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Februrary 9 1973
Dear Betsy,

Two or three letters ago you wrote that you were changing your
vacation plans, and instead of going to Synod and then to Arizona, you
would go to Arizona first and Synod afterward. Correct?

You wanted to know if we would take Zephi. Of course. In fact
I miss him when I take a nap. I ought to take a walk too. But the
effects of flu and cold make it very comfortable for me not to take a
walk, It would have been hard, some of these past evening$ to take
him out; and I am very grateful to you for keeping him. Last Sunday
I did not even go to church. I slept two hours in mid-morning and
three hours in the afternoon. This week 1 feel a little better.

Here is our schedule for the next months. The ETS meets
at Trinity Ev. Div, School, in Deerfield, on March 30-31. I may
read a paper - not sure yet. Easter is very late this year and our
spring vacation begins April 20 and ends Mon. 30, 8:00 A.M. We
could come and get Zephi then.

Or, could you possibly bring him here earlier? I just don't
see how you by yourself, can bring a dog and two lively boys. Could
Wyatt come with you? Needless to say, we would be glad to see you
at any time.

Now sit down and get ready for a shock. This week Bill Right,
of Campus Crusade, asked me to teach for him for a period of time! He
wants to give his apostles some education, and will get teachers for
one week periods and for one month periods - with repeats. His sheet
had a list of maybe fifty subjects from which his prospective teachers
could choose.

Well, it is not likely that he and I could geét along very
well, But I wrote him a polite letter, indicating that he had omitted
some information that would be almost essential for a decision., I
also asked him for the statement of faith on which he operates. I have
ne ver seen one, and do not know whether he has one,

A few years ago, maybe when you were at Covenant, you compared
one of his psychological laws with a verse in Corinthians, to show that
they contradicted each other. Do you remember the law and the verse?

I would be glad if you could giwe them to me.

The radio says it will drop to 2 tgonight. We have had up into
the fifties recently, a lot in the forties.

The reports to and from your congregational meeting were
interesting. Maybe if Wyatt is more firm, things will improve.

Love,

)__1“’"



Carlisle, Mass.
May 15, 1942

Dr. Gordon EH. Clark,
Vheaton, I1l1l.

Dear Dr. Clark,

I can give only hasty remarks and reactions due to the
preesure of time.

As for your choices concerning occupation I would sug-
gest that you follow your own heart. Don't enter the ministry
because of the pressure of circumstances--only if you feel
e real call which cen't be turned agside. If I felt called to
teach I would even leave the denomination if it seemed wise
and necessary to do so in order to keep on teaching. If I
ffelt called to preach I would first exhaust every possibility
of getting into the denomination with which I was most in ac-

cord3 theologically and ecclesiastically (I mean Church Govern-
ment).

As for presenting resolutions and hinging staying in or
getting out of the church on anything pertaining to such
resolutions, I can only say that that isn't my idea of the
church and denominationalism. The only reasons which ap-
veal to me for leaving a denomination don't include such @an
cne., It seems too much like the Bible Presbyterian business,
I don't think we have any right to leave a church because of
extra-Confessional differences.

I'm sure my remarks ddn‘t sound humble, but I mean them
that way. I just don't have time to write at length and
go mugt go right to the point. I hope you'll forgive me.

With all best wishegs~-in Christ,

(it ot et



Carlisle, Mass.
May 4, 1942

Dr. Gordon Clark,
Wheaton, I11l.

Dear Dr. Clark,

Thanks for all the information in your letter. I may
have occasion to use some of it to correct fasle notions.

It would be my judgment that it is best to wait and
see whether you hear from Pres. Wood. I am quite sure that
Tenney will bring up your name, and if Pres. Wood is at all
interested he will undoubtedly get in touch with you.

If I can be of help at any time, please let me know.

Sincerely in Christ,

(Botedicianl
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First, the philosophy mujor was dropyped from the catalog

wilthout departmental recommendation, committee aoction or hﬂ
facultly approval. One camnet submit to puch ap—urders Ul 4zﬁ$h
bandsd procedure and retain salf-resp=ct. I am also at

variance with the policy of lowering graduation and

entrace requiremsnts, and the lack of enccuragement, not

to mention the positive handioaps, with reference to

scholarly productivity by the fraoulty.

Seoend, while the college has the undieputed right to
require o sincere uaharanoe to the dootrinal hoaition “mﬂwwcutab@%///

stated in the ocatalog, ed.- -£0 //,'
aaqn=&a&:$h§:£&uﬁzntz5 either in olaas or in a ntudent 2 , e,
oltb, with the historic position of the several Prestyterian ‘ﬂf /D'“lz
denceinations, the severalR Reformed Churches, the ftgn/ X
Congregaticnal bodies, a large number of the Baptist e *¢‘@ }/
churches -~ in general the position of the greatest men ”Qt{/ VQ%
of the Protestant reformation. CooperationyisydelIned ™ (.- ¢ ¢4 o
a8 compliance with the theology of one or a fey individuals, f(

a theology never adonted by any denomination, nor by Wg& .
Wheaton College. The unauthorized imposition |0f suee— o

standarde, contrary to the historic oreeds of Protestantism,
is un u par with the unauthorized dropping of |the
philosophy major, and ite cause.
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First, the philosophy major was dropred from the catalog
without departmental recommendation, committze ection or
faoculty approval. One cannot asubmit to euck an undere-
handed procesdure znd retain self-respect. I am also at
variance with the policy of lowering graduaticn and
entraoe requirements, and the lack of enccuragement, not
to mention the positive hundicaps, with refersnoe to
goholarly productivity by the faculty.

Seocnd, while the college has the undisputed right to
require 2o sincere sdherence to the doctrinsl roelition

stated in the ostalog, I have been denied the right to
acquuaint the students, either in class or in a student

cléb, with the historic position of the several Presbyterian
denouminations, the ssveralR Reformed Churches, the
Congregational bodies, a large number of the Baptist
churches «- in general the posi}ion of the greatest nen

of the Protestant reformation. vCooperation is defined

as coupliance with the theology of one or a few individuals,
a theology never adoprted by any denomination, nor by
Wheaton College. The unsuthorized imposition of new
standarde, contrary to the historic oreeds of Protestantiasm,
is on a par with the unauthorized dropping of the
philosophy major, and its cause.
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faculty approval. One cannct submit tc such an under-
handed procedure and retain self-resp:zct. I am also at
variance with the policy of lowering gradustion and
entrace regquirements, and the lack of enccuragement, not
to mention the positive handicsns, with referance to
scholarly productivity by the faculty.

Seocnd, while the ccllege has the undieputed right to
recuire 2 sincers adhereance to the doctrinal nosition

steted in the catelog, I huve been denied the right to
acquaint the students, elither in class or in a student

cliwb, with the historic gosition of the severazl Prestyterian
dencuoinaticns, the severalR Refcermed Churches, the
Cengregaticnal bodies, a large number of the Baptist
churches -~ in generzl the position of the greatest men

of the “rotestant reforrzation.)Cooperation is defined

as ccmnliance with the theology of one or a few individuals,
a theology nevar zdcrted by any denowmination, nor by
Yheaton College. The unauthorized imgosition of new
standards, contrary to the historic creeds of Protestantiom,
is on & par with the unauthcrized dropping of the
philosorhy major, and its cause.



610 Howard St. Wheaton, I11.
May 1 1943.

Deuzr CLIff, Bob, nnd -Burt,

In reply to a letter from Cliff urging me %o
withdraw my total abotinencs rescluticn, I think I ows o
gtatmeent to Bob amil Burt sinece I ragpact thaly judgment,
desires thelr advice, and in the cuse ¢f Burt bascouse what
I wny a3ay here will sound inconsistent with what I wrote him
mravitcusly on thie mutter.

First of all, to {ry to mnke this letlisr o
litile more complete, I affirm my bellizf In the dootine of
Christion liberty. Spurgeon awcked, ILuther drunk bezr { the
etintin: atuff), andl with the statenment propsrs:d by the
commities of nine vn the matier I =m in comrlete agresment.

Furtherwore I sympathize, mors than the
geninnry men imagse I Judpge, with thely unwillingness to
make sven an aprarant congegsslion to the Theaton group,
the »rriccdionists, thz victoricuas 1ile grouy, and that
type of roorle. I know vary w21l that my rezolution wo.ld
not chenge thelr sttitude one bit towurd ue. The neopls
whom the resoluticn 1o slmed at ars good, humble Christlans
here =nd there zho huve bean desgyly grisved at our nsgs. It
ia + oot that the atudents ot Weatxinster, and perhape the
youni v mindstearg, have sald znd dona unjustiifisble things.
Peor)2 #1111 no doubt always ¢all us (na Burt vo czuticusly
exprraxed it to =e) “unbanding." And our men must be raudy
o takz 1t on the ohin., Gute are requliraed, But I 30 believe
that come of our number have -oted unwisely aven taking Into
consligr-tion sither thelr youtk, their more prowinent position,
or sny swnl all considsraticns,

No doubt zll thias iz zronted. Now whol am I
to 4o sbteut 1t. I wrote to Burt thaot 1 f22t I bhad put ay hand
to tue plough. Rut if it {2 veully the wroag plough, I sho.ld
turn bask und be insonsliatent. So lob me be as inconsigtent
as pouslbls in thia lstear, 1€ for no othsr reason thun o
get rour reagilons.
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Thotever I do will no doubi be misconstnued.
In £.0% the situation I face 1o 30 ¢omnlleated thst I cununot
conantrug wy ovn conduot. To mnke thie clear »ill requirve
a fey versonal detsils. Xindly have putignce.

The whole gquestion of my right 3t Thsetoen to
acqu~ . nt the gtudents with the hiatorie rosition of o lerge
sectinon of Protestantism hoas beesn ralsed. The head of my
depurstinent definea "cooperstion® se requiring my compliance
with nio theolcgy. A lot of 1t remings me of our delightful
Preobytery meetinece in the 0ld chureh, excert that there it
was more in the opsn. To be brief, I am consldering reaigning,
thoush one or two of ths frcoulty whe know me a littls nore
intimstely than the rest szy not to. Put it seems to me that
my daye are numbered no matter whut.



Hence I must find a new Job. Collage or university rositions
are gcarce., There 18 Juat a poesibility at one or two
seminarisa, for exnmple Refornmed Episcopal. If 1 should turns
to the minietry, it woudl be just £for the job, wouldn't it?

As ¢ matter of fxot, about o ysar ago, I wrote
confidentially and tentatively t¢ Woolley about the wisdom of
seeking ordination frowm Phils. Pregbytery. The drawback of
gource is thut I lack certain parts of seminary work, the
mattsr would therefsre have to be tuken to the General Assembly,
I diglike the publiclity of thie courxes, and 1f denlad would
diclike 1€ wtill mers. Then when I learnad I was on the
Cowmsittesr of Nine, I rostponed thie ides, and no one knows of
it tut Yoolley. I would be far mers in ascerd with our Church
than with uny othsr., I preatly appreclute Cliff'a statenent
of solid contentment (recognizing room for improvement of course)
with our set up. Yet, on account of perscnal sonnsctions, I
gould pet along with the R. Es; and 1t might as:omax beet, 1f
tecching in thelir seminury, t¢ enter their church. The
requirsmenta are easicr, rnd no doubt they would accept ny
acaderig work as the full squivelent of cominary work. Well,
you eay, I am locking for o Job., 7If T withdrww the resolution
and seek ordinaticn in the OPC, I'm playing pollitice. If 1
go to the R. E., I never had any convictions of & roformed
nature, And if I leave the OPC for any reszson, I am backing
out =nd doing dirt to my frienda. The lret sentence has a
gre~t measure of truth to 1t, zs Burt very kindly indicated
privately to me at cur last meeting. Vy lawyer friend pute
gome emphasias on this laet peint; the other things will be
saia, though I do not regard them 5 true.

There are agome miner conasiderations that you
thin’% I =heould not even think of. T hzve all serte of thoughtse,
without necesvarily h-ving the right one yet. One of these
iz the rrobeble fo0t that I could be ordaired in the R. T
chureh alr-2t at any time. But for the Phila, Precbytery to
act, ond then the G. A. would %ake at Jeszt until June
1843. Should anyone be ordalned sfter he ia forty? Thot sge
is bzd =nough as it iz, yurther, I have grave doubts that
the Phils, ﬁr&gbytﬁry vould be willing te nmoke the concessions
I need.

To aum up? I eannot now sez what is morally
right, nor whet i1a expediant for me. To you thres I am
BXxzkag disolosing the vhols gituntion, subjective as well
as objective. I ghall greuatly zprraciste your advice. You
will I know be cautiouws how you use this information. Whether
Bob ought to approsch Rian 2bout my ochaneces in Przsbytery,

I leuve to hig digeretion. I ought to tell Woolley st lenct
that I have indicated to you my thought of crdination, and
release him from any impoaltion of confidence on thiaz proint.
will you, Bob, do that; my time right now i1g Jarmmed full.
I am enoloasing a tentative draft of wy reasucne if I pregent a
remignation.

Cordially
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