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|DR. MACHEN DIES

. Rev. Dr, J. Gresham Machen

-FROM PNEUNONIA

Fundamentalist Leader in Pres-
byterian Controversy Stricken
. in. North Dakota

FORMED NEW CHURCH

The . Rev. Dr. John Gresham
Machen, militant Fundamentalist
leader in the controversy:that split
the Presbyterian Church in the U.
8. A, last June, died last night from
pneumonia in a hospital -in Bis-
marck, N, D. He was 55. -

The Philadelphia churchman was
stricken while on a tour of the west,
preaching in churches of the Pres-
byterlan Church of America, the
militant fundamentalist denomina-
tion he helped form after he and six
associates were suspended from the
ministry by the Presbyterian Church
in the U. 8. A, He was the first
moderator of the new church.

He was taken to the hospital on
Wednesday and was kept under an
oxygen tent until his death. . His
brother, Arthur, arrived from Balti-
more a . few
Machen died.

He prepared to have the body sent
to this eity. Funeral services will be
held here next week, with burial in
Baltimore,’ Another brother, Thom-
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‘byterian Church in Ythé' UZSHA
ardized its constitution’ andé’?p

ples.. The Genera.t .Assemblya;f. )
Church after - investlgatid Zh

Suspendmg Dr. Machen and hisl:

six associates after they refuseé i
resign from the Independent Bo
of Presbyterian Foreig

the permanent judicial cg
the church held that they “spread

dissension and strife in their presby-

teries, engendering suspicion:-an
seriously disturbing the peace of
church.”

His answer to this was to, form |
a new church, bearing the name of|-

the_Presbyterian Church of Amer-

ica. The new denomination was born (.

at a meeting of leaders and syms

pathizers in the New Century Club,]

12th st. below Sansom, June 1], last.
In Row With Pearl Buck
' Mrs. Pearl S, Buck, author of “The

Good Earth” and other novels, came | ©

into conflict with Dr. Machen when
she was serving-in the Presbyterian
foreign mission field in 1933. Mrs,
Buck later thhdrew from the mis
sion field,

For several years as a8 member ot

the faculty of Princeton Theological }-

Seminary, Dr. Machen led a fight
against what he termed the “indif-
ferentist” attitude of authorities
there towards liberals in the church,
After many investigations by com-
missions of the General Assembly

his charges were labeled unfounded |

stsxons P
mmittee of;|.

and he and a group of the faculty | %

withdrew to -form the Westminster|
Theological Seminary, 1528 Pine st.| an
t o

He held the post of professor
New Testament literature there.:

Dr. Machen was born in Baltimore, |. o

July 28, 1881. He was the son/of:
Arthur Webster and Minnie : Gres
ham Machen.

Studied in Germany

He was educated at. Johns Hop— Bt

kins and Princeton Universities and’}1%

at the Universities of Marburg ‘and |.

Goettingen, Germany. He was grad- |+4}

uated from Princeton. 'I‘heological
Seminary in 1905.

From 1908 to 1914 he served as in: |
structor in'.the New Testament at |2
the Princeton Seminary and from [.:
1914 to 1929 as assistant professor |
in New Testament literature and | p

exegesis. He became professor. of:
New Testament literature at' West-
minster Seminary in 1928, . .

b
He was ordained to the- Presby-
terian ministry in 1914, During the | ::

World War, from January, 1918, to
March, 1919, he did Y, M. C, A, work
with the French and Amerlca.n
armies.

At different times he served as
Sprunt lecturer at the Union 'I‘heo-
logical Seminary, Virginia, - and
Smyth lecturer at Columbia Theo—
logical Seminary, New York. ~ "

He was a member of the Socxety
of Biblical Literature and Exegesis,
the Archeological Institute of Amer-
ica,” the American Philological As-
sociation, Phi Beta Kappa and Pbi
Kappa Psi.

He belonged to the University Club
of this city and the Nassa.u Club of
Princeton.

Dr. Machen's home. was at 206 S '

13th st. He was uymarried. SRR
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.M_i:n'iste'r’é”leir '. _.,A'géinstl Mod-
ernism’ Precipitated Split in

iThe Rev. Dr. J. Gresham Machen,
:Philadelphia, leader of the schism
‘in‘; the | Presbyterian- Church, died
- of : pneumontia; last night in a Bis-
marck (N, D.) hospital. He was 55.
i, Stricken four days ago while on
‘&, preaching - tour of - Westerp
hurches of the Presbyterian Church
of ‘America, the fundamentalist de-
nomination he helped .to found last
-Summer, ; Dr,- Machen - had " been
", kept under- an ‘oxygen’ tent -since
- Wednesday, " ' oo
Arthir ‘Machen, . Baltimore attor-
ney and brother -of ‘the- church
- -leader,” arrived "at the'hospital "just
- g (f,ew_ minutes after’ Dr, Machen
ied, . o Lo o e
' ‘The- body will be sent to Phila-
. delphia’ today.. Funeral services, will
/. be‘held here next week, with burjal
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1that time temporarily occupying the

lireed Dr. Machen at his own. re-
‘quest. In releasing the clergyman,

-6poken‘eritic: of Miode.
- of ithe Presbyterian®Churé

United States of America; - His' thfi
ferences with the: parent bhu;rjf:hdliéd' 1
him to organize .the . Presbyterian |-

Church of America, of - which -

Was -elected the first moderator. :‘h‘e
¢ Last May Dr. Machen - founded
he  Presbyterian Constitutional

Covenant Union, out.of which grew |

the new Church, He accepted super-
vision of the’ fundﬁmental.)list ]Wg:{-'

| ——

ininster Theological Seminary, 1528 '

Pine Street, which was repudiated |
by the. presbytery because of its
teachings. . o . ' '

Dr. Machen at first said he wasp
“sorry” about the split, but later
commented he was “‘happy” to be
maintaining the creed he believed.

In 1933 Dr. Machen demanded!.
that the novelist, Pearl S. Buck, bel
removed as ‘& Presbyterian mis-
sionary to China because of her
“modernistic ‘leanings.” = When she
later resigned, he criticized . the
Church for not censoring her writ-
ings and tzachings,

He first assumedythis leadership |.
in 1923 when as a professor in the g
Princeton Theological Seminary at §
Prince.n he warred on the so-
called modernists in the Church,

In early 1924 the Rev..Henry Van
Dyke, a former pastor of the Fifth
Avenue Presbyterian Church, New
York, gave up his pew in the old
PFirst Church at Princeton, after vig-
orously denouncing Dr. Machen, at

PFirst Church pulpit. |

The modernist - fundamentalist |
war spread quickly, and seven
months later the Princeton church

the church: sessi)n complimented
him for his “faithful ministration.”
-In the. following four years dis-|:
sension in the Presbyterian Church
grew as its leading fundamentalist, |:
Dr. Machen, continued to preach]
his doctrine. In June, 1929, he made [:
a ﬁ)lea. for the formation of a new|
college in which’ the . modernism |
joctrine would be prohibited. The
sesult was the founding of the
vs{]eistmin_ster Seminary in Philadel-
shia. '

. Dr. Machen became a professor at
;he new institution, continued to
yreach his beliefs and soon had at
1s side a larger group of sympa-
hizers. ) o oo

| The dissension in the Church}
‘eached a head June 1, 1936, when}
the Presbyterian Church in the U.}:
3. A. ousted him. With him went]
iix fundamentalist associates. They}’
vere suspended for refusing to re-|!
sign from the Independent Board of |
Poreign Missions, . - :
' Continuing the controversy, more
;han 800 members of three funda-
mentalist groups joined in a re-
oellion and Dr. Machen formed the
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Presbyterian Church .of America.|.

The new sect was established at. a}"
meeting of the group .at the New||

Century Club,” 124 South Twelf
Street.
The creed-of the new Church was

soon set forth in a series-of three|:

statements issued by ‘Dr. Machen.
Three of thé main principles of the
body are ‘the infallibility of ‘.the

Scriptures, the Virgin birth and ‘thel a

bodily resurrection. -
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! strlcken four days. ago while tour-
1ing the ‘West to.preach in churches

| trines. in the Presbyterjan .Church

iBible’.f SN
Christ.

.| tice and.to reconcile us to God, _ .

-

“ ..
Mxhtant Fundamentahst ‘
Helped Form New Pres-

byterlan Group. '

> Dr. I Gnesham Machen, of Phll
adelphia, 1eader in the controversy ’
that split the Presbyterian ‘Church, |’
died of pneumoma last nlght iny

Bismarck N,.D.
"The. 55-year-old churchman was

of , the . Presbyterian Church of
America,.

He was: kept under an
oxygen tent: until the end.

.His brother,” Arthur Machen,
Baltimore attorney,.‘; arrived just
after he died. . Funeral gervices will
be held in Philadelphia next week,
followed by burial in Baltimore.’

""" Foe of Modernists.,” '

/Dr. Machen was the most out-
‘spoken . critic of = modernist- doc-

{n'“the - United . States.” ,His..view-
polnt led .him 'to accept’ supervlsion
of . fundamentalist. .Westminster
Theological Seminary, 1528 Bine st.,
which .was .repudiated by ‘the Pres-
bytery because of - ‘its teacblngs. N
_.Dr..Msdchen charged that modern-
ists Wwithin the- church broke faith
with:its constitution’and- -traditional
prmciples by declaring. that it is not
.neceéssary for clergymen to_believe:
_“First, the lnfa.lhbllity of the

.“Second, (he virgin birth of .
. " “Third, the cruclﬂx]on .of Chnst
as a sacrifice'to ‘satisty divine jus-

“Fourth, the bodlly’ ;resurrectlon
"Flfth the ‘mlracles t Chrlst

‘.,

Y the - fundamentalist de-|-
| nomination he helped-to found last
~|.summer. :

Replymg to criticlsm ‘of hls atti-
| tude, be. said,:Some ‘seem- to think
that we who believe In-these: thlx;gs
are the- adherents’of ‘a.strange’ nevg'
| seet. " Qur. goal ls to -mainthin. the'
‘| glorious: heritage’ of - .the..Presby: '
terian religion, which is’ ‘ével free}ii
and new to every generation. f A
Hxs conﬁict with lea,ders'i

*/tor of the Ph!ladelphm Presbytery )
and preached a niimber of. sermons" :
assailing “modernist- indiﬁ'erentlsts"
in the church; - -

Set Up New Board

Dr. Méchen and:his followers set |/
up an Independent Board' of -For: |{s
elgn Missions. . They. were’ ordered
to resign from it,. They refused.;

- The perma:.ent: judicial commis-
slon of the; church then suspended

—-—-—h—

Conﬂnnad on Page 4, Oolumn'a.'?

Mllxtant Fundamentg}ls

| Helped Form Ney:Pres-
byterlan Group

o Contim;ed }From'. F;l{s_t, P,

r. Machen and six associate R
shared his views. .
It held that they "anreaﬂ‘ diss n
sion and strife in their®’ ‘pre
teries, engendering . suspicion
seriously dlsturbing the peue of
the -church.” : 1)
1 It cited Dr.- Machens refusal te -
resign from the foreizn. missions’ -~
board and ‘termed his sta.nd!"in- X
subordination.” : E
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Sald Fvidence Was Suppressed. .
was charged with making false
‘asseltlons about the modernism of
,the ‘Board of Foreign Missions,”; he
',an)d:nt the-time, “and when T .at-
\tempted o prove the assertlom
e tlue, Iwas'not allowed to pre-
nt"my .eyidence.”

He atta.cked leaders m the church
éharged “the ecclesnastlcal ma-
’pe s dxmvg the chuxch tbwa.rd
chlgm.”.

'More ‘thén 1200 mimstexs ot t,ho

'oeoupy pulpxts.

R formed a’ new. .church,”
qltai 2

ination. signed: an a.ﬁirma.tlon

He e[uscd to’ be, -exlenced, <l1 We

o sponse, he sa.nd, to numerous
réq ests,‘he set about tormlng 8
hux:a.ch and re:tereting hls

ivG&thers 7100 Members,

= e 5ix : postors who were Sus-
pe'gged withphim, five of them Phila-

Jt8 ctergy ‘and ‘it gathered 700 mem-
‘pers:here in:a few days. Dr. Ma-
‘chen’ was first moderator and’ served
il¥)ate . last - year... -
4+ DryiMachen. denied that 'he wa.s
: actlng“counter to .the best interests
ogrs.P;'esbyterlanlsm. ;
B ‘&“Itw*is ‘they, not" us, ‘who . ‘have
o1 he, main-

e: are following 'in" the
W They; eye;bragched off

5 58 ei’'was ‘aorry"
thet.»ghe ‘split; occurred, but his last

i comment on’-it was that he-felt

A "ha) p *.to be maintalning the creed
he eved. SRR
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MACHEN RITES TUESDAY

Services in the Spruce ‘
Baptist Church in Philadelphia,

Special to THE NEW York TIMES,
PHILADELPHIA, Jan.' 2.—A
funeral service for the Rev. Dr.
J. Gresham Machen, Fundamen-
talist Presbyterian leader who died
of penumonia at Bismarck, N, D.,

last night, will be held at 3 P. M.
on Tuesday in the Spruce Street
Baptist Church in this city, Burial
will be in Baltimore, Dr. Machen’s
birthplace.

Directing the service will be the
Rev, Edwin H. Rian, general sec-
retary of the Committee on Home’
Missions and Church Extension of
the Presbyterian Church of Amer-
ica, of whicH Dr. Machen was the
first moderator, and the Rev. Dr.
R. B. Kuiper, Professor of Homi-
letics at Westminster Theological
Seminary, of which Dr, Machen was
a founder, Professor of New: Testa-
ment and chairman of the- ta.culty
gdr. Rian arrived at. Bismarck

ay.
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-~ night in a hospital at Bismarck, N.
T 1D,
" He was stricken while on a speak-

10

-{Fundamentalist Leader In

+.|to the hospital Wednesday. He had
. | been under an oxygen tent since;

WG 1S,
N LOSES e TO
CHRCH BEAS S

°

Church Split - Succumbs

in West on Tour |

- Rev, Dr. J. Gresham Méchen. Phil- |
adelphia theologian whose funda-|.
mentalist leadership caused splitting
of the Presbyterian Church into iwo

groups, died from pneﬁmonla. last

ing tour through the West and taken

His brother, Arthur Machen, ar-

Continued on Page 6, Column 2
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08 MACHEN DIFS
O TOUR OF WEST

Fundamentalist Leader
- Victim of Pneumonia at

_Bisﬁlarck, N. D.

-, Continued From First Page

rived in Bismarck from Baltimore
too late Jast night to see Dr. Ma.chen
alive, ..\

- Degth,jat 55, came to the funda-

| Church in the U, 8. A, had culni-

terian Church of Americs, He was
elected first moderator

mentalist leader only a few months |.
after his long fight against the mod- |-
ernist leaders of the Presbyteria.n !

| nated in a secession of -his followers |,
{and the formation of the Presby-~

church,

308 et
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| which had fundamentalist teachin

-{ was approved in 1935 by.the Presby-
|| terian. Synod “of, Pennsylvania.

tings in the face of. Church lea.ders
Il outspoken criticism and in June of}
{last year saw his work culminate in i
| the formation of a new Church as}:

‘versity, at Princeton . Universxty anci :
.Princeton Theological Seminary be~

First Hea.d of Neéw Churo E

- Dr. Machen, long a storm cent-re
in“the parent Church, fqunded. thé
Presbyterian Constitutional Ooven-

ant Union last.May and out of this|
grew the new Church of whlch ‘he}
was the first head. :

He was also president of the facq¥
ulty of Westminster Theologice,l .
Seminary, 1528 Pine st., and’ wa.,s
long prominent in clerical actxvities;
because of his forceful writings anq}
outspoken criticism of Presbyterian:
leaders, especially those .whohLéld to
M?dernist lnterpretatlons of the Go&i
be. T

For the past 12 'years hé had been’
the keystone of the controversy be--
tween the church’'s modernists and-

‘| fundamentalists. He led the:fight of.

the latter for their belief in a literal

.| interpretation of the Bible, and a.

conception of Christianity, as a docvi

| trine, not a way of life, {

He first incurred widespread crit

' cism when he founded the Indepen-%,

dent Board of Foreign stsions_

as the basis of its policy. - RSN

After he refused to resign from' the
board, he was suspended .from 'the’
ministry by the’ Presbyterian Synod
of New Jersey and-this ‘was’later;
upheld by the General Assembly.

) 'Foe of Pearl. Buck, "t
The stand of the General Assembly

Dr. Machen carried.onhis: teach-

he had long threatened to do,”.

His own lack of patience: f
of Modernistic leanings caused::hi
to demand in 1933 that Pearl s {

Eowray

she laber resigned he
church for its failure:

vmtmgs and teachings. . . "’ i

- Dr. Machen was. born in Bali i
on July .28, 1881, the son of: Axth\u‘ 4
Webster- &and - Minnie i
Machen. i

He studied at. Johns Hopkins Uni=}

fore going to Germany for graduate
work

ov eV.
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§LBis; conflict with the Modernists,

fsyyestérn . Theological Seminary as
Hliprofessor. of New Testament, ]

“K#% This'change was a direct result of
sWho had bégun to be annoyed’ by his
ki strict orthodoxy while he was an as-
b| sistant professor of New Testament
Jiterature at the Princeton, Semi-
(:pary, in 1924, ’ E ) :
;5tThey.-had their chance at him at
.the’meeting of the General Assemn-
:bly in: Philadelphia in June, 1926.
“The :Assembly refused to ratify Dr.
{Machen's appointment to the chair
pfiapologetics and Christian’ ethics.
\:The;grourids given were that he was
utolerant:and spiritually unqualified
-for the post. . , vt e e

g Alfo, it appointed a committee to
Ariquire into conditions at the sem-

o<

N b~

Inary. “This committee found con-
‘tinual conflict between the directors

board of control, = -

| signed. He refuss
| be president of B v
| yersity at-Dayton, “Tenn, Instead, he

| 'church."

1+y-He-was ordained as a-Presbyter-
1Jan minister in 1914, During the war
| he”'served with the Y, M, C. A. in
| France: and Belgium.

.and numerous articles. A bachelor,

Club: . i -

' will be in Baltimore.
;. In addition to Arthur Machen, an-

and trustees; < usually’ ovel money |.
matters. The result was the dissolu-|
tion' of both the directors and trus- |
tees groups, and formation of a new |

. “Refusing tg recognize the.author-|
ity;of the new board, Dr. Machen re-.
%a_l‘so;;anoﬂeritg .
n'‘Memorial Uni« |

{fqundedi. Westminster . ‘as - a. last|-

stronghold for.cherishing his faith |.
inithe;evangelical doctrines of-the|

1:-~- He was the author of several, books |

- he made his home at 208 S. 13th st. |
.He was a.member of the University |-

“"His body will be brought here for |,
funeral services next week. Burial (

‘other brother, Thomas, also of Bal-
timore, survives, : :
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