- November -
S eighteen
L 1936

Dear Dr. Clark =

‘Thank you very much indeed for your kindness in writing out
your helpful notes on my manuscript, I have profjited by
several directly and immediastely. Others I shall“hold for
further study. ‘ o R
Your notes ceame just in time for me to use them very hastily,

I am attaching herewith a copy of last minute corrections o
which I have sent to Zondervan.

Vos! syntax is dlffloult and I may have misread him in some
points, but I really think note ‘I shall endeavor to study.
all through your suggestions in careful detail so as to be
ready either to refute or accept corrections if and‘when

they come. g»y_:r :

.Many of your guggestlons I should like to talk over‘wmth you. ;
Just one not’ accepted end indicated in the enclosed corrections,»
I can stralghten out at once,-~I do not hold that the judgment .
referred to’ in Matthew 25 is e judgment of nations as suche-
The gender of the pronoun "autous" makes it clear that
individuels are referred to., However, I do feel justified
in 1dent1fy1ng thlsigassage in a hasty reference 8.5%he Judg~
ment of the natlons.

Thank you agaln forvyour kindness.

Very cordially yours
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395 =

396 =
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403 =

COPY

line 2 Omit the word permissive

line © after the word predestination within the parenthesis
insert page 120

line 6 omit "finite" and insert “sinful"

line 2 second sheet of the footnote line 10 of the third paragraph
cross out "et cetera" and insert “"ete."

line 6 from the bottom cross oubt the word "policies" and insert
"publishers" %

line 9 begin a new peragraph with the words "The Christians in
Thessalonica."

line 14 after "(Phil. 1:23)" insert "It is the resurrection out
from among the dead (Phil. 3:11) to which Paul hopes to
attain,"

line 9 from the bottom insert "Pauline Hschatology" in the second
parenthesis in this line. The words will then read
"Vos! statement (Pauline Zschatology, page 36f) to the"
and so on

Tirmxi¥® first sheet of the {irst insert , line 8

insert " close marks after the words live with him

second sheet of first insert, after 5th line from the bobtom which
reads "(see also II Peter 1:16-18)" insert the sentence
"This was an anticipatory vision of the future kingdom."“

insert to this page, last line of insert change "page 282a"to
"papge 382a"

after line 9 before the marginal heading "The Resurrection of the
Redeemed" insert the following paragraph

"It is impossible in a work of t his size to discuss the
references %o the Messianic Age in apocalyptic literature.
The sbtudents will find such references discussed at different
points in Vos! Pauline Eschatology. The fact that
apocryphal literature ocontains references to a literal
period of time in which the Messiah was expected to reign
in righteousness on this earth is sometimes set forth as

an argument against the doctrine of a literal millennium
in Revelation chapter 20. Vie suggest however that the
existence of the doctrine of a literal millennium in
current non-canonical literature is an argument for, and
not against, the literalness of the thousand years

referred to by John. John knew that such an idea was
current in the minds of religious people at his time,

If he did not intend to teach a literal millennium he
certainly would have safs-guarded his languaze in referring
to this subjeot.



e

Page 420 = line 5 from the bottom in the i renthesis - change
: exanaseasin to exanastaesin

382j= at the bottom of the page and before the heading "Importance of this View!
which comes at the top of page 382k, insert the follovi ng

The standards of the Reformed Churches are indeed silent
in regard to a literal millennium but they are also silent
in regard to any denial of such a millennium.

The Reformed standards omit any statement to the effect
that what Saint John the Divine callsia thousand years

is not a thousand years. These stan&ards do not deny
that "the day of Jehovah" may include a process of time.
They do not insist that "the end" must be a mathematical
end. They do not deny that "the end" may be regarded as
& logical resolution. These standards of the Reformed
Churches do not include Warfield's conclusion that the
idea of a literal millennium goes up "in smoke.,"

At the second General Assembly of the Presb:terian Church

of America I took the position that as a pre-millemnianmist

I accept the Reformed standards Jjust as they are and without
mental reservation.

The wint of view represented by the standards of the

Reformed faith is a point of view found in certain passages

in the Secripture. Future events are sometimes "fore-shortened"
in such a manner that the perspective of time does not appear.,

If in the time of Haggai and Zechariah, or in the time of
Malachi, a doetrinal standard had been drawn up, = or if
at any time subsequent to the Babylonian Captivity, a
systematic presentation of the dostrine of eschatology
had been set forth by the psople of God, such a standard
might well have contained a statement as follows:

"There will come a day in which Jehovah will make a
sacrifice for sins, raise the dead, and judge the world."

Such a statement would have been perfectly correct and
should have been accepted by any who truly believed in the
Seriptures given at that time. This statement would not
have been made incorrect 1f it applied the adjective
"general™ to the resurrection and judgment in view.

Some of the people of God might have said we believe

"the day of Jehovah" will include an age in which the

good news of a sacrifice for sin will be preached to the
Gentiles before certain other eschatological events take
place. Others of the people of God might not have been
able to ses this age within an age.

Now the Westminster standards and all the standards of the
Reformed Churches are precisely analagous to the situation
hypothetically described above. These sbtandards state

correctly certain events as being within the general scope
of "the day of Jehovah." As a pre-millennialist I accept

heartily all that the Westminster standards say on this
subject. I also believe that the plain meaning of the 20th
chapter of Revelation is the true meaning.



OFFICE OF
THE PRESIDENT

February
five
1937
Dear Dr. Clark

Thank you for your letter of January twenty-seventh and for your

very interesting enclosures. I am enclosing a letter which
you may either send to Carl Schauffele as it is or quote as you
feel led.

Your lecture is excellent. I have greatly enjoyed reading it

through. I have only two suggestions: (1) The student
gquoted in your first paragraph may not have correctly quoted or
understood his professor. One thoroughly in sympathy with
philosophy might say that the great mass of philosophy is "the
bunk" without intending to disparage philoscphy as a discipline.
(2) The second suggestion is that the special funds appro-
priated for the library are not all expended. Now is the time
to ask for additional books and periodicals, as well as complete
back files of periodicals.

The offer of a prize for an historical story such as you describe
would be very valuable. I am sure I do not know just how much
would be necessary. Acceptance by some magazine would increase
the income to the author. I do not know much about prizes, I am
afraid, though I like the idea if someone could make a sufficient
donation.

Thank you for your suggestion in regard to the comnstitution of
the church. Will you not send it to the Committee now working
on such matters? I am keeping a copy for my own files.

I am sure no one would object, but on the other hand everyone
ought to be delighted with the idea of studies in the scriptural
basis of the Westminster Confession. I suppose you have in mind
an hour after the usual evening church services. The local
churches might object to special gatherings during the evening .
service time.

I am sure your lecture will be very well received by the faculty.

Yours in Christian fellowship

J0B/5 /ZZ“ W



March
four
1937

Dear Dr. Clark

The Calvinistic problem in the minds of the men who
conferred Tuesday evening has assumed greater proportions
than I dreamed of. They cannot see how the doctrine

of blameworthy responsibility is safe-guarded. I have
asked them to talk with you a little further. I am
deeply concerned. We simply must get before the Lord
in such a way that harmonious procedure may be possible.

Yours in Christian fellowship

J. Oliver Buswell, Jr.

JOB/B

cc to Professor Dyrness
Dean Emerson
Dr. Thiessen



,Mr. Dyrness “Dean Emerson, and Dr. Thlessen told me late yes—“
- terday: afternoon that you and they had reached a satisfactory
working. understanding.” 'This is indeed a great wvictory. If
a misunderstanding had to'arise, it is providential that it
came up.at! thisttage., - The victory. proves among other

" ' ;of you are large calibre men and that the
bundant supply of grace._}

;N,»w.d the regular functioning channels.
rganized machinery, but I.am inclined . -




March
thirty-one
1937

Dr. Gordon Clark
The College

Dear Dr. Clark

A
I am returning herewith your "Self Disclosure of Jesus" by Vos.
I do very deeply appreciate your kindness in lending me this and
other works., I now own a copy of Vos!' "0ld and New Testament
Biblical Theology." I am asking our book store to search the
second-hand stores for a copy of the "Self Disclosure,"

Am I entirely wrong in thinking that between pages 215 and 227
Vos leaves the door wide open for the idea that the being of the
second person of the Trinity was derived from God the Father in
eternity? It seems to me that his doctrine of the eternal
generation of the Son leads directly to that inference,

I note that Ven Til in his Apologetics carefully safeguards this
point, :

Yours in Christian fellowship
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April

one
1937

Dr. Gordon Clark

The College

Dear Dr. Clark %

I hope that occasionally at your convenience ydu will keep me
waked up and prodded along in certain subjects which I ought to
be studying. .

Relative to a conversation of ours of 'some months ago, T have
just noted an article of Professor Murray's, reviewing Berkhof's
recent book on the Atonement (Presbyterian Guardian for November
14, 1938, page 52, center column). The following material

seems to be in a quotation from Berkhof of which Murray approves.

"..eThe idea is not that /Pld7 is simply en infraction
of some positive enactment of God.../%ht of7 essGod's
moral law which is as to its essence grounded in the

very nature of God and is therefore necessary and
immutable.. It is & law which God cannot simply ignore

or set aside at will, since it is the expression of His
very belng...the will of God is not an arbitrary will but
& will which is determined by...all the divine perfectlons

n
teos

This is the distinction which>Charles Hodge mekes very clearly and
which A. A. Hodge makes very clearly and emphatically.

Very cordially yours

oYy

JOB/W
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Poay e Moinbiee

Your lothior of damusery btooaby«Di0W0 1A% Vi onclogarsg o Jueb
s befare wo. 1 wndosroband Lhal whon e Leird ws horoe lagh
wesit gowe furbher coxmnlceblon fran Horey Coray had Loan recolvod,

"

Yo et o praging Dor biro swes Than ovor,

I ad o pleasant ohal wibth (v o lwldian, Mo la o fevienlan ond
a voal salnb,

I do not thine you usaed to bo Jdisturbod abeod; -, tdarice 1 nvo
noh had opoovhuaddy of conforrlng: wibth Lln much in recent Jays.

i kave boen eo brocsndously bugy. ¢ oonn very woll undovstond
how the iss:o of church poally oishd bo qaimiflied and o 5o
appear winbt 1L weally is nob,  For o, ol courze, the Vestolnsbor
Confegslon, Chaptor XoXNI, dolinos She espancs of Preshyborien
ehureh povernment. 1% is nasuned koro Slnd the local olmrch i
coverned by elders, b 1 curmob £lnd anywhsre in the Vesinincter
Staedards any statoent Lo Sho offeot Lint a porson is nob o
“recbytorian if Lo is not actually under e systen of graded courds,
b rathor "it belompeth to the overseoers and other rulers of tho
particular chuprdhios by vivtuc of tholr offico and tho powor vhich
Ghrist hath given them for odification and not for dostruobilon, to
appoint such mssemblies /synods oud oovnollg/ and convemo tojoblhor
in then ap often as they ohell Judre 1% expodient for the sood of
the church.” This makes 1t porfoctly logicel for an indepomdent
Prochytorian church governed by ltg oelders and not in & congrorms
tionl mannor, to exist for o time, oven for rany yoors, withood



fpe Helnbire = 2

boiny pubject to army hichor court than ibe owm oeasslon. The
sopaion 1o called "the parochiel proobybory” by A. A. fiodpo in
his caxenbary on tho Confoselon of Paith, pacge &7, Tho fack
shnt the Vostmingtor Aguvanbly oob up w fomm of govermand ood a
pystom of graded courbs and Lhut comenbators like Hodge leve
asguncd that praded evurts would natupally oxist, does nob chungp
the fact tint tho Confossion ghould be used as the eubliority for
the intorpretation of the o of jovermont and Luat hecording
to the Confession it 1s tho seddwy officors of Ll Teeal churchos
wiw are to detormine whon and how synoeds and counclls apro to o
cailed, '

Ve wa ignow Giwmu dePhorson and Brmebaugh and Laired 81l have local
shurahes poverned by cldeprs and nobt poverned in & congvepstional
wisnnore.  d0280 uen cwrougiily bolieve in the Mresbyborian fom of
govornment and believe tiat oynods and counslls eugl to be con-
vened, bub they vellove that for thoir own clmurches and for the
prosont condlition of alfalrs thoro doss not now oxigh a synod or
oo Qad WO walen wheldr wurcaes Guphe %o e subjostede

4 imve sald wore Ghan i sbouid in the avove, bub 1 wanled vu geb
doumn 1y own opinlon ou papor, vuv chersfosre i am imposing it on

youo How we know that thore wro obthurs who dieagroe with this

vory simple stutersmat of Uho veseitianl of Presuyberiaa povesmwub.
it is nob surprising thet pereons not rxmbers of the Indepondents
Beard may have besn honestly convinoed that ve were wrong on this
quogblone e ave dono vory 1lubtle o ebabe our vase and avideutly
plonty has bewn seld on Ghw obiwr slde.

1 do nob wlaws anyoco uneb damilisr wivh all ho olscumstauoes fop
thlniclng that the fMelluve of the loard Hio po-clewt Lo waobon was
"goawlalonge” I waes deoply couverued owver Uho poedecibly licans
avblitude ol the Guardiun Gouwnsd you wml Slw Doacon. T was ubild
move doeply ocnsoraed whon L. Mnelca would nob oven lsbon 4o &
phabessut of my ergussat ané plea. Thw faot Ghat the Cuardinn
could Nt o would not live up vo its owm principlos and did, in
dealing with me, exaebly viat 1t eslled “moral defection® in you,
ouplit 0 bo poinbted wub nore cloarly than has boen Conss 1 do nob
Dlame the Guerdian for not pelnting everybhing I waabted b0 say, bub
i do soricusly blams 1t Jor atlackin, your noral clarscter when yom
did oot awe your way clser bto primé all ot Ur. Kulpor wantod Yo
BAY «

% wou this incene attltude of the Guardian axd . echon's ublop
uwwillingness to liston to eny plos or ergunent on the subject,
which finally convinoed mo that I met vote apainst Dr. lachon's
ro-cloction to the prosidency of the Board.



Hr. HoIntire - #3

We nust remember also that our best friends have been told

that we deliberately went out and brought in e certain person,
after the balloting hnd been started, to vote against Dr. Xachen.
Whereas of course those present know that no one came in or wab
brought in after the question came before the Board, but laird
left before any vote was taken and Dr. Woods lef't dfter the tis
vote wag taken.,

The whole question has been further complicated by very sad
circumstances. I am sure you know that I said before the meseting
of the Independent Board at which Dr. Machen was not re-slscted,
that if Dr. lachen or any other member of the Philadelphie Presby-
tery of the Presbyterian Church of America challenged the right
of a certain person to sit as & member of the Board, I was not
prepared to defend hls presence there. 1 had had a conference
with Dr. Machen and several others, members of the Phlladelphia
Pregbytery and of the Independent Board, some days before. I
had stated that they as members of the Philedelphia Presbytery
were responsible for the handling of the problem. They had
adnitted and assumed this responsibility. We all knew that the
person in question had been thoroughly dealt with in repgard to
the long past problems of his life and that he was not oven
acoused of enything immoral in the matter before ua. I had said
in the econfercnce with members of the Philedelphia Presbytery
that I thought the Presbytery must take some mction and could not
allow a member merely to becoms independent or demit the ministry
if it was thought that any real offense had been committed,

When I returned to Philadelphia before the meeting of the Inde-
pendent Board and before the General Assembly which preceded it,
I was informed that the members of the Philadelphia FPresbytery
who had told me that they felt responsible for the case, had
decided to take no action and to allow the pergon to declare him-
gsolf independent. Nr. John Murray had been present at the con-
forence with members of the Philadelphie Presbytery above referred
to. He had stated that in his opinion the presbytery coculd not
allow the person to become independent if it wms thought that any
real offense had been committed. According to the Book of
Discipline, Chepter VII, 2, b, to allow g minister to declare
himself independent would seem to imply that he is not considered
guilty of serious offense. (S8eo algo Section § of the same
chapter.)

How thersfore when Dr. llachen, Mr. Rian, Hr. Woodbridge, lir. Woolley,
and Dr. Stonshouse, all of whom had told me that they felt respong-
ible in the problem of this person, all apperently concurred in



Mr. Melntire - #4

taking no action but allowing him to declare himself indopendent,=-
when ell of these, I 88y, who had invostipated all the facts and
know all the circumstances, allowed this person to be present at
the very first part of the meetiny;; of the Independent Deord and

to take part in all of its deliberations and wote on every subject,
I did not feel that it wes my cuty to object to hie preseunce, but
rathor I felt that he had beon unfairly dealt with in earlicr
unolticial oceni'erences.

Now 21l of thig is well known to tho members of the Independent
Roard, but we know too well the insinuvations an:k infercrnces that
have boen scattered abrond.

¥hen we consider the great oremplo of Dr, lachen in his defunse of
tho fadth, it is not surpricing that Christisn people not wiowing
all the facts regard Ir, facuen's dofeat ve a candidate for
re~eleetion, as & scandalous thing, especially when they arc
falsoly iurorued thai an luproper person was "broupht in" to vote
against him,

Plense forgive this loap coplstles I & really under tremendous
prossure, I do not have proper time Lo look after pressing
dutices I felt that L wwslt et Lhese thoughts down on paper in
such form that I could sucw them to a few friends. I think I
aan not doing wrong in sending coples to Dr, Clark and to Henry
Corays I think ealgo I imd better send a& copy to ivrs. Andrews,
since ghe asked me aboul sonue of bhese questions. If you wigh

to use any of the material in thils letter in any way, please feel
frec to do go.

I an delighbed tuv kuow oi dJames iamuwa's ordination. Fleaso give
nim wy heartiest good wisin s,

We are looking forwerd to o vime of wlessing when Lelrd lmrris
cuncs at the end of this uwonth.

Always praying for the Lord's abundant blessing upon yowr {reat
worik, I anm

Yours in Caristian fellowship

Fon/



DEPARTMNENT OF
BIBLE AND PHILOSOPHY

Dear Dr. Buswell,

The enclosed letter frowm the ¥Wheaton
Colleze Alumni Association, asking for a letter of
comparisons, is self explanatory.

-ut the VWheaton Collpge constituency, xmeny
of whow have never known university life, and some
no doubt have aever known any coliege life, way need
some things emphasized znd others omitted.

Would you therefore give a judgment as to
the suitability of ny reply?

Thank you.




President— The Wheaton
TORREY JOHNSON, ‘30 Alnmui News
15t Yice.President—
ALFRED ENGLE, '32 Official Publication
2nd VYice-President— Mh%ﬂnn GHIIPBP Issued Bi-Monthly
EFFIE JANE WHEELER, ‘19 . . . Subscription $1.00 per Year
Recording Secretary— Alumnt Aﬁﬁm’mhﬂn
AGNES HORNESS, '3 ¥
Treasurer— BOX 266
OBED S. KAY, 29 Editor-in-Chief—
Members-at-Large— WHEATON, ILLINOIS % CAROL DRISCOLL, ‘30
ELLIOTT COLEMAN, '28 Business Manager—
EVERETT DeVELDE, '27 CLIFFORD MICHAELSON, ‘34

RICHARD GRAY, '34

[ IN REPLYING, KINDLY ADDRESS—
1625 Asbury Avenue, Evanston, lIl,

May 14, 1938.

Doctor Gordon Clark,
Wheaton College,
Wheaton, Ill.

My dear Doctor Clark:

The editors of the Alumni News would very much
like a letter from you for the commencement i-sue of the
paper. As a new professor whose background is not in
Wheaton, your comments on Wheaton College will be of great
interest to our alumni, We should like to have a column
(about seven hundred words) on your first impressions of
Wheaton, or a comparison of Wheaton with the colleges of
your previous experience.

If you can do this for us, may we have your letter
by the twenty-fourth of this month.

Cordially yours,
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COURTHETTSIVT FKAVITATIOﬁ IIT PHILNENTHY.
First 2Afternoon.

Ine student sheuld alw to answer aXl the following
qussticong in three heurs; one heur extra will Tz
verritted.

The firzt five juszbtlcis szre to be answered in cne
heur =nd a half. Put your name and the nane of
PUr. Strew on the ccver ¢f the beok.

1. State chronclogically the actors znd the ideas in
the historical desvelogpment of logic. :

2. Erief in dsztail the whols subject of the syllogisn.
3.  Uxplain Vill's methods znd their use and purrose.
“l' Gch 8 L [ f tLLC

siew lsciture cxewrlifying each ¢
. [ & Sheteh

idductive wneth tion .

che fallzciles, with exampies frow hereakouts in
tlan use-

List ¢
whicgh theilr aveidancs would increzse cur Chri

fulness.

o
. three , f‘a
The next swe jucsticns should,take %= +
Put them in a seyarzte bcok, on which write your nane
and thet of Dr. Ruswell.

1. Cregent the histery of the human mind's stru:sgle with
the orob¢am cf evil. Let your presentation show & lezical
cutline of the varicus schools of ethical theczry.

fztian view cof he protlem of svil,
toward

S Present the Chr
i i 3'dfsof~\1cn cf the Christian attitude
-Chr systen.
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