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Professor Gordon H. Clark 
Department of Philosophy 
Butler University 
Indianapolis 7, Indiana 

Dear\Professor Clark: 

May 18, 1964 

Thank you for your letter of 
May 16. Identifying eoonomio determinism with 
historioal materialism is oommon and has been done 
for almost one hundred years. It is nevertheless in 
error, and the error has been pointed out and oontested 
by Marxists,ever since Engels himself specifioally 
d1d so. Some ind1cat10n of this distinction is offered 
in the first chapter of my HISTORY & REALITY,first 
pub11shed in book form 1n 1956 and reoently re-issued in 
a new edition under the title THE ERA OF MCCARTHYISM 
(Marzani & Munsell,N Y). 

The work of Brown and McDonald have 
"demo11shed" certa1n aspects of Beard's work--and muoh of 
that had been done before either of them wrote a word. 
On the Constiuution and an effort at an historical 
materialist,rather than a Beardian 6r teconom10 determ1n •• t 
approaoh,please see my essay "The Constitution" published 1: 
1954 in the anthology,LOOKING FORWARD,edited by J S Allen 
(International Publishers,NYC). The work of both Brown and 
MoDonald is oontested also by men like Staughton L~nd, 
Alfred Young and Merrill Jensen. 

You m1ght exam1ne also my own two 
volumes in a proJeoted l2-volume series--THE COLONIAL ERA 
(International ,1959) and THE AMEBICANBEVOLUTION(N.Y.,Inter· 
nat1onal, 1960;repr1nted 1n paper,1963). On the d1st1nct1on 
between the econom1o~"determ1n1st v1ew and the histor1cal 

mater1alist as applied ,pacif1oally to the U.S.Civil Wart 
see my monograph,THE AMERICAN CIVIL WAR,published 1n paper 
1n 19~2 by International Publishers. 

If you des1re further referenoes 1n 
ptherxh1stor1es~-1nolud1ng 1n Marx and Engels themselves-­
to the app11cat1on of the h1stor1oal mater1a11stconoept 
to speo1fio areas of h1story, please let me know. ,Allow me 
also to suggest an examination of part f1ve of the recently 
published READER IN MARXIST PHILOSOPHY,ed1ted by H.Selaam a: 
H.Marte1(Internat10na1,NY 1963). 

Cordially yours, 

f!k44. {Anf:lltbi 
Herbert Ap~~~~ 



The Amerioa.n Inotitute for Marxint Studies. 

May 18 1964 

Dear Profe~Dor Clark 

Thank you for your let1;er of May 15. Identifying 
eoonomio determinism with hintorioal materialiom 1n oommon 
and ha.n been done for almo nt ono hun(lred years. It ill never­
the leon in error, and the error han been pointeu. out and 
oontonted by MQrxints, ever since Engo1D himself did mo. 
Some indioation of thio dintinotion 10 offered in the firnt 
ohapter of my Hiotory and Reality, firnt publiohed 1h book 
form in 1958 and reoently reionuod in a new edition unrler 
the title The Era. of MoCarthyil?lm (Ma.rza.ni & Munnell, N.Y.). 

The work of Brown and MoDonal<..l he.vo "demolielged tt 

oertain aspeoto of Beard'n work - and muoh of that haa been 
done before,either of thcm wrote a word. On the Conotltution 
and an effott at an hintorioa1 materialist, rather than a 
15eardian or eoonomio deterldnlst approaoh, ple~.ae oeo my 
eooay The Constitut10n, publiohed in 1954 in the anthology, 
Looking Forward, edited by J.S.Allen (Intern'Jtional Publinhere, 
NYC) . Tho work of both Brown and MoDonald io oontented alno 
by men like Staughton Lynd, Alfred Young, and Merrial lJenru',n. 

You might examine aloo my own two volumea in a projeoted 
12-volume aeries - The Colonial Era (Intern3,tional, 1959) and 
The Amerioan Revolution (N.Y. Interne.tional, 1960; reprinted 
in paper, 1963). On the diotinotion between the eoonomio 
!latermlniot view anc.l the hiatorial materia11st as applied 
opeoifioally to the U.s. Civil Wat, Bce my monograph, The 
Amerioan Civil War, publinhed in paper 1n 1962 by International 
Publinhero. 

If you denire further referenoes in other hiotorieo, 
inclucling Marx a.nd Engel £3 themnel ven, to the a.ppllo~.t ion of 
tho hiotorioal materialist oonoept to Dpeoifio areas of 
hintory, pleaoe let me know. Allow me al no to nuggent an 
examj,nation of part five (If the reoently published Reader 
in Marxist Philonophy, edited by H Salaam 9nd H. Martel 
(Intern':,t lenal, NY 1963) . 

Cordi 9.11y yours 

Herbert Aptheker 



Dr. Herbert Aptheker 
20 Eaot 30th St. 
[';ew YQrk, N.Y. 

Dcar Dr. Apthckcr, 

Y.ay 16 1964 

Thank you 00 muoh for your three lottero giving 
rac ref arcmoe D t oeoonomio (late l'm i ninm. I W3,(1 intcrcflt cd in 
the la.nt letter, whioh quotcm Dr. 'Poiohl;).rd to the effeot th'3.t 
Gorman 'tll."j te 1'D are not cxponen t fI of thi n the cry. 

Your firot letter mentlonca Charlco Be~rd. It 
nCBmn 1ihl1t Robert E. Brown and Forrcnt MoDonald have proli1;y 
well demolinhed BCBrd'a thCDio that the Con~titution waD 
diotated by the wealthy in opponltion to the debtoro. There 
ocemn to be no eoonomio Tl'3..1;tern oi ther in the C{mvcntt0Il or 
in the proooe" of rat1f16ation. 

There wan, howevor, one phra0e in your firot 
letter (April 20th) that perhapo 1mplien th~t I aDked the 
wrong quantion. Do you make a dintinotion between eoonomio 
detcrmininm and hiotQrioal ~ataT1~liDm? 

If no, oan you Dhow th a.t ohange a in the methode of 
produotion and. exoha.nge deterrdner.l the detailn of the 
Conntltution, or dotermi,ncd Napolnon t n invanion of Ruonia., 
or oonoretely detormined any of tho gre~t ovcnto of h1ntory? 
My aim i.n to get away from V'l.guo gcnel'9.litieo a.nd abntr r·otlc-nn 
Flnrt f i nel very opeo1 fio a.pp liOQ,t iona of the prino lplo to 
individual evento. 

I trunt I UO 1101; bother you by thin raqUf~r.'t for 
refereno(:s. I did not intend to ank a 8000n(1 time. And. 
I hope I nhall not put you to any further trouble. Thank 
you very muoh for your kinuncBo. 

./ 
/ 

/ 

/ 

youre ninoeroly, 

Gordon H. Clark 
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~by 1;:::, 1964 
~r. Gordon H. Clark 
De~artment of Philosophy 
Butler Unlrersi ty 
Indlenarolls, Indiana 

A~ Ad~ltlonal information in connection 
with your request 1"8 economic determinism, Professor 
Richerd Reichera, of Cornell College in Iowa, whose 
'3rea is Germ2.n hi s tory,) of fers the oph11on 11 tl'18t there 
1s not really anythinG obvious in Gorman scholarly 
1 J. ter8 ture \·!tich could rae sOfl9.bly be cIa s s i fied 8.S econorr 
determinism. 1I He r1oe3 BUg est tho.t one might possibly 
conslcler r~9utF3kyl c Thoma.s lllore FiR ,gn example of such 
thlnking, rH.lt trlinkR this would be 8t~etchinf, mB.teers. 

I hope the Reave is of some service. 
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Mr. Gordon H. Clark 
Department of Philosophy 
Butler Universitl 
Indiana.polis 7, Indiana 

Dear Mr. Clarka 

April 24, 1964 

Professor Kaplow, who teaches French history 
at New York University, 'Writes that the olearest case of 
eoonomic deterministio 'Writing in that area is Henri See, les 
debuts du oapitalisme mocierneOParis, o.l92$). Professor KiPIow 
mentions also the same aUthor's Histotre e'conomique de 1& France, 
published in the 1930s and Ia Franoe i'oonom1que et sooiale au 
XVllle siec~ (1927). - --
~ It is likely that furlher replle s 'Will come in from 
people expert in other areas. As these arr1ve,I'll pass the in­
formation on to you. I hope this is helpf'ulo 

Cordially yours, 

I/t~,dtl (#I!flz~ 
Herbert Aptheker 


