MINUTES OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY

North Florida TE Bill Lamkrn
Nort Georgra RE John White
North Texa RE Harr Hargrave
Northern California RE Jeff aver
Northern New England TE Doug Warren
Ohro,VaIIey TE P?tr s Roukas
acl TE Alec Ream
Pacrfrc Northwest RE Dan Joner
ﬁlmetto TE Robert Slrmg
I hra TE Stephen Smallman
Ple mo t riad RE Howre urkhalter
Pittshurgh TE Phillip Hardin
Potoma TE Dav] C?ffrn
Rocky Mountain TE Kevin
Siouxlands TE Kevin Carr
South Coast TE Peter Jones
South Texas TE David ercher
Southeast Alabama TE Patrick Curies
Southern New En%Iand TE Brad Evans
Susquehanna Valley TE John MacRae
Tennessee Valley TE Cal Borough
Western Carolina RE Scott Cart
Westminster RE Roger Schultz
s/ TE Ligon Duncan, Chairman Is/ Frederick (Jay) Neikirk, Secretary

30-54 Ad Interim Study Committee on Women in Military

After the singing of “To God Be The Glory”, TE Steghen Leonard,
Chairman, led in pra er, and presented the report He presente the ma orrt
gosrtron of the committee. [See'text and action at 30-57 below. Also see n
60 for a reference to all relevant text in 2001 and 2002 GA Minutes.]

30-55 Assembly Recessed
The sse%bﬁ recessed at 5;30 p.m. with prayer by TE Stephen Leonard

to reconvene foIIowrng worship this evening.

Seventh Session - Thursday Evening
June 20, 2002

30-56 Assembly Reconvened _
The Assembly reconvened at 9:10 p.m. with prayer by TE Ron Bossom.
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30-57 Ad Interim Study Committee on Women in Military (continued)

The Chairman introduced TE Peter Lillback who"also spoke to the
report. Recommendations 1-4 were moved by the Chairman as a unit. He then
lelded to TE Steghen Clark, who presented the minority . report
{Recommendatlons l-a] as a substitute motion. The substitute motion was
defeated. Recommendations 1-4 were adopted. The following commissioners
requested that their negative vote on the motion be recorded: TE'Rob Bailey, TE
Tom Becker, TE Robert Bell, TE Chnst_oRher Bennett, TE Robert Boidock, RE
John Bise, RE Rock Brockman, TE Richard Burguet, TE John Ceselsky, TE
David Coffin_RE Sam Couch, RE Henry Darden’ TE Clint Dowda, RE”Scott
Etnoyer, TE Timothy Fary,_TE Bruce Finn, TE Stephen Fisher, TE Edward
Fostér, Jr., RE Tim France, TE J. Scatt Fuller, TE Charles Garland, TE Preston
Graham, RE Edwin Hackenberg, TE Rob_Hamb}/, RE Paul Hammond, TE
John Haralson, TE Mark Herzer, TE Giorgio Hiatt, TE Albert Hitchcock, TE
Clay Holland, RE Erik Hom, TE Chris Hutchinson, TE Jeff Hutchinson, TE
Jonathan Inman, TE Benjamin Inman, TE E. Kennedy, TE Iron Kim, TEW.
Christopher Labs, TE Richard Lambert, TE John Larson, RE Richard Larson
TE Jason Little, RE SteSJhen Lutz, TE Ron Lutz, TE Steve Marusich, RE
William McCI%y TE John McCracken. TE James Meek, RE W. J
Montgomery, TE Tom Nicholos, RE Leland Nichols, TE Glenn Parkinson, TE
Tom ennmg, RE James Pettit. RE David Rice, TE Lewis Ruff Jr. TE Don
Sampson, TE David Sherwood, TE Fred Showers, TE David Sinclair, TE
Brian Sleeth, TE William H. Smith, TE James Spurgeon,_TE George_Stulac,
TE William' Sutherland, TE_Ron Swafford, TE Kevin Thompson, TE Jim
Thorpe, TE Marcus Toole, TE Andrew Webb, TE Jeff Wilkins RE Mark
Williams, TE Scott Wright, RE Al Yance, RE J. Robert Almond, TE J. Scott
Lindsay, TE Charles Marrison. o

The Assembly dismissed the committee with thanks.

FINAL RECOMMENDATIONS TO 30™ ASSEMBLY
AD INTERIM STUDY COMMITTEE
ON WOMEN IN THE MILITARY

(For the Pastoral Counsel of Members of the Preshyterian Church in America)

This committee presented its biblical and.theological findings to the Twenty-
Ninth General Assembly: namely, that it is the teachlngbof cripture that men
are duty-bound to defend women and children, both bom and unbom, Our
Lord gdve Himself up for His Bride, the Church, and we are to follow Him by
loving our brides as He loved His Bride, proving our love by %lvmg UE our
lives Tor them. While it is true that women, also, are to care for the weak and
dei;ﬁnsedletss, Scripture lays the man under a special obligation to follow Christ
in this duty.
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|f the Church Adopts the Language of Duty, Will Not Women Come Under
Discipling?

It has, been argued that the adoption of any statement by this assembly
declaring it the biblical duty of man to defend vioman will have the unintended
result ofplacing women ofthe PCA serving In direct combat military positions
under session Censure. This charge is groundless, flying in the face of the
practice of the church and the teaching of Scripture” concerning church
discipline., Rather than protecting the women of the PCA, it serves only to
cloud the issue, leading ?entlemen o fear that, by vottng in favor ofthe man’s
duty to_defend woman, they may inadvertently place women at the center of
battles in the session mestings oftheir home chirch.

The Great Commissign calls us to make disciples, and it is Ereachmg teachmg
and pastoral counsel that are discipleship’s normal tasks—not ‘Censure or
excommuntcatton In fact, preachtng |s the first ling of church discipline and
this committee, 5<N|ts report, calls the church to restore the public
proclamation ofthe Word of God to the pulpits of our congregations.

Throuqh this committee’s study, it has become apﬁarent that the sin of our
present circumstances i not that of women who have taken on the role of
warrior-defender, but that of brothers, fathers, and usbands who have
abandoned their daughters, wives, and mothers to the androgyny and sexual
anarchy which has béen the seed-bed of this violation of God’s creation order.
It is this sin which must come under the discipling of the church.

Were the assembly to adopt this committee’s recommendations, the fear of the
courts of the church being filled with cases of men being excommunicated for
thelr refusal to defend their daughters, mothers, and wives_is rather comical,
¥ the assemb 'S actlon this siwould not somehow be raised above the sins
reed, Ist, or ean Discipline moves to censure, tem Iporary suspension, or
excommuntcatton on rarely, and even then on%/afte reaching, teaching,
d astoral counsel have fate to produce the fruit of re entance and tie
o fe se |s S0 e%regtgus that hoth the Souls of the flock and the honor of Christ
are placed injedpar

Bbtgaicnpture Does Not Address This Issue Explicitly So the Church Must Not

(ﬁuottng from this committee’s m|nor|ty reRort text after text demonstratlng
enature and me ntng of sexua |t|¥ ‘Can hardly be raised to the level of a
|n mg command 9 to do with...women nthe military,” Flying. in the
face 0 the histor of interpretation on thts issue, this commtttees mtnonty

%calms that Sgripture glves specific teaching that apphes the male
head ip of the creation order to the home and chlirch, but they deny the
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extension of that order to society: “Once we remove the biblical boundaries
that authoritatively apply. Genesis 1-3 to the relationship between the husband
and the wife, we will be’in danger ofbemq left with an Islamic hermeneutic of
the role of women in society.”™ Church fathers such as Luther, Calvin, Knox,

and Hodge would not have taken kindly to being placed in such company!

Such statements effectively deny the good and necessary consequence doctrine
of reformed_hermeneutics {please see Man’ Duty To Protect Woman, M29GA,
29-57, Ip 278, passim) Our committee’s report establishes from the text of
Scripture the general principles of male headship and the duty of man to
rofect womani, At the same time, our reRort also cites those”instances in
cripture, in. which reference is made to these principles (e.fg. Isaiah 3:12)
thereby indicating that these principles are ab_|d|n% laws for_human life
Nevertheless, the minority report seeks to dismiss the implications of these
principles for life and conduct.

We remind the assembly that the arguments mage b lpast assemblies against
abortion come to us through the application of gerieral principles and™their
confirmation in the Bible’s obiter dicta Sp,assmg comments). - Neither of the
two texts most commanly cited In connection with the hiblical condemnation
of abortion—Exodus 21:22 and Psalm 51:5—directly address the ethical issue
of abortign. Nevertheless, the%e textf_ confirm the Bible’s fundamental
E)resupposmon of the sanctity ot human life from conception. In the same way,
exts such as Isaiah 3:12 are powerful doctrinal truths leading us directly to the

timeless presuppositions of biblical sexual ethics.

It will be a Pyrrhic victory if, seeking to prevent this assembly. from
acknowledging man’s duty to’ defend woman, we embrace g hermeneutic that
bars.us from mounting a biblical case against abortion, Truth bg told, there is
5|gfn|f|cantly more daa In ScnPt_ure leading us to proclaim the duty of man to
défend worhan than the data calling for the protection of the unborn.

The Church is the ‘plllar and foundation of God’s truth. Our nation’s leaders
and the members of the PCA are looking to the Church for odIY direction n
this matter, This committee calls the Thirtieth General Assenibly to respond by
adopting the following recommendations.

Final Recommendations Of AISCOWIM To 30th General Assembly

L Acknowledging that the child in the womb is “a person covered b
Divine Protecnon” gt_zilt%ment on Abortion, Sixth General Assembly);
and that women of child e_armg_a e often carry unporn children while
remaining unaware of their childs existence; and that principles of
just war-require the minimization of the loss of life—particularl
innocent  civilians; the PCA declares that any policy whic

285



MINUTES OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY

intentionally glaces in_harms way as military combatants women who
are, or might be, carrying a child in their womb, is a violation of God’s
Moral Law. , - Adopted
This Assembly declares it to be the biblical dyty of man to defend
woman and “therefore condemns the use of ‘women as military
combatants, as well as any conscription of women into the Armed
Services ofthe United States, L Adopte
3. Therefore be It resolved that the Thirtieth General Assembly of the
Presbyterian Church in America adoPts the above as_pastoral cqunsel
for the good of the members, the officers, and especially the m|I|tarey
chaplairis of the Presbyterian Church in America. . Adoptéd
4. Be it further resolved that the Presbyterian Church in America
supports the decision of any of its members to obéect to, as a matter of
conscience, the conscription of women or thé use of women as

military combatants. Adopted
E Steve Leonard RE Bentley Rayburn

TE Tim Ba I%/ RE Keith Stoeber

TE Peter Lillback RE Don Weybum

Note: Recommendations of the Ad Interim Study Committee on Women in
ilitary adopted by the 29t General Assembly are:
L “That the Philadelphia Presbytery Overture, the PRIC letter, and the
Report of the Bills,and Overtures Committee be answered by this report.
2. Thatthe PCA continue to recognize that the individual conscience, guided
by the Word of God and responsjve to the coungel of the Church, must
decide concermnq_the propriety of voluntary service inthe military.
3. Thatthe PCA beélieves that m_|I|tarr¥ Service is a (J)ust and %odly callln%'
however, that It presents special and difficult moral challénges in light
of the jntegration of women into the armed services,  ~ .
4, That the women, of the PCA be warned of the many difficulties and
moral and physical danﬁe_rs_mvolved In serving 1n_the military in
secular America, due to their inherent greater vulnerability.
b, ,Thfxt Individual believers as citizens be urPed {0 exercise their godly
{Hg L#gqct%rtosgpngegbout authentic spiritual” ana moral reformation in
I V|Ces,
6 That the PYCA chaglains be encouraged in their continued ministry to
all male and female personnel in their Séaher_es of ministry.
1. That pastor?] and sessions l%e Informed 0f this report and’be encouraged
to Instruct their peaple in the matters It presents. ,
8. That.the NAPARC and NAE churches be informed of the PCA’s
position on this matter, _ _ _
The comglete 2001 report of the Ad Interim Study Committee on Women in
Military ¢an be found in the Minutes ofthe 29l General Assembh( at M29GA
29-57 8v 258 ff. Alsq see Index, p. 760 for a reference to all relevart text in 2001
and 2002 GA Minutes ]
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MINORITY REPORT
AD INTERIM STUDY COMMITTEE ON
WOMEN IN THE MILITARY

This Assembly acknowled_?es_ that there are plaugible grounds in Scripture, as
interpreted by the Constitution of this denomination for members of this
denomination, to conclude, with respect to their duty as citizens, that women
may not serve in the military in various circumstances, and that women may
not'be conscripted for military service, though these grounds are not sufficient
to require that same conviction ofall of the members 0f this denomination.

Therefore be it resolved that the 30th General Assembly of the Presbyterian
Church in America_adopts the above as pastoral counsel for the good”of the
members, the officers, and especially the military chaplains, of the
Presbyterian Church in America. _ _ _

Be it further resolved that the Presbyterian Church in America supports the
decision of any of its members to object to, as a matter of conscience, the
conscription ofwomen or the use of women as military combatants.

TE Stephen Clark TE Charles Morrison
TE Beryl Hubbard TE Ronald Swafford

SUPPLEMENTAL REPORT TO THE 30™ GENERAL ASSEMBLY
AD INTERIM STUDY COMMITTEE ON
WOMEN IN THE MILITARY

Additional Recommendations:

B, That the AISCOW1M has received Overtures 2, 21, and 26 to the 30t
General Assembly of the _Presl\)/\yltenan Church in America referred to it
by the Stated Clerk’s Office. We answer them in the negative with the
rationale that they are answered in the report of the committee as
scheduled in the docket in both majority and minority reports. [See
text and action at 30-53, Ill, 7, p. 245] . _

Addressed by previous action ofthe Assembly

Reported to the Clerk by
Stephen W. Leonard
Chairman, AISCOWIM

Communications 1, 2 and 6 were not exglicity dealt with by the Women in
ilitary Committee, but were answered by Assembly action on the majority
report. " Text on next page.]

287



MINUTES OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY

COMMUNICATION 1 from Mississippi Valley Presbytery - (to Women In Milita
“ExpressLiJon of Affirmation ofWIM”pp y Prestytery ( )

Re: Women inthe Military
Dear Dr. Taylor,

As a presbytery we would like to communicate to you the firm position of our
presbytery”in regard to the issue of women servmg in combat in the military.
After“hearing reports and discussing the gapers presented to the last General
Assembly, we voted to affirm the ‘duty’ position and to urge our denomination
to take a’stand and communicate to odr national leaders that women ought not
to be allowed to serve in combat positions In our arms Services.

It is our hope that the Presbyterian Church in America will adopt this position
and communicate that to Congress and to President Bush.

Thank gou for your faithful labors on behalf of our Lord’s churches. May the
Lord cdntinue to bless you.

Sincerely,

Is/ Ro e¥ G. Collins
Stated Clerk

COMMUNICATION 2 from Northern California Presbytery (to Women In Military)

“Expression of Disappointment Conceming WIM”

ATTN: Study Committee on “Women in the Military”

Dear Sirs:

The Preshytery of Northern California passed the foIIowin(T; motion at its

March 5 & 6, 2002 Stated Preshytery meeting on the Report ofthe Ad Interim

Study Committee on “Women in'the"Military™:
“Northern California Presbyterx expresses disappaintment with the use
of General Assembly time i the consideration of the issye of women
In compat, \We understand the arguments stated, but believe General
Assembly’s time and resources are™better focused elsewhere.”

His Servic

.Schick
for the NORTHERN CALIFORNIA PRESBY.
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COMMUNICATION 6 from Philadelphia Preshyte
“Philadelphia Presbytery Statement on WIM Repart

NOTE: This was an overture to Philadelphia Preshytery. It is a communication
not an overture to the General Assembly.

Whereas, the issue of the use of women in military.combat has been a topic of
discussion in the culture in general and in the PCA"in particular. And,

(to Women in Military)

Whereas, the 26th General As%embl% erected an Ad Interim Committee to
examine the issue and report to the 27th General Assembly. And,

Whereas, the regort ofthe Ad Interim Committee on Women in Combat was not
adopted by the 27th General Assembly, but only received as information. And,

Whereas, there appears to be a growing likelihood that women will be put in
harms way by being assigned to increasingly dangerous combat assignments. And,

Whereas, it is the duty of the Church, as the pillar and foundation of the truth,
to declare the will of God on all matters of faith and practice. And

Whereas, by not adopting the repart of the Ad Interim Commiftee on Women
in Combat,” the General® Assembly has, by default, declined to embrace a
position one way or the other. And,

Whereas, this_ implicit silence on the iss%e rRlac_es the women in Philadelphia
Presbytery injeopardy by not providing them with the Church’s declaration on
Erg)ensgrsi%?,edleax}]n them~to plead only their personal beliefs should they be

Whereas, the shortfalls in recruiting accomPamed by.the increasing demands
caused by numerous deployments and escalating attrition of the ranks of the
armed Services Is creating an environment In which conscription of men and
women is becoming more likely.

Therefore, be it resolved that Philadelphia Presh terg/ hereby adopts the report
ofthe Ad Interim Committee on Women in Combat &s our position.

Be it further resolved that the adoption of this Ad Interim Report be
communicated to the churches of Phlladelt()ma Pres_bgte%y and that copies of
the Report be sent to each Sessiqn to be kept on il arid made available to
members of churches that request it

[s/ Frank D. Moser, Stated Clerk
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30-58 Assembly Recessed
The Assembly recessed at 10:20 pm with rJorayer by TE Mike Milton to
reconvene tomorrow morning at 8:00 a.m. for worshi

Eighth Session - Frrdazy Morning
June 21

30-59 Assembly Reconvened _ o
The Assembly reconvened at 9:05 a.m. with prayer by TE Clair Davis.

%0 60d Stend Report of Study Committee on Women in Military to the
residen

A motion was made and failed to direct the Stated Clerk to send the
report of the Ad-Interim Study Committee on Women in the Military to the
President of the United States: The Moderator was asked to rule the motion
out of ordler as new business. He declared the motion to be in order, his ruling
was challenged and on division the Chair was sustained.

30-61 Protest to Moderator’s Ruling.on Paing of Qrder

The following protest of TE David Coffin, RE Frederick Neikirk and
TE Mark Be|| was présented and received, The Moderator ruled the protest n
order, his ruling was challenged and the Chair was, sustained. The Assembly
drrected the Moderator to appornt a committee of three to prepare a response
to the protest to be s]orea upon the Minutes'’, Moderator Ryan appointed TE
Henry Lewrs Smith, ECIarr Davrs and RE Sam Duncan. See Committee’s
response in Appendix O,

“We, the undersrgned do solemnly protest the failure of the Thirtieth
eneral Assemb y {Q sustarn the ag peal of the Moderators ruling In
the point of orge rarse agarnst th re]nort of the Bills and Overtures
Committee, gee 30-4 8 his failyre has confirmed an
?reﬁnous |nju fice and, in our | ud ment has drscredrted the Integri gi
tfie Assemol sactrons on crr ical 8/ rm(oortant and controver?
overtures The Assem %/sfarlure to Correct this abuse of her rules,
profoundl %?ravate the context within which it occurred,
constrtute agic step backward for the Presbyterian Church in
America, or recent Assemblies had provided some hope that the
denomination had matured beyond the political maneuvering that had
marred her past. In  the” midst, of man otherwise Iaudable
accom Irshments this failure I |t|m ée% e unwa rante
unnecessary limitation of strarght rward, brotherly, de ate and at
least for some of us, has_ fostéred an atmosphere of susgrcron ang
mistrust. 1t adds insult to injury that such a course should be pursued
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to advance the cause of “Pastoral Leadership”, and in the midst of
exhortations to, and prayers for, the unity and peace of the church. We
register this protest in the hope that testimony to our conscience in this
matter might awaken afresh due consideration of the real harm, to
brothers N Christ, as well as to the Assembly as a whole, that a
repetition of this practice will produce.”

The following commissioners joined in the protest: TE Larry Ball, TE
Roland Barnes, TE Matt Baugh, TE Terry Baxley, TE H. Leon Ben Ezra RE
Tom Brn ham, TE Carl Bogle, TE Jim Bowen, TE Jim Braden, RE David
Bra on, TE Arthur Broadwick, TE Michagl J. Brown, RE Mark Buckner, TE
Rob ert Burn dge. TE Geor Be Busch, RE George Caler, TE Lee Capper, TE
Mike Coleman; e Henry Darden, RE James Diicker, TE T. Mark Duncan, T
J.D. Dusenbur 13& TE Robert Edwards RE Paul English, TE George Felton, RE

Bruce Fer? Henr \y Fernandez, TE David Frierson, TE_Scott Fuller, RE
Peter Gag iar ! RE au hn Hamilton, TE Mark Herzer, TE Scott Hill, TE
Carl Howell, Jr, T Hughes, TE Danre Jarstfer, TE Terry Johnson, RE

MarshaII Joiner RE Danrel Joner, TE David Kniseley, chhard Larson, TE
Jo N arson RE Douglas eepa, TE Bill Leuzrnlger TE Jerry M ar_r]urre TEH
Timothy Miessler, R Steven Morley, TE Charles Morrison, TE ay Nelken,
E David Q’Steen, RE Walter Parnsh TE Ronald Parrish. RE Ken”Peterson.
TE Robert Peterson TE Jose IB Gary Roop, TE John Sackett, TE
Benjamrn Shaw, TE Stu S erard Patrrck ShreIds TE John Shields, TE
Brian Sleeth, TE Frank J. Smith, TE William H. Smith, TE Robert Spears, TE
Decherd Stevens, TE Ron Swafford. TE J. Robert Thompson, Jr., TE Thomas
Troxe TE CareI Van Der Merwe, TE Bemie van Eyk, TE Andrew Wehb, RE
Donald Wy %m RE Ben Williams, TE Charles Wilson, TE Richard Wiman,
TE Scott Wrignt

%0-6% Rg ort of the Committee of Commissioners on Administration
continue
TE Al nJohnson Charrman led the Assembl %er and presented

the re ort. SeeA en X C, p. 363. See also Partial eRor at'30 | He
%re ed 0 a lor, Sated CIerk who addressed t eAssemny Dr rank
rock resente e rerlrort of “the Strategic _Planning * Committee.

Recommendatrons 1-3, 6
Recommendations 4, 16, 21, 22 24 Were answered with reference to previous
actions. Recommendation 5'was amended to substitute the recommendation of
the permanent committee and adopted. The foIIowrn? commissioners registered
their negative vote_on recommendation 5 TE Jeff Hutchinson, TE Jravis
Hutchinson, and RE Mark Williams. Recommendation 24 was amended to
delete all material after “G. at lines 9-12 and_adopted. The AssembI}/ expressed
Its appreciation for the ministry ofthe Stated Clerk with a standing ovation.

28 Were adopted.
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