to the Members of the
Evanrvelical Theolopical Society

And all other interested persons:

velatedly | have discovered that sy article on fnosiicism
in Vol. 1V of THE pNCYTLOPuI'IA 0. CHRLI TIanITY convains two

paragraphs L did not write,

The bottom two paragraphs on page 3u8, col. 2 have
clearly been lifted, with slipght alterations, from Professor

A. M. Reninick's artiecle in Baker's Dictionary of Theology,

I am somewhat inclined to think that Professor Renwick's
interpretation of Basilides (p. 238, col. 2) is not quite

accurate; and therefore I would not have wiitten as he did.

But the important point is that any scholar who compares
the two articles will think that I have plagiarized the ba.er's
Tictionary's material. I did not. This was the work of the
editor, who without my knowledge or permission inserted

Professor Renwick's thought and words.into my article.

I do not know who this editor was, for, I am told,
Kr. Jay Green changed editors during the process. But whoever

it was, I resent and denounce the result.

Very truly yours.

Gorden H, Clark
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¥heaton, Illinois
August 1942

To the Board of Trustues of Wheaton Collicges

This 18 submitted ag the report of the Committee apnointed ail
tho June meeting to investigate certain questions which: had arisen with
rogpect to the teaching of Dr. Gordon H. Clark.

Your Committee met witi Dr, Clark and conferred with him at
lenygth about the guestions wihich had srisen and particulurly as to his
personal teliefs in cortein theologicsl doetriness.

Te ars glad that we can commend nis frankness, and we do not
quastion hls scholarly attainments or the intellectual queliity of his
tesching.

In most respects wo do not believe thsot his Christiasn beliefs
would differ materially from thoze of othereg either of the faculty or of
the trustees. However, he holds certein views, originsting with John
Calvin ov with imitators of Colvin, which go beyond what we could endorse.
He carries the truth that God is the original Besin: tc the point where he
fronkly states that God 1s the author even of evil; and he identifies the
8ing which cre comalbted with God's plun, to the point, as ve wnderstand
him, of gaying that God purposcd that they should Le commitied. To his
mind these views nelther alleviale the gullt of the sinner nor the need
and duty of preuwching vightoousness and asnlvation. Thls situstion may be
better understood 1f we quobte a few pardicular beiiefs vwhich he holds:

God decrses onc man to b a murderer, or adulisrer, or anh idiot.

Go:l decrees some to heaven and some to hell,. :

God i3 emotionlsss, unmoved.

Godts love 18 a manifestutlon of His will only, not of His
affsctions (if any).

God never loved the non-clect.

Dr. Clark tesclics some courss or cowrges in which hilstoric
heslogical doctrines are reviewed., Obviously information as to the par—
ticular group of doctrines which we have mentioned must be included in such
o course; and if Dre. Clark is asked &s to his porsonal opinion, he cammot
well avoid replying, Ve fesl that his opinions, and doubtless the agitation
of such views by certain groups of students, have led in certain cases to
demoralizing deductions which Dr. Clark himself would deplore; for example,
in the words of a former student: "Since God is the originator of everything,
including sin, end He worketh in me both to will and do of His good pleasure,
tlien my sins are not sins at all bubt merely the works of God in my life,.
Therafore I should not be too disturbed by my weaknesses.®

To your Committee, the deductions are not sntirely illoglcal, und
the views themselves aro unsownd und for that reason dungerous. Some of
your Committes feel that part of the error arises from an effort to expand,
by humuan reason und deduction, the doctrine of the person of God beyond what
is definitely tuuzht in the Scripture; and that to atteompt to directly refute
such error, similarly might be to presums by human wisdom to develop doctrines

—— OVEr -



Paga Two

about God going beyond what He has ssen fit to reveal to us.

Ve do not find that Dr. Clsrik's opinions differ materially from
those which he frankly stated, and which were [reelv discussed, when he was
employed six years age. They may not be, in themsélves, opinions the mere
holding of which would disqualify him for permenent membership in our faculty;
but we feel that if their =zctive discusgion cannot be avolded in teaching his
present subjects, ultimately he should teuch in other fields or plen for open-
ings elsevhere. ' :

We do not consider it feasible to fully solve this )zoblem now but
in submitting this report to you and delivering =z copy of it to Pre Clhﬁk, vie
nake these suygestlons-

1. Thut to the largest extent possible he confine his teachlnb
- to the stuted subjscts, wWithisut udvocaling any thiological beliefs vhich are
conblovexsiul among orthodox Christiung ‘» \\
: ’ Z. Tuat if asked his personal opinion as to the group of doc=

' t*inea in question, he be frank but state the belief rather than expounding
‘his reasons, — being squally frank in sdmitting his susceptibility to error
and that his views. in this’ reapect have not been those of most Ghristian
londers;

3. Thut he add that he by no means endorses deductions fram
such doctrines which have been made on such guestions as personal responsi-
bility for sin, the duty of missionary effort and evangelization, and the
duty of secking the guidance of .the Spirit as to problems both of conduct
and doctrine. ' '

Ve find that the situstion has been intensified by the promulgation
of speciual theological doetrines by a voluntury group of students known as
the Creed Club. Undoubtedly this group has regarded Dr, Clerk zs a sponsor,
porhaps mistakenly so.  They have met regularly in & room provided by the
Collepa for the use of student organizations.

Ve feel that Vheaton as an undenominational College should notl be
pluced in the position of apparently fostering doctrines which would ceem
parversive -to many- groups of orthodox Christiuns, end that cars-should be
taken to avold loans of College facilities for such purposes.

The difficulties of the situation will be considered in making up
class schedules for ths current year. ke suggest patience and prayer that
these problems, difficult as they are, may be resolved in a munner that will
be for the glory of the One for whose Kingdom the College exists.

Regpectfully submitted,

Hembers of the Committee: (Sizned) Hermen A, Fischsr
Mr. Fischer (81 'ned) V.H, Edman
Dr. Fuller

Dr. Ironside
Dr. HcCarrell
dre. Nicholas



Mr. tllan C, Exery
267 Summer Htreet
Bogten, Yass.

Dear Mr. Emery,

Fith the exception of your omitting nsws of
Allan, I am deerly aporeciative of your kind roply tc my
long letter of a few days ago,

Since the adnlnliatration committec ig to
dizcuss rmy caese this week, I balleve, and 0 report to the
faculty the following Tuesday, there may be some point in
your sriting %o Dr. EZdman, though thes wisdom of such a
preccdure is a matter for you to decide. You may gquote ny
letter. I tricd to gtabte public fucts that cannot be denied.

~ The reinstoteoment of the nhllcegophy major,
howevor, ~ if the faculity decldes ¢ reinstate 1t - will,

I foar, lexve the basic nroblew unasolved. A section cf the
school holds that not merely raust 211 of us nccept the

nine points of doctrine in the o=tulog, but that, further,

no differences with the head of the Bibie Derartment ocre 1o
be tolernted. I am one of ancther group which believes that
other views more in accord with histeric Protestentism should
be oympathetionlly represented. It is completely imposslible
for me to hear the reformed faith constantly attacked without
saying aomething in its favor.

Since thie is o matter of most boasle policy,
a clarification by the trusztees, if you cars to ask for it con
June 13, would settle the pexrplexity of those whe cre iluterested.
It =ould be a plaeasure to have the ornrortunity to spesk with
you during veur vieit ot thet tine.

Very truly yours,



EMERY & CONANT COMPANY

INCORPORATED

WOOL MERCHANTS
ALLAN C.EMERY, TREASURER 267 SUMMER STREET
RALPH W. CONANT, PRESIDENT BOSTON MASS

CLIFTON B. RUSSELL,VICE PRESIDENT SUCCESSORS TO
RICHARD |. GOODRICH, CLERK STUDLEY 8 EMERY

May 22 - 1942

Dr. Gordon H. Clark
Philosophy Department
WHEATON COLLEGE
Wheaton

Illinois

Dear Dr. Clark:

Your letter of May 19th 1s duly
received, and I have read the letter which you en-
cloged, addressed to Allan Jr.

Allan has a very high regard
for you....and he enloyed very much the fellowship
which he had with you and your family when at your
home during his freshman year at Wheaton.

The conditions which you mention
in your letter are certainly most unfortunate, and
I am very sorry. I plan to be at the Trustees'
meeting on Saturday, June 1%th, returning home Sun-
day evening. I hope I can see you during that time
and discuss this matter with you.

. Would you like to have me write
President Edman? If so, should I quote from your
letter to me?
With best wishes,

Sincerely yours,

ACE :10 Al%iﬁﬁgijEmﬁiyf/,




Viuy 12 1942

Kr. Alloun C. Trery
Xiag Ozl HILX
Weyuwouth Helghts Uozs,

My dear Mr. Enmery,

Your son, whom wo gnjoved having with
us during his year at Theaton, told me to ho free to
write to him cr to you, 1f ocoralon chould arise. There
is an ccounzlion now.

Mt since I hove not heard from Allan

for scme time, I fe=zr that he wight be in the armed
forces., Thersfere I have written to him but am enclosing
the letter with this to you. If he ie herme, T judge that
both ¢f you will rend it.

Very truly yonr
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Mr. 23ilon C. Erery, Je.
Kirng Ouk 111
Weyrouth Heighte, iasg
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De-y AMlezn,

On onz cr twe ceonsivrs you told me that
if I had eny matter conceruning the college which I desirsd
1o pregent to your father se trustee, I shculd feel free to
write to you or to him. 1In the prezent situsticn I think
it 16 prerer to write; it iz the firet time, and it mzy be
the lost.

Firast en secount of the situstion ~ust be
made. Owing to the wor and to the budzet 1t seceme that socme
retrvenchmerts in the cellege muct he ande. This noseilly
affects the offering of some M"majers® in ths curriculum.
When the materisl for the preeent catalceg wne dbelng prepnred,
Dr. Thicseen told mwe thzt Dr. ¥dwen wantced te sse me about
the rhilescephy majer. T r:zt Dr. Tdooan in the hall and he
askea me to write s letter :ivirng wy views 28 to keeping or
droerning 1t. With one cf the young faculty men called into
the army. I was asked to teach four hours of Greck. In my
letter I showed how a philvsorhy major could be retsined
even vhile I taught some Greek.

Th- next thing I ¥new the catalog was rpublished
with the philsovhy rajor missing. Theve had been no deport-
mental reccrmeniotion, ne commlttec wreting, no faculty =zetion.
It seems to me that &1l metters rertaining to the curriculum
sheuld pzss through the faculty. Therefore I asked in the
faculty rmceving if this were not the case, and how it wae
that the whilosorhy major was dropped without regular sction.
The fauculty secmed to approve of my views and instructad the
administration cormittes (comrosed largely of the hesds of
the departments) to discuse the metter end bring back a
recorrendution.

In thie committee meeting it became olear ithut
the war and the budget had virtu=lly nothing to do with the



matter, for I had some eighteen or twenty major students
while oth T majors h: d less than five.

The real renson camre tce light in ceveral
accuzations made againt me. Tirat, I was =z Crlvinist, 2nd
Wheaton ought not tc ke known as 2 C&lviniatic school.

Second, my students asked Dr. Thieesen emborracsing questions.
Third, I gzave ny moral ouppert to the Creed Club, a "diaruntive®
group of students thet meet to etvdy the Pitle =s interpreted

by thz rofcrmed coreeds.

I tried tc rerly to there aocr sptiong. First,
I 2 o2 Cllvinist. Tt 45 the dectrine of 2 dozen or more of
the [inest svangeliocal denominaticns. Wheiton ig ostennibly
an intevdenoaminati-nal school, and if Colvinism is perasistently
attagaved (a0 it is), it ought t¢ heve nlso a gymoathetic
preszntation. fince T do nnt hove muich time to diascuse it
in cices (for the subject mutter overlnps only ~t intervala),
I 2m hoooy that the students rmeet in tha Cread Club to atudy
th: matter. I canaot attend very often, but I gertasialy
leny thear ry 2meral surnrort.

Th: 43
pr. Thizagzn smhorres

ti) r,)

cond charge war thot m studtents ask
oing quaetions. I thios meane that I
sugzoat that they zo and nel him queaticne, the charce i3
ful:,o His students alno comz to me and ﬁ“k questicne. Yh
they 10 86, I am nsithar embarrassed, nor do I think he hasg
gent them to me. As n maitter of f.ct, the students who lnow
me brat and sense the eltuation =ak Br. Thiesaen vewy feox
questisnas.  Most of the questions come from studente who are
sluwply sseking informarion, end yet the otudents tell me
that Dr. Thiesszn takes nenrly every gqueatiom ns a personal
affront,” Tn onn 2ase, if the stuisnts renort corraetly, o
girl whom I do not know, who nevar hiea2 talen =aoy work from
me, azked 3 question, and Dr. Thicszasn a20lded nar till she
cri 2d in class.

The third charge is »f courss nlons thz awme
& rnl -line. The Creed Club asked to use » room in the
New uorm this year. They werea nranuei nermisaion. They
ccnduct 2 sober, dicnitied ahurch se rrvice, with hymns, ovayer,
and vhat ig prnctic 2 Lly a sermon. The ﬁean, however, ohavead
thst Colvinism was 3 sect and triasd to yut them cut. They asked
to hnve the oprortunity to epeak before the Crmmittee on
Student Affairs, I think thut they were not granted permission,
but no furhter attemnt w3s made tc¢ put them cut. PFar from
being a disruntive influence, they astand a zood deal of
petty versecution. Calviiism is misrerresented, T oan say
even slandersd in classes, and often students take the cue and
ovenly snear at the members of the Creed Club.

Finally, in the mesting of the committee on
adiuinistration, in which these charges had been made against
&, Ur. Thiessen demanded that there be no mention of



a theologloal poeition different from his made in the
¢classes. And in particular, since ar in hig department,
I nust never disagrec with him. Of ccurse I am free to
believe ae I please, but the students ~ust never Ynow it.

This dewmand 18, I take it, a demend for
rmy resignaticn. It comes at a very awkward time cf the
year, wihen 1t is difficult to find aucther pesition; and
I nr unwilling to reeign without acjualinting sore of the
trustees vith the remsons. IT the trustecs wieh to enforce
the views of Dr. Thiewsen and some ¢f the ctherz, that i1l
settle the matter. But I wust remind them thet Celviniam
has been 2 poble snd dowinant part of Protestantism, vherews
Dr. Thiesgen's theolcgy hzs never been zdo-tad by any
dercsincticn and is only hie prersinal production.

hese are the facts as I sec them, and I
an writing this letter siuply fer your inferecetion.

Vory sinccrely yours,



May 1L 1974

Dr. Mitton C. Fisiher
Aeformed Zpiscopal seminary

Philadelphiz, Pa.

Lesar Tr, Fisgher,

Your letter of last week was embarressingly complimentary,
bul your aglnowledpgeent of my high regard for the theological integrity
of your seminary is completely true.

You alsc honor me by inviting me to share in your work. It is
something thet I Tind very attractive. Asclde from writicg, there is
nothing I would rather do.

Ny wife and I havwe considered your offer with grest care. It
hss been uppermost in our minds since we received your letter. The
matter is more complex from cur viewpoint here than it may seem from
that of our friends in Philadelphia; and we have gone over & dozen or
80 important phases of such a rove.

41t great regret we have concluded that we musl decline
your offer. The watier ¢f Ilnances, which you meniilon in your ietter,
is not the most important corsideration; and I would never sugpest
a figure higher than then sugg:sted vy Holert dudoiph over ¢he phone.
But after welighing & dozen factors, it seems tc ms that it Lis best
not to come.,

You can have only e faint ides of how atbractive your offer
has been. Let me ascure jou that my interest in and respsct for your
seminary is in no way diminished. I prey thet the Lord will bless
you &1l sbundantly and that the influence of your teachling will
extend farther and deeper Lhan ever.

Meat cordially yours,

florden He Clark




THE THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY of the REFORMED EPISCOPAL CHURCH

25 SOUTH FORTY-THIRD STREET
PHILADELPHIA 4, PENNSYLVANIA

Telephone: BAring 2-5158

May 7, 1974

Dr. Gordon H. Clark
345 Buckingham Drive
Indianapolis, Ind. 46208

Dear Dr. Clark:

Recognizing how very much you have to offer those
dedlcated to the serious study and effectlve proclamation
of the truths of God's Word, remembering your sustalned
intersst and support of the labors of the Faculty of the
Reformed Epliscopal Seminary over the years to maintain
sound witness and skillful training of each new generation
of biblical exegetes and articulate spokesmen for the faith
once delivered, and surmising that resettlement near mem-
bers of your famlly could prove a satisfactory post-re=-
tirement adjustment--we of the current R.E.S. Faculty have
made bold to approach you with the request that you cone
3ider sharing with us in the crucial task with which our
Lord has commissioned us. You know our institution well
enough to reallze that our students come to us for the
very reason that they know our position, theologically,
and with very few exceptlions are extremely teachable and
receptive. Some are hampered by academic wealnesses, due
to our admitting men prior to college exposure (the advan-
tages of which you are also aware), but most of the really
weak or unwilling ones never make 1t past first year Greekl

What we have in mind 1s your teachling two two-zemes-
ter-hour courses: Apologetics to Senlors and Gresk Exegesis
to Middlers (John's Gospel the first term and I Peter the
second). The Trustees will need to approve this call for
a vislting professorshlp and finally determine the salary
figure, but we'd appreclate having your reaction in writing,
and any suggestion on your part as to what would seem
appropriate remuneration would also provide guldance in
the making of a firm offer.

May God grant you that guldance which will prove
to our mutual benefit and the most profitanle use of
your time for the strengthening of His kingdom's work.

Since;e » in His se e,
24 ( 4\ 0( . o
[» o A = . = _‘;/’—I/K

s Secretary
to the Faculty

"We are ambitious to be well-pleasing wato Him.”—11 Cor. :5:9



