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May 18, 1964

Professor Gordon H, Clark
Department of Philosophy
Butler University
Indianapolis 7, Indiana

Dear Professor Clark:
Thank you for your letter of

May 16, Identifying economic determinism with
historical materialism is common &nd has been done
for almost one hundred years, It is nevertheless in
error, and the error has been pointed out and contested
by Marxists,ever since Engels himself specifically
did so, Some indication of this distinction is offered
in the first chapter of my HISTORY & REALITY,first
published in book form in 1956 and recently re-issued in
a new edition under the title THE ERA OF MCCARTHYISM
(Marzani & Munsell,N Y),

The work of Brown and McDonald have
"demolished" certain aspects of Beard's work--and much of
that had been done before elther of them wrote a word,
On the Constltttion and en effort at an historical
materialist,rather than a Beardian Or d#economic determinkst
approach,please see my essay "The Constitution" published 1.
1954 in the anthology,LOOKING FORWARD,edited by J S Allen
(International Publishers,NYC), The work of both Brown and
McDonald is contested also by men like Staughton Lind,
Alfred Young and Merrill Jensen,

‘ - You might examine also my own two
volumes in a projected l2-golume series--THE COLONIAL ERA
(International,1959) and THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION(N.Y.,Inter
national, 1960;reprinted in paper,1963), On the distinctioxn

between the economic‘determinist view and the historical
materialist as applied ppecifically to the U,S.Civil War,
see my monograph,THE AMERICAN CIVIL WAR,published in paper
in 1962 hy International Publishers,

_ ~ If you desire further referencesg in
ptherxhistories--including in Marx and Engels themselves--
to the application of the historical materialist concept
to specific arees of higtory, please let me know, Allow me
also to suggest an examination of part five of the recently
published READER IN MARXIST PHILOSOPHY,edited by H.Selsam &
H,Martel(International ,NY 1963), 4

Cordially yours,

Uodf, (e

Herbert' Aptheker
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The American Inatitute for Marxint Studies.

May 18 1964
Dear Profe~por Clark

Thank you for your letter of May 15. Identifying
coonomio determinism with historioal materisliom in ocommon
and has been done for almont one hundred years. It in never-
the leon in error, and the error han been pointed out and
contentied by Marxists, ever since Engels himself did ao.
Some indication of this distinction io of fered in the firnt
chapter of my History and Reality, firnt publinhed ih book
form in 1958 and recently reisnued in a new edition under
the title The Era of MoCarthyism (Marzani & Munpell, N.Y.).

The work of Brown and McDonald have "demolisked"
certain aspcots of Beard's work - and much of that hans been
done before elither of them wrote a word. On the Constitution
and an effokt at an hintorical materialist, rather than a
Beardian or economioc determinlst spproach, plesse sesc my
eonay The Constitution, published in 1954 in the anthology,
Looking Forward, edited by J.S.Allen (Intern:stional Publishers,
NYC).  The work of both Brown and McDonald ip contented alno
by men like Staughton Lynd, Alfred Young, and Merrial Jensén.

You might exsmine alno my own two volumes in a projected
lZ-volume series - The Colonial Era (Internstional, 1959) and
The American Revolution (N.Y. Internsticnal, 1960; reprinted
in paper, 1963). On the dintinction between the economic
determiniot view and the historial materialist as applied
specifically to the U.S. Civil Wat, see my monograph, The
American Civil War, publinhed in paper in 19£2 by InternalXional
Putlinshera.

If you denire further references in other histories,
ineluding Marx and Engels themnelvea, to the applicatlon of
the hintoricel materislist concept to mpecific areas of
hintory, pleane let me know. Allow me alno to nuggent an
examination of part five of the recently published Reader
in Marxist Philomophy, edited by H Selsam snd H. Martel
(Intern-t icnal, NY 1983).

Cordially yours

Herbert Aptheker



Vay 18 1964

Dr. Herbert Aptheker
20 Euant 30th St.
New York, N.Y.

Desr Dr. Aptheker,

Thank you no muoch for your three letters giving
me referencen to eoonomic determininm. I wan Interenrted in
the lant letter, which quotes Dr. reichsrd to the effeot that
Cerman witers 4re not exponents of this theory.

Your first letter aentioned Charles Besrd. It
neemn thst Robert E. Brown and Forrent MoDonsld have pretity
#ell demolinhed Peard's thenis that the Conatitution wan
dictsted by the wealthy in opponiticon to the debtorn. There
peemn to be no economic rattern cither in the Conventim or
in the procean of ratification.

There wan, however, one phrase in your firnt
letter (April 20th) that perhaps iluplien that I anked the
wrong quention. Do you make a dintinotion between cconomic
determininom and historical naterialiom? '

If mo, can you ohow that changes in the methods of
production snid exchsnge deternined the details of the
Conntitution, or determined Napoleon'n invanion of Ruonia,
or conoretely determined any of the grest eventn of hintory?
My sim in to get away from vague generslities and sbatir-cticnn
and find very epeoific appliocations of the prinociple to
indlividual events.

I trunt I do not bother you by thin reguent for
references. I did not intend to ank a second time. And

I hope I mhsll not put you to sny further trouble. Thank
you very much for your kindnean. ‘ .

voure nincerely,

Gordon H. Clsark
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April 2k, 1964

Mre Gordon Ho Cla-rk
Department of Philosophy
Butler Universit:
Indianapolis 7, indiana
Dear Mr, Clark:

' Professor Kaplow, who teaches French history
at New York University, writes that the clearest case of
economic deterministic writing in that area is Henri Sde, les
debuts du capitalisme modsrne{Paris, ¢,1925)s Professor Kaplow
mentions also the same authar's Histobre econcmique de la France,
published in the 1930s and la France economique et sociale au
XVIITe siecle(1927),
' It is likely that further replies will come in from
people expert in other areas, As these arrive,I'll pass the ine
formation on to yous I hope this is helpful.

Cordially yowrs,

Dol d ottt fon-

Herbert Aptheker



