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REPORT OF THE AD INTERIM COMMITTEE TO STUDY 
THE QUESTION OF SPIRITUAL GIFTS

Your committee, composed of Teaching Elders Peter Doyle, Adrian 
De Young, Palmer Robertson, and Jack B. Scott and of Ruling Elders 
William B. Robinson, Kenneth L. Ryskamp and Joseph Walker (Min­
utes of General Assembly 1-71) has understood its task to be to recom­
mend to the 1974 General Assembly a wording for the Book of Chuurch 
Order 7-1; to study the m atter of spiritual gifts, using as resouurces 
the Bible, Reformed documents and writings, and the views of members 
of the National Presbyterian Church; and to recommend to the 1974 
General Assembly guidelines for agreement and for liberty in the 
question of spiritual gifts within the National Presbyterian Church 
(Minutes of General Assembly 1-50).

Your committee has met three times since the appointment: briefly 
a t the 1973 General Assembly and twice a t length in Birmingham, 
Alabama.

We have sought to carry out our assignment by studying indi­
vidually and together God’s Word, Reformed writings, and the views 
of members of the National Presbyterian Church regarding spiritual 
gifts. It might be noted th a t the committee has received very few 
communications from members of the National Presbyterian Church.

In the following report we shall first make a proposal for the word­
ing of the Book of Church Order 7-1, followed by guidelines for agree­
ment and for liberty on this m atter within the National Presbyterian 
Church.

Proposal for 7-1
“Under the New Testament, our Lord a t first collected His people 

out of different nations, and united them to the household of faith  by 
the ministry of extraordinary officers who received extraordinary gifts 
of the Spirit and who were agents by whom God completed His reve­
lation to His church. Such officers and gifts related to new revelation 
have no successors since God completed His revelation a t the conclusion 
of the Apostolic Age.”
Dear Brethren,

Inasmuch as the task of your committee has been to seek for a 
statem ent on the m atter of spiritual gifts faithful to God’s Word and 
our Reformed Standards which would also provide guidelines for recon­
ciliation among brethren who hold differing views on the question of 
spiritual gifts, our report is in the form of a pastoral letter to the 
churches and members of the National Presbyterian Church.

The letter is presented in four major points with some concluding 
words of caution and recommendation. We have sought to document 
our letter by Scripture passages in footnote form in order to encourage 
the diligent study of the whole subject through God’s Word by all the 
members of the church.

Your committee was by your intention “representative of the spec­
trum  of convictions on this m atter in the National Presbyterian Church” 
(Minutes of General Assembly 1-50). We have been able to come to 
agreement in the following areas and are much encouraged to hope tha t 
the National Presbyterian Church can therefore do the same.

Appendix N
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A Pastoral Letter Concerning the Experience 
of the Holy Spirit in the Church Today

The General Assembly of the National Presbyterian Church, being 
fully aware of the widespread notice being given to the question of 
the work of the Holy Spirit today, offers the following pastoral letter 
addressed to its churches:

The General Assembly rejoices in all evidences of new life in 
Christ’s body. I t prays earnestly th a t the Spirit which Christ has 
poured out on his church may continue to affect radically the lives 
of men throughout the world.

At the same time, the General Assembly would express concern 
over an increasing emphasis on experience-centered criteria as they are 
applied to the life of God’s people. The General Assembly would en­
courage the church as a whole to take most seriously its commitment 
to the Scriptures as the “only infallible rule of faith  and practice” 
(B.C.O. 22-5), particularly as Scripture relates to current questions 
within the church.

In seeking to provide guidelines from Scripture to questions re­
lating to the church’s experience of the Holy Spirit, the General As­
sembly would offer the following observations:
I. Concerning the Baptism of the Holy Spirit.

Baptism of the Holy Spirit was promised by Joel and other prophets 
in the Old Testament1 as well as by John the Baptist and our Lord in 
the New Testament.2 It found its fulfillment a t Pentecost.3 While 
public and external manifestations of the baptism of the Holy Spirit 
occurred on occasion in the Apostolic Age,1 Scripture teaches th a t the 
normal experience of the Spirit’s baptism coincides with regeneration.' 
I t is therefore not to be viewed as a second blessing or a special work 
of grace enjoyed by some but not by all Christians.” The initial recep­
tion of Christ by faith is not to be separated from the total im partation 
of the Person of the Holy Spirit.’

A ll re fe re n c e s  a re  from  th e  A m erican  S ta n d a rd  V ersion , 1901
“ ‘A nd  it sh a ll com e to  pass a f te rw a rd , th a t  I w ill p o u r  o u t m y  S p ir it  u p o n  a ll 
flesh ; an d  y o u r sons an d  y o u r  d a u g h te rs  sh a ll p ro p h esy , y o u r o ld  m en  sh a ll 
d re a m  d ream s, y o u r  y o u n g  m e n  sh a ll see  v is ions: a n d  a lso  u p o n  th e  s e rv a n ts  
a n d  upon  th e  h a n d m a id s  in  th o se  d ay s  w ill I p o u r  o u t m y  S p ir it . “J o e l 2:28,29. 

S ee a lso  Isa. 32:15; 59:21; Ezk. 36:26,27; 37:14.
!“N ow  on th e  la s t day, th e  g re a t  d a y  of th e  feas t, J e su s  stood  an d  c rie d  say ing , 
I f  an y  m an  th irs t , le t h im  com e u n to  m e an d  d rin k . H e th a t  b e lie v e th  on m e, 
as th e  sc r ip tu re  h a th  said, f ro m  w ith in  h im  sh a ll flo w  r iv e rs  o f liv in g  w a te r . 
B u t th is  sp ak e  he  of th e  S p ir it , w h ich  th e y  th a t  b e liev ed  on h im  w e re  to  rece iv e : 
fo r th e  S p ir it  w as n o t y e t g iven ; because  Je s u s  w as  n o t y e t g lo rif ied .” Jo h n  
7:37-39. See also M att. 3:11; L u k e  24:49; A cts 1:4-8; Jo h n  14:16,17,26; 15:26; 
16:7-16.

“A cts 2:16-21
‘A cts 2:1-4;8:14-17; 10:44-48; 19:6,7.
“ ‘N ot by  w o rk s done  in  r ig h teo u sn ess , w h ich  w e d id  ou rse lves, b u t acco rd in g  to  
h is  m ercy  h e  sav ed  us, th ro u g h  th e  w ash in g  of re g e n e ra tio n  an d  th e  re n e w in g  
of th e  H o ly  S p ir it, w h ic h  h e  p o u re d  o u t up o n  u s r ic h ly , th ro u g h  Je su s  C h ris t 

o u r  S a v io u r .” T it. 3:5. See a lso  A cts 2:38; Rom . 5:5; 8:9; I  Cor. 12-13. 
"“W h ere fo re  I m a k e  k n o w n  u n to  you, th a t  no m an  sp eak in g  in  th e  S p ir it  o f G od 

sa ith , Je su s  is a n a th e m a ; an d  n o  m a n  can say, Je su s  is L ord , b u t in  th e  H oly  
S p ir it .” I Cor. 12:3. See also  Rom . 8:9-10; I Jn . 4:2.

7“fo r he  g iv e th  n o t th e  S p ir it  b y  m e a s u re ” Jn . 3:34. See T it. 3:5,6.
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II. Concerning Life in the Spirit.
Life in the Spirit begins with regeneration.' The first manifesta­

tion of this life is the believer’s calling on the name of the Lord for 
salvation." Assurance of salvation is not based on any experiense, but 
on the Word of God tha t promises eternal life to all who believe."' This 
assurance is to be cultivated by the continual use of the means of 
grace."
III. Concerning the Filling of the Spirit.

The filling of the Spirit denotes the dominion of Christ in our lives 
and occurs when one is led willingly by the Word through which the 
Spirit works.1" By their subjection to the Word of Scripture, believers 
grow in grace and the benefits of the redemption they receive freely 
through Christ." The evidence of this spiritual growth is seen in the 
fru its of the Spirit, which is proof of their abiding in Christ and His 
Word abiding in them." Bv the filling of the Spirit they are enabled 
to speak the tru th  of Christ with great boldness.'7'

The Scripture commands every Christian to be filled continually by 
the Holy Spirit, and to grow spiritually by obedience to God’s W ritten 
Word and the proper use of the means of grace."’ When we neglect

*“A nd  you, be in g  d ead  th ro u g h  y o u r tre sp a sse s  an d  th e  u n c ircu m cis io n  of y o u r  
flesh, you, I say, d id  h e  m a k e  a liv e  to g e th e r  w ith  h im , h a v in g  fo rg iv en  us a ll 
o u r  tre sp a sse s ;"  Col. 2:13. See also Jo h n  3:3-8; E ph. 2:1-5.

"“For, W hosoever sh a ll call upon  th e  nam e  of th e  L o rd  sh a ll be saved . H ow  th e n  
sh a ll th e y  ca ll on h im  in  w hom  th e y  h av e  n o t be liev ed ?  an d  how sh a ll th e y  
b e liev e  in  h im  w hom  th e y  h av e  n o t h e a rd ?  a n d  how  sh a ll th e y  h e a r  w ith o u t a 
p re a c h e r? ” R om . 10:13-14. S ee also  G en. 4:26; Jo e l 2:32; I C or. 12:3.

“ “F o r he  rece iv ed  from  G od th e  F a th e r  h o n o r and  g lo ry , w h en  th e re  w as b o rn e  
su ch  a  vo ice to h im  b y  th e  M ajestic  G lo ry , T his is m y b e loved  Son, in  w h o m  I 
am  w ell p leased : and  th is  vo ice w e o u rse lv es  h e a rd  b o rn e  ou t of h eaven , w h en  
w e w e re  w ith  h im  in th e  ho ly  m o u n t, an d  w e h av e  th e  w o rd  of p ro p h esy  m ad e  
m ore  su re ; w h e re u n to  y e  do w ell th a t  ye  ta k e  heed , as u n to  a lam p  sh in in g  in  
a d a rk  place, u n ti l  th e  d a y  daw n, an d  th e  d a y -s ta r  a r ise  in y o u r h e a r ts .” II P e t. 
1:17-19. See a lso  P sa. 19:7; Jn . 17:7,8.14,17; 20:31; E ph. 2:8,9; H eb. 11-6; I Jn . 
5:13,18-20.

lu‘So th en , m y  beloved , even  as ye  h av e  a lw ay s obeyed , no t as in  m y p resen ce  
only , b u t now  m u ch  m o re  in m y  absence, w o rk  o u t y o u r ow n sa lv a tio n  w ith  
fe a r  and  tre m b lin g ; fo r it is G od w ho  w o rk e th  in  y o u  b o th  to w ill an d  to  w o rk , 
fo r h is good p le a su re .” P h il. 2:12,13. See also A cts 2:41, 42; II P e t. 1:3-11. 

1=“If w e  liv e  b y  th e  S p ir it, by  th e  S p ir it  le t us also  w a lk .” G al. 5:25; S ee  also  
R om . 8:4,13,14; G al. 3:3; 5:16,17.

,=“G ive  d iligence  to p re se n t th y se lf  ap p ro v ed  u n to  G od, a w o rk m a n  th a t  n e e d e th  
n o t to  be a sh am ed , h an d lin g  a r ig h t th e  w o rd  of t r u th .” II T im . 2:15; S ee  also  
II T im . 3:16,17.

’“ ‘A b id e  in  me, an d  I in you. As th e  b ra n c h  can n o t b e a r  f r u i t  of itse lf, ex cep t 
i t  ab id e  in  th e  v in e ; so n e ith e r  can  ye, ex cep t y e  ab id e  in  m e. I am  th e  v ine, 
ye  a re  th e  b ran ch es : H e th a t  a b id e th  in  m e, an d  I in  h im , th e  sam e b e a re th  
m u ch  f ru it:  fo r a p a r t  from  m e ye  can do n o th in g . If a m an  ab id e  n o t in  me, 
h e  is cast fo r th  as a b ran ch , an d  is w ith e re d ; an d  th e y  g a th e r  them , an d  cast 
th e m  in to  th e  fire , an d  th e y  a re  b u rn e d . I f  ye ab id e  in  m e, and  m y w o rd s  a b id e  
in  you, a sk  w h a tso e v e r  ye  w ill, an d  it sh a ll be  done  u n to  y o u .” J o h n  15:4-7. 
See also  G al. 5:22,23.

“A cts 4:13
‘"“T h ey  th e n  th a t  re c e iv e th  h is w o rd  w e re  b ap tized : an d  th e re  w e re  ad d ed  u n to  

th e m  in th a t  day  ab o u t th re e  th o u sa n d  souls. A nd  th e y  c o n tin u ed  s te a d fa s tly  
in  th e  apostles  te ac h in g  an d  fe llow sh ip , in  th e  b re a k in g  o f b re a d  an d  th e  
p ra y e rs .” A cts 2:41,42. See also M att. 28:18-20; E ph. 5-18.
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or ignore His Word or are disobedient to it, we are guilty of quenching 
and grieving the Holy Spirit..17
IV. Concerning the Gifts of the Spirit.

Spiritual gifts are granted to every believer by the Holy Spirit, 
who apportions to each Christian “individually as He wills.”" Chris­
tians are to use these gifts to serve Christ in the work of His kingdom 
and for the edification of the body of Christ All true believers receive 
some spiritual gift or gifts."" No spiritual gift is to be despised, nor 
is it to be misued to bring glory to any other than to Christ.21 Specific 
spiritual gifts noted in Scripture are found in the following passages: 
Romans 12:3-8; I Corinthians 12:8-10; I Corinthians 12:28; Ephesians 
4:11-16.

Some spiritual gifts plainly have ceased, such as the founding 
office of apostle. Others are obscure and cannot be clearly defined, 
such as “helps”. Others are clearly seen today, such as “teaching” 
and “giving”. Some have received undue prominence in recent days, 
such as “tongues”, “working of miracles” and “healing” .
A. Tongues.

It seems evident tha t the tongues described in Acts 2 were foreign 
languages known to the hearers there present. I t is more difficult, 
however, to resolve the question of the exact nature of the tongues 
mentioned elsewhere in the New Testament. It is also difficult to de­
termine with certainty the relationship of the modern tongues phe­
nomenon to the New Testament experience. The General Assembly 
suggests however, tha t:

1. Any view of the tongues as experienced in our time which 
conceives of it as an experience by which revelation is received from 
God is contrary to the finalized character of revelation in Scripture;

2. Any view of tongues which sees this phenomenon as an essen­
tial sign of the baptism of the Spirit is contradictory to Scripture; and

3. Any practice of the tongues phenomenon in any age which 
causes dissension and division within the body of Christ or diverts the 
church from its mission is contrary to the purpose of the Spirit’s gifts.
B. Miracles.

Much discussion and debate continue throughout the church of 
Christ on the subject of miracles. In the Scripture certain clusters of 
miracles were associated with various servants of God and related to 
the giving of revelation, such as, Exodus 4:1-9; I Kings 17:23-24; John 
2:11 ;3:2. Such miracles were signs by which God communicated divine

IVE ph. 4:25-30; I T hess. 5:19-22.
:'I  C or. 12:11; H eb. 2:4.
“ “W h a t is it th en , b re th re n ?  W hen  ye com e to g e th e r, each  one h a th  a psa lm , 

h a th  a teach in g , h a th  a re v e la tio n , h a th  a tongue , h a th  an  in te rp re ta tio n . L e t 
a ll th in g s  be done  u n to  e d ify in g .” I C or. 14:26. S ee also  E ph . 4:11-12; I Cor. 
14:12.

-"“B u t to  each  one  is g iv en  th e  m a n ife s ta tio n  of th e  S p ir i t  to  p ro f it  w ith a l .” 
I Cor. 12:7.

21 Jn . 16:14; I C or. 10:31; 12:21; 13:1-3; E ph . 1:13-14.
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tru th  or confirmed tha t the speaker indeed spoke from God. These 
miracles related to revelation have ceased, since revelation was com­
pleted with the closing of the Canon in the New Testament era.

Scripture also uses the term “miracle” or wonder to describe the 
acts of God in all areas of creation and providence." The power of God 
in response to believing prayer to work wonders and to heal the sick 
cannot be limited."3 Such wonders certainly do continue to this day 
and are all for the glory of God not man.

Finally, the General Assembly would speak a word of caution 
against an obsession with signs and miraculous manifestations which 
is not indicative of a healthy church, but of the opposite.14 The Spirit 
provides all tha t is necessary for the equipping of the saints through 
His presence and power in the lives of the regenerate.25 The true basis 
of faith and spiritual growth is the work of the Holy Spirit in believers 
as they are made subject to His written Word, which is sufficient in 
itself for spiritual growth to complete m aturity.20

The General Assembly would also urge a spirit of forebearance 
among those holding differing views regarding the spiritual gifts as 
they are experienced today/7

As the church continues to study these m atters, the General As­
sembly would recommend:

1. Prayerful study of the Scriptural teaching on the Holy Spirit 
and His g ifts;

K“T hey  th a t  go dow n to  th e  sea in  ships, th a t  do b u sin ess  in  g re a t w a te rs ; th e se  
see th e  w o rk s of th e  L ord , an d  h is  w o n d e rs  in  th e  d eep .” P sa . 107:23,24. See 
also  P sa. 139:14.

23“Is any  am o n g  you  sick? le t h im  ca ll fo r th e  e ld e rs  o f th e  c h u rc h ; an d  le t th e m  
p ra y  o v er h im , a n o in tin g  h im  w ith  oil in  th e  n am e  o f th e  L o rd : an d  th e  p ra y e r  
of fa ith  sh a ll sav e  h im  th a t  is sick, an d  th e  L o rd  sh a ll ra is e  h im  up ; an d  if  h e  
h av e  com m itted  sins, it sh a ll be  fo rg iv en  h im . C onfess th e re fo re  y o u r sins one  
to  an o th e r , an d  p ray  one fo r a n o th e r  th a t  y e  m ay  be  h ea led . T he  su p p lic a tio n  
of a r ig h te o u s  m an  a v a ilc th  m u ch  in  its  w o rk in g .” Jam . 5:14-16.

■“ ‘B u t he  a n sw ered  an d  sa id  u n to  th em , A n ev il an d  a d u lte ro u s  g en e ra tio n  seek - 
e th  a f te r  a sign ; an d  th e re  sh a ll no sign  b e  g iven  to  it b u t th e  sign of J o n a h
II th e  p ro p h e t:” M att. 12:39. See a lso  M att. 24:24; Jo h n  4:48; 1 C or. 1:22,23;
14:22; II T hess. 2:9-12.

“ “E v e ry  s c r ip tu re  in sp ired  by  G od is a lso  p ro f ita b le  fo r  te ac h in g , fo r  rep ro o f, 
fo r co rrec tio n , fo r in s tru c tio n  w h ich  is in  r ig h teo u sn ess : th a t  th e  m a n  o f G od 
m ay  be  com plete , fu rn ish e d  co m p le te ly  u n to  e v e ry  good w o rk .” II T im . 3:16,17. 
See also  L u k e  16:31; Jn . 14:16,17; 16:7-16; I Cor. 12:1-11; 13:1-14:1; G al. 5:22-23.

-""Rom. 10:17; II T im . 3-16,17; II P e t. 1:16-21.
2;“B u t thou , w h y  dost th o u  ju d g e  th y  b ro th e r?  o r th o u  again , w hy  d o st th o u  se t 

a t n a u g h t thy  b ro th e r?  fo r w e sh a ll s tan d  b e fo re  th e  ju d g m e n t-se a t o f G od. 
F o r  it  is w r it te n , as I live  sa ith  th e  L o rd , to  m e e v e ry  k n e e  sh a ll bow , an d  
e v e ry  to n g u e  confess to  G od. So th e n  each  one of us sh a ll g ive acco u n t of 
h im se lf to  God. L e t u s n o t th e re fo re  ju d g e  one a n o th e r  a n y  m o re : b u t ju d g e  
ye  th is  ra th e r , th a t  no  m an  p u t a s tu m b lin g  b lock  in  h is  b ro th e r ’s w ay , o r a n  
occasion of fa llin g .” Rom . 14:10-13.
“W h ere fo re  re ce iv e  ye  one a n o th e r  ev en  as C h ris t a lso  re c e iv e d  you, to  th e  g lo ry  
of God. N ow  th e  G od of h o p e  fill you, to  th e  g lo ry  of G od. N ow  th e  G od of 
hope  fill you  w ith  a ll joy  a n d  peace  in b e liev ing , th a t  y e  m ay  ab o u n d  in  hope, 
in th e  p o w er of th e  H oly  S p ir it .” Rom . 15:7. See also  Rom . 12:3,16; I C or.
7:7; I Cor. 13; E ph. 4:7; P h il. 2:2-4; I P e t. 4-8-11.
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2. Study of the church’s Standards on such areas as Scripture, 
Trinity, Doctrines of Grace;

3. Careful training, examination and selection of officers and 
others in the place of teaching and leadership in the church to 
assure a consistency of commitment to Scripture and the Re­
formed faith  and to the health and unity of the chuurch;

4. Preaching and teaching of the Doctrine of the Holy Spirit and 
His work as taught in Scripture and the Standards of the 
chuurch; and

5. The promotion of a charitable spirit in the whole church.

Respectfully submitted,
Jack B. Scott, Chairman

A Pastoral Letter to the churches and members of the PCA adopted 
by the Second General Assembly of The Presbyterian Church in 
America.




