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The Lord delighteth in
tlzee... Isa. 62:4 September 29. 1975

Dear Dr, Clark:

Enclosed is a copy of a letter from the Session
of BPC of Indpls. which we received Saturday., Also a
copy of the envelope to show how they sent it full of
"International Women's Year" stamps and registered with
return receipt requested, They must think we are about
to take off for outer space.

We've also enclosed a proposed letter in reply to
theirs for your consideration, We don't particularly
want to ask them to take our names off, and yet, as we
say in the letter, we feel we don't very well fit into
the denomination any longer. FPlease give us your
thoughts and honest opinion. If you will call us collect
it would help, time-wise, for we should give them some
warning (especially the Muncie people) as to what we
intend to do about the suggested meeting.

We plan to send copies to Paul Alexander, Paul
Gilchrist and Allan Baldwin (Moderator of the new
Presbytery).

We hope Covenant is off to a good start, We'll
hear about it from the Lynns next Sunday,.
Our very best regards to you and Mrs, Clark,

In Christ,

Ao e W4



"... for the word of God, and for the testimony of Jesus Christ” Rev, 1:9

First Dible Vresbptevian Chureh

(REFORMED PRESBYTERIAN, EVANGELICAL SYNOD)
5102 CENTRAL AVENUE INDIANAPOLIS, INDIANA 46208
TELEPHONE (317) 2683-4097
ROGER W. HUNT, Paston

438 E. B1sT BTREET
TELEPHONK 283.78868

September 26, 1975

M. and Mrs. William R. Hawley
202 Last Main Street '
Ladoga, Indiana 47954

Dear Mr. and Mrs. Hawley,

With the prayer that God in his love would forgive past mistakes and give discern-
ment in our present decisions, your Session expresses its sincere desire that
there be a reconciliation of heart and mind between us. We believe that if each
of us is open to the conviction of God's Spirit through his Word there can be
healing.

You are familiar with the decision handed down by the Judicial Commission of Synod.
Following its recommendations we have requested counsel from the newly formed
Michigan-North Indiana Presbytery. Presbytery responded by appointing the Session
of Westminister Presbyterian Church of Muncie a committee to advise us. Westmin- -
ster's pastor, Frank P. Crane, chairs this committee.

With the counsel of this committee we now desire to proceed with the resolution of
the issue which weighs heavily on you and on us. Thus, in conformity to chapter
VII, Par. 4 of our Book of Discipline, we request that you meet with us on the
Lord's Day, October 19, 8:30 p.m. at the First Bible Presbyterian Church of Indiana-
polis. The purpose of this meeting is to afford you the opportunity to show cause
why your names should not be erased from the roll of commumnicant members.

You should know that members of the Presbytery committee will sit as observers in
this meeting. Also, please be assured of our being open to what you have to say.
We sincerely desire a reconciliation which respects the principles of Scripture
which make for harmony and mutual edification within the Body of Christ.

In His name,

& (e ,,M/yd —
Roland W. Dyk
Clerk of Session



202 East Main Street
Ladoga, Indiana W479354

Dr. Rcland Dykema, Clerk of Session
First Bible Prasbyterian Church
5102 Central Avenue

Indianapolis, Indiana 46205

Dear Brethren:

We are responding to your registered letter of September 26, 1975, in which
you propose to have us meet with you on October 19, at 8:30 p.m. to show cause
why our names chould not be erased from the roll of communicant members of the
First Dible Presbyterian Church of Indianapolis.

First, we believe that our reasons for not attendirg the above=named church
in recent years, and for requesting that our names remain on the roll have besn
carefully and completely explained on several occasions to the members of the
Session,

Secondly, aiter our experience in the past few years of not being able to
get prompt help from the denomination for the church when it was badly needed;
not being fairly represented at Presbytery meeting, by its own commitiee, when
that body voted on our case; and, finally, not having our case actually heard by
the Judicial Commission of Synod, yet having that body hand down a decision
without ever giving oppertunity to present arguments or witnessez, our faith in
the Reformed Presbyterian Church, Evangelical Synod, has been badly shaken,

It was in the First Bible Presbyterian Church of that denomination that we
came to know the Lord and we have very deep and fond memories of our membership
there and owr Christian growth with and through the members and pastor there.
Bill tried very consclentiously to carry out his obligations as Elder, especi=
ally when it became apparent that the church was in serious trouble, but when
there were yet enough members still attending that it could have been salvaged,
From the first, we considered cur case against the church as a clasceaction case
reprosenting thie many other former members whose names had been taken from the
roll, as well as ourselves, Many Christlan lives have been seriously affected
by the policies pursued by that church.

It is now obvious that the denomination is becoming more and more liberal,
It has been shown that u pastor “ean do no wrong® and that, at both Presbytery
and Synod levels, there is no attempt to really try to find the facts and a fair
and proper solution, When one of the offlcers of Synod says that Dr. Gordnn He
Clark is "not really Presbyterian”, we find ourselves very much out of step with
that denomination,

We are truly sorry that this is the case, and we pray, that in the Lord's
providence some good can ccome from it, we know not what.

Respectrully, in Christ®s name,

Mr, and Mrs.,Wm. R. Hawley

The time suggested for a meeting would be a most inconvenient one for us,
and impossible for our Counsel, and such a meeting is really unnecessary. We,
therefore, shall await notice as to what action the Session takes,



202 Bast Main Street
Ladoga, Indiana L7954

October 19m 1975

Dear Dr. Clark:

As you know, the session of Bible Presbiyterian Church wrote us a
letter on September 26th, which we received the next day, asking us to coms
show causs® why our names should not be taken off the roll, They didn't
invite us back or admit they had made any mistakes. One week later it
became public knowledge that Roger Hunt had resigned and was leaving town
on the 13th; but nothing had been said about that in their letter to us,
This was, of course, after we had written our reply.

We learned that those involved in the meeting on Sunday evening, the
19th (tonite) didn't understand whether or not we were coming. So this
afternoon Bill called Frank Crane at Muncie, in case the men were coming
from there just to meet with us, When Bill mentioned that the session
must have known about Roger's plans when the letter was sent to us, he
didn't deny it. In facit, he finally admitted he had dictated the letter
nimsalf {rom the Book of Discipline. He zteted that we were living in sin
Yernavuse we had separated ourselves from the churech. He said the sension
wenbers had admitted their mistakes, but, as you know, that was never to
use He also upheld the policy of ®ecleanirg up" the vhurch membership rolls,

Frank finally said he would see if a meeting couvld be arranged for
next Sunday afterncon, We don't know what ean be achieved by the meeting,
tut suppose we should make the effcrt, We shall tzke someone (we don't
kriow who at this time) with us as a witrness, If you have any instructions
er words of wisdom for us, cdo send them on,

Billy Lynn was at chureh this morning and it was good to see him. He
seems very pleased with Cocvenant,

Dave was hoping to be able to come see us next weeksnd, btut we haven't
heard a definite confirmation yet.

We*ve had a beagutiful fall, but it has been very winterish the last
thres days--cold, rainy and blustery. The leaves have been gorgeocus with
21l their colors.

I should have teld you that ne letters were received from BPC by the
Sickerts, nor anyons else that we know of.

Our very best regard to yeu and Mrs. Clark,

In Christ,

RS ,2’ (/7#-’%
t‘\-}/. ( y
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202 East Main Strest
l'(ulof/u, Tadiana 4 P54

QOctober 27, 1975

Dear Dr, Clark:

It seems I wrote to you prematurely, for I had
no idea what was going to happen next, OCn Friday,
October 24, we received the letter from the Session,

g copy of which is encloseds As you can see, no
time was given for us to meet with them, and at no
time was anything mentioned about Reoger having left
as pastor,

In spite of all that had happened before, this
was & blows So much so that for the first time in
our lives, we Just intentionally did not go to church
Sunday morning., We simply stayed home and read scrip-
ture, We know of no church in this area that would be
congenial for us, I don't know what we will decide to
do,

This will complete your file and you will know
what has happened. We shall always be tremendously
grateful to you for all you have done for us., You
have been a resl blessing to us., This just seems to
be another "sign of the times" and I guess we aren't
in step with these times.

Greet Mrs. Clark for us, as Bill joins me in
wishing for you both the very best of everything,

Sincersly, in Christ,

o LT >A@



“, .. for the word of God, and for the testimony of Jesus Christ” Rev. 1:9

Fivst Bible Pregbptevian Chureh

(REFORMED PRESBYTERIAN, EVANGELICAL SYNOD)
5102 CENTRAL AVENUE INDIANAPOLIS, INDIANA 46208
Tet.erHONE (317) 257-3500
October 22, 1975 ROGER W. HUNT, PAsTOR

438 E, 518y STREET
TILEPHONE 257-5564

l.r. and Mrs. William R. Hawley
202 East Main Street
Ladoga, Indiana L7954

Dear Mr. and Mrs. Hawley:

At the meeting of the Session of the First Bible‘Presbyterian Church
held October 19, 1975, the following action was taken:

It was moved and seconded that the names of William R. Hawley
and Jane W. Hawley be erased from the roll of communicant
members of the First Bible Presbyterian Church for the following
reasons:

1)

2)

3)

L)

5)

- 6)

William R. Hawley and Jane W. Hawley have not participated
in worship or communion services of the First Bible Pres-
byterian Church for more than two and one-half years.

They have failed to appear at the Session meeting of the
First Bible Presbyterian Church held October 19, 1975, at
8:30 p.m. persuant to notice to them mailed September 26,
1975, and received by them on September 27, 1975, a copy

of said notice being inserted in this minute book immediately
following the minutes of this meeting and marked "Exhibit AW
and the receipt for said letter inserted in this minute book
immediately following the minutes of this meeting and marked

‘WExhibit B".

A letter has been received by the Session from the Hawleys,
a copy of said letter being inserted in this minute book
immediately following the minutes of this meeting and marked
"Exhibit C", stating therein that the time of the meeting
of October 19 was inconvenient for them but failed to re-
quest any alternate meeting date.

Their letter of October 2, 1975, suggested a resignation
but the qualifying remarks associated with the resignation
prevent the Session from accepting it as a resignation.

The lack of any reference by the Hawleys in their letter of
October 2, 1975, to a willingness to submit themselves to
the discipline of the Session of the church.

The Moderator, Frank Crane, received a telephone call from
the Hawleys during the afternoon of October 19, 1975, and
while they indicated a willingness to meet with the Session
at an alternate time, reasons given by the Hawleys for not
meeting with the Session on October 19, 1975, at the stated



time, namely going to bed at 9:30 and their not knowing

what to do for an hour and one-half between the service

at First Reformed Presbyterian Church and the 8:30 meet-
ing, were deemed insufficient by the Session.

Motion carried.
Please accept this action as an indication of our commitment to carry
out our responsibility before the Lord with regard to the care of His
people.
Sincerely iﬁ Christ,

(2laedd 0. A

Roland W. Dykema
Clerk of Session




