CONVOCATTON ATDRESS

Mugust 1980

An auwdienre attending the opening convocation of a new college
year naturally exnects to hear some platitudinous advice directesd to the
innocent incoming freshmen. The present zudience may regret that they
will not be disappointed, for the theme of this address is the opportunities,
in many cases the unsuspected opportunities; wiich Covenant Collere presents
to its students., Yet the incoming freshmen are not the only ones spsinat
whom these profundities are propelled. 7The new gorhomores, with one less
year before ther, should be more seriously concerned. For the sams resson
the juniors should view their gtill =horter prediceoment with trepidation,

and the seniors may gtand aghost in degperation.
What opportunities the faculty membere hsve is another matteor,

Undoubtedly the incoming freshmen have in mind certaln goals and

ambitions. Thst is why they came here, Jecondirgbi—mapyemosio—cewsdd

S Qv owe.hts - 7 ]
But it does not follow that ::2L==i§=h==p identified or correctly avalusted

the all too fleetinpg vossibilit'es. It is a faithful saying, and werthy

of all acceptation that marny students, n~t only freshmen but uprer classmen
as well, overlook important metters, and, wh-=t 1lg worse, fail to recornize
th=st in four sheort years these opjortunitiss shall hsve vanished feorever,

Then there will be waening and walling and ¢nnsbing of teeth.



One of the advantages that Covenant College offers is the Bible
curriculum. By faculty action no student can fail to take note of it. But
the Bible department as such and its courses are not precisely what I now

wish to recommend. In connection with them there is a slightly different

opportuni ty jexgrictasnng Mramues Dol Ry whose temporary character

is little recognized. It is the opportunity to memorize Scripture. Memori-
zation is a fleeting opportunity. After graduation very few students -- with
perhaps the exception of those who go to Seminary -- memori,e anything.

| et TSPk d b=t ey dcH T, The cares of this life, if not the
deceiffulness of riches, emclude memorization. Thememfewcmesimbeber,

ViS00l Yt fiiivgeroends? One may state as a general rule
that college is the last chance you will have to memorize Seripture.

That Scripture memorization is profitable and important should
not need emphasis. Once my father had to conduct a funeral service, which
to his surpi%ge, was held in a room too dark for reading a printed page.
Fortunately he was able to quote a sufficient number of passages from
memory.

Although in the future few of you will be conducting funeral
services, at least not in unlighted rooms, nevertheless itn the present,
even before this day is done, all of you will pray. Many prayers suffer
from one of more of several defects. One defect is a superabundance of
petitions. Petitions are indeed an integral part of prayer, but probably

no prayer, except some ejaculatory prayers, should be composed of nothing
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but petitions. Thrspeeestoakeecisse fonfession of sin| A should

almost naver be omitted. A second and more painful defect in too many

prayers is crudi‘t-y of language, interlarded with vague and meaningless

phrases. To ask God for a gpecial blessing is to awk for nothing in

particular. Note how inoiplid the Unity people are, when every morhing em th< radé

they always hawe a gpeclal word and a very special speaker. Then there

are juvenile prayers which repeat the adverb just six times in three
short sentences, y'know. Similarly the term personal, often if not
always, conveys no meaning. One Sunday morni:ng in New York a thoroughly
modernistic minister urged us who sat before him to have a personal
relationship to Christ. This sounds good to unsuspecting Christisns,

but they fail to note that there are many types of personal relationships
and psrsonal commitments. There are many types of contractiand covenants.
The important thing is not that there is a covenant; the important thing

is what the terms of the convenant are.
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students ‘attending cur youth ccnfeﬁghﬁe at llorn Creek this 1sst June prayed,
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Just bless me oy, U Lord, Ju§pﬂnow, ¥ Lnowu, fug frepctiticn,, occurring
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4 cermitment to Chriat o%
En devoutly do =0, God will und;gb&edly meke allowance for hiék
gducated—gervants.

A third defect in all too many contemporary pravers is a lack of
re\er;?oe. LEL Malachi could castipgete the Jows for tresting Cod with less
respect than they showed to their civil rulers, ought we not ftoday eppreach
tod with more deference than we psy to humsn dignitaries? The short
l.ord ‘¢ Frayer, whichlis our model, begins with two phrases of raspectful

)\uw‘AVCV’
addreha; then there are two petitions, not for our own needs, but for

(iod's glory; next come two short petitiongAfor ourselves; and the praysr
ends with an ascription of praise, OUr, if one wish a lonser model, tlere
is Solomon's prayer of dedication, In such passsgas we find suitable
phraseology for a r;verent prayer to God, lFinally, the heirs of the

Covenanters, which we claim to be, should not necd to be reminded of

the most extersive and most eprropriste source for thes langushe of
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ayers:
Prayer: he Psalmg, My dear young friends, Memorize the Psalmg, The

use of the Psalms in prayer will eliminate all three of these defacts

There are other advantages in knowing
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the Scriptures by heart. One's memory can become a most convenient
concordance. But the main point in this convocation aidress is not the
benefits of memorization; rather it is the warning that the short four

years at college are your last opportunity to memorize.

The multi-facetod purpose of a college education is not restricted
to the direct study of the Scriptures. College, as I see it, is a four
page table of contents, and no more than a table of contents, of the
intellectua). endeavors of mankind. Modern science is of course indebted
to the Einstein of 1905; but its roots and motivation go back to Galileo.
The dominant form of modern so-~called Christianity depends{on Kierkegaard,
and on Schlelermacher before him. 0Old Testament criticism did not
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with Wellhéusen,
originate a hundreé years agek but with Astruc in the eighteenth
century, or even with Spinoza in the seventeenth. The contemporary
liberal Jewish theodogian, Abraham J. Heschel, in his work on

The Prophets, cites Spino.a a hgz} a dozen times. Behind these

men and controlling their development were, to mention only a few,
Locke, Augustine, and Aristotle. This is the world of scholarship
in which a college education plays the role of a kindergarden, or

at most a first grade.

One need not suppose that every Christian must pursue the
life of scholarship. God has given some people ten talents, while to
others he has given only two or one. I am happy to see the proprietor

of the Chinese restaurant down the mountain reading his Chinese Bible
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as b oslts ot his cesn reglster. sveryone of us wno drives a car :ould
be happy to know oan honest anc capanle Christian auto-m-chanie. Such
are honorable activities in which a G.ristizn can acceptacly werve ihe
Lord. Huu we havc not chosen xolge; restauranteue or o garage owner.
wWe have chozen the life ol an int:ilectusl. This 1 fe is also acceoctable
with the Lord; it is more influential, ané pverhaps more dang rous as well,
for unto whomzouver much is given, oY him snall much be required.
a

To contritute tc the scholarship that gives e civilization
its form, and controls the thinking of wmillions s&xywmpizx upon millions
of pecple; even when they erae unaware of the gsources of their thought,
a student must take msdvantage of the opportunity for manori%ation that

Ano ther
four years of college provide., Wee—sasy basic example needs emphasis, for
it is an opportunity that th: student will never agsin enjoy. L reier
to the study of foreipn lanpuages. Lf one reply that it is possinle to
™ma

learn & foreign lanpunpe after gradecsting from ccllege, two facts sl
My be pointed ont: first, the exepencies of postegraduste life rencer
it extremely unlikely th+t anyone will find time to do so; anu second,
thoueh a student may be ferced to lecrn a fovelen lsnguagek in pracdu-te Sehoo {
tn earn his th.l,, ha must do 50 on his own without credit. College Ss
iz cone's last chanca for acsdemic crcdit in these subjerts, Lesrnlng

them is xxx msinly a matter of mem:rizaticn, and practically nobody

memorizes anything sfter collepe,

“any entering freshmen will fail to recognize the imcortance of
whet I am eaying. Let me therefure use s personal illustration. My very
first zssignment in Oreduste School wes to read a 300 page iock in Uerman,

It was a critical study of Dionysius thes Areopagite, and there neither



was then nor is there now any lnglish translation. .esides the Gefman,

s

ionysius, you will rememter --of ccurse you don't remember -- wrote

: b . . .
in Oreck, s did irvocius from whoa he luglerized seversl sections.

s
AN The professor in thst cou se was a very likeablc Jedish

~

~. o

S e .
gentleman.‘wwn one »ccasioa he jo.od about hlmurli Irie backyroand

"a.

mrterial inc]uded‘part oi the prophecy of Lzekxel, anc he used & pelyglot

edition of The Qld 1eotameut. u;milingly h sald, 1f 1 can't read the

Helirew ~-he could read unpointad’ketrew ag easily as an Amezicnn nequcper -

- -‘

at least I o#n read the \péek, and Li “F. can‘g_read the Greek, I can reud

the Latin; and an anv rate Xx here ls thﬁ Uermdn, Most of the students

,.r

in thot course coulo reao thres o4t he tour colmuu>, 90m5 _could read

z- .
e 'ﬂ g
. Vv,

all iour, thnugh, to bs sure ,Qot with the flusncy ot ProieséBﬂWQFGac

ihe reasony why the students could rcad the assigned material

was not precigely that theyawere college gradunstes. A prior reason was that
they had attended good High Schools. Very few of the entering 3§oshmen
today, and very {ew of the upper c¢lussmen as w-1l, heve had the sdvautage

of a good high school eduestion, 4L do not say this to ilrritate you or to
belittle you, 1t is not your fault. uibersl politiciang and the humanistic

NEA have substituted socialistlie incdoctrin t.on and immoral ethics lor

sobi-d-a-edemic IS aFR TR i am et - i nformed Izt hiph-dehool Cip ioses~
amQF##QEEF§+E&
=prbated-etatenent e 28 G
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i‘() ) Frim 3 - n . o . C . v
r solid scadenio Jeeraing., 1 oo olnfermes thet aigh Ychool diplomes

cre now blank and oo longer carry suy wpriutec statement ~- because

Johnny conttiroad,  Thet is gutpesed to ke ¢ joko. o<ut it was po joke

- ! » o ™ » . ~ b s 3
thet I trled 4o tubor a Righ Sctool senior iz raz iag English, and it
Leck um & good hour to get thro uweh cne chorl psragraph in & sixlo

Nt

frede vesdlng Look.

Purait. the psrscnal illustireiion of graduate school reouiremsnts
to centinue ou the flgh Ochool level for a moment., Hot ha vdng recaived

proper
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Permrb—tile persormel—1ITustration of gradurte—scheol-—requirensats—

ved prorer

parental guidance from my father, thourh he hzd ar advanced desras from
Edinburg?; I chose to po to a manual training,ﬁcgh 36hool. I sroiled
many & block of wood in ths earpentry shopy I desimned ornamental iron
work thet would have caused New (rleans to gasp pax  in horrors and there
was mechaninsl drawing, which stranrely I did not dislike. But that some
Manusl. Training High School gave me four vears of math, four yecrs of
history, and of ecrurse fnglish. Trey recaired me to tcke a vear of
Fhysicsy ln one semester of Chemistry L learned why magnesium iz so useful
on th- Fourth of Jaly, fillinp the latoratory with smoke., In zoalogiy I
became etlfert in suprlying the clegs with crickets, owiepEyy

On the basis of my limited inf~rmetion I doubt that ~any

tod sy

high sche 1z nrovide such 2 pood scientifle currieculum. Today thixmes

, A

Soviet secondary educ-tion surpasses American education by 3 eipht years
of geometry, four years i phrales, thiee years of chenmistry, thrae and
a half vesrs of kiolopy, and nna vogr ot astroromy. In the Soviet Union
over flve mlllina sacondary schnol aradustes have hod. bao vaang ef
m have hnd a twe vear course in calauolus, wharaas in the Unitad

States about 17,0 rave had one gyigr. Furtheemore 98% of thae schonl

ropulation in Hassia completen sec ndarv school comnared with 75% hers.

even

do not anprove of eweh evclusive atte

t
thougnkuf riences.
R
puszes and literature.

@}tO-thcna items mentioned,

' rf‘f)?ec. o '
Cof Latin,sadised years of Gree%)aﬁd thres qurs

%
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Peklic sducatlon Ir the Ualted States is 2 dloprecs ~w ever
though I o not cpprove of the Soviebl exclusive atiention to the
gelencees. The lussian system scems woefully lacking in history,
literature, and leangusges, My Marusl Training High School pave me
four years of TLatin, three ysars of (raek, and thrue years of French.

I continued al) these in college and added Cerman an- Hebrew.



d
of brenﬁh. I continued all these in/ﬁbllege and zdded Germen and Hebrew.

Let me repeat: I do not say this to p;Z%fe myself ané much less
to belittle you. My aim is fto condemn the American public school system
under which you have been cheated out of a proper preparation for college.

New
Kow ébllegn'is vour lust chanca. Your orrovtunity te beecms capsble of
A
influencing Jarpe numbers of the succeeding genearatior ends right bere
rt Covenant ﬁollign. To exapggerate ocnly a Little tit, Christian devotion
, thadevol/  omof
consists in momorizésey the “reek irrepular verbsj and your advance in

A

sanctification is measured by your prede~point average.

Sz mueh for the stucents. At the begirning of thic address T
b} rs
rem=rked thst the opporiunities and responsi}%ibies of the faculty merbems
were apnoiher matter. This too must be mentioned, for no one wishes to
slight the faculty. Somewhere ix'the official documents of the Gbllege
the responsiid lities of the faculty are defi-ed as tesching the students.
L‘Jéll, ol course. Covernant Coltepe wos founded to teach e students,
That. is whet we fae.lty people get reis for., And 1 dom not believe that
e

there is even one professgg:who does leez than his very hest. But I

glso strongly insist that such is not the feeulty's only obligation nor

the ecllege's only function.

The other function is sublieation. n the sma’lar institotions
one finda & ecertain number of people who lhink publication is inconsistent
with inod tesching, Guite the o ntrrry, the profescsor who publishes keeps
mentally :leri so thot his te ching is not the trecsference of his vares
to the un=v; st the student without thelr passing throueh the mind of

githor one, Lecszuse putllication enhiaonces  teaching, it atir acts
- 4



better students. The mere intelligent high school gr-ducies will compare
the competence o. feculties before making their choice from among them;

and their comparisons will depend largely on publications.

Irecreasi-g the enrollment, however, is not a very laudable
motivation for scholarly productiz:?ity. Those who have a message for
the world find that publication is far more effective than teaching.
For examole, Platand Aristotle taurht sturdents, but very few people Lot

the Stad ents? Feachers o4 i, MM?‘“"'" . o

kn'Ww &eeex names or thelr accomplishments. These two =
or contributed to the thinking of millions of people by reas: n of the
tooks they wrote. I'avid Hume, who hod no studen.s, is the found-'ion for

much of Americsn philozophy and science today, We too shall be knrwn by
awd tha placs TRer< ull

t subli d 1 sh .
what we publish, and if we do not publish, we shall perish, Shayl Amod wt Ko nune

Wou ld l/au he .So/ff);c’ 8
Fmemiéreso=pu to make an easy calculation., Being some ~ears

olcer than the present students, you, the faculiy, presumably learned

a little srithmetic before the educationists abolished it. The calculation
is this: as profe:sors we may meet fifty new students e:ch year. To avoid
any surreptitious magnification of the srgument, let us say we meet 100

rew students each year. At the end of ten yeabs we shsll have lectured

to one thousan< students. Now, it is not too much to suppose thot a
professor can write one bock in thut period of time. A good scholarly

book will reach no less than five thousand people in the ten years th-t
follow its publication, and later vears will supprly other readers. !ven

a poor book will reach st least 2070 pgdpple. This is twice as many as
bhﬁt the stucents the professor will hsve hsd in class. After the
professor's firil} publication, his production will improwe in quality and

.n frequency. Easy arithmetic and obvicus history show that we can do ten
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times as much good by writing as oy teaching. For the Christian faculty
of Covenant, College I insist %kt that rublication is not merely an

oprortunity but a Christi:n responsib.lty.

There is not much likelihood that any of us will achieve the
status of Plato, Augustine, Calvin, or even of Carl Henry. But our

oprortunity and cur res-onsiblity require us to do our very best.



