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Professor Gordon He Clark, PheD. .
3617 Locust Street
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania

My dear Professor Clark

I read with interest your pamphlet "Determinism and Responsibility" as
soon as I received it. I then filed the letter away until such time as
I could look up the references you citeds Clearing up my desk the other
day stirred up my conscience also, hence this long-delayed letter.

Hodge is the Calvinistic writer whose teachings I follow with greatest
satisfaction, I think I told you that my own theological training was
largely negatives I had to spend much of my time and energy defending my
simple evangelical faith and answering the atbtacks of unbelisf in Minnesota
and Chicagos I never had the privilege of studying under sound and

scholarly teacherse. I have, however, tried to compensate for this deficiency
and have found Hodge most helpful,

In Volume I, pages 383~406, Hodge discusses the knowledge of God and the
will of Gods On page 399-401, in arguing against "Scientia Media", he
discusses Godt!s foreknowledge of free actse On page 404 he brings out the
distinction which I think you do not admit, between a decree of "cause"

(I should prefer to say "necessity") and a decree of "permission".

Volume II, chapter 9, Hodge'!s discussion of free agency I find very helpful.
As between '"necessity" "contingency" and “certainty" the last expresses my
view exactly, although it seems to me Hodge is somewhat inconsistent in
maintaining this view after he states it.s On page 298 the fact that acts

of God, acts of Christ in the flesh, acts of the saints in heaven, and acts
of all sinful human beings, are certain yet free, is to me very helpfule. The
following quotation from pages 300~301 impresses me very favorably:

"Yhat more could Leibnitz or Edwards ask than Reid concedes in the
following passage: "It must be granted, that, as whatever was, cer-
tainly was, and whatever is, certainly is, so whatever shall be, cerw
tainly shall be., These are identicel propositions, and cannot be
doubted by those who conceive them distinctly. But I know no rule

of reasoning by which it can be inferred that because an event
certainly shall be, therefore its production must be necessary. The
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manner of its production, whether free or necessary, cannot be
concluded from the time of its production, whether it be past,
present, or fubure., That it shall be, no more implies that it
shall be necessarily than that it shall be freely produced; for
neither present, past, nor future, have any more comnection with
necessity than they have with freedoms I grant, therefore, that
from events being foreseen, it may be justly concluded, that, they
are certainly future; but from their being certainly future it
does not follow that they are necessary." As all things are
foreseen all things are inevitably certain as to their occurrencs.
This is granting all any Augustinian need demand,"

The supralapsarianism of Calvin is questioned by Hodge., He says:
(Volume II, page 316)

"The position of Calvin himself as to this point has been disputed.
As it was not in his day a spscial matter of discussion, certain
passages may be guoted from his writings which favour the supra-
lapsarian and other passages which favour the infralapsarian view,
In the "Consensus Genevensis," written by him, there is an explicit
assertion of the infralapsarian doctrine. After saying that there
was little benefit in speculating on the foreordination of the fall
of man, he adds, *Quod ex demnata Adae sobole Deus quos visum est
eligit, quos vult reprobat, sicuti ad fidem exercendam longe aptior
est, ita majore fructu tractatur.t" '

Now as to Calvin's teaching in Book II, Chapter 4, and in Book III, Chapter
23, it is not yet clear to me that Calvin excludes the distinction between
permissive and necessitating decrees as that distinetion shapes itself

in my mind. Please remember as I write the following sentences that I
realize my deficiencies and I consider myself a beginner in this great field.
It seems to me that the logiocal order in the mind of God (though of course
not & temporal or chronological order) should be conceived as follows:

(1) Complete omniscience, including (a) All things that are to bey (b) All
things that might be or might have been, That is to say, God's omniscience
always included all fixed or free actions of all personal or impersonal
existences that actually are to be, and all hypothetical actions that might,
would, or could have resulted from any and all hypothetical fixed or free
actionss To illustrate in terms of Scripbure, God not only knew what '
Pharoah was going to do, but He also knew what the course of events would
have been if He had not brought Pharoah into being, or if He had softened
instead of hardened Pharoah's heart. (2) A decreec to create the total
universe as it actually is going to be. This includes, (a) A decree not

to create certain hypothetical circumstances or agents, e.ges a Pharoah who
would easily yield to Moses! demands or a Pontius Pilate who would protect
the innocent; (&) A deoree to create all the factors in the universe which
are necessitated; (kﬂ A decree to create all free agents in the universe

T e
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with full knowledge of all their actions.and all resulting circumstances;
(d) A decree including the whole redemptive purpose of God, the election
of whosoever will believe in Christ, and the reprobation of whosoever will
nots (I Peter 1:2 "Elect according to the foreknowledge of God").

Now it seems to me that what Calvin is contending for is that "“the decrees

of God are His eternal purpose according to the counsel of His will whereby
for His own glory He hath foreordained whatsoever comesyto passe" To

this I thoroughly agree as indicated above, (2) (a and b). In other words,
God created Pharoah, not someone else or some other hypothetical agent

that He could have created, God created Pharoah with full knowledge of all
thot Pharoah ds a free agent would do, and furthermore, God introduced certain
factors (hardening Pharoah's heart) which necessitated certain actions beyond
the mere free will of the agente.

This still leaves room to say that some of Pharoah's actions, viz. his
herdening his own heart in the first place, came to pass by the permissive
decree of God rather than by the necessitating decree of God, although all
things come to pass by the causative decree of God,

One quarrel I have with hyper=Calvinists like Boettner is that they presume
to know that God could not foreknow a free act of which the agent should be
considered the original cause. Calvin clearly allows my position in
opposition to what Boettner and others say on this poinf, e.ge Book III,
chapter 23, section 6, "I will readily grant, indeed, that mere foreknowledge
lays no necessity on the creatures,.s." Calvin's quotations from Augustine
clearly recognize this distinction.

I wonder whether the enclosed lectures on the definition of God are extremely
out of line with the views of a well=-taught Calvinist like yourself,

Yours 1

Christi fellowship
A&W
1 4

"Timaeus or Plato" and also.flave just
e "Christian and Pagan Ethics" in the

Jos/L

Pe Se I greatly enjoyed your arti
read with great interest your art
Calvin Forum,
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Professor Gordon H, Clark, Ph. D.
3617 Locust Street
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania

iy dear Professor Clark

¥We shall probably be adding a professor of philosophy to our
staff next fall. I fecl led of the Lord to lay the situation
frankly before you. The enclosed blank, I think, contains
nothing with which you are not familiar, There are points
which we ought to discuss and if you are inclined to give
favorable consideration to an invitation from us, we shall

be glad to pay your expenses for a trip from Philadelphia for
a conference some time in the near future,

I am sending you from the publishers Samuel Kellogg's "Are the
Pre-millennialists Right?"  This book, I think, gives a very
clear statement of what is sometimes regarded as an esoteric
doctrine,

I wanted to get in touch with you when I was in Philadelphie
last Monday, but had no opportunity.

Prayerfully awaiting your reply, I am

Yours in Christian fellowship

o

P.5., I am afraid thig/fetter does not convey even a small
portion of the earnesffess with which I lay this matter before
you. Your Christian testimony has been so clear-cut and so
courageous, I feel gquite certain thet all minor problems can
be brought to a proper understanding.

JOB/T

JeOBedre
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Dre Jo Oliver Buswell, Jr, %
Wheaton Gollage
Wheaton, Il1,

Dear Dr, Buswell,

The application blank duly filled in is here enclosed
with a persaonal confession of faith, Properly to compere the
advantages of teaching here with those of teaching at Theaton is
8 difficult matter, If the negotimtions now just opened progress
we shall hoth want to come to a decision as promptly es possible,
Therefore would you permit me to anticipate future developments
and open my mind to you on a number of points, If there are no
future developments, nothing will have been lost,

As Dr, Machen has before said to me, the University
provides a powerful sounding board whenever I speak or write
for the publie, Further, at present my position is similar to
2 lone missionary in the middle of China, I am some student's
only hope of hearing the gospel, Yet after ten years I have come
to wonder whether perhaps I am only sowing on stony ground and
whether my abilities, however limited they may be, could not
produce greater results under other circumstances, The pros and
cons of this question have been playing tag in my mind now for
some time, and your sending me the application blank raises the
motter to definitely practical importance,

In addition to this dilemma, there are a number of
other factors of varying importance, If you should make sn offer
to me, I should have to know enough of the situation at Wheaton
to see what adjustments I would have to meke in my routiney I
would have to know exactly what is expected. But there are some
adjustments I am not anxious t0 make and one of these concerns
educational policy,

To explains at this University there has developed an
antithesis hetween inspirational and instructional teaching, It
seems t0 me that inetruction can be made inepiring and I have been
gratified by the interest shown by both men and women students
even In the most difficult parts of philosophy, But in our faculty
the terms inspiration and instruction have come to symbolize
conflicting ideals, On the one hand there is a tendency to regard
college as a young gentlemen's finishing school with consequent
superficiality., The ideal of our department which I share is
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scholarship, The former view in my opinion leads to the
acceptance of every new ldea simply because it 4s up to date,
It is usually combined with the theory that the impartation

of knowledge is not the proper function of the teacher, and
seems to me to countenance a complete skepticism, Thusefore
in oconsidering eny change of position I want to make sure

that it will prove a shange for the better, I want to be sure
that the dominant rather than the minority opinion is in favor
of sound scholarship, 4

The paragraph above does not fully express my views
on educational policy, so for the benefit of anyone who is
interested I intend {0 include the pamphlet, The Relstion of
Christianity to Public Education, which discusses the matter
more at length,

Connected with these baslic principles are certain
detailed applications, It was natural that in your first letter
you did not go into the exaset requirements of the position under
consideration, Your tentative method of broaching the subject
was wiser than the way in which I am rushing shead, but I feel
I can telk very frankly to you without alweys having your
official position in the center of consciousness, The exact
requirements will of course become important if the matter
continues, Therefore it will be necessary to ask what is expected
in the way of teaching and whet in the way of publication,

The benefit to a college from the writings of its professors
is not so immediate, apparent, or direct as that from teaching,
but I consider it essentianl,

Also connected with the jeneral ideals of scholarship
is the question of a graduate school, Here we have & good graduate
school which a powerful faction is trying to crush, It would be
8 more pleasant situation if there were none and yet & desire to
have one, In a Christian college the need of a graduate school
is even more pressing than in other institutions, It has been
Columbia, end perhaps Chicago in your vicinity, which through
their graduate schools have 8o profounding end so disasterously
affected the vhole educational system of our country from the
kindergarten on up, Regtrdless of the practical difficulties
it would be more aggreable to work with men who cherished the
idesnl,

On the same general line, but with particular reference
to rhilosophy, the ideal of scholarship requiees historical courses
rather than those termed introductory, These letter are usually
e confusing hodge~podge, They treat several points from several
angles, they fail by their structure to make clear any connection
emong these points, and leave the student without & knowledge of
any one system and what is worse without any appreciation of the
need of any system, The historical approach, that is the study
of several historical systems, shows the student how a theory
on one point forces a given position at another point; it alse



Dre J« Oliver Buswell, Jr, Pe 3a

shows him that the wisdom of the world is not confined to the
twontleth centuryy it gives him the meaning of many philosophic
oexpressions which apart from their historical setiing oan be
enslly misunderstood, thus preparing him for modern discussion
if he progresses that farj and if he does not teke to philosophy
at leaat he gets information which is both acocurate and useful,

Naturally you will recognize that the contemplated
move would prove to be a major event in my life, It might mean
that I was just beginning my main work in lifae, Cerfainly I do
no want to go jumping from place to placse. The permanency of the
position is therefore a matter of considerationy and this involves
financial factors as well as educational, In justice to my family
I wvant to tell Mrs, Clark that Wheaton is in no denger of collapsej
that perhaps it has a rodest endowment, The University has been
hard hit, it does not have & large endowment, but there is little
danger of its going out of existence, In spite of a situation here
I do not fanoy, my selary is olimbing mgain and I have been given
a hope of about two hundred more next yeer, This of course is
not definite yet, The University, 1n addition to my salary pays
five per cent of my highest salary ($2400) to the Teachers
Insurance and fnnuity /ssociation of Americu, which 1 duplicate
- for an ennuity, 4And another factor ie our owning our home here,

There is also my interest in and connection with the
group centering in Westminster, Independent 3oard, and Covenaont
Union, My services are not very important but they might be far
less important in Wheaton, for here I have roots, I have the
implicit trust of some men; but in Illinois I am a stranger who
must prove his character, Perhaps this is a minor consideration,
but I am very fond of being near lachen, Griffiths et al,

In closing I want to thank you for Dr, Kellogg's book,
It came yesterday and I spent last night and this afternoon reading
it very carefully, I have made many notes which * should like to
show you, I can egree with at least seventy five per cent of
his objections to postmillenialism, but I have never known anyone
to hold the theory the way he describdes it, Nor is his theory of
premillenialism exaetly that with which I have been femilisar,
And the theory which at present seeme most plausible to me, though
it has its difficulties too, Dr, Kellogg explicitly refuses to
discuss, What I do not like is the elevation of the premillenial
view 10 a test of orthodoxy along with the dootrine of the
Trinity, the Satisfaction and so on, and especially its elevation
when other doctrines taught far more explicitly, total depravity,
unconditional election et ¢,, are omitted, But at any rate Dr,
Kelloggs' work is so superior to the other books defending his
view that I was considerably surprized and I must accept his
oexegesis of some distinctly relevant pessages,

It will be & pleasure to discuss all these matters
and many others, the mention of which would have made this
letter-pamphlet a veritahble book,

Very sincerely yours,
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Dr. Gordon Clark
222 St. Marks Square
Philedelphia, Pennsylvania

Dear Dr. Clark

Thank you for your telegram which has just been received.
Please take the Chicago, Aurora and Elgin car directly to
Wheaton. Any redcap in the station can show you the way
to the Elevated Station where these trains run frequently
at that time in the evening. Our weekly faculty meeting
is held Tuesday afternoon, hence it will be impossible for
me to meet you. Please take a taxi to the college office
when you arrive in Wheaton. I shall be through with the
faculty meeting by that time. It will be a pleasure to
have you here.

If it is not too much of a burden, I should like to have you
speak to my Theism class on any subject you may choose within
the whole field of Theism., The class is held between nine
and ten Wednesday morning. Perhaps two addresses in one
morning will be too much but if you are not exhausted it would
be splendid if you could give a twenty-minute devotional talk
at the chapel period, ten to ten-twenty-five a.m.

Praying for the Lord's blessing and guidance, I am

Yours in Christian fellowship



OFFICE OF
THE PRESIDENT

Tlarch
fourteon
L2923 6%

Professor Gordon C. Clark
3617 Locust Street
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania

Ly dear Professor Clark

It was a great pleasure to have you with us last Vednesday. Both
students and faculbty wvere delighted with your messages, and with such

opportunities as they had for conversing with you.

It secms as though the Lord must surely straighbten out this one
renaining problem, the issue of Eschatolopgy.

Vosts article in the Intermational Standard Zible Encyclopedia is |
said to be standard from the a-millennial point of view. Iloorhead's
article on the "Millennium" is standard from the pre-millennial point
of view as opposed to the post-millennial point of view, but un-
fortunately lloorhead takes no knowledge of a-millennialism. ELvidently
the editors of this Incyclopedia were uncomscious of this distinction,
for under the title "Millennium" they refer to Vos's on Gschatology

as representing post-millennialism.

It would seem to me that Vos'!s treatment of Revelation 20:1=6, Volume 2,
page 987, column 2a, constitubes an argument ageinst his view. [His
dissolving of "this is the first resurrection" is not convincing in the
light of the whole scripbtural doctrine of the resurrection of the body.
The last sentence of the paragraph is quite objectionable "in regard to
& book so enigmatical, it were presumptious to speak with any degree of
dogmatism, but the uniform absence of the idea of the millemnium from
the eschatological teaching of the NT elsewhere ought to render the
exegete cautious before affirming its presence tere"., I do not concede
he absence of the millennium in other passages of the Wew Testamént, c.g.

| T epocalyptic discourses of Christ, the Thessalonian kipistles, and

Ve wn M8 137 the 15th chaplter of I Corinthians. In fact it seems o me that the

haw wa T 0 N'* millennium is clearly assumed at many points,

I do not regard the book of Revelation as enigmatical (except to a non-
pre=millennialist)e. If it is held that the eschatolo;y of the apostles
is derived from the teaching of Christ, then John's very pointed state~
ments and Paul's allusions point to a common source in these teachings,.
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It is true that the Revelation is apocalyptic in style, but so is part
of the teaching of Christ, and I really deplore the custom of calling
any of this material snigmatical,

Vos points out,(bage 980, column 2a) that certain of thz apocryphal
writings teach a "Messianic kingdor of limited dyration (400 or 1000
years), to be superseded at the end by the eternal state", I have
mode some limited sbudy of the apocalyptice literature, but am not
sufficiently femiliar to supply the references,which Vos does not give,.
Vos'!s statement, however, indicates that the iden of a millennial
kingdom in this world was current in religious minds at the time of
Christ and the apostles. This being the case, it is hard to believe
that Christ would have used language in His teaching upon which John
bases Revelation 20:1w6, if Christ had not approved the idea of a
millennium., The apocryphal literature is of course not inspired, but
it does contain some truth which is also affirmed as truth byhzgzo igal
writers (Jude 14 and 15; this is not, I think, a gquotation froqjﬁﬂ@gi,
but is a statement of fact which the book of Enoch also affirms),

Van Til, in talking with me some time ago, based the a=-millemnial view
on what he held %o be a general principle of development in the history
of revelation from the temporal and tangible to the spiritual, I do

not recognize any such line of development. In fact the doctrine that
Christ became flesh and dwelt among us "and so was and continueth to be
God and man in two distinet natures and one person forever" and does noW/
exist in resurrection bodily form, btogether with the doctrine of the
resurrection of the body of the believer, and immortality in this bangible
form, seems to me to run counter to any.such theory, It seems to me that
the human race is intended to be a tangible, temporal, spacial order of
existence; and thus that a literal period of history, vindicating God's
creative purpose by the consumaation of His redemptive program, makes an
integral part of the whole scheme,

I shall be praying very earnestly that the Lord may enable you to accept
this doctrinal platform and come in with us. LEven if you camnot do so
this year, I shall be inclined to make some temporary provision, if I can,
and wait a year if necessary.

I cannot, of course, break faith with our pre-millennial constituency and
those who support the work on the basis of our doctrinal platform, but I
do believe the Lord wants you here,

Yours in Christian fellowship
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Professor Gordon H. Clark
222 St. Marks Square
Philadelphia, Pennsylvanie

My dear Professor Clark

Thank you for your letter of March seventeenth which
has just been received in this morning's mail., I
hasten to correct a wrong impression and will not teke
time just now for other points.

No indeed, Van Til does not rule out a bodily resurrectiont
His remark about a principle of progression in the Scripture
from the temporel and tangible to the”spiritual”was simply

& casual part of a general conversation. He gave it as

his reason for regarding the millennium as not being literal.
I do not believe I even replied to the remark at the time

of the conversation.

I do think thet the doctrine of the resurrection jg quite
contrary to any such principle of Secriptural interpretation.

Van Til does not deny "the consummation of world history"
but the essence of a-millemnialism is to deny ¥ perio
&L _tipa in which righteousness prevails as constituting
such a consummation.

Our plans for the coming year must be made in the near
future. If you are entirely out of the picture for next
September, or if you are inclined to be in the picture

at that time, please let me know as soon as convenient,

I must very soon be making some adjustments for the coming
year.,
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I will certainly be there in heart and soul if not in
body whenever the events of next June are to be con~
sumea.ted.,

Yours in Christian fellowship



March 26th 1936,

Dre Jo Oliver Buswell, Jr,
Wheaton College
Wheaton, Ill,
%

Dear Dr. Buswell,

In replyinj to your letter of the 23rd, I should first
like to uclnowledge the receipt of the pamphlet on secret socioties,
8ince , however, it came yesterday, I have not yet had time to read it,
Also I must assure jhu that the copy of the Sunday School Times
containing your article, and the manusoript of ancther article will
be returned to you in the not too distunt future,

Your letter of the 23rd indicates that you have entertained
some hope that I might be with you beginning September 1936, Since this
would invelve an almost instantaneous theological decision on my part,
it is quite out of the question, In fact I had hoped that I would not
be called upon to write to you until X could make some dofinite progress
in the study of eschatology. I plan to hold a conversation with John
¥urray, to,reread Dr, Kellegg's book (which I hear Mr, Murray holds in
some estimation) and to read Vos' Pauline Eschatology, which I received
only this weeke I have read Vos' article in the International Stendard,
and also Moorhead's erticle, but this latter like the two articles you
wrote do not toush on the points whigh trouble me., Hence although I have
not completed my plan of study may I ask you about two specific points}

The first of these two poinis deals again with the two
resurrections, How, may I ask, do the premillennarians explain the
parable of thw wheat and the tares? The structure of the parable seems to
demand that both the wheut and the tares be cut down together. Since
the tares eould not previously be cut down to leave the wheat in a
parfoct f£ield, how can now the wheat be ocut down, leaving the tares
for another thousand years? It looks to me as if the resurrection,
the separation, and the gathering into the barn or the casting into the
fire, all ccour together,

The second point conserns the word 'imminent', The second
advent may be premillemnial withoul being imminent, This is a saparate
point, Christ, for example did not teach that his return was imminent,
By ivminent, I suppose everyono meuns thmt there are no remaining
prophecies to be fulfilled before his return, Christ himself made
geveral prophecies which had to be fulfllled befors he returned, as the
destruction of Jerusalem, snd the preaching of the gospel throughout the
whole world, Now perhaps oven this last prophecy has boen fulfilled,
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But to bellove that the advent is immdinont, it is neceasery to canvass

every prophecy in the Bible end manke sure that each one is now fulfilled,
There are undoubtedly prophecies with vhich I am not familiar, though
perhaps all, your trustees require is that I should not know any wnf¥l¥illed
prophocies, Yot ignorance is 2 poor foundeation for a creed, However

there is one prophesy I do know which I am not at all sure is to be deferred
until after tho prrousiae It concerns the oonversion of the Jews,

In Natte 23238 = 39, Christ apparently seys that he will not
return until after the conversiong of the Jews, He sayss "Ye shall not sce
me henceforth till ye shall say, Blessed is he that cometh in the name
of the Lord,™ '

And in Acts 8y 19 - 21 &t seems to indioate that the return of
Chript awaits tho conversion of tho Jews, Repent, so that times of
refreshing may come, and Christ shall return,

The premillennial literature which I have read so far, of course
1t has not beon much, and that is why I did not want to write again to
you 80 soon, does not discuss these two points, but oconfines itself +to
insigting on a satastrophic culmination of world history %% something I
have always accepted.

I hesitate to trouble yourwith these detainled questions for I
know how terridbly bLusy you arees Yot I recognize the advantnges of boing
comnected with WVheaton, As I said previously, I could cooperate with the
work of the institution as 2 whole, and that is altogether imposaible
except in a Christian college,

Very cordially yours,
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Professor Gordon H, Clark, Fh., D,
University of Pennsylvania
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania

ly dear Dre. Clark

Thanlz you for your good letter of lMarch twenty-sixth, It is a
pleasure to hear from you, and I count it a privilege to discuss
vith you these points of theology, You will be interested to lmow
that we have trace of a man soon to receive his Ph, D, in Christian
Mducation, whom we desire to add to our staff for courses in his field
of specialization, but this msn also has had a considerable amount of
training in philosophy and can, I think, for the coming year give the
minirnun necessary courses, After that he will have to devote all of
his time to his own field, We have not yet talked personally with
him, He is to come for conference tomorrow, Bverything in the

\ correspondence looks favorable,

\fp_Jnﬁ:’fhe parable of the "Wheat and the Tares" has never impressed me as
A f eferring to the day of the resurrection in any sense but is, as I
ad ?8)7 take it, the perspective view of the course of history in this world
{g.vff’ ?‘ﬁ from the time of Christ unbil the establishment of the age of righteous-
. jﬁ NESS . The judgment referred to in the thrusting in of the sickle I
y}d)? gff have always associated with the judgment upon the ljiving nations of the
v earth when Christ comes. Certain phrases in the pargble and in the
Jﬁ explanation ( which comes later in the chapter) seem to indicate judg-
#XJ# ment upon the wicked before the judgment of rewards for the Lord's people,
This seems To me exactly in line with what John says in the nineteenth

and twentieth chapters of the Revelation, There seem to be several
events comprehended in the term "apocalypse of Jesus Christ" which I
believe to be synonymous with the parousia. The ninebtecnth chapter

of Revelation describes a violent judgment upon the nations of the earth
headed up by "the beast"., Then the twentieth chapter describes the
blessedness of the redeemed after this judgment.
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II Thessalonians 2:8 refers, I thinl, briefly to the same series of
events, The brillisnce of the parousis precipitates viclent judgment
upon the "man of sin".,

From other Scripture which I think is familiar to you, it seems reasonable
to infer that the rapture of the saints described in I Thessalonians
chapter four will either precede or cone at the beginning of a period of
Judgment upon the living nabtions of the earth. Turing this period of
tribulation the redeemed will probably be protected in the presence of
Christ. After this time of judgment, just as you hage it in Mabthew
13:30,43, the righteous shall be visibly established in Christ's king-
dom. \

In this same connection, I have just heen studying over the fifteenth

chapter of I Corinthisns in connection with Crr's greet chapber on human
destiny in "The Christian View of God and of the World". Orr is not
premillennial, but in his last appendix note he argues that I Corinthicns
15:268 "the lest enemy that shall be abolished is death" refers to the
resurrection of the unrighteous dead, In the note on page 337, he also

says "The Scripture indicates also a resurrection of the wicked (John 5:2¢,
fets 24:15, Revelation 22:12...)". . How if I Corinthisns 15:26 refers to
the resurrection of the wicked, as I think it does, you heve a rather clear
suggestion here in line with John's morc erplicit statement in the Revelation,
first the resurrection of Christ "Christ the firstfruits™ "then" (at the
close of this age of grace) "they that are Christ's at His coming" "then"

(I think this means after Christts millenniel reign haes abolished all rule,
and authority, end power, and after ¥e has pubt all enemies under Eis feet)
"the end when He shall have delivered up the kingdom to God, even the I'ather"
and in this connection the lest enemy to be abolished before the final
consumation of things is death and this enemy is abolished by the final
resurrection of the unrighteous dead as described in Develation 20:11-15,

///G;;FIThG word "imminent" is understood I think by practically all premillennislists
P as depending upon Christ's repeated injunctions that we nmst "watch" for

His coming, the life in a state of constent expectancy. I do not under-~
stand that the word imminent means thal the event must come in the immediete
fubure but only that it may come very quickly., Certainly in the plen of
Cod nineteen hundred years intervene between the resurrection of Christ and
His visible return. Some things which have taken place in the past
centuries may now be seen to have heen foreshadowed in certain prophecies,
There may be other prophecies to be fulfilled but they are evidcntly not
given in any such form as to cull the efiect of Christ's injunction to
vatchfulness and expectancy.

In my ovm personal study I heve concluded that the phrase "The fpocalypse

o7 Jesus Christ" in the New Testament refers to a series of events (1) certain
sicns imrediately preceding the rapture of the church, (2) a stupendous
cataclysmic eppearance of Christ at which (4) the redeemed meet Fim in the
clouds transformed into resurrection glory, (b) the viels of the wrath of

God are poured out upon the rebellious nabtions of the earth, I fancy here
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that the "throne of his glory" (Ietthew 25:31) from which the judgment
17ill procecd will be in the clouds, I imogine a startling visible
display of power as at llount Sinai, but just what part of this proceeds
from my imagination and what part from reasonable inference I cannot
g2 (¢) After the tribulation period the establislhment of a period
of righteousness in which prophecies of the liessienic age will be
fulfilled,

l_v.

Wow in regard to the conversion of Israel as referred to in liatthew 23:
38,39, it is actually understood smony premillennialisgs thalt as a whole
the devout among the orthodox Jews living at the time of the apocalypse

of Christ will suddenly be converted, Yrom Zechariah 12:10 through the
thirteenth chapter and in fact to the end of the prophecy there seems

to be a reference beyond the day of Pentecost to the zenuine repenbance

on the part of Isrsel, The phrase ™they shall look on !Iim whom they have
pierced" is taken to refer not only to the crucifixion but to the recog-
nitior of their gullt when Christ comes in :lory. Zecharieh 13:6 fits

in with this suggestion, Cf. also lsalah 6€:8.

Very sincerely youxs






