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COVENANT PRESBYTERY 

1. Covenant Presbytery met for its Fall meeting at the Faith Bible 
Presbyterian Church of Falls Church, Virginia on Saturday~ October 
13~ 1984. The meeting was called to order by the moderator~ Elder 
John B. Debnam, Jr., at 10:20 A.M. and led in the opening prayer. 

2. The moderator presented a short devotional followed by prayer led 
by Dr. George W. Fincke, Jr. 

3. ADOPTION OF THE DOCKET: Motion carried to adopt the regular 
docket including the election of officers. 

/.I.. WELCDI'IE BY THE HfY.3T CHURCH: [I cl E?f' ,} ·::<.lllf.2'::; t'1. D i (~~!"'ll eli: i.':. h r;:~ F c:\ L t h 
Bible Presbyterian Church of Falls Church, Virginia welcomed the 
Presbytery and stated that lunch would be served in the Fellowship 
Hall at the lunch hour. 

5. ROLL CALL AND PRESENTATION OF EXCUSES: Those present were Dr. 
Geor-ge W. Fi.nck!?, ch-" the F.:ev. GeOt-ge B. Finc.:I::e:'!1 EldEn'- ,John B. 
Debnam, Jr., Elder James M. Diehl) Elder- Robert N. Kerr, Elder Elwood 
Reamer- and the Rev. Ralph J. Schuler. The following were excused 
upon their written request: The Robert H. DuVall, the Rev. Evan 
Renne, the Rev. John V. G. Koontz, Dr. Allan A. MacRae, Elder Robert. 
Carpenter, Dr. Gar-y Cohen~ the Rev. Robert Laman, Dr. Gordon H. Clark 
and the Rev. Joseph W. Trindle. 

6. RECEPTION OF NEW AND CORRESPONDING MEMBERS: 1"'1 on I'=.' • 

out that Elder Reamer was the elder deleqate representing the 
Covenant Bible Church and Elder Kerr was the alternate delegate from 
that c.:hl.tr"ch. 

7. ELECTION OF OFFICERS: On motion which carried, the Rev. George B. 
Fincke was elected by acclamation of presbytery to serve as its 
moderator for the coming year-. By a similar vote Elder James M. 
Diehl was elected to serve as vice-moderator and the Rev. Ralph J. 
Schuler was elected to a three year term as Stated Clerk to replace 
Elder Ronald L. Taylor who has moved to Kansas. On motion which 
carr-ied the new Stated Clerk was requested to write a letter to Elder 
TCl.ylclr e::pre·s',::;i.n(;) thE~ appreciation of "trH? pr I2·:::;.b'lter-·y far'- hi·;s sf2r'hc€= 
as Stated Clerk, the prayers of presbytery in his new situation and 
the hope that we could have continued fellowship in the futur-e. 

8. READING AND APPROVAL OF THE ENGROSSED MINUTES: 
carr-ied the minutes of May 
c:\ readirH.,;l. 

1984 were approved 
Un lTlc;tic-n 

B.:;:· pl-·i.ntl!:.~d 

.\11-; i ch 
L-,Ii thl.Jut 

9. REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON ARRANGEMENTS: 1... l.lI""'i C h \·\1 Cl ' ... 1 1 d tl "i2 S ;;:i: !'- \1 f..~ cj b '/ 
the chur-ch in the Fellowship Hall as mentioned in the Welcome by 
Elder James M. Diehl at the convenience of presbytery. 

10. REPORT OF THE STATED CLERK: The Stated Clerk reported th2t the 



F~ev. F"Jbl!!:!r-t. i-/" Du\) .. :<.11 hCi.d r·e~.igr)ed th,'2 p'-'.J.pit. ('J{ th'e i]1'''t.:''!!qi:;. 

Presbyterian Church in Jacksonville~ Florida and that the Rev. Earl 
E. Pinckney had been received by the Central Florida Pre~bytery of 
the Presbyterian Church in America. This presbytery has not received 
any correspondence from the Central Florida Presbytery (PCA). The 
previous Stated Clerk, Elder Ronald Taylor~ at the request of the 
Rev. Earl Pinckney had addre~~ed a letter to that Presbytery stating 
that the Rev. Earl E. Pinckney was a member in good and regular 
standing of this presbytery. 

11. TREASURER'S REPORT: The trea~urer reported a balance on hand of 
$30 5112911 

1,2. OFFEF' I t·.IC~. ~ An offering o{ ~24.00 Nas received bringing the 
balance on hand to $419.29. 

13. UNFINISHED BUSINESS: A report Nas given regarding the 
installation service of the Rev. George B. Fincke as Associate Pastor 
of the Covenant Bible Church. Motion carried that presbytery pay 20 
cents per mile to office~s of p~esbytery who attend o~fi~ial 
functions at the direction of pre~bytery as a standing policy. 

Presbyte~y recessed ~O~ lunch at 12:05 P.M. 

14. PRESENTATION OF CALLS AND REQUESTS FOR DISSOLUTION: 
carried to ~emove the name of the Rev. Earl E. Pinckney f~om the roll 
of our presbytery in that he had been received by the Central Florida 
Presbyte~y (PCA). 

15. REPORT OF COMMITTEES: There were no committee reports, however, 
it was pointed out that we had not elected members to committees when 
electing officers. Whereupon~ the following committee members were 
elected by classes: 

CANDIDATES AND CREDENTIALS: 

C 1:: •. s:s o·f 1 98~5: 
Cl i::'::':,',,:. CJ-f 1S'8·b~ 

C12.<:,j::; 0+ 1.987: 

YOUTH COM/,1 I TTEE : 

C 1 E:i::· s: ;:;:l f 
CI a~,;= o·f 1 C)C,?"7 .. 

,'- .. r,..} / II 

SESSIONAL RECORDS: 

Cl a~::·s fJ+ 1 985: 
C1 ·~·:;::·S elf 1 ~!(~,~:") " 
Cl ~?S,S (')f 1987 . 

01--. AII:?rl {-~. t'l.:,\cf;'.-:;'.i:;:" i:?nd F~'r:~~'/. F',::,lph ,J .. ~3chul;'i!!r­

Elder John 8. Debnam and Rev. Gee. 8. ~incke 

Elder Robert Carpenter and Pev, John Koontz 

Rev .. Ralph J" Schuler 
DI·-. (;r:'? QI- 'J I,?, ILJ. F'- j I"l c: ~:' I:? , 

Elder Chris Collver 

Elder James M. Diehl 
Elder Robert N. kerr 
Elder Elwood Reamer 

,J t·- • 

Class of 1985: Rev. Ralph J. Schuler 



Cl .::I.S~-; Df 1 Cl8b : El der- ,J:~me~:;, tv! . Di E\>h 1 
Cl 2, ~~; s: of 1 987 F'e\/ Cj r:::: C\ I'" f.~1 i!::~ p f"7i nc f::("!! ., ., ._' , 

ORGANIZATION AND RECEPTION OF NEW CH~PCHES: 

Cl ,-:\~::'S c;;'f 1 ri)D~:';: Dr, Cj;="Y" '/ CDt": en ,,:\n d Fi'ev. F:ub F,':'I'" t, H" [\',.'. ".,/ ,::\ 1 1. 
C 10\5 ':::: c,'f :I r.J'i:t:S : E 1 d e 1'- E 1 I·~I 0 C)(j I:;: ('? ,::lIT! (,:=' I~ ·9, n d r~: ~~ \/ . 1=': ,~d ;::: h "L '::; '::: h u 1 ,:;? f" 

Class of 1987: Elder John Debnam and Elder Robert Kerr 

The Ststed Clerk was asked to request the Clerl~s of Sessions to 
bring their Session Minute Books to the next meeting of pre~bytery. 
16. BUSINESS ON THE DOCKET: None 

17. NEW BUSINESE: The presbytery discussed its concern for the Rev. 
Robert H. DuVall in his divorce situation and resignation from the 
Ortega Presbyterian Church, The Stated Clerk was instructed to write 
him a letter requesting him to meet with a committee o~ presbytery in 
Falls Church at a mutually convenient time. The presbytery would pay 
his travel costs. 

Because of the lack of sufficient time to deal with other items~ 

the following items were placed on the docket of the ne~~ Ineeting: 

1. Discussion of dev810pments within the Bible Presbyterian 
Chul~ch . 

2. Church d8velopment and exten~ion. 
3. Eligibility 0f ministers not enq0qed in an active 

ministry to remain a member of presbytery. 

18. RESOLUTIONS AND VOTES OF THANKS: Dr. Geor~e W. Fincke, Jr. moved 
that thanks be extended to the host church for the use of its facil-
ities and hospitality. 

19. TIME AND PLACE OF NEXT MEETING~ Motion carried to accept the 
invitation of the Covenant Bible Church of North Cape May, N.J. for 
the meeting to be held Saturday, M~y 11, 1985 at 10 A.M. The church 
will provide lunch for presbytery on that day. 

20. READING OF THE MINUTES BY THE STATED CLERK: 
~arried, the minutes were not read. 

21. ADJOURNMENT AND CLOSING PRAYER: 
adjourned at 3:21 P.M. with the Rev. 
closing pr'ayer. 

On motion, the meeting was 
George B. Finc~e leading in the 

Pespectfull v submitted, 

Ralph J. Schuler, 
St<':\t''2d Cl er" f.:: 



DR. GORDON H. CLARK 
ALPHA-OMEGA RANCH 
WESTCLIFFE~ CO 81252 

REV, GEORGE B. FINCKE 
1. 15 FISH I 1'1(3 cr:::. PD" 
N. CAPE MAY, NJ 08204 

REV. ROBERT C. LAMAN 
2452 W. GEMINI COVE 
BARTLETT, TN 38134 

REV. RALPH J. SCHULER 
2825 BOI_L I r··.Ic:, F~'D, 

FALLS CHURCH, VA 22042 

ELDER RICHARD STERLING 
'7 IA/ESTI~,IOOD DF(. 
CAPE MAY C"H., NJ 08210 

ELDER JAMES M. DIEHL 

DR. GARY G. COHEN 
:[ :~:S '5 t-.I" I)) , q q n'l (.;'·,11:::. 
PEMERoKE PINES. FL 33024 

DR. GEORGE W. FINCKE JR. 
1. 3::~: t"lf;C:-3~:. (:'4'·)E. 

CAPE MAY, NJ 08204 

DR. ALLAN A. MAC-RAE 
200 N. 1'1 A I H ~)T. 

HATFIELD, PA 19440 

REV. JOSEPH W" TRINDlE 
STAR RTE 4 BOX 32 
PF:\,OF:" 01< '7 LI ~:-;(:.l 1 

ELDER CHRIS COLLVER 
915 HOLLY BLOSSOM CT 
GREAT FALLS, VA 22066 

ELDER RONALD L. TAYLOR 
2005 GREAT FALLS ST. RTE 3 FORENOOD 
MC-LEAN, VA 22]01 ARKANSAS CTY, KS 67005 

MR. ROBERT H. PRINCE ELDER ROBERT CARPENTER 
1303 DELAWARE AVE. #1104 1202 ROSEHILL PKWY. 
WILMINGTON, DE 19806 N. CARE MAY, NJ 08204 

RE\)" F'(JBE~'T H" L".J1)c:iLL 
7409 PINEVILLE DR. 
c! {.iCV::;ml\! I L.I_E , f:'L 3:'::':::44 

REV. JOHN V. G. KOONTZ 
137 N. VESWICK AVE. 
GLENSIDE. PA 1 0 038 

REV. EVAN W. RENNE 
:~~ :2 ,f.:. ~S ~) U h!l'J 'y' t.) I E:~ VI l.N. 
BROOKFIELD, WI 53005 

ELDER ROBERT N. KERR 
:::~7 -- 1 ~:jTH {.i\/E. 
DEL HAVEN, NJ 08251 

ELDER JOHN B. DEBNAM JR. 
:?61 1 HLIGHE:~~3 FW. 
ADELPHI, MD 20783 

ELDER ARNOLD VALENTINE 
1336 MAYFLOWER DR. 
MC-LEAN, VA 22101 

ELDER ELWOOD REAMER 
SE MATHW & FRANKL. 
\) I I_L.AS ~ t'-j,] OE:::~51 


