian dootrines. Those artiolsse,
it ascoump $0 me, ure intended to lnolude sovoral varietica
of Zwuugelioal Christisnity.

I am not payling thut you intended to imply
that I was or am dishonest. In fnot, after the other ovening
I ¢o not sao how such an idea could enter your mind. But
under the present oiroumetances, since the words themselvos
might be 80 taken, I ocarnot let the sentonce pase without
entering o categoricsl deninml.

Again let me thank you for your kindnoss
ard interest, If you have read the materiezl I gove you the
cthor evening, we osn no doubt agree in prayer that God
would lead the peoyle of our nation ond of the world to
rerentance and give them faith in Christ cur Lorxd.

Very respecstfully yours,




OFFICE OF THE PASTOR
THE MOODY MEMORIAL CHURCH
1609 N. LA SALLE STREET
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS

July 13, 1942

Dr. Gordon H, Clark,
610 Howard Street,
Wheaton, Illinois.

My dear Dr. Clark:

Thenk you for yours of the 1lth. No, I certainly
did not mean in eay way to impugn your integrity when 1
wrote as I did, but I am thoroughly convinced that hyper-
Calvinsim is not consistent with a true evangelical attitude.
Perhaps I should have used the word "evengelistic!" rather
than "evangelical,."

I think the great trouble is trying to stress
certain credal expressions. The Bible is neither Calvin-
istic nor Arminian ., Men have drawn both types of teaching
from it, but each by ignoring certain other lines of truth.
I think it would be far better if we could forget humen
statements and keep to the book itself.

Sincerely in Christ,

' A - (3‘;”‘-1 g B '
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G. A. ANDREAS
RURAL ROUTE ONE
CEDAR RAPIDS, JOWA

July 19, 1942

Dr., Gordon H. flark
Wheaton (ollege
Wheaton, Illinois
Dear Dr. 7lark:

Thank you for your very elucidative letter
regarding the situation at Wheaton relative to
your department and yourself. I certainly do
not blame you for looking for another school,

But it would be a great loss to Wheaton if you
were to leave, and do you really think you will
'find a sthool where there will not be opposition
to your teaching on the part of the faculty?

Of course a Christian University is desirable
and I wish you would please feel free to ecall
on me if there is any way in which I could help
in such a movement.

I have enjoyed receiving the tracts put out
by the Christian Literature Association and under-
stand they are written by yourself. Please accept
the enclosed check for $25.00 to aid in this work.

And by the way, this isn't even what might be
called 'USA' money, for I have my letter in my
pocket addressed to the First Crthodox Presbyterian

Church of Waterloo. Maybe Lowell will decide to
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RURAL ROUTE ONE
CEDAR RAPIDS, IOWA

Page Two |

go along with me when he gets back. Nothing in psrticulsr
happened to cause me to make this decislon. Just made up
my mind that it was impossible for me to continue sinning
against the Lord by remaining a member of the USA. And

as long as there is no local congregation of the OPT the
best I can do is join at Wsterloo.

Some, if not all, of the elders were shocked a bit
when I requested my letter. But I now feel that I am
really 1n a position 0 say what I really think about
the situation, and intend to do so. Rev, Blackstone and
the elders for that matter are quite willing that I should
remain active in the local aspects of the work of the ‘hurch
so long, as I tell them, as there is ~o OP% Church in
the city.

I pray that the Lord will lead you to make the right

decisions with regard to your problems at Wheaton.
Sincerely yours,

Glgnn
P.S. The figures you give for the enrollment in the
Philosophy Depsrtment seem almost to make the contents

of Dr. Edmun's letter to me shocking.



Church Announcements for Sundey, July 26, 1942

The College has no affiliation with any church in the community,
~ but enjoys the fellowship and cooperation of the churches.: Students are
weloome to the regular services of the ochurohes in the community.

During the year church announcements appear as paid advertisements
in the Wheaton Record, and in view of the fact that this publication does
not appear during the swmmer the churches listed take this opportunity of
calling to the attention of the Summer School students the services for the
coming Lord's Day.

United Gospel Tabernacle
Professor Merrill A. Tenney
Supply Pastor

11:00 A.M. Morning Worship -- "God's Suffering Servent"
7:00 P,M, Evening Worship -- "The All-Important 'If'"
' - sermons by the Pastor

College Church of Christ
Rev. Evan D. Welsh, Pastor

9145 A.M, Bible Sghoql =- classes under exocellent leadership
11:00A.M. Morning Worship == "The Intention of God"

sermon by Rev. Ed. Henry
6300 P,M, Christian Comrades Club :

7:00 P.M, Bvening Service -- "Hath God Forsaken His People?"

Wheaton Bible Church
Reve J. A, Macaulay, Pastor

9:45 AJM., Btudent Bible Class
11:00 A.M, Morning Worship ~-~ sermon by Rev, John Linton,
- Evangelist, Philadelphia, Pa.
5330 P.M. Young People's Meeting on the lawn of the parsonage,
with refreshments, Speaker: Professor Merrill A. Tenney
7:00 P.M. Evening Service -- sermon by Rev. John Linton '
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Wheaton, Illinols
August, 1942

To@ie Board of Trustees of Wheaton Colleges

This 18 submitted as the report of the Commit.tea appointsd at
tho June mseting to investigate certain questions which had arisen with
respect to the teaching of Dr. Gordon H. Cla.rk.

" Your Committee met with Dr. Cla.rk and conferred with him at
langth gbout the questions which had srisen and particularly as to hd.s
pe ml beliefa in certain ﬂlcological doctrines. ' R

L Fe are glad that we can comuend his franh:\eas, and we do not
ﬁqusation his scholarly attainments or the intellecrbual quality of his
-teaching : :

e In--_most._respocts o do n'o't be-lieve- t‘hnt h‘i.a' .Chr,:!,‘s@ia.n beliefs
‘would differ waterially from those of others either of the faculty or of
the trustees. However, he holds certein views, originating with John
Calvin or with imitators of Calvin, which go beyond what we could endorse.
He carries ‘the truth that Cod is the original Being to the point where he
fronkly states that God is the author even of evily and he identifies the
sins which are commitied with Cod's plun, to the point, as we understand
him, of saying that God purposed that they should be coumitted. To his
mind these views neither alleviate the gullt of the sinnor nor the need
and’ duby of ‘preaching’ ri;,h’oaouaneas and snlvation. This situation may be
better understood if we quote a few particular beliefs vhich he holdsx

God decrees one man to bo a murderer, or adulterer, or an idiot,
God decrees some to heaven and some to hell. :
God is emotionless, unmoved.
God's love is a manifestution of H:Ls will only, not of His
= - affections (if any).
God ‘never loved ths non-elect.

L Dr. Clark teaches scme course or courses in which historic
theological doctrines are reviewed. Obvicusly information as to the pa.r-
ticular group of doctrinea zhich we have mentioned must'be included in such
a course; - and if Dr.: Clark is asked as ‘to-his personal opinion, he camnot
well avoid replying. _We.fesl that his opinions, and doubtless the agitation
of such views: by ‘eortein groups of students, have led in ¢ertain cases to
demoralizing deductions which Dr, Clark himself would deplore, for example,
in the words of a former student: 98ince God is the originator-of everything,
including sin, and He worketh in me both to will and do of His good pleasure,
then my sins are not sins at all but merely the worka of God in my life.
’Iherafore 1 shculd not be too disturbed by’ uy weaknesses,*

~To_yom‘ Comnittee, the deductions ave not entirely illogical, and
the views themselves are unsound and for that reason dangerous. Some of
your Committee feel that part of the error arises from an effort to expand,
by humen reason and dsduction, the doctrine of the person of God beyond what
18 definitely taught in the Seripture; and that to attempt to directly refute
such arror, ‘sinilarly might be to presume by hunan wisdom to develop doctrinea
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‘about God going beyond wha‘b He has ‘seon i‘it to revea.l to us,

. We~do not find that Dr. Clark's opinions differ materially from
thoae uhich he: frankly stated, and which were freely discussed,” when he was

' employed Bix'years ago. - They 'may not be, in themselves, opinions the mere

holding of-which: would: disqualify him for permanent. membership in our faculty;
but. we, feel that if their: active discussion cannot be avoided in teaching his

| ,presant ‘subjects; "'ultimately he should teach in other fielda or pla.n i‘or opéen-
B "ings el..»ewhere. B

Wa do ‘nob ocnsider i’o feasibla to i‘nlly aolve this problem g but
*gport to- you and deli\zering a -copy of it ta Dr. ,

l. Thut to ths lazgebt ert.cnt possible'he confine hia teach-\' g
éma“gieal beﬂefs ﬁhic.h 8

¥

3 Timt ho add that be by no means endnz'aes doductions frow

auch doctrines whioh have been made on such questions as personal responsi-
bility for siny the duty of missionary effort and evangelization, and the

duty of.. seeking *Lhe guidanco of ui'.he Spirit as. t.o problems both of conduct

‘and’ doctrine. e SR

e £ind that- the. situation hasg been intensified by the promulgation
sgical’doctrines by ‘& volxmtary group .of students known as

L Uhdonb‘bodly thiis group has regarded:Dr. Clark as a sponsor,
perhaps: nistakenly o'\, They have met regularly in & room providad by the

| college for t.he uoé of " atw..dent organizationa.

We fael that Wheaton as an undenominational Gollege ahould not be

o placed in the. poaition of apparently fostering doctrines which would seem
~id papersive-to-many-groups-of -orthodox Christians,  and-that-care. ~shou’l.d be

teken to avoid: loxma of bollege facilities for such purposos.

The dii‘f.‘icultiea of the situation will be considered in making up
¢lass schedules for the ocurrent year. VWe suggest patience and preyer that -

these problems, difficult aus they are, may be resolved in a manner that 'will
“ be-for the glory oi' the One for whose Kingdom the Colloge oxista.

Respectfully submitted,

Mombers of the Comaittee: (Signed) Hermsn A. Fischer

Mr. Pischer (S1gned) V.R.Edman
- Dr. Fuller '

Dr. Ircuside

Dr. McCarrell

Mre Nicholas



