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o/ ! February 15 1943
The Trustees of Fheaton College

ftheauton, Illinole.

Gentiewen,

With regard to the adoption, by the Trustees
of Whenton College, of the report concerning the teaching
- of philosopny and the douolrines Lhat God is a moust pure
epirit without body, parts, or pamssions, and that God
haa foreordained whabtwoever corea bto paas, I deelire to
make the following stuatements.

In general, the conditions lald down in the
report ars ocontrary to the conditions undex which 1
originally acoepted employuwent. The report states,
"ya do noct Ffind that Dre. Clark'a opinbons differ
materially frem those which he frankly stated, and
“shlech were freely discussed, when he was employed 3ix
years ago." I wade it clear thenthat if conditiona
guch as those contained in this revort were contemplated,
I would not ccnsent to0 teach here. The preasent reversal
of policy conatitutes in my non-legal opinion a breach
of the terme of my employment.

- The conditions as atated in the report are,
*1. That to the largest extent poseible he confine his
teaching to the stated subjeots, without advoocating any
theological beliefe which are controversial among
orthodox Christiane; 2. That if asked hie personal
opinion as to the group of doctrines im question, he be
frank but state the belief rather than expounding his
reaaons, -=- bheing equally frank in admltting his sue-
ceptibllity to error and that hls views in this respeot
have not been those of moet Christian leaders;®" Ny
reasons for refusing to acceprt these conditions are
the same now as they were nsix years ago, and involve
both academio and religio us principlea.

Acadeirically, these two reoomwenditiona to the
effeol that philoso hy be taught sithout stating my
rsascns for propositions of theodicy is the eguivalent
of requiring a mediocal faculty to teach medicine
withcut digouwssing the cauese of typhcid fever or
tuberculosis. Thia is a type o0f teaching with which I
aw unfamiliar.

On the ground of religious and moral conviction
the following points must be enumsrated.

FPivet: I reject the contentions of paragruph
8ix that sound deduction from Scripture ie 1l1lezitimate,
snd also that the apirituality of God and his foreordi—‘

nation can be neither supported nor refuted sJSimweigmiitinms -



by argument from Scrinture.

gecoud: To conply with reconmendation two would
e immoral. The effeot of cowpliance would be to peranle
students that tac twe doctiiaces in quostion ayre meérely
goie pereousl aberration, and would cbscure the signifiloant
fo0% that they were ibe vicwa ¢f the greatest reforners
and nave beca for more than threc huadred years the
ofTiclxl pouiticn of o score of dencalnatlons, ropresented
is this couutzry by the followiag:

The Tresbyterian Church in the U. S. A.

The Presiyicrian Caurch ia the U, 2.

Pae United Presbybecian Church of North America

The suscciats Frishbytecian Church «f North Awmexioa

The Aasoclate Reoformed Presbyterian Church

The Reformcd Tresbyterzian Churoa in Worth

Awsrica, Genszul Synod

Ths Orthedox Preatys.criun Churoh

The Blble Fresvytecsian Church

Phe Doinemian auu seravisu Erethrsa Churcihes

Third: The Scriptucres in many places (e.q. Acts.
2027 and I Tim. 3:18) requige the proclamation ot the
shole gospel. The diluted Chrlstisniby and the exmurg-ted
Diblo contazmplated in this report are aphorrent to me.

Fourth: By adopting this report the Trustecs
of Theaton Collcge have officially pronounced the two
doctrines in questicn "unsound" aud "dungerous.® Thie ls
an open ccndeamaticn of all reformed denominat ions.

Noturally I ouznnot supperi uu organization thot pronounces
all the obove mentioned Churches unsound aund dangerous.

_Fifth: To comply with these cunditions would
be to repudiste my vows of crdinetion to the eldexship.
The fagt thal cthers, sincs ths groewth of medernism in
sowe denominations, negleot to pexform their vows aces
net relieve me of xy rosponsibility e Almighty Goa.

For theze .nd eimilar reuwscus I am unalle to
gonply with the resulremente reccntly enacted by the
Trastees, ans I hersby resent wy reéalgustion from the
fuoulty of Wheaten Ccllege.

For the reausons that the College has made its
plenz §0 have sz teach for the Qurrond acheol year amwl
thet I have made siwilar plens, my resignation is ef{cciive
at tne cnd of the 18435-1943 schocl year, bul my senurse
ol the position until that time munt be sub jeot to the
agreevent I haa en thc alove wmatteras whon I was fivaed
employed.

Very truly yours,
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. ¥ebruary 16, 1943

The. President and
The Trustees of Wheaton College
Vheaton, Illinois

Gontlemen:

With regard to the adoption, by the Trustess ot Vheaton
College, of the report concerning the teaching of philosophy snd the
dogtrines that God is & most pure spirit without body, parts, or
passions, and that God has foreordained whatsoever comes to pass, I
desire to make the following statements. ’

In general, the conditions laid down in the report are
contrary to the conditions under which I originally ascepted employment.
The report states, %We do not find that Dr. Olark's opinions differ
materially from those which he frankly stated, and which were freely
discussed, when he was employed six years ago." I made it clear then
that if oondit.iona such as those contained in this report were con-
templated, I would not consent to teach here. The present reversal of
policy constitutes in my non-legel opinion a breach of the terms of
ny employment.

The conditions as stated in the report are, 1. That to
the largest extent possible hs confine his teaching to the stated sub~
Jects, without advosating any theologioal beliefs which are controversial
among orthodox Christians; 3. That if asked his persomal opinion as
to the group of dootrines in question, he be frank but state the belief
rether than expounding his reasons, = being equally frank in admitting
his susceptibility to error and that his views in this respect have not
been those of most Christian leaders;" My reasons for refusing to

. . accept these conditlions are the same now &3 they were six years sago,

and involve both academic and yeligious prinsiples.

Academically, these two recommendations to the effest that.
philosophy be taught without stating my reasons for propositions of
theodicy is the equivalent of requiring a medical fagulty to teach medi-
sine without discussing the cause of typhoid fover or tuberculosis.

This is a type of teaching with which I am unfamiliap.

On the ground of religious and morael conviction the follawing
points must be enumerated.

nro_;-z I rejeot the contentiona of paraegraph six that sound
deduction from Scripture is illegitimate, and also that the spirituality



of God and his forsordination can be neither supported nor rofuted by
arguzent f{rom Soripture.

Second: To comply with rocommendation two would be immoral.
‘he effect of compliance would be to persuade studeants that the two doc-
trines in question are mercly some personsl aberration, and would obscure
the ‘'significant fact that they were the views of the greatest reformers
and have been for more than three hundred years the official position of
a soore of denominations, represented in this country by the followingt

The Presbyterian Church in the U. S. A. _

The Presbyterian Church in the U. 8. ‘

The United Presbyterian Church of North America

e Associate Presdyterian Church of Horth America

The Associate Reformed Presbyterisn Church

The Reformed Presbytericn Church in North Americs, General Synod
The Orthodox Presbyterian Church

The Bible Presbyterian Church

The Bohemisan and Moravian Brethren Churches

Thirdt The Seriptures in many places (e.g. Acts 20127 and
.11 Tim. 3:16) require the proclamstion of the whole gospel. The diluted
Christianity and the expurgated Bible contemplated inm this report are
abhorrent. to me. ‘

. Pourtht By adopting this report the Trustees of ¥heaton College
have officially pronounced the two doctrines in (uestion "unsound* and
"dangerous.? This i3 &n open condemation of all reformed denominations.
¥aturally I cannot support an organization that pronounces all the above
mentioned Churches unsound and dangsrous.

Figth: To somply with these conditions would be to repudiate
my vows of ordination to the eldership. The fuct that others, since the
growth of modernism in some denominations, neglest io parform thelr vows
doés not relieve me of my responsidility 1o Almighty God.

' For these and similar reasons I am unable to comply with the
requirements recently enacted by the Trustees, and I heredy present my
resignation from tho fagulty of Wheaton College. o

, For the reasons that the Oollege has made its plans to have me
teach for the currsst sohool year and that I have made similar plans,.

oy resignation is effsctive ai the end of the 19423-1943 school year, but
my temre of the position until that time must be subject to the agreement

I had on the above matters when I'Wdp: firat employed.

Very truly yours,



ey,

Dr. G i, Clask.
. The College -

L .5\, dear UHOEW.

~.Your letter of February fifteen addressed to the
Trustees of the College and to me was presented at the latest
meeting ‘of the Executive Committee. By vote of that Committee,
your resignation to be effective at the end of the 1942-1943
school year (August thirty-one) was accepted.. The action of
the Committee refers solely to the resignation and does not imply
acceptation of the reasons therein stated. v o

Very sincerely yours,

ﬂwmum.# .
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linreh 16, 1943

Dr., J Qliver Bugwell, Jr.
340 Weot Fifty-Iifth Strect
New Yor k, New York

My dear Dr. 3Buswell:

Pressure of duties and possibili
keep me quite largely in this pe
there has not been opportunity ¢
your busy part of the world.

ies of government programs
Lt of the world, so that
or a visit with you all in

&
[
r

Your Ruth is a great joy and delight to us as she is
developing into a wvery excellent and enthusisstic spiritual
leader among the girls. ¥Tou would have rejoiced with us to
have heard her testimony during the days of awakening on
the cempus.,

Dr. Clark has ralsed some questions relative to tho conditions
under which he wns employed hy the College. iHe implied that

the material was familier to me. We have gone into the files

to securs such information, but find npthing relative to his
coming or conditions of his temure. We note that in the

catalog of personel files that you took in the summer of 1940,
there is one on Dr. Clark. Quite possibly that would contain
the information that I should have. I should greatly appreciate
your considering loaning it to me for the time being.

Mrs. Bdman adds her warmest greetings to mine for rs, Buswell
and you.

Sincerely yours in Christ,

(signed) V. R. Zdman

VRE :ah



March
elghteen
1943

Dr. V. R. Ednan
wneaton Colleoge
Wheaton, I1linois

Dear Ur. Rdman

The officlal record relating to Dr. Clark's appoinﬁmbnt to the
Theaton faculty will be found in the minutes of & meating of the
‘Executive Committoe of the ITiusteos held ‘sometime in Harch, 1037.

As I said in my letter to the Trustees asking for my personal file
nateriel, I have a great amount of correspondence with Drv' Clark

on verious theological questiouss’ You will Joubsless remember that
~he was brought to vheaton first us o visiting professor for one yoar.
He wes not at that time made e regular mesbor of the faculty, since

he was not clear about the premillonnial point in the platform of

the College. Early in the spriu; of 1337 he had camo to the pre-
millennicl position, and was thez nade & regular member of the faculty
by vote of the sxecutive Committee, as indicated above.

As in all such cases, the action recorded in the minutes of the
Trustees is the ful}iofficial record. e nover specified terms of
tenure when 4 porsoq’yus made a permanent member of the faculty.
Such terms were quite thoroughly discussed in the various works on
college administration,” and-were generally understood and acted upon
as cccasion demanded, 4

Dr. CI&rk's adherence to the doctrinal platforin of the College would
be evidenced by copies of the platform signed by him from year to
year and filed with other such documents .

Nothihécin ny filesfiﬁ any way modifies ithe above-mentioned records.

Thank you for you} kind word in regard to Ruth. Te arc remenbering
you and the College in prayer.

Sincerely yours in Christ

J. Oliver Buswell, Jr.
President

Job/b



THE NATIONAL BIBLE INSTITUTE

340 WEST FIFTY.FIFTH STREET
NEW YORK, NEW YORK

March
twenty-two
1943

Professor Gordon H, Clark, 2,.D.
510 Hovard Street
Wneaton, Illinois

Dear Professor Clark

I am enclosing horewith a copy of a letter received last
week from Dr. Edman, together with a copy of my reply.

I do not know what it is all about, but I thought you ought
to have these copies.

I assume that you have a copy of a memorandum which I sent
you in Mareh, 1937, notifying you of the trustees' action.
If you would not mind showing that to Dr. Edman, if you have
occasion to do so, it would relieve me from any criticism of
failing to be businesslike or failing to make adequate
rocords of business transactions.

lMrs. Buswell and I are praying for you and your loved ones.
We know that the all sufficient grace of CGod will always be
your strength.

Yours in Christiaggellowship

* iver Buswell, Jr.
President

job/wvd
Enclosures



March 23 1943
B -Président J. Oliver Buswell, Jr. ' ‘, | ' ¢

The National Bible Institute
' New Y()l"k, Nl Y-'

Denr Dr. Buawell,

. Thahk‘you for your recsnt letter. Asg you kuow .
(cf. your letter to mes of lay 4 1943), trouble for me has
- been brewing here. | : :

: Last Augﬁat o oommittee that‘haa investigavted -
me wrote s report with certain reocommendations. It lay ..

without any aotion by the trustees until laet Deocember, .

when the exeoutive oommittes, taling it up for the first™
time, adopted the revort end fizved we.  Then niter this -
delicate hint, it withdrew the 7iring svtion, reapproved
the report, and let me rvesign. Enolosed is a oopy of

my latter of reslgunation. ‘ : , :

" In it I ohsrge the trusteen with a breach of
oontradt becauee you, Lz2cn Umewson, Mre. Dyrness, and
Dr. Thiessen had a =measicn with we dlecunsing the third
chapter of ths Wentwminster Confeesicn whioh-expliocit
states the dootxine of reprobaticn, The brustess admit
that the matter was thoroughly discunsed. At that time
I made it olear that I would nob consent to acocevnt a -
position in Wheaten .if I could not &bt the seme tHime be - '
3 Presbytsrian. In evidence of which I ooculd yroint to °
the faot that during your asdwministiration no ocumolaint
was addressed to mo, on this subject or on any other..
Now the trusteca have alterel Lhe dootrinal poolition of
the college by an explicit condsmpation of chapliers two
and three of the Confession, cr more exactly an expliocit
- condemnation of the dootrine taught in those ochapters,
and they tried to oompell me to decsive the studente aa
- to historical fants, and I have reeigned.

. 0f ccurae Dr, Thieason, who doea not naruple to
-uge guotatioan that camnot be locsted and who reveranes
the order of historicnl events in order to make a point’
against Calvinism, anl sho without departmental meeting,

- committee mretiing, or faculty roticn, had the rhilosophy
major dropped from the ocatalog, cannot be expected Lo
remepbe: anything that would favor my position.

- I am asnsidble of your buainzsebehavior, of
your adequite reoords of transsctions; and I have always
appreciasted your above~board charaoter - a type .of :
character that Wheaton ought now to have at its head.

A



br. J. Qlivgr‘Buawell, Jre o -\ page two.
Th'e present hend of the mchdol,'undar the . - ?2

oGver of a oarsfully premrranged "vevival® resembling
a Buchmanito sonfessicn wmeciing, o revival that wee
thoroughly used for opublicity, Lrouvght in the
preoident of the Ommba U.S.4. seminary to recruit
cazndidates £8r that ohurch. ’

I trust that this information will bring J
you up t0 the current aituation. It 1t 1e not , 3
sufficiently full;, let me ¥knuw and I shall answer . ST
your gquections, : ' Co

Cordially youra,




- THE NATIONAL BIBLE INSTITUTE

340 WEST FIFTY-FIFTH STREET
NEW YORK, NEW YORK

March
twenty-six
1943

Dr. Gordon I, Clark
610 Howard Street
Wheaton, Illinois

Dear Dr. Clark

I should have commented on the regrettable visit of the
president of Omaha Presbyterian Seminary. I take it you
refer to Dr. Denise, I have somevhere a letter from him
stating that after having read the Auburn Affirmation

he saw nothing objectionable in it. °~ VWhen he said this
I refused to permit him again to recruit students on the
‘campus. I do not suppose Dr. Edmen knew of his stand on
that heretical document,

Yours in Christien fellowship

v Ml
. Ogiver Buswell, Jr

Preside

job/b



THE NATIONAL BIBLE INSTITUTE

340 WEST FIFTY~FIFTH STREET
NEW YORK, NEW YORK

March
twenty-six
1943

Dr. Gordon H, Clark
610 Howard Street
Wheaton, Illinois:

Dear Dr. Clark

Thank you for your letter of March twenty-third, I had not
read your resignation in the Guardian when I wrote you last.
I shell continue to pray for you and your loved ones most
earnestly, and-I am swe that the grace of the Lord will be
poured out for you abundantly.

I have never seen & copy_of the trustees' report referred to,
and for theological reasons I should like very much to have a
copy of it if you could conveniently send me one,

I did not know that the question of discussions prior to the
trustees! vote of Merch, 1937, had been raised, - Since it

is raised, could you let me know whether any deny that your
appointment was upon the unanimous recommendation of the
Executive Council (Dyrness, Emerson, Kirk, and I), Dr. Thiessen,
chairman of the department, concurring. I am quite certain

that this was the case. I feel certain also that the action was
taken on unanimous recommendation of the faculty. If this is
disputed, you would have a right to ask for copies of the faculty
minutes recommending your appointment and the executive conmittee
minutes confirming it,

On March 6, 1937, I wrote you, "Mr. Dyrness, Dean Emerson, and

Dr. Thiessen told me late yesterday afternoon that you and they
had reached a satisfactory working understanding. This is indeed
a great victory. If a misunderstanding had to arise, it is
providential that it came up at this stage."

In point of theology, of course I wish you could see that chapter
three of the Confession uses the words ordination and predestination
to include occurrences of which this chapter specifically denies
that God is the "author." This leaves plenty of room for Hodge's
teaching of a diff'erence between permissive decrees and compelling
decrees.



Dr. Gordon I, Clark - page two

Chapter three really does not teach reprobation, but preterition;
for the foreordination to wrath is distinctly stated to be grounded
upon the sin of which God is not the author. The foreordination
to wrath is never in the Westminster ctandards said to be grounded
directly upon God!'s authorship.

This is an old discussion between us, but one in which I wisl} :I

W 2ve been of help. .,Z.{-.-.A“:, /n;{//ﬁufft—; Z ol

With earnest prayer for you and all of your activities, I am

Yours in Christian fellowship

%ﬂfl Ter guw/;-:l, Jr. ; .

President

job/b



March 29 1943

Dr. J. Oliver Buswell, Jr.
The Naticnadl Bible Inatituta
New York N. Y.

’

Dear Dr.~Bunwa]1

S Ag you requeat J wrn sending you a ovony of the
report of the committee. Xindly return it to me. The ol
colleze did nct furnigh me with copies for dietribution, s
in £20%t Dz. Edman never hes shown me ccoy 26 1t was o Lo
finally adopted by the committee and later by the
trusteen., He cnly gave me a tentrtive report. I under-
gtanl that on the final r~port one word was ohanged.
Instead of maying that I tench that God in the author ' Tl
of sin, they uzed tha word 'originater! 'of aln, - e
. 48 you "will see Ly fblmcmnng through the usags of the TR
“word !authort! in the. Oonfension, 1t means 'approver.' o
Of occurae I do not held that God apnroves sin; on the : o
contary he nunirhee sin and muk%ss Lt the legal basis

of condevnation. k

i

: Haking ain the Legsl tnoele of condemnntion,
however, does not remove frow the Confesmion the
dootrine of reprobation. OCnd from all eternity
foreordained soms t¢ everlasting life and also forordained
gome to eternal desth. Head curLIuIly chapter three, =
seotion thres, If that is ndt reprobztion, then you

muat be using a definiticn I ¢ nct know.

i . . ..

As for perm&aeiva dsoreas, I have nover fOund
anyone willing to define permiassicn. ind Csloin himeelf -
shows the félly of trying to escape the te aching of" B
QQriptu.e by inventing permi' sive decrsea. Of. Institutes' 1
III xxiii 8 snd II iv, 3. ' ‘ : '

S It is always pleusurﬁblc to have a theologioal
disouuaion with you, btut tims irc short now:. Thz point
of the present. troublg is that I wade my positicn olear
when I'came heare, even submitiing 2. nublished article
on Determinism and Responsibllity,. and that no require-.
mente were wmade of me ‘beyond those published in 'the ,
catalog. Ths trustepa, at the firet meating in which
they discuseed my case, altered the doctrinal position
of the ccllega znd zire& mg. Then they reacinded the.
firing and hoved for my Twesigne $lon., It lcoks 'to me
like a breagh ct onntract. : -

Cordially yours,




!

 April 121943
pr. J. Oliver Buswell, Jr. - |

The National Bible Institute
New York?"ﬂ. Y. -

'Dear Dr..Buswell,

' « I take it that youxr letter of April & ls- ,
an admipéion ‘that I .wne employed on the uuderstanding - .
that my views should have an open hearing in the
collezge, and in particular that I was not employed
,eubgect,tOMany,muoh_?eatriotione as those. set down
- in the renort of the specisl ocommittes, later adopted

bg ghewexeoutive committea and by the trustees as a
.whole. S : .

: May I mercly repest that I had submittoed my
artiole on Determinism and Responeibility before my.
erployment; that I openly advoented Calviniem, both
during my yeor s Vieiting Profassor and aftor wy
eleotion to Assoointe Prufeszow; that I made olear to
you that if Dr. Thieesen's #ish to atifle Calviniem -
were to be grantud I would not sccept the appointment
to Whesaton. . Such in my mind were the terme of -
employment. Of ccurce $t wes 211 verbal «~ I thought
T gould trust men who were o vocal in thelr profenaion
of Ohristianity; if I had nuspected the true oharacter
of the truetees I would have asked for o written contract.
And I em elways resdy to ajmit that you kebt the terms
of the verbel gontract. I have no compluint to nake
against ‘you. -

‘  Your letter gives ie nnother cowplaint ageinst
the trustees. If they ropudiated the policles under
which I .was employed by dlemiesing you, they ought to
have nade the ohange of polioy kmomn to.the faculty. In
not .doing so, they moted, in my opinion, dishoneetly.
And I am quife oconvinoed that they are gullty of breach’
of oontract. If our converssations did not comstitute
2 contract, then there has been no contract At ell, for
- I vas employod Dby word, of meuth. There was no written
document signed by two parties. ' S

| ' Thank you for your kind regavds snd cnrrest
prayers. . ST

Cordially yours,




o

. \ " Qobenant ®rthodox JPreshypterian Chaecy ~ T
A OF THE ORANGES .
N 56 SOUTH MUNN AVENUE

EAST ORANGE, N. J.

RICHARD WILLER GRAY ' CHARLES A, FREYTAG
MINISTER . CLERK OF SESSION

{ . MATTHEW MCCRODDAN
N TREASURER

: July 9, 1943

Dear'Dr. Clark:

~ Although I have not wribtten to you before on
the subject of your relations to “heubon, I have been
intensely interested in the stand you have taken., I am
back of you one hundred percent. :

No doubt you have heard of the letter that a
number of us at General Assembly sent to the trustees of
the college. Pebhaps. you have not as yet seen Tthe answer.
I am enclosing it. I am going to comply to the request not
to circulate it. Hence, T should like to have you return it
to me. I shall also enclose a copy of the letter we sent.
You may keep that if you wish. They enclosed in their reply
2 copy of the report of the committee who investigated you.
5ince you have that I will not send it. ‘

My main purpose in writing you is to inquire as to
the nature of- your criticisms of chapel speakers., I heard
some time ago you criticized a speaker who lauded E. Stanley
Jones. This would be a little ammunition for a return letter.
Perhaps there are some things you might suggest that would
be of additional aid. -

You no doubt heard that some of the literature ot
of our Christian Education Committee was found in the waste.
basket of the college post office undelivered. It was in
two lots - forty and one hundred.

I regret the stupid action teken by the Philadelphia

Presbytery on your request for licenture and ordination., T
trust that the situation might be ironed out satisfactorily.

Sincerely,

<,



July 14, 1943
Wy dear Gray,

First, I went to thank you for your letter of July ¢ with its
enclosure (vhich I am returningl and for yowr interest in the matter., Your
letter cAme while I was away on a speaking trip, and heunce the delay in reply.

Perhaps it would be well for me to give you sowe af the baclkground,
ever if it requires o lengthy letter, And beceuss I (o not like to write long
letters, try to give the information to any others vho uight want me to write
it out again.

Dr. :Thééssen at the firet, vhen I came here in 1936, tiried to have me
stopped from preaching Calviniem, He failed. I was employed on the definite
vnderstanding that nothing beyond the platform was to be required of me, Ifyor
will read over the report of the committee that exsmined me last June, you will
notice that they admit my views had not changed since 1936, and that they were
well kuown then, and had been thoroughly discuésed. I claim therefore that ther
jmposition 6f the very requirements which I rejected in 1936 constitutés a ,ﬁ
virtual breach of contract. Dr. Buswell holds that legally the trustees have the
riqht to change any requirements and can fire a man for any reason at all, The
exact legality of the matter is not the point I am trying to make, It is the fact
that they have broken & promise end a business arrangement,

Dr. Thiessen spparently contimwed to scheme to get me out. But so laug
a8 Dr, Buswell remained, he could do nothing. After Buswell was fired ( ask the
trustees to explain thes! J-and ask hiow it is the two men vho were most promirent
of oll at VWheaton in a fight against modernism heve been forced out) Thiessen,
Dyrness, and Edman dropped the vhilosophy major from the catalog without a depart-
mental meeking, without a committee meeting, and without faculty approval. The
first I learned of it was from & student who had seen the printed catelog, I tried
to bring this matter to the trustees, but they categorically denied me permission
to say snything against Thiessen. 'I had brought the matter to the faculty. Bdnem
nut the matter off; and I reised the question three times in feculpy, and finally
after ebout three months, Bdman allowed the faculty to vote on the matter, and
themnjor was restored to &he catalog by faculty vote the very last faculty meet ing
in June 1942. In the three months no doubt they bod decided to. put me out.

' Glemn Andreas wrote to Dr, Bdman and asked what issues were involved,
Three days before the truséees committed examined we on my theological viewsfand
found they were the same as six years befope) Edmen wrote to Andreas and said !
“Quite possibly there has gone nbroad & misconception of the situation in regard

to a philosophy major at Wheaton. For some years there hes been a uarked decline
in the enrollment in that department. Under the wncertain conditions of war days
wé are expecting teachers torench out into other fields familior to them, if thae
should be need. At the time the catalog was published, it was uncertain as to just
how wmch philosophy could be offered, in view of the fact that Dr, Clark is helping
with elementary Greek. JAs seon as wossible this uncertainty ves clarified; end

on recomaendation of the administrotion, the philosophy wajor has been continued.¥

Note that this was the troﬁble three days before the trustees met to
examine me in theology.

Note further that as a matter of fact there was no marked decline in
the enrollment in philosophy. Xven the major students mnbered twenty vhen the
major was dropped; and yet majors with too or three students were kept in the
catalog. 4And it is distinctly false that it wes uncertain how nmach vhjlosophy
could be offered, For at least three wmonths before the catalog was printed, I
hed submitted a schedule preserving the philosophy major and keevning room for
Greek. TWell, just think over the facts,



Wow perhaps I should take up the letter Edman sent to you in rémwly to
the protest., 1In its first parsgraph it asks you not to circulate it. Thig is
in keeping with the underhancded prectices of the college. Circulation would
certainly hurt the college amony thoughtful people; T do not see that it wounld
hurt me at all,

The second paragraph to my wuiund is entirely false (except that they
know of no other faculty member excépt O'Brien), The trustees hede certainly
discrimineted against the Reformed faith, 4And the evidence is that they force
me oul and keep Thieesen who constantly attsclzs the Reformed feith., He attoccs
it even to the extent of making quotetion fvom Calvin which cannot be found in
Calvin, ané in twisting the sequence oif historical facts in Calvin's 1life; and.
In giving the iupression that supralapserianisw asserts that God foreordains
evil but that infrelap, does not hold that God foreordains evil. He denies that
man is dead in sin, but says that he is sick anmd must go to the drug store for
med icine; od inf, See Jewett--he kmows Thiessen's positions very well, You
might ask the trustees why I resigned, if the Reformed faith had the same welcome
as Arminianism. And how about the constant stream of Amminien chapel speakers,
and thealmost complete absence of Calvinists,

Third paragraph: the languesge of the rewort definitely requires me to
decéive the students, And I vwheh ebove 4ll thinges that you would meke a very
forceful reply to the charge that I am not in agreement with the ministers of
our church on the points involved;' I accept thomoughyy the third erticle of the
Confession., Read i1t over again. Then compare it with the cwmery of ny beliefs
ex worded Ly my friends the ememy. They asked we if I believed that God foreordsins
all things, Does He? I said yes., Then does ho ordain that someone is boran an
imbecile etc, The answer is that this is one of the all things and therefore, yes.
So they put in the report that God ordeins some to be born imbeciles. Is God
immmtable? I say yes, Are emotions upset in a calm stete of mind., I say yes,
es8 you can see in my ecrtéele on Intellectualimm in the Westminster Journal. Does
God have emotions? Of course he does ndt, There is no change in God's mind;
no succession of thoughte or states. And so they print that statement. And they
say these doctrines are unture and dangerous. They do not state in words that
they reject the Westminster Confession; they merely atteck every one of its
applications,

Four: no question of classroom procedure was raised in the committee
meeting. They vanted my views, How nmch time I spent on them in the calss room
vas never mentioned. But m y support of the Credd Club on Sunday afternoons caue
in for severe condemnation. And further, since when is thie problem of evil not a
part of the regular course in philosophy. They asked me to keep to my subject and
they order me not to teach my subject.

Paregraph one on page tmo comes in for the samme sort of comment., How
cen enyone be prepered to meet the unbelieving world withouw o position of predestinatbn?
And the end of the paragraph betrays their insincerity. Iree Methodists and othere
edvocete the second blessing., Baptists advocate immersion, snd some students fmn
Presbyterian homes are iumerced while at college; but more important tron these
two points is the condtent class room cttack on Celvinism by Thiessen and his
dishonesty in the prodedure, He moy attack me Lefore the trustees, but I nay nct
complain sbout him. I must deceive tho stihdents on Calvinism to its Jurt, and he
is free to deceive the students to its hurt., I suppose thet gives us equal rishts
to deception,

The wmiddle paragraph on page two is of cowrse so umch twaddle,
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nreaching the whole gospel; and so hey soy I em not interested in préeching the
gospelf, I am not spiritual because I object to Buchmanite confession meetings,
the was Bduen has introduced them; and so on.

The next paragreph vgein shows their unwillingness to come out in the
open., They want it all kept sechet, So nuch for their reply to your (mey I say)
inadequcte protest,

Yow as for chapel spealers end othiers vho come to tall to the FMF etc,
One of the latter, & C & MA man , spolke of ¥, Stanley Jones es o great man of God--
-of course we do not agree with his theology, dut theology is unimportant. ™y
half the chapel speskers stress the fact that theology is wninportent (except
Calvinistic theology, vhich is dangerous); and Rdmon in a conversation with Elwyn
Smith (4 former student) asserted that theology and true plety have Llittle to do
vith JEpIALEAALLEF] #h#h  emch other--certainly theology has no more to do with
tgpriituality! than does chemistry. Then too the president of the Oneha (US4)
geminory wes on the campus and furnished with a room to get students Yo his seminary;
though it has since been extinguished or something. Lindsey (instructor in Bible)
ig & USA mon end atleast a semi Barthian, But it is hard to get good evidence
vithout telting down stencgraphically the words of the various speskers, and of
course often their words are a little too vague to prove much in cofirt, The drift
however is unmistakeble. Edmen hes spent some reatier definite effort in cultiveting
the USA church; and the trustees can hardly deny th.t Buswellls fight against
modernism nad a good bit to do with his being fired. '

To come back to my own case; they speal of having tried to be helpful
%o me. The tentative revort of the committed was sent me, I wrote a vnrotest
sgainst its accuracy, The finnl cormittee report to the trustees was never given
to me, though I found out what it sald from another channell., The first tiwme the
report wos taken up for action bythe trustees, they fired me, Yote they terminoted
ny connection with the college before informiug ne of the contents of the final
revort end before informing me of their eacceplance of the report. Then after firiug
me, they told me they would rdiscind the dismissal end expected me to resign. Some
of the Yestminster men advised me to refuse and Le firéd over agein, Others at
Westninster, and a very good friend, a lawyer, said I might as well resign., I did
the latter: - I mey have been wrong, ut things were heppening fast, snd I chose the
advise that gz.z.veﬁ its reasons rather than the advice that was given without reasons,

Mr, Hamilton has Deen liere and has investigated the throwing awey of our
literatire by thie DPost office in the college. There is not sufficient evidence to
vprove that the girl did it under orders from above; but the postal inspector from
Chicago come out ond apparantly talked turkey to her and mnybe her superiors,

As for ny application for ordinagion, I wes cuite disturbed at the
refusal of the committee to bring wmy case before Presbytery; but I am pursuing
the motter-on the advice of Presbytery., That disturbs me more now is that Mrs,
Kuiper says (to people at ouarryville) thet I do not believe in miracles, and
therefore do not even believe in God. This, if she sald it a8 reported to me
by o person who claims she said it to her, is slender. I not only believe in
miracles--I Lelieve that every event in the Scriptures occurred exactly ss they
say they occurred, but I wrote a defenee of wmiracles in the Evengelical Juarterly
some years ago. For the record, I believe that Christ reised Lesarus from the
dead by calling out to him and by whetever exercise of power was necessary; and so
on with the loaves and fishes, the opening of the eyes of the blind, the Virgin
Birth, and all the rest., Now Homilton believes that Elijsh wes fed by Arebs
instead of ravens, This is a question of what the text says and whot pointing is

correct There may b
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mean I believe occurred, Most of the cases are not doubtful. hat I refused to
edmit before the commitiee was that these miracles viiich occurred weré the

ncte of creation. The 8cripiure and the Catechisu define creation as the woik

of the six days; there is no mention of additional acts of creation; therefore I-
do not see why it is necessary to ssert that &« wmiracle is a creative act, calling
something into existencs ex ailile, Therefore I classify miracles as works of
progidence, liow this is in strict econformity with the confession. The

Confession does not say that miracles are acts of creation. It speaks first

of God's ordineryf acts of providence and thenfcontinunes (chepter five, section timree, )
tyet God is free to work without, above, and eagainst them (means), et his pleasure.!
Therefore I would conclude that mirecles are extrsordinery acts of nrovidence,

There is this further to be seid, I am not sure vhat the framers of the
Confession meant by the word 'meanéd'. In the case of the feeding offfi the five
thousand, the five loaves and two fishes vere used eand they are therefore means,
In opening the eyes of theblind men, spittle and nud were used, and are therefore
mrens. In fact, I do not mow of a miracle in the Bible where mesns vere not used.
Strictly if God does something without any means at all, it is an act of creestiop
for in creation there is absolutely nothing but the word of his pover., Ifon '
the other hand, weans signifies & given law of physics, such as that of the-
inverse smuerce, then God can and I belkeve has accomplished miracles withoub
that means and contrary to it., What the word 'above! in the Confession means,
unless it is repititious for tagainst! or contrery to or inconsistent with,
I do not Jxow, And of course I cennot assert my belief in a phrase vhose
meaning I do not lmow.

But it should be abundantly clear from wmy article published sometime
vefore I applied for ordination that I believe and defend the position that
Christ turned five loaves and two fishes into o meal to satisfy a great wmmltitué
and that besketfulls were gathered up afterwerd, Téh  And you will note in the
article thet there is no question of pointing o Hebrew text, and that the modermd
jdea thet the boy brought out his lunch that his act insnired the others to take
out their lunches is tawdry dishonesty.

To be perfectly fair, I wish to say that I have not corrranicated with
Mres. Kuiper to determine whether she sald I Aid not velieve in miracles; I
learned of this report only teday; it comes from the or & person who says she
heard her say it. So if you repeat the contents of this letter, make sure that
I em not yet at least acouaing lrs. Kuiper of anything.

The committee also judged that I &id not have a cell to the ministry.
Yhether they were within their rights in maling such & judgment romains to be
geen, But I will not discuss the matter, except to say that I have in my own w&y
been preaching the gospel for the past six years at least, end it is thet that
has ot me into trouble. And I shall contimue to preach the gospel in the vay 1
can do it best whatever the commnltted, Presbytery, or General Assembly does or
does not do. I feel I could accomplish more if I were ordained,

That a long letter this hes turned out to be, Y¥ou will do me 2 gread
favor by giving the facts such publicity as you think they deserve, I have
nothing to hide, and vhile this letter is not composed in a literary ctyle £fit for
printing, you may quote it, show it around, and do whatever you want to.

Cordially yours,
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July#® 1943

My dear Gray,

Flrat, I want to thank you for your letter
of July 9 with its enclosure (which I am returning)
and for your interest in the matter. Your lelter came
while I wes wway on a gpeaking trip, and hence the
delay ih reply.

Perhaps it would be well for me to give you
gome of the background, even if it requires a lengthy
letter. And becavee I do net like to write long letters,
try to gpive the Informantion to any others who might went
ne t0 write it ocut agalin. ‘

Dr, Thieszsen at the flrat, when I ocame here
in 1836, tried to have e otorped from preaching Cslviniem.
He folled. I was employad on the definite understandirng
that nothing beyond the platform wee to be reoulred of me.
If you will reald cover the report of the committee that
exarined me last June, you will noticc that they admit
my views had not ohanged elnce 19385, and that they were
woell known then, and had been thoroughly discussed. I
cleim therefore that thelir imposition of the very require-
mente which I rejeoted in 193€ coheititutes a virtual
brench of contraot. Dr. Duswell holds thst legally the
truatees have the right to ochange any rejquirements and
can fire & man for any reamon ot all. The exaot legality
of the matter is not the point I am trying to make. It is
the fact that they have broken & promiss and a dbusiness
arrangoment.

: ’ Dr. Thiessen upprarently continued to scheme to
get me out. But so long ez Dr. Buswell remained, he oould

. do nothing. After Buowell was fired (ack the trustees to
explain that! -~ and ask how it is the two men who were
nost prominent. of all at Vhezton in & fight againet
modernism have been foroed out) Thiessen, Dyrness, and
Edman dropped the philosophy major from the oatelcg
without & departmental meeting, without a ocommittee
meeting, and without faculty approval. The first I
leanred of it was from & atudent who had ssen the printed
catalog. I tried to bring this matter to the trustees,

but they categoricall denied me permission to say anything
againet Thiesson. I had brought the matter to the faculty.
Edman put the matter off; and I raised the question three
times in faoulty, and finally after abcut tlhiree months,
Edinan allowed the faculty to vote on the matter, and the



major was restored to the catalog by facutly vote the
very last faoulty meeting in June 1843, In the three
months no doubt they had decided to put me out.

Glenn Andreas wrote to Dr. Edman and asked
shat issues were involved. Three days before the trustees
committee examined me on my theological views (end found
they wero the same as cix years before) Zdman wrote to
Andreas and sald "Quite poseibly there has gone abrosd
a miscunception of thc situaticn in regard 20 a philosophy
mejor st Wheaton. For some ysars there has been a marked
d¢eeline in the enrollment in that depsrtment. Under the
uncertein conditéans of war days, we are expesting
toachers to branch out into other fields familian to
them, if there should be need. At the time the catalog
was published, it waz uncaertain uss to just how much
vhilosophy could be offered, in view of the fact thut
Dr. CGlark ic helping with clementary Greek. As soon ae
voseible this uncertuinty woe clarified; cnd on .
recommendetion of the sdwinietration, the philosophy
rajor has been continued.”

Note that thip was the trouble threc days
bvefore the trustces met te exnmine me in theolegy.

Note furtner that as a matier of faot there
wae no marked dedline in the enrollment in phllosophy.
Even the major studests numbered twenty whon the maejor
wee dropped; and yet mejors with twe or three students
wers Xeps in thc oateleg. And it is distinctly false
thet it was uncertzin hew nuch ghilosophy ¢o ld be
offered. For at le:sl three months befors the catalog
was printed, I had submlited = echedule preaerving the
ohilosophy major and keepdny rcom for CGreek. Vell, just
think over the facts.

Fow perhups I chould teke up the letter Ediaan
sent to you in veply to the probeset. In its firet pars-—
graph it aske you not ic circulate 1t. This is in k oping
with the underhended practlioes of the oollege. cirouls-
tion would certeinly hurt the college among thoughtful
veople; I do not see that it would hurt me at sll.

The second paragraph to my mind ie entirely
false (exgept that they know of no other faculty member
except O'Brien). The trusteces have ocertalnly disorimintated
arainst the Reformed faith. And the evidence is that they
force me out and keep Thiessen who constantly attacks the
Reformed faith. He attacks it oven to the extent of
making quotation from Calvin whioch gannot be found in
Calvin, and in twisting the sequence of historical faots
in Calvins 1ife; and in giving the impression that
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supralapsarianiem aeserts that God foreoradins evil but
that infralap. does not hold that God forsordains evil.
He denies that man 15 dead in sin, but says that he ie
sick and must go to the drug store for medioine; ad inf.
See Jewett -« he knows Thiesmen's positicns very well.

You might ask the trustees why I resigned, if the
Reformed falth had the same welcome as Arminianism. And
how about the constant stream of prminian chapel spaakers,
and the =zlncst complete absence of galvinistes.

Third paracsraph: the languagze of the repord
definite requires me to decelve the students. aAnd I
wish above all things that you would make a very forceful
renly to the oharge that I am not in agreement with the
ministers of our chuxaeh on the points involved. I socept
theroughly the third article of the Confession. Head it
over sgain. Then comparc It with the summary of my
beliefs 35 worded by my frisunia the enemy. They asksed
re ¥ T helieved that Goé fareordains all things. Docs
hg? I said yes. Thern does he ordein that someone is
torn an  imbecile cto. The nnewer is that this 1e one
of the all things end therefora, yes. 8o they put in
tha report that God ordains some to bes born imbeclles.
Is Ged lmmutable? I asy ves, fre ezobtions upsets in a
calm state of wind. I sey yec, 23 you can gee in ny
artiocle on Intellectualiasm in the Weetni ster Journal.
Doee God have smotiongt? Of c¢iurse ho does not. There is
no change in God's mind; no suocession of thoughts or
gtates. And so they .mimkx print that statement. And
they smays these doctrinss are wntrue and dangerous. They
d0 not g¥ate In words thnt they vejoot the Weotrl. ster
Confession; they merely attiok every cne of ita applications.

Four: no question of classroom procedure was
raised in the commitites moeting. They wanted my viewa.
How much time I spyent on ther in the oless rocn was
. never montioned. DBut uwy support of the Creed (lub on
Sunday afternoons came in for severe ocondenwation. And
further, since when 1is tha problor of evil not a part of
the yezular oourase in vhilssorhy. They asked me to keep
0 my subjeot and they ordsr mg not to teuch my. subject,

Paragragh one on page two coues in for the
same sort of comment. HOw oan anyone be preparzl tc meetv
the ugbelieving world without a posltion of predesitnatoion?
And the end of the paragraph betrays thelr lnsincerity.
Froe Methodiste and others advooate the sooond hlessing.
Baptists advoocte imicersion, and sone atudents frow
Prebyterian hcemes are immersed while at college; but
more important than these figx two points is the oonstant
oclass room attack on Czlvinism by Thiessen and his dishonesty
in the proocedure. He may attack me vefore the trustees,
but I may not cowmplain about hin. I must deceive the
students on Calvinism to its hurt, and he is free to
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deceive the students to its hurt. I suppose that gives us
equal rights to deoeption.

The middle paragraph on page two is ofcourse
0 much twaddle. Evangelistic fervor 1s the very thing
the complain about in wy cszme. I am too interested In
preaching the whole gospel; and mc they say I am not
intercasted in preaching the gospol. I am not spiritual
beonuse I Sbjieot to Buchmanite confesalon meetings, the
was Edmen has introduced them; and ao on.

The next paragraph agein shows thelr uawillingness
to come out in the ¢pen. They want it all kept seoret.
80 much for their revly to vour (may I ssy) insdequate
protent. '

¥ow ag for chspel apeskers ond cthers who come
¢ talk to the FMT ste. Cne of the latter, a ¢ & MA man,
spoke of ¥. Stanley Jomes evs a great man of God - cf course
ve d0 not agree with hla theology, btut thoolopy lg unime
portant, Tully balf the chap2l speakers strase the fact
thet theology is wnilmpertent (except Calvinigtic theology,
which i@ dancerocus); snd ®dman in & conversafion with
Elwyn smith (e former student) aszaesrted that theology and
true plety have little to do with each other - certainly
theolcgy hes no more to do with tsepirituslity'! than
deoes chemistry. Then too the pregldent of the Omzha
(USA) serinery wae on the campue and furnighed with a
roorn to get students to his gerinary; though 1t has
eince been extinguished or momething. Lindesay (instructée
in Bible) is 2 USA ran and =t leact & mmsk geml Barthian,
But it is hard te get geod evidenoe without teking down
stencgraprhically the vorde ¢f the varioue sperkers, and
of courass often their worde are o little too vague to
prove muck in court. Tha drift howerveris unmistakeble.
Edman haz speat scme rether definite offort in cultivarning
the USA church; and the truntees gan hardly deny that
Buaswelltls fight agal:is t modernlism hed a good tit to do
with his being fired.

To come buck to my own oase! they speak of having
tried to be helpful to me. The tentotive report of the
committes was sent me. I wrote a protest againot its
acouracy. The final commitise report to the trustecs was
never given to mse, though I found out what it said from
sncther chennel. The first time the report was talien up
for aoticn by the trusteen, they fired me. Note they
terminated my conneotion with the colliege before informing
me of the contents of the final report and before informing
rie of their aocceptance of the report. Then after firing me,
they told me they would rescind the dismissal and expected
me to resign. Some of the Westmineter men advieed me to
refuse and be fired over again, Others at Weetminster,
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August 26, 1943

Dr. Gordon H. Clark
610 Howard Street
Wheaton, Illinois

My dear Dr. Clark:

. Mr. James E. Phillips, the Comptroller, has sent
me word that he-has a fund of seventy-five dollars given by
you, to be used for a reward for a short story based on the
Reformation. Notice of the competition for the prize will
normally be given again in the fall, especially through the
English and History Departments. There is the possibility
that you would prefer to withdraw the offer, in which case
Mr. Phillips' office will refund the money to you. I shall
greatly appreciate your advice in this matter.

With every best wish, I am
Sincerely yours in Christ,

N R

VRE:ah



3552 Elmley Ave.
Baltimore 1%, Md.
March 24, 1944

Dre Ve Re Edman, President
Wheaton College .
wWheaton, Illinois

Dear Dr. Edman:

Would you do me the favor of allowing me to quote, perhaps
in print, from your letters of last September and October? .. These letters
suggested that certain suepicions I had regarding the orthodoxy of Dre
Oairns were unfounded, and that you would be glad ‘bo present Dr.- -Cairns
" with a list of questions, and forward to me his answers. I would have been
only too glad 4o see Dre. Cairns get a clean bill of health in this matter. .
When the list arrived, you acknowledged it, but eaid that the business of
Homecoming was pressing, and that thinge would be delayed somewhate

If the ASTP program is canceled at Wheaton, would Dr. Cailrns
be retained? This question is beside.the main point, but if he were to
leave, no doubt the storm concerning him would blow over. But the real
point is this: can Wheaton afford to allow euepicione regarding the soundness
of a professor remain unchallenged? The mwan's case history is &all I have
to go on right now, but he has taught without apparent friction at an
institution where his fellow professors in ‘theology have thrown sound doctrine
to the windse .He might be personally sound, but unwilling to epeak out for
the Lord at.Omaha. Again, he might ‘have repented of such a course since ;
coming to Bheaton. If so, I would like to hear about, ite A hiatory profeeeor
is not a neutral someboiy. Nor are soldiers to be regarded as beyond the o
reach of the goepel in a history classroom.

There is an unhealthy fog over the East wing which 1 would Iike
to see dispellede fou are. in eéxcellent position either to anoint my eyes
or dispel this. - The panoply of Epheeians ie equul to this task. . ¥e should
have no zeal but that which is founded on the Word. Wnat is the good name
of the college compured to this? A curricuium which hae a strange foundation
should not be eyed with complacency. . <5L S S
In 1837 bhere was a aplit in the Preebyteriun Church, U.S.A."
Two churches of the same name continued side by side until 1870. One was
the "0ld School", and the other was ths "New School".. “oth churches had
the same constitution, and the same subscription formula. But there was a
huge difference... The men in the 0ld Schuol actually meant it when they
subscribed to ‘the confessional stutement. Thie was ‘not ‘always true in the
New School. After the Southern church split off from the Old School, the
two Northern Schools of thought mwade the mistuke of uniting. Hing illae
laocrimae. The New School, further corrupted into modernism, captured the
church, and their method of subscription is now the rule. It takes cloee
questioning to0.observe a man's position.  Of what school is Dr. Galrne?
And what if he did subscribe to Wheaton's standards? He has subscribed even
to better standards, doubtless. . Can you clear this matter?

Sincerely yours,

T ety A A - ‘BEE Lo ' :
. 3 . .
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THE PRESBYTERIAN GUARDIAN

DR, CLARK RESIGS FROM -
WHEATON COLLEGE FACULTY

ULING Elder Gordon H. Clark,
Ph.D., for six years professor of
hilosophy at Wheaton College,
Vheaton, . Illinois, has resigned from
that position. The resignation has
been accepted by the executive com-
mittee of Wheaton's board of trustees,
and will take effect at the end of the
current school year.
Dr. Clark’s letter of resignation, in
which he discusses the grounds of his
action, follows:. L

.. Fcbruary 15, 1943
The President and . .
The Trustecs of Wheaton College,
Wheaton, Illinois. S
Gentlemen: o
With regard to the adoption,” by the
Trustees of Wheaton College, of the re-
*port concerning the teaching of philosophy
and the doctrines that God is a most pure
spirit without body, parts, “or ‘passions,
and that God has foreordained whatsoever
"comes to pass, I desire to make the fol-
lowing statcments. : T
In general, the conditions laid down' in
the report are conttary to.the conditions
under which I originally accepted employ:
ment. The report states, “We do not- find
that Dr, Clark’s opinions differ: materially
from those which he. frankly stated, and
which-were freely discussed; when he was
employed six years ago.” "I made it clear
then that if conditions such as those con-
_tained in this report were contemplated,
I would not consent ‘to' teach here. The
present reversal -of policy constitutes ‘in
my non-legal - opinion a breach of the
terms of my employment. - 7
The conditions :as stated ‘in the report
are, “1. That to the largest extent pos-
sible he confine his teaching to the stated
. subjects, without advocating any theo-
logical beliefs which are = controversial
among - orthodox . Christians; 2. That if
asked his personal opinion as to the group
of doctrines in question, he be frank but
state the belicf rather than ounding
his reasons,—being cqually fe::t in ad-

mitting his susccptibility to error and that
his vicws in this respect have not been
thosc of most Christian leaders;” My rea-
sous for rcfusing to accept these condi-
tions are the samc now as they were six

years ago, and involve both academic and

religious principles,

Academically, these two rccommenda-
tions to the cflect that philosophy be
taught without stating my reasons for
propositions of thcodicy is the equivalent
of requiring a medical faculty to teach
medicine without discussing the cause of
typhoid fever or tubcrculosis. This is a

. type of teaching with which I am un-

familiar,
- On the ground of religious and moral
conviction the- following points must be
cnuincrated. S
First: 1 rcject the contentions of Fam»
gmph six that sound deduction  from
cripture is illegitimate, and also that the
spirituality of God and his foreordination
can be neither supported nor refuted by

+ argument from Scripture.

> Second: To comply with recommenda-
tion two would be immoral. The effect
of compliancc would be to persuade stu-
deats that the two doctrines in question

~ are mercly some personal aberration, and

would obscure the significant fact that
they were the views of .the greatest re-
formers and have been for more than
three hundred years the official position

of a score of denominations, represented

in this country by the following:

The Presbyterian Church in the U.S. A,

The Presbyterian Church in the U. S.
The United Presbyterian Church of
North America.

The Associate Presbyterian Church of

North America .
The Associate Reformed Presbyterian
"Church .

The Reformed Presbyterian Church in’

North America, General Synod
The Orthodox Presbyterian Church
The Bible Presbyterian Church

_The Bohemian and Moravian Brethren -

Churches .
. Third: The Scriptures in many é)laccs
(e.g.’ Acts 20:27 and II Tim. 3:16) re-

quire the proclamation of the whole gos-
pel. The diluted Christianity and the
cxpurgated Bible contemplated in this re-
port arc abhorrent to me,

Fourth: By -adopting this rcport the
Trustces of Wheaton Collcge have offi-
cially pronounced the two doctrines in -
question  “unsound” and “dangerous.”
This is- an open condemnation of all
reformed denominations, Naturally I can--
not support an organization that pro- -
nounces all the above mentioned Churches
unsound and dangcrous.

Fifth: To comply with these conditions
would be to repudiate my vows of ordina-
tion to the eldership. The fact that others,
since the growth of modemism in some
denominations, neglect to perform their
vows does not relieve me of my responsi-
bility to Almighty God. .

For these and similar reasons I am
unable to comply with the requirements
recently enacted by the Trustees, and I
hereby present my resignation from' the
faculty of Wheaton College.’

For the reasons that the College has
made its plans to have me teach for the
current school year and that I have made
similar plans, my resignation is effective
at the end of the 1942-1943 school year,
but my tenure of the position until that
time must be subject to the agreement I
had on the above matters when I was
first employed.
’ Very truly yours,

Goroon H. Crarx

‘- The following is the reply of the
board of trustees, accepting Dr. Clark’s
resignation. '

- Your letter of February 15th addressed
to_the. Trustees of the College and to me
[Dr. V. R, Edman, - President] was prc-
Sented at the last meeting of the Executive
Committee. By vote of that' Committce
your resignation to be effective at the end
of the 1942-1943 school year [August 31,
1943] was accepted. The action of the
Committee refers solely to the resignation
and docs’ not imply acceptation of the
reasans thercin stated. .

“ Dr, ‘Clark is a ruling elder and
member of Redeemer Orthodox Pres-
bytérian Church, Philadelphia,

"It is expected that THe PrEsBY-

* TERIAN GuarDpIAN will in the near

future publish further comment on
the important issues that forced Dr.
Clark’s action,

Reprinted from The Presbyterian .Gucrdian, March 25, 1'.943
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