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JulyZZ 1943

My dear Gray,

Firat, I want to thank you for your letter
of July @ with its enclosure (which I am returning)
and for your intersst in the mnatter. Your letlter came
vhile I wes oway on s gpesking trio, snd hence the
dslay ih reply.

Perhaps 1t would be well for me to give you
sore of the background, even if 1t requires a lengthy
letter., And becavee T do not like to write long letters,
try to give the informotion te any others who might want
ne 0 write 1t out agaln.

Dr. Thilezaen 2t the firast, «hen I ocame here
in 1838, tried to have uwc otorped from creaching Calvinism.
He folled. I was employed on the definite understanling
that nothing beyond the plestform wee to be reouired of nme.
IT yeou will real cver the rcport of the committee that
xacined we Jast June, you will noticc that they adwit
Ly views bad not changed glnce 1938, and that they were
well known then, and had been thoroughly discussed. I
claim therefore that their imporition of the very require=-
rente which T rejected in 193€ coneititutes a virtual
bresech ¢of conbraot. Dr. Duswell holds that legelly the

ruztees have the right to chanpe any requiremente and

an fire = man for sny rearon at all. The exaot legality
of the matter ic not the point I am trvirg to make. It is
the fact that they hove broken o promiss and a business
arrangement.

Dr. Thieseen =ap:arently continued to scheme to
get me out. Butl so loang e Dr. Puswell rewmalned, he could
do notaing. After Duswsll wao fired (ack the trustees to
explain that! -~ and 23k how i{ 1e the two men who were
mogt prominent of all at Vheuton in o fight zzainst
modernism have been forced out) Thiessen, Dyrness, and
Edman dropped the philosophy major from the catelog
without & departmental mceting, without a committee
neeting, and without faculty approval. The first I
leanred of it was frcm & student who had ssen the printed
catalog. I tried to bring this metter tec the truetees,
but they catsgoricall denied me permission to say anything
agalinst Thiessen. I had brought the matter to the faculty.
Edman put the matter off; and I raised the question three
tines in faculty, and finally after sbcut threo nonths,
Pdman allowed the faculty to vote on the matter, and the



major was restored to the catalog by facutly vote the
very last faculty meeting in June 1943. 1In the three
monthe no doubt they had decided to put me out.

Gleon Andreas wrcte to Dr. Edman and asked
what isoues were involved. Three days before the trustees
committee exemined me on my theologicel vicws (&nd found
they were the same s clx yenrs before) Idwan wrote to
Andrcas and said "Quite poscibly there has gone abroad
a wisconception of the situation in rwegard 30 a philosophy
acjor «t VWheaton. For some ycars there has been & umarked
c¢ecline in the enrollment in that departwent. Under the
uncertelin conditdans of waxr days, we are expecting
toachers to branch out into other fieldes fawllian to
them, if there should be need. At the time the catalog
was published, it was uncertain as to just how much
rhilosophy could be offered, in vicw of the fact that
Dr, Clark is helping with clementary lreek. As coon as
woreible this uncertuinty veo clarified; wnd on
rcoommendation of the sdeinictration, the philosophy
major has been continued.®

Note thet thin was th
welore the trusteens net be exoa

e troutle tlhree doys
ine me in the~lcgy.
Note further that as a wmatier of facot there
was no marked dekline in the onrollment in pnllosorphy.
Even the major studente numbered twenty when the majer
weo dropped; and yet najors with twe or three students
wewe wepb in the coleleg. And it 15 diasvinctly false
thet it was unoertoin how cuch ghilosephy co 1d be
of fered. For at leusl three months befores the cutalog
was printed, I had submltted o schedule proeaerving the
vhilosophy major end keening roow for CGreek. Vell, just
think over the facts.

Fow verhwps L chiould teke up the letter Eduan
gznt to you in weply 1o the probtest. In ite firet pari-
greph it wske you ot 4o circulate iv. Thies is in k oping
with the underhanded practices of vhe college. circuls-
tion would c¢erteiniy hurt the college among thoughtful
veople; I do not see that it would hurt me at &ll.

The secend paragraph tc my mind is entirely
false {except that they know of no other faculty menmber
except O'Brien). The trustees have ceritoinly disvrimintated
apainst the Reformed faith. And the eviderce is that they
force me out and keep Thiessen who constantly attacks the
Reformed falth. He attacks 1t aven to the extent of
makxing quotation from Calvin which cannot be found in
Calvin, and in twisting the sequence of historioal faots
in Calvine Life; and in giving the iwpression that
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supralapsarianism asserts that God foreoradins evil but
that infralap. does not hold that God foreordains evil.

He denies that man is dead in sin, but says that he is
sick and must go to the drug store for medicine; ad inf.
See Jewett - he knows Thiesszn's positicns very well.

You might ask the trustecs why I res;gned if the

Reformed faith had the same welcome as Arminisnism. And
how about the constant streaxn of prrminian nhapel spenrkers,
end the =2lmect complete absence of golvinlsts.

Third parazraph: the langucgze of the report

lefinite rﬂ1air~a me to deceive the stulents. And )
wigh above all things that you would mnke =z very forceful
renly to the charge that I am not in agreement with the
ninisters of our chuxrch on the points involved. I mccept
theroughly the third article of the Confessglion. Head it
cver sgain. Then comparz 1t with the sumrary of my
heliefs s5 worded by my frisu’s the ensmy. They anked
rz 17 T helleved that God forxcordains all things. Docs

he? T 3214 yes. Ther does he ordein thal aomeone is

howm nn imbeclle :zta. The nrower is that this is one
of tha 5ll things end therefors, yes. So they put 1in
the roport that God cwvdains some to be born lwbecllcg.
In God fmmutable? T acy yes. fre exobicons upcets in o
¢ulm state of nind. T soy yeg, 23 you can gee in ny
article on Intelleoctunliism in the Weetnd star Journal.
Poee God huve smetions? Of ¢ urse ho doss net. There is
no change in God's nind; no succession of thoughts or
atates. And zo they wkntx print th:t statouen t. And
they says these doctrines are antrue nd dangcrove. They
do nodt ¥ate in wvovds thnt they vejlons 2 e m""t“l ut&r
Coenfensslor; they wervely att ok every cne of its aprlicztions.

Your!: no guestion of glassroom rrocedure was
raised in the commlitiee woeting. Thoy wontedl my views.
How much time I spent on thaenm in the olasd roon was
never montioned. DBut wy support of the Cresd (lub on
Sunday afternoons games in for severe ocondaxsation. And
further, pince whan is the probvler of 2vil not a part of
the xezular course in “hilﬁ@O“Wy. They aaked me %0 Kcep
0 ny ﬁub* 3% and they ordsr we not to tanch my subject.

Paragraph one on page two cowen in {or the
same s30rt of comment. How can anyone be prepars! tc meet
the ugbelieving world without a nposition of predesitnatolion?
Aad tna end of the paragraph bctr*ya their insincerity.
Free Yethediste and others alvooate the coecond hleesiag.
Bantigtas advoonte lmecersion, and some students frow
Pre byterian hemes are imnersed while 4t college; but
mere important than {these %%x two points s the oonstant
class room attack on Calvinism by Thiessen and his dishonesty
in the procedure. He may attack me vefore the trustces,
but I may not counplain abvout hin., I must deceive the
students on Calvinism to its hurt, and he is free to
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deceive the students to 1ts hurt. I suppose that gives us
equal righte to deception.

The middle paragraph on page two 1ls ofcourse
60 much twaddle. Evangelistic fervor 1ls the very thing
the compialn abouvt in wy czne. I am too interested in
preaching the vhole gospel; and nc they say I am not
Interzasted in nroaching the gospol. I am net apliritusl
beoause I otjlest to Buchmanits confesalon meetings, the
#na Ddmen has introduced them; and ao on.

The nezt parsgraph agein shows thelwr uawillingness
to gcome out in the open. They want 1t all kevrt seoret.
30 much for theilr reply tc wvour {may I sny) insdequate
proteet.

Yow g for chupel gpeaters ond cthore whe oome
Toobaly to ths TVF ste. Cne of the 1ottler, 2 2 & YA man,
socke of UL Stariey Jemis os a grent man of God - of
¢ Ao 1ot sgres with his theolopgy, btut thoolory is unive
vorvant. Tully belf tlhe chap:l sponkers ctrege the fact
thot theclogy le wnimpertant {exeant Colvinistic theclogy,
which 1s danczercus)) snd ®dwan in o conversafion with
lwyn srith (o former siudent) azscrted thut theology and
true plety have little to do with each other - certainly
theolegy hos ne more to do with 'spirisusliity' thon

deeg chemistry. Then Loc the vregldent of the Onchoe

{CSA) seminery vae on the coapue and furnichsl with o

reom Lo get students to hisz socwdnaery; though 1t hes

since been extinguiehed Or romething. Lincaay (instructie
in Bible) is 2 USA can snd =t leact & Emetr seml Parthian.
Put 1t i2 hard te get geod evidencs without toking down
stencgraphically the worle of the wverioue nperkers, and

¢l couree often their worde are g 1little too vegue to
prove much in court.s Tha drift howserveris unmistekeble.,
Edman baz speat scxe rether definite ~fTford In cultiva-ing
the USA church; and the tructeee gan hardly deny thet
Buawelll's fight zgal b modernism hed o geod bit to do
with his being fired.

-

To come back to my own case! they spenk of having
tried to be helpful te me. The fHentutlve report ¢f the
conmmittes was sent me. I wrote a protest crainot its
acouracy. The final commitisc roeport €0 the trustecs was
never giver to me, though I found ocut whet it ooid Irom
ancther chennel. The firot time the raport was dalken up
for soticn by the trusteer, they {fired we. Lote they
terminated my oconneotion with the coliege before informing
me of the contents of the final report and before informing
ve of their acceptance of the report. Then after firing me,
they told me they would rescind the dismissal and expected
me %o resign. Some of the Westminster men advised me to
refuse and be fired over again. Others at Westminater,



July 14, 1943
My dear Grey,

Mrst, I want to thenk you for your letter of July & with its
enclosure (vhich I an returningl and for yowr interest in the mntter. Your
letter came vihile I was sway on a spesking trin, and heuce the delay in reply.

Parhops 1t would be well for me to give you sowme &F the background,
evern if 1t recuvires o lengthy letter, 4And veceuse I do not like to write long
letters, try to scive the information o any others vho night went me to write

it out agein,

Dr. Tukéssen ~t thie first, vhen I come here in 19386, tried to have me
stopped frow »reaching Calviniem, He failed, I was employed on the definite
vnderstanding thet nothing beyond the platform wes to be reauired of me., Ifyor
will read over the report of the committee that exemmined me last June, you will
notice thet they admit wy views had not changed since 1936, ond that they vere
vell known then, and had been thoroughly discudsed. 1 claim therefore that thelr
iwoogition 66 the very requirements viich I rejected in 1936 constitutes a f
virtual breach of contract. Dr. Buswell holds that legally the trustees have the
riqht to change any reculrements and con fire e man for any reason at all, The
exact legality of the matter is not the point I am trying to mske, It is the fact
that they have broken a promise end a business arrangement,

Dr. Thiessen apparently contimed to scheme to get wme out., Bubl so legg
a8 Dr, Buswell remained, he couid do nothing. After Busvell vas fired ( ask the
trustees to explain thes! J-and ask liow it is the two men vho were most promirent
of all ot vheaton in a fight against modernism hove been forced out) Thiessen,
Dyrness, and Edman dropped the vhilosophy major from the cetalog without a depart-
mental meeting, withoubt & committee meeting, and without faculty avvrovel. The
first I learned of it was from & student who had seen the wrinted catelog., I tried
to bring this matter vo the trustees, but they cotegorically denled me wermission
to say enything egainst Thiessen, I had brouveht the matter to the faculty. Ednen
nut the metter off; and I reised the question three times in faculpy, snd finally
after eboul three ionths, Bdman allowed the feculty to vote cn the wmatter, and
themajor wos regtored to bhe catalop by faculty vote the very last faculty meet ing
in June 1942, In the three months no douwbt they bhad decided to wubt me out,

Glenn Andreas wrote to Dr, Edinan and asked vihaot issues were involved,
Three deys vefore the trusbees conmitted exemined we on ny theological viewsfand
found they were the same as six years before) Bdmen vwrote to Andreas and spid ¥
fimite possibly there has gone abroad a mlisconcention of the situation in regard
to a philosophy major at Wheaton. For some yeors there hies been 2 varlzed decline
in the enrollment in that department. Under the uncertain conGitions of wer deys
we are exnecting teachers tolranch out into other fields familicr to them, if thee
should be need. At the time the cetalog was published, 1t was wncertain as to jud
how much puilosovhy could bLe offered, in view of the fect that Dr. Clark is helping
with elementary Greek., As seon as —ossible this uncertainty was clarified; and
on recomendation of the aduinistration, the philosovhy uejor hos been contimued,”

Hote that this was the trouble three days before the trustees met to
examine me in theology.

Yote Further that as a matter of fact there wes no marked decline in
the enrollment in nhilosophy. Xven the major students mumbered twenty vhen the
rmejor wos dronmped; and yet majors with tuw or three students vere kept in the
catalog. 4nd it is distinctiy felse that it was uncertain how rmch vhilosonhy
cou'd be offered. ¥or at lezst three months before the cotalog was wmrinted, I
hed subnitted o schedule preserving the vhilosochy major and keening room for
Greek, Well, just think over the facts,



Tow verhaps I should take up the letter Bdman sent to you in rénly to
the protest. In its first wnaragraph it asks you not to circulate it., Thie is
in keeping with the underhanded prectices of the college. Circuletion would
certainly hurt the college among thoushtful veonle; I o not see that it would
hurt ue at all,

The second paragrapvh to my wind is entirely false (excent thet they
xnow of no othier foculty member excépt O'Brien), The trustees hefe certainly
discrimineted against the Reformed falth, And the evidence is that they force
me ount and keep Thiessen who constantly attrcize the Reformed feith., e attecks
it even %0 the exbtent of making ouwotation fpom Calvin which connot be found in
Calvin, and in twisting the secuence of historical facts in Celvin's 1ife; and
in fiving the iuwression that supralapsarisniswm ocsszerts that God foreordains
evil but that infrelap., does not hold that God foreordains evil, He denieg that
men is dead in sin, bub says that he is sick and nust go to the drug store for
med iciney od inf, See Jewett--he uwnows Thiessen's prsitions very well, You
might ssk the frastees vhy I resigned, if the Reforwed falth hed the save welomne
as Arminianism. 4and how about the constant streoaw of Amminien chanel spealers,
and thealmost complete absence of Calvinists,

Third »aragraphs  the languege of the rewort definitely recuires e to
decéive the students, And I wish above &1l things that you wounld meke a very
forceful reply to the charge that I ma not in agreement with the ministers of
our clurch on the points involveds' I accept thomoughyy the third erticle of the
Confession, Real it over again. Then compare it with the cumery of my beliefs
ax vorded by my friends the ememy. They asked e if I believed that God foreordsins
all things, Does He? I said yes. Then does he ordain that someone is born an
imbecile etc, The answer is that this is one of the all things and therefore, yes.
So they wut in the reyort that God ordains some to be born iwbeciles, Is God
immatable? I say yes. Are emotions upset in o calm stete of mind, I sey yes,
£s you can seée in wy ertiéele on Intellectualism in the Yestminster Journai. Does
God have emotions?  Qf course he does ndt, There is no chance in Godl's mind;
no succession of thoughts or states., And so they print thet ctatewment., And they
say these doctrines are unture and dangerous, They do not state in words that
they reject the Vesdminster Confession; they merely attaock every one of its
applications.

Your: uo question of clessroom procedure was raised in the committee
neeting. They vanted ny views. How nmch time I spent on them in the calss room
ves never mentioned, But n y support of the Credd Club on Sunday afternoons came
in for severe condemnation. And further, since when is the oroblem of evil not a
part of the regular course.in philosophy. rey asked me to Meep to ny subject and
they order me not to teach ry subject,

Parezraphi one on prge two comes in for the same sort of comment, How
cen anyone be prevcred to meet the unbelieving world without o positicn of predestinatbn?
And the end of the prragraph betrays theilr insincerity. Tree Methodists #nd others
advoczte the second blessing, Baptisis advocote iiawersicn, =snd some students fmn
Presbytericu tones ecre limsersed while ot college; but wore immortant then these
two points is the conbbant class room ctiack on Calvinism by Thiessen and his
dighonesty in the prodedupe, He moy attock we before the trustees, lut I may nct
corplain about hiim. I must deceive the stmdents on Calvialsm to its Jurt, and he
is free to decelve the students to its hurt. I supnose thet gives us equal rights
to deception.
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. The widdle peragranh on pege two is of course so umeh tweddle Evenrelidic
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wreaching the viole gospel;y and go hey soy I emonot interested in précching the

509pe1[. I oot spiritual Veceuse I obJe ct to Bucihmanite confession meetings,

N

the wes Bduon Los inbroduced them; and so on.

The next poregraph cgein shows thelr suwillingness to come out in the
open, Tuey wont it oll kept sectet. So mmch for their reply to your (may I say)
inedequste nrotest,

Yow cg for chapel swealzers ond othiers vho come to talk to the RF etc,
One of the lotter, & C & MA man , spole of ¥, Stanley Jones es o preat man of Gode-
) H v L
of course we do not agree with his theology, but theolosr is wimmortant, Fally
101f the chenel sneclrers stress the fact thnt theology is wnimportent(except
01¢vinistic tiieology, vhiich is dangerous); ond Ddman in o conversation with Elwyn
Smlth (& former gtudent) asserted that theology and true piety have little to do

o

L JEPLFLEMTLEE) A each otherw-certainly theology has no wore to do with
‘Spriltualluj' then does chendstry. Then too the gresident of the Cmeha (USA)
geminery weos on the capus and furnished with o room to jget chudents to his seminary;
though it hes since been extinguished or something., ILindssy (instructor in Bible)
ie a USA men enc stleast a semi Barthian, Dut it :s hierd to get yood evidence
vithout toking dovm stencgraphically the words of the various svweakors, and of
course often their vords zre a little too vazue to nrove rmch in ﬂuurt. The drift
hovewer is umnisbaleble, Edmen hes speut some rather definite effort in cultivating
the USA church; ond the trustees con hardly deny th.t Buseellls Ilﬁht spainst
modernisim Lad a good bit to do with his being fired.

To come Lack to my own case; they svealr of having tried to be helrful
to we. The tentative rewort of the committed vas sent me., I wrote a wrotest
ageinst its accuracy., The final cormittee report to the trustees was never given
to we, thouwgh I found out what 1t sald from eno ther channell, The Tirst tiwe the
report wes taken up for action dbythe trustees, they Tired me., ITote they terminated
ny connection with the college bvefore informins me of the contents of the finel
revort end before informing me of their acceptance of the report. Then after firing
me, they told me they would rascind the dismissal end expected me to resign., Some
of the Vestminster iuen advised me to refuse and e firéd over ogein, Others at
Westiminster, and a very good friend, a lawyer, said I might os wvell resign., I &iad
the letter; I mey have been wrong, vut things were haowmvening fast, ond I chose the
advise thal coved its reasons rather than the cdvice that wes civen without reasons,

¥r, Yemilton has Teen here and uss investigated the throwing awey of our
literatire by tije post office in the college. There is not sufficient evidence to
prove that the grrl did it under orders fron sbove; but the nostol insnector fronm
Chicagn cowe oub ond apparantly tallted turkey to her ond roydhe her superiors,

As for ny apnlication for ordinegion, I was cuite disturbed ot the
refusal of the comaittee to bring my case before Presbytery; but I am pursuing
the motter on the sdvice of Presbytery. Tiat disturbs ne wore now is that lirs,
Kuiper seys (to meonle at ‘marryville) that I do not believe in miracles, end
therefore do not even believe in God., This, i1f she eaid it ag reported to me
by o person wvho claims she sald 1t to her, is slander. I not only believe in
niracles—-I Delieve that every event in the Scrintures occurred exsctly as they
soy they occurred, but I wrote a defenee of miracles in the Evingelicel Quarterly
some years ogo., ~or the record, I believe that Christ reised Lassrue from the
dead by ecalling out to lim and Dy vhetever exercise of power wes necessary; and so
on with the loaves and Tishes, the opening of the eyes of the blind, the Virgin
Birth, and all the rest., Yow Hemilton believes thet ¥lijeh was fed by Arabs
instead of revens, This is a cquestion of what the text says and what vointing is
correct. . There vy b everal sug, g
Gl doubbful CASes; but whate
atever the Scriptures
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mean I believe occurred, lost of the cases ere not cowtiul. "Thnt I refused to
sdmit Lefore the cormuitiee wes that these miracles vhich occurred veré the

acts of creation., The Berinture and the Cotechism define creation as the work

of the six days; there is no wenbtion of additional ncts of crestion; therefore I

o not see why it is necesssary to asert that a miracle 1s & creastive act, ealling
sonething into existencs ex nihile. Therefore I classify miracles os works of
providence, liow %this is in strict eonformity with the confession. The

Tonfegsion does not sey that mirscles are acts of creation. It speaks first

of God's ordineryh acts of nrovidence and thenfcontinves (chepter five, section times,)
fyet God is free to work without, sbove, znd sgeinst tliem (mesns), ot his pleasure, !
Therefore I would conclude that mirscles are extroordinery oacts of wrovidence.

There is this further Yo be said. I o not sure vhet the freamers of the
Confession neant by the word 'meand', In the case of the feeding off the five
thousand, the five loaves and two fishes were used ond they sare tierefore means.
In opening the eyes of theblind men, spittle and mud were used, and are therefore
wrans., In fact, I do not Imow of a wiracle in tlhie Bible where meons were not used.
Strictly if God does something without any means at all, it is en ect of crestiog
for in creation there is absolutely nothins but the word of his wmower. Ifon
the other Liand, means signifies a given law of physices, such as thet of the
inverse souares, then God cnn end I beldeve hes accomplished miracles without
thet weans and controry to it, What the word 'asbove! in the Confession means,
unless 1t is repititious for 'against! or contrary to or inconsistent with,
I o not lmow, &ind of course I cennot assert my belief in o hrase whose
meaning I do not lmow,

But it should be abundantly clear from my arti:le published scnmetime
betore I avplied for ordination that I beiieve and defend tlie position that
Christ turned five loaves and two Tishes into o uneal to sabisfy o great immeliited
and that besketfulls were gathered up afterwerd, Féd And you will note in ihe
article thict there is no question of wointing o Hebrew text, snd that the modernid
idea that the Doy brought out his lunch that his act insnired the others to tale
out their lunches is btawdry dislicnesty.

To be nerfectly fair, I wish to say that I l.ave not commmnicated with
Mrs. Kuiper to determine whether shie said I did nobt velieve in miracles; I
learned of this report only today; it comes from the or a werson viio says she
herrd her say it. So if you repect the contents of this letter, nake sure that
I am not yet at least acouwsing Mrs. Kuiper of anything.

The committee also judged that I did not have a call to the ministry,
Whether they were within their rights in making such a judgment remains to be
geen, DBut I will not discuss the matter, except to say that I have in my ownway
been npreaching the gospel for the past six years at leest, end it is thet that
has ot me into trouble. And I shall coutimie to nreach the gosnel in the way I
can do it Lest whatever the committed, Presbytery, or General Assenbly does or
does not do. I feel I could accommlish more if I were ordained,

Whet o long letter this has turned out to be. Y¥ou will do me o grest
favor by gziving the facts such publicity «s youw thini they deserve, I have
nothing to hide, and viile this letter 1s not couposel in a literary etyle fit for
printing, you may quote it, show it around, and do whatever you went to,

Cordially vours,
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'//5ear'Dr. Clark:

AltGhough T have not wricten Lo you bulor: on
the subject of your relestions to Yheaton, I have been
intenscly interested in the stand you have taken, T am
back of you one hundred percent.

No doubt you have heard of the letter that a
nunber of us at General Assembly sent to the trustees of
the college. Pebhaps you have not as yet seen ths answer.

I am enclosing it. T am going to comoly to the rvegquest not
to circulate it. Hence, T should like to have you return it
to me. I ghall also enclcse a copy of the letter we sent.
You a3y kee, that if you wish, They enclosed in thelir reply
g copy of the report of the committee who investivzated you.
Since you have that I will not send it,

lx main purpose in writing you is to inqguire ag to
the nature of your criticisus of chapel speaskers., T heard
soumsz time ago you criticized a speaker who lauced Z. Stanley
Jones, This would be a little ammunition for & return letter.
Ferhaps there are some things you might sugzest that would
be of additicnal aid.

You no doubt heard that some of the literature
of cur Christian Hducation Committee was found in ths waste
basket of the college post office undelivered. It was in
two lots - forty and one hundred.

I regret the stupid action taken by the ~hiledel hia

Presbytery on your request for licenture and ordination., T
trust that the situation wmight be ironed out saticlactorily.

Sincerely,

Gt )



